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slang

spoken
taboo
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Labels Used in the Dictionary

describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations used in
American English and not in British English, for example beat on sb,
blimp outfup, duke it out.

verbs show that you feel approval or admiration.

describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations that are
mainly used in British English and not in American English, for
example beaver away (at sth), doss down, put {the clocks) back.
verbs show that you feel disapproval or contempt, for example
dumb sth down, flash sth about.

a figurative example is one in which language is used in a non-
literal or metaphorical way, as in His anger blazed up (= suddenly
became very strong) uncontrollably.

verbs are usually only used in serious or official language and
would not be appropriate in normal everyday conversation.
Examples are abide by sth, embark onfupon sth, vie for sth.
expressions are intended to be funny, for example toddle off and
We've rounded up some good speakers for the conference.

verbs are used between friends or in a relaxed or unofficial
situation. They are not appropriate for formal situations. Examples
are bang on about sth, kick back, tuck into sth.

synonyms are verbs that have a similar meaning to the main
phrasal verb, but are used in less official situations or are more
common in normal everyday conversation,

verbs or grammar patterns are not used as often as the main
phrasal verb or the other grammar patterns given.

verbs are used mainly in literature and imaginative writing.
Examples are yearn for sb/sth, eke out sth.

verbs have a similar meaning to the main phrasal verb, but are
usually used in more serious or official situations, or in a less
casual way.

verbs are passing out of current use, for example, buck up, gad
aboutfaround, run along.

verbs or grammar patterns are not commonly used.

is very informal language, mainly used in speaking and sometimes
restricted to a particular group of people, for example people of the
same age or those who have similar interests or do the same job.
Examples are want in, want into sth, juice sth up.

verbs are used mainly in informal conversations, for example Tea’s
up! chuck sth out.

verbs and expressions are likely to be thought by many people to
be obscene or shocking and you should avoid using them.

verbs are used mainly in written language, for example abound
infwith sth, spring from sth.

Key to the Dictionary Entries

information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in the alphabetical order
of the key words and then in the alphabetical order of the particles.

Main parts of an entry

Key word with pmnundatiﬁl blew /blats; AmE blou/ {blew /blu:/blown
and irregular forms. [blaun; AmE bloun/)
: - ,___— blow a'way; blow sth a‘'way to be moved or
Phrasal verb. The main  — carried away by the force of the wind or by sb’s
forms of the verb + particle breath; to move in this way: It was so windy the
- i tent nearly blew away! < A suddern breeze blew his
gie gven with the Strf:ss. N newspaper away. & She blew away the dust on the

o = " lid.
Definition. The meanings of \ © v+ 50V s yanipron £ s Y+ edvn

the verb. R blow sb a‘'way 1 (informal) to impress sb a lot;

; Reay 3 to surprise or please sb: I sau; this playiﬁt year

Examples (in italic ; __and it just blew me away. 2 (AmE, informal,
r et npe) sport) to + Mitchell blew away the

other runners.

Grammar patterns to show DN s ¢ wERED

how the verb is used.

Further information in an entry

Special symbols show  —__ | sstand ‘out 1 (againstifrom sth) to be clearly vis-
synonyms and opposites. : His yellow jacket stood out clearly against the

grey 'he church tower stands out
Information on prepositions }’r‘;‘:;"j:l:’w reify‘o; e o ot
frequently used with the __ | (as/from sbisth) to be much better or more
verb. rtant than other people or things: This

= building t from the rest because of its

Comman phrase in bold - stands out in a crowd. 3 (against/for
type. shisth) to oppose or refuse to accept sth that you
believe is wrong: Parents often stand out against
troublesome behaviour for some time, then give
in. Y5¥0 stick out for sth; hold out against/for
sth

©® v+adv

> = stand out like a sore thumb [fo be very
Idiom related to the verb. 'j/ noticeable in an unpleasant way: Dressed like
— that, you'll stand out like a sore thumb.
Derivative adjectiverelated | ___ » out'standing adj 1 excellent: an outstanding

o e tinig actress 2 [usually before noun] very obvi-
to the verb. ’ /M Lake Baykal is one of earth’s
3 o= outstanding features. 3 (of payment, work, prob-

Information on grammar —| lems, etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: to repay
and usage. outstanding debts o I don’t have any urgent work
outstanding.

» out'standingly adv 1 used to emphasize the
good quality of sth: outstandingly beautiful/suc-
cessful 2 extremely well: Owen has played out-
standingly this season.



GUIDE to USING the DICTIONARY

Finding Verbs in the dictionary

1 What is in the dictionary?
In this dictionary we include several different types of verbs that are used with
adverbs or prepasitions, (often called ‘particles)).

a ldiomatic verb + particle combinations. Sometimes when you meet combinations
of verb and particle, it is impossible to guess the meaning in the context from the
meaning of the verb and the meaning of the particle, Examples of these are fall
through (meaning ‘not happen’) and put up with somebody (meaning ‘accept
somebody who is annoying without complaining’). There is often a single-word verb

and particle are very commoan, or where there is something unusual or interesting
about the verb. For example, phone back can mean two slightly differeqt things
(‘telephone somebody who has called you', or ‘telephone sb for a sec_ond time’);
pin sth up means ‘fasten something to a wall with pins’, but there is also a noun
pin-up, meaning ‘a picture of an attractive person designed to 1_06 put up on a wall
for people to look at’, or ‘the person who appears in a picture like that’.

All these types of verbs can cause problems for learners, and so they have been
included in this dictionary.

2 Particles
These are the particles used with phrasal verbs in this dictionary. The * shows you
which are the most common. You will find more information about those particles

with the same meaning. For example, instead of ‘The meeting was put off until the in the Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary.
next day’', we could say ‘The meeting was postponed until the next da)_/‘. ‘Sipgle-word B i S pas 0 gk ISR 0 5
verbs, however, may be more formal than the phrasal verb, or used in slightly L L d aside *at *away
different contexts. . along among  apart aroun: as .
*back before  behind  between by *down for forth
b Verbs which are always followed by a particular particle. Examples of these are ' forword  from *in *into *of *off *on onto
rely on, crop up, abide by. These cannot be used without the particle. *out *out of  *over past *round  *through *to together
€ Verbs that are followed by a particle in a particular meaning. These verbs can towards  under  *up upon *with without
be used on their own without a particle, but have a different meaning when they
are used with one. Brush sth up is an example of a verb like this. Brush sth can 3 Long verbs

be used on its own meaning ‘clean, polish or make sth smooth'. Brush sth up
means ‘study or practise sth to get back the skill or knowledge that you had in the
past”: You should brush up your French before you go to France. Other examples
are nod/nod off, grow/grow up, walk/walk out.

Many very common verbs fall into this group. Look, for example, can be used
with several different particles, and it has a special meaning with each one that is
different from look on its own. Look up the word in your dictionary. & I'm really
looking forward to the trip. < Look out! There's a car coming.

Some more formal verbs also fall into this group. For example you can ‘furnish a
roon?’, that is, put furniture in it, but if you ‘furnish somebody with something you

Some verbs, such as come, go, put and take are used with many different particles.

In these cases you will find literal meanings of the verb plus particle inclu.ded for
completeness. These meanings can also help you understand the idiomatic uses of th!e
verb plus particle. For example, at run around, you will find the Iiter_al_ meaning ‘run‘ in
different directions’ (It's a lovely park to run around in) as well as the 1d.|omat|c meaning
‘move very quickly from place to place, being very busy’ (I've been running around all
day trying to organize the meeting.). _ ‘

At the beginning of many of these verbs you will find 2 menu box.wnh a l.|si'of all the
particles that can be used with the verb, in the order they appear in the dictionary.

are giving them some useful information. These verbs are:

d Verbs with a particle, where the particle adds to, but does not change, the break  bring call come cut do fall get give
basic meaning of the verb. The particle often adds something to the meaning, go hang hold keep kick knock  lie live look
such as completeness. For example, you can say 1/l finish my work and then 1'll go make move pass play pull push put run send
out’ or ‘I'll finish off my work and then I'll go out.” Finish off emphasizes that you are st sit stand stay stick take talk throw furn
completing your work. Another example is wake/wake up. You can either say
‘I woke at 6.30" or ‘I woke up at 6.30." Woke up is much more common than woke, It is also possible to add many different particles to verbs of movement to create‘
which is used more in formal or written English. Other examples are spread/spread ‘multi-word’ verbs with literal meanings. For example, we can use the verb walk in
out, fade/fade away, slave/slave away. You will find more information about the these sentences: We walked down the road. ¢ He walked up to me and asked me for
meaning of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. a light. © We sang as we walked along. o Walk across the road, don’t run. These are

i ‘ inati articles.
e Verbs plus particles where each has their normal meaning. Phone back straightforward combinations of verb and parti

(meaning ‘telephone sb again’) is an example of a verb like this. The meaning of
phone back can be worked out from the meaning of phone and back. Verbs of
this type have been included in the dictionary where the combination of verb
vi vii



4 Finding the verb you want

The phrasal verbs are arranged in the dictionary under their key verbs (for example,
give, move, sit) and then in alphabetical order of the particles. Within each particle you
will first find the verb + particle, with no object. Then there are meanings of the verb
that can be used both without an object and with an object. After that, there are
meanings of the verb used only with an object, first verbs with people as objects (sb),
then verbs that can have people or things (sb/sth) and then verbs with only things as
objects (sth). Verbs with itself, yourself, etc. come at the end of those, and verbs that are
only used in passive forms will be last. For example:

give up; give sth up break in put sb out
give sb up break sh/sth in put sth out
give sth up break sth in - put yourself out
give yourself up break into sth be put out

Using Phrasal Verbs

1 The phrasal verb

The arrangement of the verbs in the dictionary will tell you whether they can be used
without an object, (INTRANSITIVE), with an object (TRANSITIVE)

or both with an_d w‘ithout an object. Jbreak 'down 1 if a vehicle, etc. breaks down, it
Look at the beginning of the entry stops working because of a fault: The washing
for break down- machine has broken down again. o We (= our car)

broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks,

This shows you that in this meaning break down is an intransitive verb, used
without an object: My car broke down on the way to work this morning.

There are two forms of the verb burn ‘down; burn sth 'down if a building
at burn down: burns down, or sb burns it down, it is destroyed
by fire: The palace burnt down in the nineteenth
century. © She threatened to burn the house down.

This shows you that you can use burn down as a transitive and an intransitive

verb in this meaning. The dgfnuhon .wake 'up; wake sb ‘up; wake yourself 'up
also shows you hovy to use it. 1 to stop sleeping; to make sb stop sleeping: How
Look at the beginning of the entry many times does the baby wake up in the night? o
for wake up. T usually wake up early in the summer. ¢ You look
as if you've only just woken up! o Can you wake
me up at 87 o He was woken up by the sound of

This tells you that you can use it as an intransitive verb (What time did you wake up
this morning?), and as a transitive verb with an object (I'll wake you up at 6.30.) or

with yourself (/ must have shouted keep ‘out; keep 'out of sth to not enter a
so loudly while I was dreaming that " place; to remain outside: There was a sign saying

1 woke myself up.) ‘Keep out!’. o Please keep out of the office while
At k ill see: Sl
eep out, you will see: © vEut o v v Fiep

This tells you that in this meaning you can use the verb on its own (Danger! Keep

viii

out) or as a transitive verb with the adverb + preposition out of, followed by a noun
or pronoun (Keep out of my way).

if the verb can also be used with rush 'into sth; rush ‘into doing sth; rush
an -ing form of a verb that follows sb 'into doing sth to do or decide sth quickly

it, this is given at the beginning: without thinking about it carefully; to make sb
g g g do this: Don’t go rushing into anything. ¢ You

This tells you that all these sentences are possible: Don’t rush into anything. &
Don't rush into leaving your course. & Don’t rush me into making a decision.
D More information about the grammar of phrasal verbs is given in the section on

Grammar Patterns (page x)

2 Common subjects and objects

At the end of many of the verbs, or Ak ot AL ot e

at the end of a numbered meaning, = way, ete. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They
you will find some common subjects would have got married in 1939 if war had not
or objects. These show you the type broken out. © A fire broke out on a ferry yesterday.

3 , fire, fighting, row, viole 2 (also
of contexts that the verb is often e Y e

used in, so that you can use it correctly yourself.
For example, at break out, you will see:

Sentences such as Fighting has broken out on the border; Fire broke out in a
warehouse. ¢ A furious row broke out over the ownership of the painting are
therefore very common and acceptable in English.

You can use these subjects and objects to help you use the verbs in the right context.

3 Synonyms and opposites.

When there are helpful synonyms

ol ? s e 'y _y .pull 'in; pull 'into sth 1 if a train or a bus pulls
or opposites, these are given in in, it arrives somewhere and stops: The express
alphabetical order, synonyms and pulled in on time. ¢ The coach pulled into bay 27.
opposites that are phrasal verbs 2 (Bff) tilfx a ,‘;em?eﬂfr a ‘:iﬂveé‘ Dt‘éus le;l ;1:3’
o . move to the side o e road and stop:
first and‘then single-word vgrbs. e of the Biss o 116 pitied Tnto 156 rking Lot
These will help you understand and turned off the engine.

the verb and add to your draw In, draw into sth

vocabulary. Information is also pull cut, gall sutol st

given about the formality of the

synonym or opposite and whether it is British or American. As the contexts that the
synonyms are used in may not always be exactly the same as the original phrasal
verb, it is worth looking them up in this dictionary or another dictionary to be sure
that you understand them and how they are used. For example, while knock down
can be used instead of break down in the examples given there, break down cannot
always be used instead of knock down.

v They had to get the police to break/knock the door down. v/ If you don’t open up,
I'm going to knock/break the door down. / These old houses are going to be knocked
down. X These old houses are going to be broken down.

ix



4 Notes

Noite? a.r? given in two places. Before be'long to sb (not used in the progressive tenses)
a definition you will find information 4 to be the property of §b; fo be owned by sb: Te
about the tenses or a particular use house belonged to my cousin. o That land belongs

of a phrasal verb:

Notes are also given after the blaze a'way 1 (at sbisth) if guns or people blaze
examples where there is a particular ;420 “the guns fire continuously: The gpum kent
point of grammar or use to draw blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes
your attention to. This is often away, it burns brightly

something about the passive, or 2;32'9 A R AT LS S
where the verb without the particle

can also be used with a similar meaning.

5 Grammar patterns of phrasal verbs

To help you use the verbs correctly, a simple system of grammar patterns is given
after each one. These show you how the verb combines with an adverb, a
preposition, a noun or a pronoun, an infinitive, etc. and the order in which these
words can occur. The short forms used are these:

adv = adverb n/pron = noun or pronoun
inf = infinitive (without ‘to’ e.g. do) prep = preposition
-ing = averb form ending in -ing pron = pronoun
(e.g. doing) toinf = infinitive with “to’ (e.g. to do)
n = noun v = verb

Frequent patterns
The following are the most common types of verb patterns used in the dictionary.

v + adv Intransitive verbs, for example:
break down My car broke down this morning.
hang around There was a group of kids hanging around
outside.
sit down Come in and sit down.
v + prep These are verbs followed by a preposition. For example:
rely on sh/sth You can rely on me.
call for sh I'll call for you at 8.
come across sth I came across an interesting book in the
library.

v+ adv + prep Some verbs are followed by an adverb and a preposition:
put up with sb/sth How do you put up with him?
settle down to sth  Come on children, settle down to work now.
keep out of sth Keep out of the kitchen until I've finished
cooking.
These last two groups are sometimes called INSEPARABLE verbs as
the object always follows the particle.

X

v + n/pron + adv v+adv+n v + pron + adv

These three patterns are all used with transitive verbs. In order to be able to use
these verbs correctly, you need to know where to put the object. The patterns show
you this. The most frequent patterns come first at each verb.

v + n/pron + adv v+adv+n

Verbs that can be used with these patterns , where the object can go either between
the verb and the particle or after the particle, are sometimes called SEPARABLE
verbs. They are shown in the dictionary as, for example, tear sth up:

She tore the letter up. She tore up the letter. She tore it up.

When the object is a long phrase, it usually comes after the particle: She tore up all

the letters he had sent her.
When the object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle.

v+adv+n v+ pron+ adv

With some phrasal verbs the object can only come between the verb and the
particle when it is a pronoun. A noun must follow the particle. They are given in the
dictionary as, for example, fight back sth; fight it/them back

fight back sth | tried to fight back my tears.

fight it/them back | had an urge to scream but managed to fight it back.

v + n/pron + adv
There are a few phrasal verbs in which the two parts of the verb must be separated
by the object. An example is mess sb about/around:

They changed the flight time and messed all the passengers around.

v + n/pron + prep
An example of a verb that is used in this pattern is drill sth into sb

drill sth into sb The teacher drilled grammar into us right from the start.

Passive

A few phrasal verbs are only used in the passive, for example: be/get carried away.
The verb patterns will show you how to use these verbs. be/get carried away will
have the pattern be/get + v + adv. be/get stuck with sth will have a pattern
be/get + verb + prep.

Other phrasal verbs that are used with objects can also be used in the passive for
example: The deal has been called off. Where this is common you will find an
example of the passive and a note. Verbs with the pattern v + prep are not usually
used in the passive. If they are, you will find a note about this (see rely on sb/sth).

Other patterns

You can easily work out how to use verbs with different patterns. For example, if you
look at take sb up on sth, you will see the pattern v + n/pron + adv + prep. This
shows you that the verb is used in sentences like this:

1d liketo take you up on  your offer of a bed for the night.
v + pron + adv + prep

Xi



At set out, you will see the pattern v + adv + to inf. This describes sentences such
as: He set out to become a millionaire by the time he was thirty.

Boom out sth has two patterns:

v+adv +n
v + adv + speech

6 Building your vocabulary

Idioms

Many phrasal verbs have idioms
related to them. You will find these
immediately after the grammar
patterns. The idioms in the
dictionary are ones that are related
in some way to the meaning of the
phrasal verb where you find them.
For example:

Derivative nouns and adjectives.

She boomed out instructions.
A voice boomed out, ‘Nobody move!’

.bite sth 'off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off

a piece of chocolate. ¢ His finger had been bitten
off by a dog.

® v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

[ bite/snap sh's ‘head off (informal) to shout
at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good
reason: I only asked him when the work would be
finished and he almost bit my head off bite off
more than you can 'chew (informal) to try to do
too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This
time he’s bitten off more than he can chew.

Nouns and adjectives that are related in meaning to a particular phrasal verb are
given after the grammar patterns or any idioms. Sometimes the derivative has

more than one meaning, each one relating to different uses of the phrasal verb.
You will find the meaning at the appropriate entry, with a link to show you where

to find the same derivative with a
different meaning.

For example, you will find one
meaning of the adjective mixed-up
at the verb it is related to,

mix sb up; be/get mixed up and
another meaning at mix sth up
{with sth), with a link from one to
the other.

Study pages

r Information and Practice

,mix sb 'up; be/get mixed 'up to make sb

unable to think clearly or understand what is
happening: Now you've mixed me up completely!
I'm really confused. ¢ He got mixed up and caught
the wrong train.

» mixed-'up adj (informal) confused because of
social or emotional problems: She’s a very mixed-
up kid.

=> see also MIXED-UP at MIX STH UP (WITH STH)

There is a 25-page section of study pages in the middle of this dictionary. You can
use these on your own or in class with a teacher. They will help you to learn phrasal
verbs and give you practice in using them.

Guide to the particles

At the end of the dictionary is a guide to the most common particles used in the
verbs in this dictionary and their main meanings. This will help you understand
verbs better and be able to guess the meaning of new ones that you meet.

xii

Aa

abide jobad/

a'bide by sth (formal) to accept rules, a law, an
agreement, a decision, etc. and obey them/it:
Members must abide by the rules of the club.
683 rules, decision, the law
YD comply (with sth)
® v+prep

abound fa'bavnd/

a'bound in/with sth (written) to have a lot of
sth; to contain a lot of sth: The rivers there
abound injwith fish.
® v+prep

accede jsk'sizd/

ac'cede to sth (formal) to agree to or allow sth
that sb has asked for, often after you have
opposed it for a while: The government acceded to
public pressure to review the tax.
request, demands, pressure
Accede to sth can be used in the passive:
Have all our requests been acceded to?

@ v+prep

account /okavnt/

ac'count for sbysth 1 to know where sb/sth is
or what has happened to them, especially after
an accident or a natural disaster: All the people
who were working in the building have now been
accounted for. © There are three files that I can’t
account for. Account for sb/sth is often
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 (old-
Jfashioned) to destroy sth or kill sb: Our guns
accounted for five enemy planes.
© v+prep

ac'count for sth 1 to explain how or why sth
happened; to be the explanation for sth: How do
you account for the fact that the box has disap-
peared? o Poor hygiene may have accounted for
the increase In cases of the disease. the fact
that... 2 to be a particular part of sth; tobe a par-
ticular amount: Car crime accounted for 28% of
all reported offences. ¢ Wages account for less
than half of the budgel. a large amount, a
(particular) proportion, (so many) per cent
make up sth; represent sth 3 to keep a
record of how the money in your care will he
spent or has heen spent: Every penny of the funds
is accounted for: 4 to consider particular facts or
circumstances when you are making a decision
about sth, especially when you are calculating
the cost of sth: The cost of the film and the pro-
cessing were all accounted for in the calculation of
the cost of the service. take sth Into
account

Account for sth can be used in the passive:
This increase is accounted for by rising taxes.

© v+prep

0 there’s no accounting for ‘taste(s) used to
say that it is impossible to know why sb likes
sb/sth that you do not like at all: (humorous) ‘She
seems to like you.” ‘Well — there's no accounting
Jor taste!”

accustom jskastom/

ac'custom sbiyourself to sth; ac'custom
sb/yourself to doing sth (formal) to make
sbiyourself familiar with sth; to become used to
sth: It shouldn’t take long to accustom your stu-
dents to working in groups. ¢ It took a while for
her eyes to accustom themselves to the dark.
® v+nipron + prep

ache jeix/

‘ache for sb/sth to have a strong desire for
sb/sth or to do sth: 1 was aching for home.
B0 long for sb/sth
© v+prep

acquaint jokwemt/

ac'quaint sb/yourself with sth (formal) to
make sbiyourself familiar with or aware of sth:
Hedecided to take his son along and acquaint him
with the business.
© v+nlpron + prep

act /=kt/

'‘act as sth to perform a particular role or func-
tion: Will you act as interpreter for us? o Large
fines act as a deterrent to motorists.
agent, consultant, intermediary/go-between,
deterrent serve as sth
® v+prep

‘act for sb (also act on be’half of sh, acton sb’s
be'half) if sb acts for you or acts on behalf of
you, they deal with your affairs for you, for
example by representing you in a court of law, or
by doing your duty when you are not able to: Do
you have a solicitor acting for you? o The Prince
was acting on behalf of the Queen. o The Prince
was acting on the Queen’s behalf
cllent
@ v+prep

‘act on sth (also ‘act upon sth more formal) 1 to
dosth as aresultof advice, information, instruc-
tions, etc. that you have received: The police were
acting on information from a member of the pub-
lic. o I was just acting on instructions. o If my
advice had been acted upon, this would never have
happened, advice, information, instructions



act on behalf of

Act onjupon sth can be used in the passive
in this meaning. 2 to have an effect on sth: The
drug acts on the central nervous system. Act
can be used on its own with this meaning: 1he
drug acts quickly.
& v+prep

.act on be'half of sb; act on sb’s be'half =
ACT FOR $B

act sth ‘out 1 to perform a story or events that
have happened or might happen, as if you are
performing a play: The teacher read a story and
the children acted itout. o Sheacted out her fanta-
sies of pop stardom in front of her bedroom mir-
ror. ¢ (figurative) The whole nation was following
the drama being acted out on the foorball field.
story, fantasy 2 to act a part in real life: I
Sound myself acting out the role of good, brave
patient. 3 (technical) to express your thoughts
and feelings in your behaviour, often withont
heing aware of it
& v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

act 'up (informal) 1 to make sb annoyed by
behaving badly, trying to get attention, etc. The
kids have been acting up all day. 2 if amachine or
part of the body acts up, it dees not work prop-
erly: Thecar’s acting up again. o My ankle is act-
ing up (= is painful and causing problems).
play up
Act up is often used in the progressive
tenses,
@ vradv

'act upon sth = act on sTH

add j2d/

,add sth 'in to include sth with sth else; to put sth
into sth else or between two things: Send me the
new figures when the additional costs have been
added in. o I've added in tio extra paragraphs.
Add can also be used with this meaning:
I've added a couple of extra paragraphs.

@ v+adv+n e venipron+adv

add 'on; add 'on to sth(AmE) tobuild anextra
room or rooms on to a house or other building:
They decided to add on rather than move.

@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

,add sth ‘'on; add sth 'on to sth to include sth
or attach sth extra: He added £2 on to the bill.
Add (to sth) can also be used with this
meaning: He added £2to the bill.

@ v+nipron+adv e viadv+n e

v+ nipron +adv + prep
» ‘add-on 7 a thing that is added to or included
with sth else: The catalogue advertised add-ons
such as extra memory and software. ¢ add-on
productsipocketsiunits

‘add to sth to increase the size, amount, number,
ete, of sth: Taking the children with us would
only add to our problems. o Music playing in the

background added to the atmosphere. o (BrE)
The house has been added to over the years. o The
Jood at the hotel is of a very high standard. Add
to this the quality of the rooms and the service
and it is clear why this is such a popular hotel.
[2E] probt N ber, i rledge, enjoy
Add to sth can be used in the passive.
® v+prep

+

add to'gether; add sth to'gether to come

together to produce sth; to join two or more
things, numbers, etc. together to produce sth:
The games, the dancing and the good food all
added together to make a memorable occasion. ¢
When all the different factors are added together, I
can understand her decision. & Add the tiwo num-
bers together and divide by three.

B8] factors, numbers, costs

@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron + adv

add 'up (informal) 1 to seem reasonable; to make

sense; to have all the different parts agreeing
with each other: Thereare thingsin her story that
Just don’t add up. o Now that I know where she
was last night, it's all beginning to add up.
Add up with this meaning is used especially in
negative sentences. 2 to increase gradually to
make a large number or amount: Save a small
amount each month,; it'll soon add up. 3 if two or
more numbers add up, they come to the total
that they should or that you would expect: These
figures just don't add up.

@ v+adv

.add ‘'up (especially BrE), add sth 'up to calcu-

late the total of two or more numbers or
amounts: I never could add up. ¢ She’s very good
at adding up in her head. ¢ She added the figures
up in no time. < I needed to use ¢ calculator to add
up the bill.

numbers, figures, score, cost

@ v+ady e v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

Jadd 'up to sth 1 if two or more numbers or fig-

ures add up to sth, they make a total of sth when
they are added together: Can you urrange the
numbers ingroups that cdd up to 107 & Thecostof
all the equipment you need for a baby adds up toa
considerable sum. 2 (informal) to show sth; to
have a particular meaning or result: His evidence
didn’t really add up to very much (= gave us very
little information). ¢ All in ali, it adds up to a
pretty desperude situation.

amount to sth

@ v+adv+prep

address /dres/
ad'dress yourself to sth (formal) to think

about a problem or a situation and decide how
you are going to deal with it: We must address
ourselves to the problem of traffic pollution.

© v +pron +prep

amount

adhere jsdha)y

ad'here to sth (formal) to act in the way that a
particular law, rule or set of instructions says
that you should; to follow or support a particular
opinion or set of beliefs: They have adhered
strictly to the terms of the treaty. © He found the
diet very difficult to adhere to. o How many people

actually adhere to this view?
p8d principles, rules, guideli B keep to
sth (less formal)

Adhere to sth can be used in the passive:
All safety requirenments must be adhered to.
& v+prep

admit comy (1)

ad'mit of sth (formal) to show that sth such as
an explanation: or an answer is possible; to aliow
sth to happen: The situation admits of only one
explanation.
explanation, answer allow of sth
® v+prep

agree /ygri:/

a‘gree with sb to make you feel happy or
healthy: You look great! Marriage obviously
agrees with you. ¢ Mushrooms don’t agree with
me (= they make me feel ill/sick).
Agree with sb is often used in negative
sentences.
© v+prep

a'gree with sth; a'gree with doing sth to
approve of sth, especially a policy or a belief: J
don’t agree with capital punishment.
disagree with sth, disagree with doing
sth
& v+prep

aim jemy/

‘aim at sth; ‘aim at dolng sth to try toachieve

sth; to have sth as your aim: She’s aiming af a
sports scholarship. o Weneed to aim at increasing
eXports.

Aim to do sth is also used with the same
meaning: What do you aim to achieve?

& v+prep

‘aim sth at shssth if you aim sth at a particular

person or group, you do or say sth that you
intend to have an effect on them: The advertising
campaign is aimed primarily al young people. & 1
was not aiming my remarks at you.
remarks, criticism, campaign
Aim sth at sh is often used in the passive.
® v+nipron+prep

be ‘aimed at sth; be ‘aimed at doing sth to
have sth as an aim or purpose: The new scheme is
aimed at reducing unemployment.
® be+v+prep

alight /s1any

a'light on/upon sb/sth (formal) to notice sb/sth
suddenly; to find or think of sth by chance: My
eve alighted on an old book. o He finally alighted
on a solution.
ISR light on/upon sb/sth
©® v+prep

align jo1am/

a'lign yourself with sb/sth to publicly sup-
port a person, a group of people or a set of opin-
ions: The senator aligned himself with the critics
of the proposed reforms.
® v+pron+prep

allow js1au/

al'low for sth to include sth when you are calcu-
lating sth or planning sth: Add an extrg ten min-
utes to your journey time toallow for the traffic. ©
I've bought a large size to allow for the fact that it
may shrink in the wash.
657 the possibility, the fact that..., differences
Allow for sth can be used in the passive:
This had not been allowed for in the budget.
@ v+prep

al'low of sth (formal) to show that sth such as an
explanation or an answer is possible; to make sth
possible: The facts allow of only one explanation.
admit of sth
& v+prep

allude jo1u:d;

al'lude to shysth (formal) to mention shisth
indirectly or in a few words: He hated his
mother’s way of alluding to Jean but never actu-
ally saying her name.
[=E Allude to sbysth can be used in the pas-
sive: Do you know the person who was alluded to
in the report?
& v+prep

amount jomaont/

amount to sth (nor used in the progressive
tenses) 1 to add up to sth; to result in a final total
of sth: The cost of the trip amounted to well over
£500. ¢ The money I pay in tax and insurance con-
tributions amounts to abou! 40% of my salary.
35%8) coms to sth 2 to be equal to or the same as
sth: What they did amounted to a breach of con-
tract. ¢ It doesn’t matter whether I pay or my hus-
band pays it amounts to the same thing in the
end. o It all amounis to a lot of hard work. BYR)
come to sth 3 if you say that sb/sth doesn’t
amount to much. you mean that hefshefit is not
very important: He'll never amount to anything. <
The information we have doesn’t amount to much.
add up to sth
© v+prep



angle

angle r=ygy

'‘angle for sth (often used in the progressive
tenses) to try to obtain sth without asking for it
divectly: She's angling for an invitation to the
pargy.
fish for sth
® v+prep

ANSWEeT ['‘ansa(r); AmE ‘&n-/

.answer 'back todefend yourself against sth bad
that sb has said about you: It's not fair to criticize
without giving her the chance to answer back.

& v+adv

answer 'back; answer sb 'back if a child
answers back or answers you back when you
are telling them to do sth, for example, they reply
rudely: Don’t answer back! o He’s a rude little
boy, always answering his mother back.

@ v+adv « v+n/pron+adv

'‘answer for sb to speak on behalf of sband say
what they will do or what they think: I can’t
answer for my colleagues, but I can manage a
meeting next week.

BYD speak for sb

Answer for sb is usually used in negative
sentences.

© v+prep

'‘answer for sth 1 to be responsible for sth
bad; to accept the blame for sth: She has a lot
to answer for. o He's old enough to answer for
his own actions. o When it comes to violence
among young people, television has a great deal
to answer for. the consequences, sb's
actions 2 to say that you are certain that sbhasa
particular quality or can be trusted or relied on:
I'can answer for her honesty. vouch for sth
& v+prep

‘answer to sb (for sth) to have to explain your
actions to sb or show that they are right or rea-
sonable: You will answer to me for any damage to
the car. o If anything happens to her, you’ll have
me to answer to.

@ v+prep

‘answear to sth to be called sth; to recognize a
name as your own: I answer to either Susan or
Sue. ¢ I'm afraid there’s no one here answering
to that name. & They have a cat answering 1o
the name of Bill.

only name
® v+prep

appeal jspiy/

ap'peal for sth/sb; ap'peal for sb to do sth
to make a serions and urgent request for sth or
for sth to be done: The government has appealed
Jor calm. o The police appealed for witnesses to

come forward. o Thevictim’s family has appealed
Sfor help in tracking down the killer.
witnessas, help, information, calm, funds
@ v+prep « v+prep+n/pron +toinf

ap'peal to sb if sth appeals to you, you like it or
find it interesting and attractive: The ‘Harry
Potter’ books appeal to readers of all ages. o The
prospect of camping didn't appeal to me.
& v+prep

ap'peal to sth to try to persuade sb to do sth by
reminding them that it is a good, reasonable
thing to do: Maybe if you appeal to her better
nature (= her kindness), you can get her to help.
5] sb's better nature, sb's sense of justice
® v+prep

appertain/ zps'tem; AmE por't-/
appertain to sth (formal) to belong to sth; to be
connected with sth: the duties appertaining to the
post
This verb is usually only used in written
English.
@ v+prep

apprise jspran/

ap'prise sb of sth (formal) to tell or inform sb
of sth: We were fully apprised of the situation.
@ v+n/pron + prep

argue /o:gju; AmE ‘arg-

.argue sb 'into sth; argue sb ‘into doing

sth to persuade sb to do sth by giving them a
large number of reasons why they should doit: 7
managed to argue him into going back home to
talk to his parents.

argue sb out of sth, argue sb out of doing
sth

@® v+ nipron +prep

;argue sth ‘out to discuss all the details of an

idea, a plan, etc,, often in an excited or angry
way, until you reach a decision: I'm sure they'll
manage to argue out any differences that arise. ¢
I'm too tired to argue it out with you now. & The
issues have all been argued out at great length.

@® v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+advy

,argue sb 'out of sth; argue sb 'out of -

dolng sth to persuade sb not to do sth by giving
them a large number of reasons why they should
not do it: Targued her out of her crazy ideq.
argue sb into sth, argue sb into doing sth
@ v +nipron +adv+prep

‘argue with sth to disagree with what sb says; to

say or show that sth is not right: Tt’s cold today,
Isn’t it?” ‘I can’t argue with you there! (= 1 agree
with you).’o It's a lovely jacket — and you
couldn’t argue with the price.

assoclate with

Argue with sth is often used with can't or
another negative.

© v+prep

arrive jorarv/

ar'rive at sth to agree on sth or to find sth after
discussing and thinking about it: They had both
arrived at the same conclusion. o It didn’t take
long to arriveat a decision.
\'!}Elj A H o Jdal mr 'y
IEYD reach sth
& v+prep

arse jas; AmEars/

.arse a'bout/a’round (BrE, A, slang) to behave

in a silly or annoying way and waste time
instead of doing what you are supposed to be
doing: Stop arsing about and give me my bag
back.

Mess argund and play around are more
polite verbs to use to express this.
& vvadv

ascribe jo'skrab/

a'scriba sth to sb to consider, perhaps wrongly,
that sth has been written, painted, spoken or cre-
ated by a particular person: This play is usually
ascribed to Shakespeare.
attribute sth to sb
@ v+n/pron +prep

a'scribe sth to sb/sth (formal) 1 to consider
that sth is caused by a particular personor thing:
He ascribed his exhaustion to the heat and an
unfamiliar diet. 2 to consider that a person or a
thing has a particular quality: I am reluctant to
ascribe supernatural powers (o a fortune teller. ¢

The government ascribe great importance (o these

policies.
BT attribute sth to sb/sth
@ v+nlpron+prep

ask jask; AmE zsk/

‘ask after sb to ask for news about sb and how
they are, etc: Did she ask after me in her letter?
enquire after sb (formal)

& v+prep

.ask sb a‘long to ask sb if they would like to go
with you to an event or activity: Jane and Ed are
going to a movie tonight, and they’ve asked me
along.

Invite sb along (rore formal)
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n(rare)

.ask a'round to ask a number of different people
in order to find out sth: I don’t know if there's any
work, but I'll ask around for you.

@® v+adv
,ask sb a'round (AmE) = ASK SB OVER/ROUND

,ask sb 'back (to sth) (especially BrE) to invite sb

to come back to your house with you for a drink,
etc. when you are both out together: I asked him
back for a coffee.

JEvi) have sb back; invite sb back (to sth)
(moreformal)

@ v+n/pron + adv

‘ask for sb to say that you want to see or speak to

sb: There’s somebody at the door asking for Pete.
@ v+prep

‘ask for sth 1 to say that you want sb to give you

sth: Jodie asked for a guitar for her birthday. o If
you get into trouble, don’t hesitate to ask for help.
© We couldn’t have asked for better weather. &
A beautiful house, husband and children. What
more could you ask for? Y0 request sth (for-
maly 2 (informal) if sb is asking for trouble or
asking for it, they are behaving in a way that is
likely to cause sth bad to happen to them: You’re
asking for trouble walking home alone at night. o
‘You asked for it! (= you deserve what ] am going
to do to you)' she sald, pouring a bucket of water
over his head. trouble, It 3 to say that you
want to speak to sb or be directed to a place:
When you arrive, go to reception and ask for
George. o Ask for the station if you get lost.

© v+prep

.ask sb ' In/'up to invite sb to come into the rcom

or building that you are in, especially your
home: Aren't you going to ask me in? It's cold out
here. 6 She asked me into her office for a chat. ¢
Once we get settled, we must ask the neighbours in
Jor caffee.
B invite sb In/up (more formal)
& v+n/pron +adv

,ask sb ‘out to invite sb to go out with you, espe-
cially when you would like a romantic relation-
ship with them: Has he asked you out yet?
BYD Invite sb out (more formal)
© v+ nipron + adv

,ask sb ‘over/round (BrE)(AmE ask sb a'round)
to invite sb to come and visit you in your home:
She's asked me round for dinner.
Invite sb over/round (more formal)
@ v +n/pron +adv

,ask sb 'up = Ask sB IN/uP

asplre jo'spara(r)/

a'spire to sth to have a strong desire to gain or
achieve sth: He's never really aspired to great
wealth.
& v+prep

assoclate /osaufiett; AmEa'sou-/

as'soclate with sb to be involved with or spend
a lot of time with sb or with a group of people,
especially people that sb else does not approve of:
Idon’t like the people you associate with.
& v+prep



associate with

as'sociate yourself with sh/sth (formal to
say that you agree with sb or with their ideas:
It was unreasonable to expect the Democrats to
qssociate themselves with spending cuts and tax
increases.
7R dissociate yoursel from sb/sth

& v+pron +prep

attend jotend/

at'tend to sb/sth (formal) to deal with or take
responsibility for sth; to give practical help and
care to sb who needs it: I have some urgent busi-
ness to attend to. » (BrEy Are you being attended
t0?
[ ds, cust
5% jook after sb; look after sth; see to sb/sth
(less formaly
& v+prep

attribute jotribjut/

at'tribute sth to sb to consider, perhaps
wrongly, that sth has been written, painted,
spoken or created by a particular person: This
painting is usually attributed to Goya.,
ascribe sth to sb
@ v+ nipron + prep

at'tribute sth to sb/sth to consider that sth is
caused by a particular person or thing: His suc-
cess can be largely attributed to hard work. o She
said she was not geing to attribute blame or seek
revenge for what had happened.
I5YK) ascribe sth to sb/sth; put sth down to sth
(less formal)
& v+nlpron + prep

auction sk, BrEalso "ok-f

.auction sth 'off to sell sth at an auction, espe-
cially sth that sb no longer needs or wants: The
house and all its contents will be auctioned off
next week.
© v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

avail jover;

a'vail yourself of sth (formal) to make use of
sth; to take advantage of sth, usually to improve
your situation: Guests are encouraged to avail

themselves of all the hotel’s services. ¢ I'd like to
avail myself of this opportunity to thank you all.
facilities, opportunity

< v+ pron +prep

average /xzvoridsz/

average 'out to result in a fair or equal amount
over a period of time or after several occasions:
Sometimes I do the cooking and sometimes my
Nlatmate does. It averages out over a month (=
results in us each doing the same amount of
cooking).
© v+adv

,average sth ‘out (at sth) to calculate the aver-
age of sth: If you average it out, there's one car
stolen every three minutes. o The tax authorities
averaged out his prafit at £10000 a yvear cver five
years.
@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron +adv

average 'out at sth to have a particular
amount as the average over a period of time: The
time she spends practising the piano averages out
at ahout an hour a day.
@ v+adv+prep

awake fo'weik/ (awoke fo'wavuk; AmE
a'wouk/, awoken /o'wavkan; AmE a'woukan/)

a'wake to sth (formal) to become aware of sth
and its possible results; to realize or understand
sth: They finally awoke to the full extent of the
problem. o I suddenly awoke to the fact that I had
the answer in front of me.
- see also AWAKEN TO STH, AWAKEN $B TO STH
G v+prep

awaken jo'weiken/

a'waken to sth: a'waken sb to sth (orman
to become aware of sth, or to make sb become
aware of sth, and its possible results: People are
gradually awakening to their rights. ¢ The pub-
lu‘ has been awakened to the full horror of the
situation.
- see @50 AWAKE TO STH
@ v+prep « v+nipron + prep

Bb

back jbek/

back a'way; back a'way from sb/sth to
move backwards away from sb/sth frightening
or unpleasant: He stepped forward and she
backed away in alarm. ¢ The child bucked away
from the dog nervously.
VD retroat (from sbisth) (nore formal)
- se¢ als0 BACK OFF 2
© v+adv e v+adv+prep
back a'way from sth; back a'way from
doing sth to avoid doing sth unpleasant or
difficudt; to show that you no longer support an
action or an idea: We will not back away from
tough measures. ¢ The union has backed away
from calling a strike.
@ v+adv+prep
,back 'down (or/from sth) to take back a claim or
a demand that you have made, or sth that you
have said, usually because sb forces you to: Nei-
ther of them will back down on this issue. o His
critics were forced to back down.
climb down (over sth); give tn (to sb/sth)
-» 5ee als0 BACK OFF (FROM STH/FROM DOING 8TH),
BACK OFF STH
@ v+adv
Jback ‘off 1 (informal) to stop threatening or
annoying sb: Back off and let me make my own
decisions. o The press have agreed to back off and
leave the couple alone. 2 to move away from
sbfsth frightening or unpleasant: As the head
teacher approached the children backed off
rotroat (from sivsth) - see also BACK AWAY, BACK
AWAY FROM SB/STH
© v+ady
Jback 'off (from sth/from doing sth), back 'off
sth (especially AmF) to decide not to continue to
do sth or support an idea, in order to avoid a diffi-
cult or unpleasant situation: The government
backed off in the face of strong opposition. ¢ He
refused to back off from his earlier statement. &
The rebels backed off their demand for meeting
with the President.
3 se¢ also RACK DOWN (ON/FROM STH)
@ v+adv s viprep
Jback 'onto sth (Brg) if a building backs onto
sth, it has sth behind it: The hotel backs onto the
golf course.
@ v+prep
Jback 'out; back 'out of sth; back ‘out of
doing sth to decide not to do sth that you had
agreed or promised to do: Everything sarranged.
1It’s too late to back out now. © There’s still time to
back out of selling the house.

50 pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing
sth; withdraw (from sth) (more formal)
@ v+adv » v+adv+prep

Jback 'up; back sh/sth 'up to move backwards
a short distance, especially in a vehicle; to make
sbisth move backwards a short distance: You can
back up another two metres or s0. o Jeff backed
the van up and drove off quickly. ¢ (figurative)
The woman was backed up agoinst the wall.
S0 reverse, reverse sth (more formal)
& v+adv e v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

back 'up; back sth 'up if trafficbacks up oris
backed up, it cannot move and forms a long line:
Two lanes were closed by the accident, causing
cars to back up for miles. o The traffic is backed
up fo the traffic lights.
Back sth up is nearly always used in the
passive.
® v+adv e vn/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jback sb/sth 'up 1 to say or show that what sh
says is true: If I tell my parents I was with you,
will you back me up? o His version of events is not
backed up by the evidence. 5] statement, claim
2 to support or help sbisth: Mel complained that
her hushand never backed her up in the control of
the children. & Backing her up (= playing music
to support her) was the band ‘Midnight Express’.
support sb/ath
& v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv +n (less frequent)
» 'backup n [C] [UI(AmE, music)(usually used as
an adjective) music that supports the main
singer or player in popular music or jazz: a
backup singer for Stevie Wonder ¢ She once sang
backup for Madonna.
- $eg also BACK-UP at BACK STH UP

back sth 'up 1 (computing) to make a copy of a
file, a program, etc. that can be used if the ori-
ginal one is lost or damaged: We back up all the
files every night. flle 2 to add sthextratosth,
especially as a support: The lectures will be
backed up by practical work. o They backed up
their demands with threats.
® v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» 'back-up n 1 [U] support or help that you can
use in order to do sth: military back-up ¢ They
have a huge back-up team. 2 [C) a second piece of
equipment, set of plans, person, etc. that can
replace another if necessary: He's our back-up if
another player isn’t available. ¢ the back-up plan
3 [C] (computing) a copy of a file, program, etc.
for use in case the original is lost or damaged:
Have you kept a back-up of this file? © a back-up
disk
<> see also BACKUP at BACK SB/STH UP



bag

bag =g/ (-gg-)

,bag sth 'up to put sth, usually large amounts of
sth, into a bag or bags: The vegetables are bagged
up on the farm and then sent out to the shop.

Bag sth can also be used with this meaning.
@ v+adv+n s v+nfpron+ady

bail /ber/

bail ‘out; bail 'out of sth 1 (Br& also bale
‘out, bale ‘out of sth) to jump out of a plane that
is going to crash, using a parachute (= a large
piece of cloth that opens out like an umbrella
and makes people fall slowly and safely): The
crew just had time to bail out. 2 (AmE) io stop
doing sth or taking part in sth because it is diffi-
cult or unpleasant: The actor who was supposed
to be playing the part bailed out. 3 see also BACK
OUT, BACK QUT OF STH, BACK QUT OF DOING $TH
@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

bail ‘out; ball sth ‘out (8rk afso bale ‘out, bale
sth ‘out) to throw water out of a boat with a con-
tainer or with your hands: The boat will sink unless
we bail out. ¢ They started bailing the boat out.
boat, water
® v+adv ¢ vinfpron+adv e v+adv+n

bail sh 'out (/aw) to pay sb's bail (= the money
that sh accused of a crime has to pay if they do
not appear at their trial) for them, so that they
can be set free until their trial
@ vinipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

,ball sb/sth 'out: bail sb/sth 'out of sth (Br&
also bhale sb/sth 'out, bale shisth 'out of sth)
(informaly to rescue sbisth from difficulties,
especially financial difficulties: The government
has refused to bail the company out again.

G veniprontadv ¢ v+adv+n ¢
v+nfpron +adv + prep

» 'bailout n (especially AmE, finance) an act of

giving financial help to a company, economy, etc.

to save it from failing: governmentibank bailouts

< @ bailout package

halance /bxlons/

‘balance A against B to compare the value or
importance of one plan, argument, etc. against
another: You must balance the high salary
against the long working hours.
sot sth against sth
© v+n/pron + prep

,balance 'out; balance sth 'out/up if things
that are very different or have opposite effects
balance out or you balance them out, they
become equal in amount or value: If you eat a
variety of food, protein and carbohydrate will
balance out over a week. & We need to invite three
more girls to balance up the numbers (= so that
there are equal numbers of boys and girls).

@ v+adv ¢ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+adv

bale /veyy

Jbale 'out; bale ‘out of sth (brk) - nam our,
BAIL OUT OF 8TH 1

Jbale 'out; bale sth 'out (BrE) = sau. our, BaiL
STH OUT

bale sb/sth 'out; bale sb/sth 'out of sth
(BrE) = BAIL SB/STH OUT, BAIL SB/STH OUT OF STH

balk /bok/

‘balk at sth; 'balk at doing sth (especially
AmE) . BAULK AT STH, BAULK AT DOING STH

balls bz

Dballs sth 'up (BrE, &) to spoil sth; to do sth very
badly
A more polite, informal way of saying this
is foul sth up or bungle sth.
@ v+nipron+adv » v+adv+n
» ‘balls-up n (A, slang, especially BrE) some-
thing that has been done very badly: I made o
real balls-up of my exams.
A more polite, informal way of saying this
is foul-up.

band jpend/

,band to'gether to form a group and act together
in order to achieve sth, etc: We need to band
together to fight these reforms.

@ viady

bandage fhendids/

[bandage sb/sth 'up to wrap a bandage (= a
long narrow strip of material) around a part of
the body that is injured: Joe bandaged me up
until the doctor came. ¢ I didn't see the burns
because her fingers were all bandaged up.

B8] wound, sb’s leg/arm, ate.

£ Bandage sb/sth up is often used in the
passive. « Bandage sb/sth is also used with this
meaning,

@ v+nfpron+adv » v+adv+n

bandy /bxndi/ (bandies, bandying, bandied,
bandied)

,bandy sth a'bout (a/so bandy sth a'round
especially BrE) if a word, a name, etc. is bandied
about, it is mentioned or talked about by many
people, often in a careless way: The stories being
bandied about are completely false. o He's not
Dpaid anything like the £4000 o week figure being
bundied around.
story, figures, word/term
Bandy sth abouat/around is usually used
in the passive.

@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron+adv

bark

bang /ven/

bang a'round (also bang a‘bout especially BrE)
to move around noisily: We could hear them
banging about upstairs, moving things.
@ v+ady
Jbang a'way 1 (informaD to hit sth repeatedly
with lots of force or energy: She picked up the
hammer and began banging away with enthusi-
asm. 2 if sth such as your heart bangs away, it
makes very loud regular sounds: My heart was
banging away unhealthily.
@ v+adv
Jbang a'way at sth (AmE, informal) to work
very hard at sth: She banged away all day at her
assignment.
bash away (at sth) (Brk)
@ v+adv+prep
Jbang sth ‘down to put sth down quickly and
with a lot of force so that it makes a loud noise:
He banged his fist down on the table. o He bunged
the phone down (= ended the telephone conversa-
tion) before f could explain.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
bang 'into sbrsth to crash into or hit shisth vio-
lently, usually by mistake: He ran around the cor-
ner and banged into an old lady who was coming
the other way.
® v+prep
Jbang 'on about sbisth (BrE, informal) to talk
or write a lot or in a boring way about sth: Pat is
always banging on about politics. © She keeps
banging on about how wonderful her son is.
B go on (about sbsth)
& v+adv+prep
bang ‘out sth; bang itthem 'out (informal)
1 to play music very loudly: He banged out the
tuneon the piano. 2 to write sth very quickly and
without taking much care: She was banging out
four novels ¢ year EY® bash sth out (BrE)
churn sth out
A noun must always follow out, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and out.
® viadv+n e v+pron+adv
Jbang sb/sth 'up (4mkE, informal) to damage or
injure sbysth, especially by hitting sth else: I
banged up my knee when I fell off the bike.
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv
be/get banged 'up (BrE, informal) to be locked
up or put in prison: He was banged up in a Singa-
porejail for six months.
& belget+v+adv

bank /benk/

'‘bank on sb/sth; 'bank on doing sth; 'bank
on sb/sth doing sth to rely on sbisth; to be
confident that sth will happen: I'm banking on
your help. ¢ I'm banking on you to help me. o I'd

banked on getting a cup of coffee at the airport,
but everything was closed. o He was banking on
the train being on time. ¢ She might already have
cleaned up but I wouldn’t bank on it.
T count on sh/sth, count on doing sth,
count on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sb/sth,
reckon on doing sth, reckon on sb/sth doing
sth
< v+prep ¢ v+prep+nfpron + toinf

Jbank 'up; bank sth 'up (BrE) to form into a
large pile; to make sth form a large pile: The
snow had banked up on either side of theroad.
& v+adv « venipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bargain Ibecgon; AmE bargan/

bargain sth a'way (rare) to give away sth valu-
able or important in exchange for sth less valu-
able or important: The leaders refused to bargain
away the freedom of their people.

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv (less
frequent)

‘bargain for/on sth; ‘bargain for/on doing
sth; 'bargain forion sb/sth doing sth to
expect or be prepared to do sth; to expect sth to
happen or sb to do sth: We hadn't bargained for
such bad weather. o I hadn’t bargained on taking
the kids with us. & I didn’t bargain for Jake being
at the party. o When he tried to argue with Kate,
he got more than he had bargained for. o What
I hadn't bargained for was that very few people
would speak English.
357> reckon on shisth,r
reckon on sb/sth doing sth
These phrasal verbs are usually used in
negative sentences,
© v+prep

on doing sth,

barge /ba:ds; AmE baxds/

barge 'in (on sb/sth), barge 'into sth (infor-
mal) 1 to enter a place or join a group of people
auickly and rudely, without being asked: Sorry
to barge in, but... © She barged inon our meeting
without knocking. o He just barged (his way) info
the room. 2 to interrupt what sb is doing or say-
ing, especially when you have not been invited to
join in: As soon as I paused for breath, Bart
barged in. ¢ You can’t just come barging into our
conversation!
@ v+adv ¢ v+prep

bark ma:k; AmEbark/

bark sth 'out to shout sth loudly: She barked out
instructions to her secretary.
orders, instructions rap sth out
[N Bark sth can also be used with the same
meaning: He barked orders at Tim.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+speech



barricade
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barricade berked;

barricade yourselfisb 'in; barricade
yourselfisb in/into/in'side sth to put upa
!ine of objects at the entrance to a room or build-
ing, so that nobody can get in or out, usnally to
protect or defend yourself or sb else: The pélioe
were called when he barricaded himself in. o
They. barricaded themselves inside their house. o
Families had to be barricaded inside a restaurant
while students protested outside,
room, house
® v+nipron+adv « v +nipron + prep

base /bers/

‘base sth on sth (uiso 'base sth upon sth more
Jormal)to use or have an idea, an experience, ete.
as the point from which sth can be developed:
The novel is based on a true story. ¢ She is basing
the prosecution case on the eviderce of two wit-
nesses. o What'’s the design based on?o The
rgpnrl has been based upon inaccurate informa-
tion. ¢ Sue's knowledge of Jupan was based only
on what she had read in books.
[BE] decision, theory, design, opinion, etc.
EEE_ Base sth on/upon sth is often used in the
passive.
® v+nipron + prep

bash )

bash sb/sth a'bout (Brk, informal) to hit or
strike shysth and treat them/it in a rough way:
The mugger had bashed her about. )
® v+nipron + adv

bash a'way (at sth) (BrE) to work very hard at
§th for a period of time: I bashed away at the art-
icle without o break from 11 until 6.
@ v+ady

bash sth ‘down (informal, especially BrEy to
destroy sth and make it fall by hitting it vie-
lently: The firefighters had to bash the door down.
door 35Y® break sth down (more formal),
knock sth down (moreformal)
© v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
,b:fg; :Jh Iht'h (iz;nﬁt:rmal, especiaily Brk) to break
“destroy s itting it viole ] }
Pt oy St egm g it violently: The window
window, head, skull, nose
m smash sth in
Bash sth in is often used in the passive.
S vrnipron+adv e viadvn
Jbash sb's ‘head/brains in (informal) to hit
sb very hard: Shut up or I'll bash your brains in!
bash jon (with sth) (BrE, informal) to continue
working hard at sth: Let’s bash on. o I'd better
bash on with my work.
get on (with sth) (more formal)
@ v+adv

ibas_h sth 'out (BrE, informal) to write sth very
quickly, without taking much care: 7 don’t do
drafis of articles. Ijust bash them out.
bang out sth
@ v+advin e v+n/pron+adv

bash sb 'up (BrE, informal) to attack sb vio-
lently
Y8 beat sb up (more formal)
Bash sb up is used less often than the syno-
nym beat sb up.
® venipron+adv e v+adv+n

bat bt/ (1t

bat sth a'round (informal) to talk about or dis-
cuss plans or ideas, etc. before you decide what to
do: We're just batting some ideas around.
ideas, figures
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

batten batn

batten sth ‘down to fasten sth firmly in order
to prevent damage by storms or winds: They
managed to batten down the shutters and doors
before the hurricane hit.
@ v+adv+n e v+pipron + adv
\batten down the ‘hatches to prepare for dif-
ficult times ahead: Businesses are bagtening
;dgawn the hatches and preparing for a difficult

r

batter vty

batter sth 'down to hit sth repeatedly until it
breaks and falls down: The only way to getinwas
to hatter the door down.
door BY0 break sth down; beat sth down
@ v+nipron+adv « viadv+n

baulk especiaity BrE) (AmE usually balk)
/bak/

‘bautk at sth; ‘baulk at doing sth to be
unwilling to do sth or to get involved in sth
because it is difficult, dangerous, expensive, ete:
He baulked at the idea of telling his parents where
he was going.
idea, expense
@ v+prep

bawl o/

Jbawl sb ‘out (informal) to speak angrily to sb
because they have done sth wrong: My boss
bawled me out for being late. ’
tell sb off (for sth/for doing sth)
© venipron+tadv s v+adv+n
» bawling-out 2 [usually sing.} (informal) an
act of speaking angrily to sb because they have
done sth wrong
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be on

‘bawl sth ‘out (informal, especially BrE) to say or

sing sth very loudly or in a harsh voice: She

doesn’t give you an order:. She bawls it out. & The

children bawled out the songs.

@ v+adv+n o v+pron+adv e v+n+adv(rare) «
v +adv + speech

be /bi; strong form bi:/ (is/are, being, was jwaz,
woz: AmE waz, wazf, were fwaix), wa:(r)/, been
foim, bm/)

- after ~on
-~ at 12 ~onabout
~ away ~lgolkeep on at
~ before ~onto

~ behind ~ out

~ behind with ~ out for

~ down ~out of

~ down on ~ over
~down to - past

~igo down with ~ through
~in ~up

~infor ~ up against
~/getin on ~ up before
~ (well) in with ~up for
~into ~upto

~ off 13 ~upon

~ off for

he ‘after sth to try to get or obtain sth: Several
peaple in the office are after the same job. o She's
being too nice. { wonder what she's after.
& v+prap
be ‘at sb (informal, especially BrE) = BE/GO/
KEEP ON AT SB
be 'at sth to be busy doing sth: He’s been at his
essay ail night. o I'll be at it all day tomorrow.
& v+prep
pe 'at It to behave badly; to argue or fight:
The kids are at it again.
be a‘'way to not be at home, especially when you
are on holiday/vacation or on a business trip:
We'll be away for the month of August. o He’s
away on business at the moment.
©® v+adv
be before sb = sk ur BEFORE SB
be be'hind sb to give sb your support: Don't for-
get that we're behind you all the way.
@ v+prep
be be'hind with sth to be late doing sth, suchas
paying a bill, your rent, etc. We're behind with the
morigage repayments.  I'm behind with my col-
lege assignments.
@ v+adv+prep
be 'down if a computer system is down, it isnot
working temporarily: Surely your complter isn’t
down again?
@ v+adv

be ‘down on sb to treat sb severely or unfairly:

He's been really down on me lately.
& v +adv+prep

be 'down to sb to be the responsibility of sb; to
be sb’s fault: It’s down to you to help them now.
© v +adv+prep

be 'down to sth to have only a little money left:

I'm down to my last dollar.
@ v+adv+prep

bergo ‘down with sth to have or catch an ill-

ness: Gill’s down with flu.
& v+adv+prep

be 'in 1 to be in fashion: Miniskirts are in this

season. 2 to be elected to a political position: The
Democrats are in for another term.
@ v+adv

be ‘in for sth (informal) to be going to experi-

ence sth soon, especially sth unpleasant: She'sin
forashock. o It looks like we’re in for a storm.
& v+adv+prep
be/get 'in on sth (informal)tohavea shareinor
xnowledge of sth; to be or become involved in
sth: Are you in on the secret? o I'd like to be in on
the deal.
@ v+advrprep
be (well) 'In with sb to be (very) friendly with
sb and likely to get an advantage from the friend-
ship
© v +ady +prep
be ‘into sth to have a taste for or an interest in
sth: Are you into juzz music? o He's been into
trains since he was a small boy.
© vtprep
be 'off 1 to leave; to go, especially in a hwrry: J
must be off 2 to have gone bad and not be fit to
eat or drink: This milk isaff
® v+adv
be ‘off sth 1 to have no interest in sth; to have
stopped liking sth: Ske can’t be well. She’s been
off her food all week. o That's it. I'm off men for
life. 2 to have finished speaking on the tele-
phone: Isn't he off the phone yet?
@ v+prep
be .off for 'sth (informal) to have a particular
amount of sth: How are we off for coffee (= how
much have we got)?
& v+adv+prep
be ‘on 1 (of an event, a show, a performance, etc.)
to be happening; to take place: Is the party still
on? 2 (of a performer) to be on the stage; to per-
form: Who's on next? o We're on after the support
band. 3 (of food) to be cooking: Are the potatoes
on?
& v+adv
I youw're 'on (spoken, informal) used when you
are accepting a bet or a challenge
be 'on sb if sth such as drinks, food, tickets, etc.
are on sb, they are paid for by that person: The
drinks areon me tonight.
@ v+prep



bo on
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be ‘on sth 1 to be taking medicine, a drug, etc:
She’s been on the pill for ten years. o I'mon strong
painkillers. 2 to be talking to sb on the telephone:
She’s been on the phone for hours. 3 to be eating
or drinking sth: I'm on my third coffee already
this morning.
@ v+prep
what are you 'on? (spoken, informal) used
when you are very surprised at sb’s behaviour
and are suggesting that they are acting in a simi-
lar way to sb using drugs
be ‘on about sth (informal. especially BrE) to
talk ahout sth, often in a boring way; to mean sth:
He’s always on about how much money he earns.
© What are you on about? (= 1 don't really under-
stand).
@ v+adv+prep
be/go/keep 'on at sb (also be 'at sb) (informal,
especially BrE) to try to persuade sb to do sth by
talking about it very often and in an annoying
way: I've been on at my husband to go to the doc-
tor; but he won’t.
ISY® nag sb
® v+adv+prep ¢ v+prep
be 'onto sb (informal) 1 to become aware that sb
has done sth wrong or illegal and be trying to
catch them: The police aren’t onto us yet. 2 to talk
to sb about sth, especially to complain about sth
or ask them to do sth: I've been onto the council
about the noise,
& v+prep
be ‘onto sth to tind or discover sth that could
have very good results for you or for sb else: She
could be onto something (= she might have dis-
covered sth that will prove important).
® v+prep
be 'out 1 to have stopped work as a protest and be
on strike: The postal workers are still out. 2 to be
no longer in prison: I've heard Smith’s out now. 3
if a jury (= a group of people who decide the
results of a competition or whether or not sb is
guilty of a crime) is out, they are still trying to
make a decision 4 to no longer be in fashion:
Black is out this year. o Politeness seems to be out
of fashion these days (= no one is polite any
more). § if an action, for example, is out, it is not
possible or is not allowed: Shall we get together
one evening next week? Monday's out — I've got a
French class.
@ v+adv
the jury is (still) ‘out on sth used when you
are saying that sth is still not certain: The jury is
still out on whether wine can be good for you.
be 'out for sth; be 'out to do sth tobe trying
very hard to do sth or to get sth: He’s out for
revenge. © Everyone's just out for what they can
get these days (= they are trying to get things for
themselves). © The German team want to win
this game, but Brazil are out to stop them.
@ v+adv+prep + v+adv+toinf

be ‘out of sth to have used up a supply of sth and
have nothing left: We're out of sugar.
® v+adv +prep

be 'over sb to have returned to your usual state
of happiness after the end of a relationship: It
was hard at first, but I'm over him now.
® v+prep

be ‘over sth to have returned to your normal
state of health after an illness: He’s over the flu
now.
® v+prep

be 'past it (informal) used to show that you think
sb is so old that they can no longer do anything
useful or interesting: The children laughed at
him and said he was past it.
@ v+prep+it

be ‘through (to sb) to be connected to sb on the
telephone: You're through now. o You’re through
to the manager now.
& v+adv

be ‘through (with sb/sth) (especially AmE) to
have finished using or doing sth; to have finished
a relationship with sb: Aren’t you through yet?
You've been ages! o He promised he was through
with drugs. o Keith and I are through.
Gvradv
be 'up 1 to be awake: You're up early. o I've been
up all night. 2 (of the wind, the sea, ete,) to
increase in strength or become violent: In the
morning the wind was up and we got ready for a
day’s sailing. 3 (spoken. informal) (of a drink, a
meal, etc.) tobe ready: Tea's up! Come and get it.
> S¢e also WHAT'S Up at BE UP TO $TH
@ v+adv

be 'up against sbysth to be facing problems or
difficulties: We're up against tough competition.
© With three players injured, they were really up
against it (= in a difficult sitnation). ¢ Do vou
realize what you're up against?
® v+adv+prep
be 'up before sb (also be be'fore sh) to appear
in court or before a judge: He’s up before the judge
tomorrow.
@G v+adv+prep « v+prep
be 'up for sth 1 to be considered for sth, espe-
cially as a candidate for a job, in an election, ete:
She’s up for promotion. o (informal) There are 50
tickets up for grabs (= available for people who
ask quickly). 2 to be for sb to buy: I see your house
is up for sale. o A Picasso is up for auction. 3
(informal) to be ready to take part in an activity:
The new job will be a challenge, but I'm up for it.
® v+adv+prep
be 'up to sb 1 to be sb’s responsibility or duty:
It’s up to you to make sure the house is kept tidy. 2
to be left to sb to decide: ‘Shall we go out?” ‘It's up
{oyou.’
@ v+adv+prep
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beat to

be 'up to sth (informal) 1 to be busy doing sth,

especially sth bad: What have you been 'up to
lately? o The kids are quiet — I'm sure they're up
to no good (= they are doing sth bad). 2 to be as
good as people expect: Was your meal up to stand-
ard?
© v+adv+prep ] s
what's up? (spoken, informal) 1 used tu.ask
sbif there is something wrong: You look terrible!
What’s up? o [couldn’t understand what qu up
with George. 2 used as a greeting to mean how
are you?’, ‘what have you been doing?’, etc.

be u'pon sb (formal) to be going to happen very
soon: The election is almost upon us.
© v+prep

bear [bear); AmE ber/ (bore {boi(r)/borne
fban; AmE boirn/)

bear ‘down on sbrsth (also bear 'down upon

' sb/sth more formal) 1 (especially BrE) 1o move
towards sb/sth in a determined or threatening
way: A crowd of journalists bore down on the
minister. © A hurricane is bearing down on
central America. 2 (especially AmE) if a prob-
lem or a difficult situation beaxrs down on you,
it makes you feel very worried and has a severe
effect on you: The drought is bearing down very
hard on farmers. 3 (especially AmE) to press
or push on shisth: (figurative) The government
has announced it will bear down on (= deal
strictly with) inflation.

© v+adv+prep
'‘bear on/upon sbysth (formal) to be com_mectec_d

with sbsth; to have an effect on sbisth: This deci-

ston bears directly on our everyday lives.

B0 affect sb/sth

This verb is mainly used in written Eng-

lish.

& v+prep
bear sb/sth 'out (especially BrE) to show that
' sth is true or that what sb says is true; to s}xpport

sb/sth: I always said she'd do well. John will bear

me out on this. o John will bear out what I say. ¢

This theory is not borne out by the facts.

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n _
bear 'up (under sth) to remain cheerful and in
] control in a difficult situation: ‘How is your

mother? ‘She’s bearing up very well.” o ‘How are

you?’ ‘Oh, bearing up.’

@ v+adv
'bear upon sb/sth = BeaR ON/UPON SB/STIH
! r with sb to be patient with sb: If you'll just
bg:ar with me for @ moment, I'll try to find her. o

She’s under a lot of strain. Just bear with her.

Bear with sb is usually used in the present

tense or to ask sb to be patient.

® v+prep

beat /biit/ (beat. beaten /bi:tn/)

beat sb 'back to make sb move backwards away
' from sth: She was beaten back by the flames. ©
They tried to beat the enemy forces back. )
Beat sb back is usually used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
heat 'down (on/upon sbrsth) 1 if the sun beats
I down, it shines with great heat. The sun beg.t
down all afternoon from a clear sky. 2 if rain
beats down, it falls with great force: The rain
was beating down on them.
@ v+adv
beat sh/sth ‘down to persuade sb to reduce the
' price of sth; to get sb to accept a lower price g"or
sth: Chris tried to beat them down to a lower price.
knock sb/sth down
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n (less frequent)
beat sth 'down 1 to hit sth hard, often many
‘ times, until it falls down: The police had to beat
the door down. o People are hardly beating the
door down to get her latest book (= they are not
rushing to buy it). door I3 break sth
down: batter sth down 2 to make sth flatter or
lower'by hitting it hard, usually with §th flat: J
used a spade to beat down themud untilit wasflat
and hard. o Two women tried to beat down the
Sflames on his back. flames
@ v+nipron+adv + v¥adv+n
beat shisth 'off 1 to drive sb/sth back or away
' by fighting: They beat off an attack by the rebel
army. o He tried to beat the thugs off with a
stick. attack, attacker 2 to defeat sbisth in
a competition: The company has beaten off very
strong competition from abroad. challenge,
competition
® v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv
‘beat on sb (AmE, informal) to hit or kick sb
repeatedly
-> see also BEAT SB UP; BEAT UP ON SB
& v+prep o
beat sth 'out 1 to produce a rhythm by hitting
' sth such as a drum repeatedly rhythm 2 to
put out a fire by hitting it with sth suct_l asa blan-
ket, a jacket. a brush, etc: He used his Jjacket to
beat out the flames. flames, fire 3 to make a
piece of metal flat by hitting it with a hammep
ete: Pure gold can be beaten out to form very thin
sheels. gold/iron, dent
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv (less
freguent)
beat sb ‘out (for sth) (AmE) to defeat sb ina com-
' petition: They beat out nine other companies for
the contract.
& v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
‘beat sb to sth: beat sb ‘to ittoachievesthor
reach a place before sb else: Beckham beat every-
one else to the ball. o Book now before somebody
else beats you to it!
% v+nipron + prep
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beat sb 'up to hit or kick sb repeatedly: Her hus-
band used to beat her up. ¢ The gang went round
beating up old ladies.
Y0 bash sb up (informal, less frequent)
-» see also BEAT UP ON SB
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n
» beat-'up (especially AmE) (BrE usually
,beaten-'up) adj [usually before noun] (infor-
mal) old or damaged: Hedrives a beat-up old van.
beat yourself 'up (informal) to blame yourself
for sth; to criticize yourself: If we don’t succeed
the first time, we shouldn’t beat ourselves up, but
try again.
& v+pron+adv
Jbeat 'up on sb (AmE, informal) to attack sb
physically or with words: Of course it’s not OK to
beat up on your wife. © He was accused of beating
up on the President in the press.
-» see also BEAT ON SB
@ v+adv+prep

beaver /bivar)/

Jbeaver a'way (at sth) (BrE, informal) to work
very hard at sth: She'’s been beavering away at
her homework for hours.

@ v+adv

become /brkam/ (became /brkem/
become)

be‘come of sbysth (formal) to happen to sb/sth:
I wonder what became of the people who lived
next door. ¢ What will become of us if I lose my
Job?
Become of sh/sth is always used in a ques-
tion with what.
© v+prep

bed /bed/ (dd-)

Jbed 'down (BrE) 1 to lie down to go to sleep
somewhere you do not normally sleep: Young
people bedded down in doorways. B doss
down (BrE, less formal) 2 (also bed 'in) if sth/sb
new beds down, it/they become settled and start
to work well: It’ll take a while for the new system
to bed down. o The new players have bedded
down well in the team.
®© v+adv

beef mif

beef 'up sth; beef it/them 'up (informal) to
make sth bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc:
Security has been beefed up. o The company has
been trying to beef up its image.
OIEEE A noun must always follow up, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and up.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv
» 'beefed-up adj [only before noun] improved;
made bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc:
beefed-up security

beg /veq/ (-gg)

beg 'off; beg 'off sth; beg 'off doing sthto
ask to be excused from sth; to say that you eannot
do sth that you are expected or have promised to
do: She was asked to work the weekend shift but
she tried to beg off © He begged off visiting his
grandparents.
BYD pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing
sth
=» see also CRY OFF, CRY OFF STH, CRY OFF DOING STH
@ v+adv ¢ viprep

believe /oriv/

be'lieve in sb/sth 1 to feel sure that sb/sth
exists: Do you believe in ghosts? ¢ I believe in
God. ¢ Idon’t believe in aliens. - see also DISBE-
LIEVE IN $B/STH 2 to have confidence in sb/sth, to
feel sure that they/it will be successful or achieve
sth: My parents always believed in me. o [ have to
believe in a product before I can sell it.
© v+prep

be'lieve in sth; be'lieve in doing sth to feel
that sth is right or valuable; to approve of sth: Do
you believe in capital punishment? o She doesn’t
believe in running risks. o I'vealways believed in
giving people a second chance.
& v+prep

be'liave sth of sb to accept that sb is capable of
a particular action, etc., especially a bad or
immoral one: Taking drugs! I can’t believe that
of Lucy! o If I hadn’t seen him doing it, I would
never have believed it of him. o She is deter-
mined to believe the worst of me (= think I am
capable of doing, and likely to do, sth very bad).
@ v +nipron +prep

belong mrioy; AmE 10/

be'long to sb (not used in the progressive tenses)
1 to be the property of sb; to be owned by sh: The
house belonged to my cousin. © That land belongs
to the golf club. © Who does the van belong to? 2 if
a time or an event belongs to a team, a group of
people, etc. they are the most successful, popular
or important: Britain did well in the athletics
competition, but the day belonged to Norway. ¢
The second half of the twentieth century belonged
to the young. 3 if a job, a duty, etc. belongs to
you, it is your responsibility: The job of discip-
lining a child belongs to the parents. o The credit
Jor our success belongs to the staff (= they made
us successful, for example by working hard).
& v+prep

be'long to sth 1 to be a member of sth, for
example, a club, an organization or a family: I
don’t belong to any political party. o Portugal
already belongs to the European Union.
(trade) union, club, (political) party 2 to be part
of a particular group or system: Rattlesnakes
belong to the viper family. ¢ These three turtlesall
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belong to one species. specles, class, group,
category 3 to be part of sth or connected with a
particular time or place: These things belong to
the past. ¢ Writers like him belong to a different
generation. the past, generation

©® v+prep

‘belt peit/

belt sth ‘down (AmE, informal) to drink sth
quickly: He belted down his beer:
157 knock sth back
@ v+adv+n s v+n/pron +adv

\belt 'out sth; belt ittthem ‘out (informal) if
you belt out a song or a piece of music, you sing
or play it very loudly: Nobody can belt out a fune
like she can. © A radio belted out pop music.
BEEEE A noun must always follow out, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and out.
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv

belt 'up (BrE, informal) 1 (spoken) used to tell sb
not very politely to be quiet: Belt up, will you?
¥5Y) shut up (informal) 2 to fasten the belt that
you wear in a car to keep you in your seat if there
is an accident (a seat belt) ZY®> buckle up
© v+adv

bend /bend/ (bent, bent /bent/)

‘bend 'down to lean down: He bent down and
kissed her on the cheek.
& v+adv

bend 'over; bend 'over sth to lean over; to
bend from the waist: Bend over and touch your
toes. o He was bending over his desk, writing.
& v+adv « v+prep
Xl bend over 'backwards (to do sth) to do
everything you can or make a great effort to do
sth, especially to help sb: We bend over back-
wards to be fair to all the children.

bet [bet/ (betting, bet, bet or less frequent bet-
ting, betted, betted)

'bet on sth; 'bet on sb doing sth torely onsth
or on sb doing sth and expect it to happen: ‘Do
you think she'll come?” ‘T wouldn’t bet on it (=1
don’t think it is very likely).” o Don’t bet on me
still being here when you get back!
count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, count
on sb/sth doing sth
© v+prep

bill o/

'bill sb/sth as sth to describe sb/sth in a particu-
lar way; to advertise sb/sth as sth: Some patients
are receiving what has been billed as a revolution-
ary treatment. o The concert was billed as A
Night of Magic’,

@ v+nipron +prep

bind /bamd/ (bound, bound /baund)

bind sb ‘over (law) to warn sb that they will
have to appear in court if they break the law
again: He was bound over to keep the peace.
Bind sb over is usually used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ vtadv+n

'bind sb to sth (formal) to force sb to do sth by
making them promise to do it or making it part
of a legal document: The company directors are
bound to secrecy (= they have promised not to
say anything) about the future of the company. ¢
The band found they were bound to the contract.
OB Bind sb to sth is usually used in the pas-
sive,
® v+nipron + prep

Jbind sth 'up (with sth) to tie a long thin piece of
fabric around sth to protect it: She bound up his
wounds with bandages.
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron +adv
be bound 'up in sth to be very busy with sth;
to be very interested or involved in sth: He's too
bound up in his work to have much time for his
children. bound 'up with sth closely connected
with sth: The history of the company is closely
bound up with the history of the Grant family.

bite /bart/ (bit /brt/, bitten /brtn/)

'bite at sth to try to bite sth: The dog bit at the
boy’s hand.
® v+prep

bite 'back (at sb/sth) to react when sb has
harmed you and try to harm or criticize them: If
you criticize him, he’ll bite back.
hit back (at sh/sth)
@ v+adv

.bite sth 'back to stop yourself from saying sth
or from showing how you feel: She struggled to
bite back the tears of disappointment. ¢ Mike bit
back his anger. ¢ The word ‘idiot’ came into her
head, but she bit it back.
words, anger, retort suppress sth
Bite sth back is not used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(rare)

bite 'Into sth 1 to cut or press into the surface of
sth: The collar bit into his neck. cut into sth
2 to have an unpleasant effect on sth, especially
by making it smaller: The recession is biting into
our profits.
® v+prep

bite sth 'off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off
a piece of chocolate. < His finger had been bitten
off byadog.
® v+adv+n e v+n/pron+ady
[E3 bite/znap sb’s ‘head off (informal) to shout
at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good
reason: I only asked him when the work would be
finished and he almost bit my head off bite off
more than you can ‘chew (informal) to try todo
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too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This
time he's bitten off more than he can chew. |, ete.
could have bitten my/his/her ‘tongue off/out
used to say that you wish you hadn’t said sth that
you have just said: Sam looked hurt and Maria
could have bitten her tongue off

black bizk/

Jblack 'out to lose consciousness or lose your
memory for ashort time: The pain kit him and he
blacked out.

& v+ady

» ‘blackout 1 a temporary loss of consciousness
or of memory: When did you start having these
blackouts?

-» see also BIL.ACKOUT at BLACK STH OUT

black sth 'out to turn out lights completely or
cover windows, etc. so that light cannot be seen
from outside: blacked out windowsthouses o The
city was often blacked out (= there were no lights
because there was no electricity) by power cuts.
©2d window, city
Black sth out is often used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(rare)
» 'blackout 1 (especially BrE) (in the past) a
period of time during a war when the streets and
buildings were kept as dark as possible so that
the enemy could not see what to bomb 2 [usually
plL.I(BrE)a covering for windows that stops light
from outside coming in, or that stops bright light
being seen from outside: blackout material 3
(also 'outage AmE) a period of time when the
electricity supply to a place stops completely
This is now the most common meaning of
blackout. 4 a situation when the government or
the police prevent a radio or television pro-
gramme from being broadcast, or do not allow
some news or information to be given to the pub-
lic: The government have been accused of main-
taining a news blackout ouer election fraud.
~» $ee (110 RLACKOUT at BLACK OUT

blank jbiegk/

blank 'out (AmE, informal) if you or your mind
blanks out, you can't remember anything or
you become confused: I hope I don’t blank out in
the exam. '
Blank has the same meaning.
® v+adv

blank sth 'out 1 to deliberately forget sth
unpleasant: Your childhood may have been diffi-
cult but you can’t just blank it out. 2 to cover sth
written or printed, for example, with black ink
so that it cannot be read: All the names in the
report had been blanked out.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv e v+n+ady(rare)

blare blea(r): AmE bler/

blare ‘out; blare sth ‘out if music blares out,
or a radio, ete. blares out music, it is produced
or played very loudly: Music was blaring out
Jfrom somewhere. & The radio was blaring out
rock music.
YD blast out, biast sth out (Jess frequent)
G v+adv e viadv+n ¢ v+n/pron +adv

blast jvlast; AmEblesy

.blast a'way (at sb/sth) if a gun or sb using a gun
blasts away, the gun fires loudly and continu-
ously: The machine guns blasted away all night.
@& v+ady

Jblast sbisth a‘way (less frequent) to kill sb or
remove sth or break it apart violently for
example with a gun, explosives, ete: They have
blasted away the side of this beautiful valley t
make a road. o (figurative) This theory has been
blasted away by the new evidence.
blow sb/sth away
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv (rare)

,blast 'off when a spacecraft blasts off, it leaves
the ground and goes up into space: The rocket
Blasted off at 7.28p.m.

YR lift off

G v+ady

» ‘blast-off n [U] the moment when a spacecraft
leaves the ground: Blast-off will be in 30 seconds.

,blast ‘out: blast sth ‘out if music blasts out
oraradio, etc. blasts out music, it is produced or
played very loudly: A Beatles song was blasting
out at full volume. ¢ The radio was blasting out
heavy rock music.
blare out, blare sth out
® v+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

blaze /bleiz/

,blaze a‘way 1 (at sbisth) if guns or people blaze
away, the guns fire continuously: The guns kept
blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes
away, it burns brightly
Blaze is used with the same meanings.
© v+adv

blaze 'up if a fire blazes up, it suddenly starts
burning more strongly: (figurative) His anger
blazed up uncontrollably.

@ v+adv

blend /biend;

Jblend ‘in 1 (with sth) if something blends in
with sth else or with its surroundings, it looks
similar to it/them or matches well: The curiains
blend in perfectly with the carpet. o The new office
block doesn’t blend tnwell with its traditional sur-
roundings. 2 (with sb) if sb blends in with other
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people, they become similar to the people around
them: He should try to blend in with the locals a
bit more.

-3 See @IS0 BLEND INTO STH; MERGE IN (WITH STH),
MERGE INTO STI

€ v +adv

blend sth 'in 1 (in cooking) to add another sub-
stance to sth and mix them together: Heat the
butter gently and then biend in a little flour. B¥®
mix sth in 2 to make & substance mix with
another so that you cannot see where one ends
and the other starts: Blend the eyeshadow in with
your fingers. < He blended in the charcoal lines to
make the picture look softer:

G viadvin e v+pront+adv e v+n+ady(less
Srequent)

,blend 'into sth tolook or sound so similar to sth
that it is difficult tor anyone to see or hear it sep-
arately: The animals can become almost invisible
by blending into the long grass. o The new devel-
opment should blend into its surroundings.
background, surroundings
= see @S0 BLEND IN; MERGE IN (WITH STH), MERGE
INTO STH
G v+prep

blimp /bimy/

blimp ‘out/'up (AmkE, informal) to become fat; to
gain weight
@® v+adv

blink jbugk;

blink sth a'way to clear sth from the eyes by
blinking (= closing and opening your eyes
quickly): He blinked away a tear.
tears
@ v+adv+n e v+ojpron+adv

blink sth 'back to try to control your tears: I found
myself blinking back tears during his speech.
only tear(s)
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +ady

block /bink; AmE blak;

Jblock sbisth 'in to stop a vehicle from being
driven away by parking too close to it: You're
blocking that Mini in. © Somebody had parked in
Sfront of me, blocking me in. & I was blocked in by
two lorries so L had to leave the car and walk.

@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv +n(less frequent)
block sth 'off 1 to close a road or another place
by placing a barrier across it to stop sbisth going
in or coming out: The police blocked the street off
& The pipe had been blocked off to prevent further
street, road, area, entrance
close sth off (to sthisb) 2 (especially AmE) to
reserve a period of time for a particular activity:
Thursday afternoons are blocked off for sports.
@ v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

block sth 'out to stop light or noise from coming
in; to cover or hide sth: The trees blocked out
much of the sunlight. ¢ (figurative) I'm so used to
the traffic noise now I just block it out (= 1 don’t
hear it).
light, sun, sound
@ v+advin e vipron+adv ¢ v+n+adv (less

frequent)

block sb/sth 'out; block sb/sth 'out of sth
to avoid remembering sbisth or thinking about
shfsth, especially sth unpleasant: He tried to
block the incident out of his mind.
blot sb/sth out, blot sbisth out of sth;
shut sth aut, shut sth out of sth; suppress sth
G v+nipron+ady e viadvin e

v +nipron + adv + prep

‘block sth 'up to fill sth such as a hole completely
so that nothing can get through it: All the win-
dows had been blocked up.
window, door, hole, fireplace
& v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n
» blocked 'up adj completely full; not clear: I've
got a blocked-up nose.

blot bint; Amkblat/ ¢t-)

blot sbysth ‘out. blot sb/sth 'out of sthio
avoid remembering sbfsth or thinking about
shisth, especially sth unpleasant: He wanted to
blot out the memory.
memorias, thoughts block sh/sth out,
bock sbisth out of sth; shut sth out, shut sth
out of sth
@ vinipron+adv e viadv+n e

v+ q/pron +adv +prep

.blot sth out to stop light or noise eoming in; to
cover or hide sth: Dark clouds were blotting out
the sun.
fight, sun, stars, sound block sth out
® v+adv+n + v+nipron+ady

blow Jblaw; AmE blots/ (hlew [blu:/blown
/blaun; Amk bloun))

~ away ~out

18  ~down ~ over
~in, into ~up
~off

blow a'way; blow sth a‘'way to be moved or
carried away by the force of the wind or by sb’s
breath; to move in this way: It was so windy the tent
nearly blew away! ¢ A sudden breeze blew his news-
paper away. & She blew away the dust on the lid.
® v+adv e v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

blow sb a‘way 1 (informal) to impress sb a lot;
tosurprise or please sb: I saw her performanceon
Broadway last year and it just blew me away.
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2 (AmE, informal, sport) to defeat sb easily:
Mitchell blew away the other runners.
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n

blow sh/sth a'way to kill sb or remove or des-
troy sth with explosives or with a gun: He threat-
ened to blow us away. © They blew his kneecaps
away (= by shooting them).
XY blast sh/sth away
@ v+nfpron+adyv « v+adv+n
Jblow 'down; blow sth ‘down if sth blows
down, or the wind blows it down, it falls to the
ground because of the force of the wind: An old
oak tree had blown down in the storm. ¢ Hun-
dreds of trees have been blown down this winter,
G vradv e v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n
Jblow 'in; blow ‘into sth (informal) to arrive
somewhere where you are not expected: Look
who's just blown in! o Have you heard who's just
blown into touwn?
@ v+ady » v+prep
blow 'off; blow sth 'off; blow sth 'off sth
1 if sth blows off, or the wind blows it off, it is
removed by the force of the wind: My hat blew off
o A gust of wind blew her cap off ¢ The roof was
blown off the Greens’ house. 2 if sth blows off in
an explosion, or an explosion blows sth off it is
violently removed: The door blew off in the explo-
sion. o Theexplosion blew the roaf off (the house).
©v+adv + vinipron+ady e v+adv+n e
v +n/pron + prep
{EH blow/knock sb’s 'socks off to impress or
surprise sb very much: When I first heard the
song, it blew my socks off
blow ‘off sth; blow it ‘'off (4mE, informal) 1o
decide not to do sth you should do or were plan-
ning to do: Jessica blew off her classes on Friday
afternoon to go shopping.
A noun must follow off, but a pronoun
comes between the verb and off.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+ady
,blow sb 'off (AmE, informal) to disappoint sb by
not mecting them as arranged; to end a relation-
ship with sb: We were supposed to go ol yester-
day, but he blew me off
IR stand sb up
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
.blow 'out 1 if a tyre blows out, it bursts sud-
denly: One of the front tyres blew out. burst
2 if an oil or gas well blows out, it suddenly
sends out gas with great force
® v+adv
» ‘blowout r 1 an occasion when a tyre bursts on
a vehicle while it is being driven 2 an occasion
when oll or gas suddenly escapes from an oil well
3 (BrE, informal) a large meal at which people
eat too much 4 (AmE, informal) a large party or
social occasion
-» see also BLOWOUT at BLOW SB OUT

blow ‘out; blow sth 'out 1 if a flame blows
out or sh/sth blows it out, it is put out by the
wind or some air: There was a sudden gust of
wind and the candle blew out. o She took a deep
breath and blew out all the candles. 2 if a window
blows out, or an explosion, etc. blows it out, the
force makes it fall out: All the windows blew out
in the blast. ¢ The explosion blew out the win-
dows in the building.
@ v+adv s viadv+n » v+nlpron+adv

blow sb 'out (AmE, informal, sport) to defeat sb
easily: The home team blew out the Suns by 30
paints.
@ v+njpron+adv « v+adv+n
» ‘blowout n (AmE, informal, sport) an easy
victory
- see aiso BLOWOUT at BLOW OUT

Jblow sth 'out 1 to breathe sth out from your
mouth: She inhaled and then blew the smoke out.
exhale sth 2 to fill sth, especially your
cheeks, with air: She blew out her cheeks in exas-
Deration. cheeks
@ v+nfpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
X3 blow your/sb's 'brains out (informal) to kill
vourselfisb by shooting yourselfithem in the
head

blow itself 'out if a storm blows itself out, it
loses its force and stops: By morning the storm
had blown itself out.
& v+pron+adv

,blow 'over 1 if a storm blows over, it becomes
less strong and stops: We sheltered in a barn until
the storm blew over. 7 die down; subside 2 if
sth such as an argument blows over, it becomes
less important and is forgotten: Don’t come back
to work until the argument has blown over. Y%
subside
® v+adv

blow ‘over; blow sb/sth 'over if sb/sth blows
over or the wind blows sb/sth over, they fall to
the ground because of the force of the wind: One
of the trees had blown over in the storm. ¢ The
fence had been blown over in a storm.
Blow sb/sth over is often used in the pas-
sive: Pedestrians were blown over in gale force
winds today.
© v+adv ¢ v+nipron+adv

Jblow ‘up 1 to explode; to be destroyed by an
explosion: The bomb blew up as experts tried to
defuse it. o The car blew up when it hit the wall.
BYR) explode (more formal) 2 to start suddenly
and with force: 4 storm blew up just after the ship
left port. o A row has blown up over the leaking of
information to the press. dle down 3 (at sb)
(informal) to become very angry: My mum blew
up at my dad for keeping me up so late. o His atti-
tude annoyed me and I blew up.
G v+adv
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blow up In sb’s 'face if & plan, adeal or a situ-
ation blows up in your face, it goes very badly
wrong and causes you harm or embarrassment
» 'blow-up 1 1 (especially AmE) an explosion 2
(AmE) an occasion when sb becomes very angry;
an argument: The tensions between them ended in
a big blow-up.
-» se¢ (tI50 BLOW-UP at BLOW STH UP

Jblow shisth 'up to kill sb or destroy sth with a
bomb or an explosion: The hijackers threatened
to blow the plane up. o A judge in Italy was blown
up by a car bomb last week.
Blow sb/sth up is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv e viadv+n

blow sth ‘up 1 to fill sth with air or gas: You need
to blow up the tyres on vour bike. balloon,
tyre inflate sth {more formal) let sth
down 2 to make sth larger: What a lovely photo!
Why don’t you have it blown up? B8l photo
enlarge sth (more formaly 3 10 make sth seem
more important, better or worse than it really is:
The whole affair has been blown up out of all
proportion. 30 exaggerate sth(more formal)
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» 'blow-up 1 a larger picture made from a photo
or picture: The blow-up showed a scar on the
attacker’s cheek.
- see also BLOW-UP at BLOW UP
» 'blow-up adj [only before noun] that you can
fill with air or gas
- see also BLOW-UP at BLOW UP

bluff vias

bluff sb 'out (old-fashioned. informal, especially
AmE) to lie and pretend in order to deceive sb
® v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

bluff it ‘out (especially BrE) to lie and deceive sb
in order to get out of a difficult situation, espe-
cially when they suspect you are not being hon-
est: If' he asks any difficult questions, you'll have
to biuff it out. ¢ 1 know everything so there’s no
point trying to blwg¥ it out.
@ v+it+adv

bluff sb 'out of sth (o/d-fashioned. AmE) to
deceive sb in order to get sth from them
SEVE), cheat sb of sth, cheat sb out of sth
® v+nlpron + adv + prep

blunder /blanda(r)

Jblunder a'round; blunder a'round sth (also
blunder a'hout’round. blunder a'bout/'round
sth especially BrE) to move about a place in an
awkward or uncertain way, Knocking into
things: He blundered about in the dork, feeling
Jor the light switch. o I blundered around the
flat, trying to be quiet.

& v+adv e v+prep

blunder "into sth 1 to walk into sbisth because
you are awkward or unable to see: She blundered
into a tree. 2 to accidentally find yourself inadif-
ficult or dangerous place or situation: She biun-
dered into a dangerous area of thecity after losing
her way. ¢ He had innocently blundered into g
privatedispute.
© v+prep

blurt st AmEvrt

blurt sth 'out to say sth suddenty and without
thinking carefully: 'There’s been an acvident,” she
blurted out. o He found himself blurting out the
whole story to her,
& v+adv+speech ¢ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

board ;bod; AmE boxdj

Jboard sth 'up to cover a window or a door with
boards: Al the windows had been boarded up.
window, house, shop
Board sth up is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ vtadv+n

bob /bob: AmE bab/ (-bb-)

bob 'up 1 to come to the surface quickly: She
dived in and bobbed up a few seconds later in the
middle of the pool. 2 to appear suddenly: She
bobbed up from behind the fence. B0 pop up
G v+adv

bog /bog; AmE bo:g/ (-gg-)

bog 'down (AmE) to be unable to make progress:
The bill bogged down after being passed by Con-
gress.
® v+adv

be/get bogged ‘down (in sth) 1 to be/get stuck
in mud or wet ground; to become stuck insthand
unable to make progress: The car got bogged
down in the mud. 2 to be unable to inake progress
inan activity: Don’i get bogged down in details. ¢
I'm rather bogged down (with work) af the
muoment.
® be/get+v+adv

bog 'off (BrE, slang) used to tell sb rudely to go
away: Bog offf I'm trying io sleep!
5N clear off (informal)
® v+ady

boll /uouy

boil a'way if a liquid boils away, it boils until
there is nothing left: The water in the saucepan
had all boiled away,
BTN evaporate (moreformal)
& vradv

boll sth 'down 1 to make a liquid less in quan-
tity by boiling it reduce sth (more formal)
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2 (to sth) to make sth smaller by removing unim-
portant parts and leaving only the essential
things: Boil the report down to the key points.
Y0 condense sth (more formal)
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

boil ‘'down to sth (not used in the progressive
tenses) if a situation, an issue, etc. boils down to
sth, it has that as its main part: It all boils down
to money in the end.
& v+adv+prep

,boil 'over1 if aliquid in a pan, etc. boils over, it
boils and flows over the side of the pan: Don’t let
the milk boil over: 2 (into sth) (informal) if anger,
an argument, etc. boils over, it changes and
becomes very violent and difficult to control:
The unrest coudd boil over into civil war. o She
interrupted swiftly before his temper could boil
over again. BYD) explode
@ v+adv

,boll 'up if anger, an argument, etc. boils up, it
starts to become stronger or more violent
@ v+adv

.boil sth 'up (BrE) to heat a liquid or some food
until it boils: I'll boil the kettle up again and we’ll
have a cup of tea.
Boil sth can be used with the same mean-
ing.
@ v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bollix {‘boliks; AmE ‘ba:l-/

Jbomb 'out (informal, especially AmE) to fail very
badly: The movie bombed out at the box affice.
Bomb is also used with the same meaning.
® v+adv

be/get bombed 'out; be/get bombed 'out
of sth if a person is bombed out, their home is
destroyed by bombs; if a building is bombed
out, it is destroyed by bombs: They got bombed
out.

& belget+v+adv + belget+v +adv+prep

bone /baun; AmE boun/

.bone 'up on sth (informal) to study sth,; to look
again at sth you already know: I must bone up on
my French before we go to Paris.

& v+adv+prep

book buk/

book 'in (at sth), book 'into sth (BrE) toarrive
at a hotel and arrange to have a room: They
booked in (at the St Francis Hotel) using a false
name. ¢ She booked into a hotel in the centre of
Boston.
check in (at sth); check into sth
18FF) check out, check out of sth
@ v+adv e v+prep

.book sb/yourself 'in (at sth), book sb/your-
self 'into sth(BrE) toreserve aroomatahotel,
ete. for sb: I've booked us in at the Plaza. ¢ The
hotel I was booked into was awful. © He's booked

bounce

boot jbu:/

oot sb 'out; boot sb 'out of sth (informal,
especially BrE) to force sb to leave a place, job,

school, club, etc: I'll have to boot you out soon —I
want {o lock up. © The manager booted him out of

the team. o He was booted out of the house by his
JSather.
¥5YM kick sb out, kick sb out of sth (informal),
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth
Boot sh out, boot sb ont of sth are often
used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n e
v +n/pron +adv + prep

,boot 'up; boot sth 'up (computing) if a com-
puter boots up, or sb boots it up, it is turned on
and becomes ready to use: My machine isn't boot-
ing up properly. © When you boot up, @ menu will
appear on the screen. < Boot the computer up and
enter your password,
computer
@ v+adv e v+nipron+adv ¢ vadv+n

border /boda(r); AmE bord-/
'border on sth (also 'border upon sth more for-

mal) 1 to share a border with another country or

region; to be next to a place: Many states border-
ing on the EU are eager to join. ¢ Their garden
borders on the River Severn. 2 to come close to
being sth: Her self-confidence borders on arro-

gance. & Qur task borders on the impossible. BTD

bottle /botl; AmE ba:tl/

Jbottle 'out; bottie 'out of sth; bottle ‘out

of doing sth (BrE, informal) to suddenly
decide not to do sth because you are too fright-
ened: I bottled out of phoning him at the last
minute.
chicken out, chicken out of sth, chicken
out of doing asth
& v+adv + v+adv+prep

Jbottle sth 'up to keep your feelings, especially
sadness or anger, hidden and not tell other
people how you are feeling: Tell someone how
you'refeeling, instead of bottling it all up.
emotions, feelings
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bottom /botem; AmE ‘baztam/

bottom 'out if markets, prices or bad situations
bottom out, they reach their lowest point and
then stop getting worse: The recession has finally
bottomed out.
@ v+adv

bounce /bavns/

bounce sth a'round (informal, especially AmE)
to discuss sth with other people: We’re bouncing
some new ideas around.
ideas
© v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jbounce 'back (from sth) (AmE also snap 'back

i verge on sth
,bollix sth 'up (AmkE, slang) to confuse or change himself into a rehabilitation clinic, & v+prep (into sth)) (informal) to recover well after you
sth; to spoil sth hotel have been ilVsick or had a difficult time: No mat-
YD) mess sth up (informal), screw sth up © v+n/pron +adv e v+n/pron + prep bore /boxr) ter what happens, she always bounces back very
(slang) \book 'up (for sth) (especially BrE) to reserve a ; . ; Y quickly.
© vtnlpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n place, for example on a trip or a course: I booked Jbore 'into sbysth (lizerary) if somebody’s eyes recover (from sth) (rmore formal)
up for the course months in advance. bore into sbfsth, they stare in a way that makes @ v+adv

bolster rbovlstar); AmE bouvl-/

bolster sb/sth 'up to support or encourage sb;
to make sth better or stronger: He tried to bolster
up their morale. & The high interest rates helped
to bolster up the economy.
confidence, morale
Bolster sh/sth is more frequent.
& v+nipron+adv » v+adv+n

bolt beuit; AmE boult/

Jbolt sth ‘down (informal) to eat sth very
quickly: I had to bolt down my breakfast.
food
Bolt sth is also used with this meaning.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bomb /bom; AmE bam/

Jbomb a'long (informal, especially BrE) to move
very fast, usually in a vehicle
& v+adv

Book (for sth) can be used with the same
meaning.
@ v+adv

be booked 'up 1 if a plane, restaurant, theatre,

etc. is booked up, there are no seats, tables, etc.
available: All the flights are booked up. Be
fully booked is often used with the same mean-
ing. 2 (informal) if a person is booked up, they
have no time available: He can't see you tomor-
row, he's booked up.

© be+v+adv

boom /bwm/
Jboom 'out if a sound or sb’s voice booms out, it

makes a loud, deep noise: His voice boomed o,
announcing the winners.
& viady

Jboom 'out sth to say sth in a loud deep voice:

She boomed out instructions through a loud
hailer. & A voice boomed out: ‘Nobody move!”
€ v+adv+n e v+adv+speech

sb feel uncomfortable: His blue eves seemed to
bore into her.
@ v+prep

bOSS /bus; AmEbos/

Jboss sb a'round (also boss sb a'bout espe-

ciglly BrE) (informal) to tell sb what to do in a
forceful or unpleasant way: He's always bossing
his wife around.

& v+nipron+adv

botch /botf; AmEba:tj/

Jbotch sth 'up (informal) to spoil sth by doing it

badly: to do sth badly: Instead of fixing my com-
puter, he’s botched it up completely.

) meass sth up

Botch sth is used more frequently with the
same meaning: botched attempis at DIY

® v+nipron+adv ¢ vtadv+n

» 'botch-up (also botch) n (informal, especially
BrE) a piece of work that is badly done

Jbounce 'back; bounce sth 'back if an e-
mail bounces back, or the system bounces it
back, it returns to the person who sent it
because the system cannot deliver it
@ v+adv ¢ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv

bounce sb 'into sth; bounce sb '‘into
doing sth (especially BrE) to make or force sb
to do sth quickly without giving them time to
think about it: Ifelt I'd been bounced into support-
ing a proposal I didn’t really agree with.

This phrasal verb is often used in the
passive.
® v+nipron +prep

Jbounce sth 'off sb (informal) to tell sb else
vour ideas to find out what they think about
them: We were able to share problems and bounce
ideas off each other.
ideas
& v+ n/pron +prep
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bow /hau;

Jbow ‘down 1 (to/before sb/sth) to move your
head or the top part of your body forwards or
downwards as a sign of respect: He refused to
bow down before the king. 2 (to shisth) to do what
sb tells you to do without trying to resist: We
refuse to just bow down and let the government
do whatever it wants.

@ v+ady

Jbow 'out; bow 'out of sth to stop doing an
activity or a job that you have been doing sue-
cessfully, often for a long time: After thirty vears
in politics, he feels it is time to bow out. © Smith
will bow out of professional football at the end of
the season.
® v+adv ¢ v+adv+prep

'bow to sth to agres unwillingly to do sth or to
accept sth that sb else wants you to: The govern-
ment eventually bowed o public pressure.

[OEJ} pressure, the inevitable
YR give in (to sbisth)
@ v+prep

bowl bavl; AmEboul;

bowl sb 'out (in cricket) to make the person who
is hitting the ball (the batsman) have to leave the
field by throwing a ball that they cannot hit and
that hits the wicket (= the three sticks behind the
batsman); to dismiss a whole team in this way
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

Jbowl sb 'over to surprise or impress sb a lot; to
affect sb deeply: We were bowled over by the news.
< Philip bowled us all over by deciding to go into
advertising.
Bow! sb over is often used in the passive.
@ v+nlpron+adv e v+adv+n

bOX jboks; AmE baks/

box sb 'in to prevent sb from doing what they
want, especially by creating rules or other diffi-
culties: The President was unable 1o act because
the Demuocrats were boxing him in. < She was
boxed in by rules and regulations.
Box sb in is often used in the passive.
® v+nipron +adv

box sbisth ‘in to prevent a person or a vehicle
from moving by surrounding them/it with other
people or vehicles: You can't park here  you're
boxing that car in! o He couldn't overtake the
leader because he was boxed in by the other run-
ners.
Box sb/sth in is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv s veadv+n

Jbox sth 'up to put sth in a box or boxes: She
boxed up all the old baby clothes to send to her
niece.
@O v+nipron+adv » v+adv+n

branch Jbracntf; AmE breent |}

Jbranch 'off 1 if aroad or path branches off, it
leaves a larger one and goes in a different direc-
tion: She followed the path until it branched off ©
QOver the bridge a road branches off tothe right. 2
if’ a person branches off, they leave a road or
path and travel in a different direction: Go past
the farm and branch off towards the trees.
©® v+adv

Jbranch 'out (into sth) to begin to do a new jobor

an activity that you do not usually do: 7he com-
pany is branching out into Europe, © She’s leav-
ing the company to branch out on her own.

@ v+adv

brazen ;breun;

Jrazen 'out sth: brazen it ‘'out tobehave in

a confident way as if vou are not ashamed or
embarrassed about sth you have done, even
though you showld be: The senator brazened it
outas the list of scandals grew.

[EE A noun must always follow out, but it
comes between the verb and out.

@ v+it+adv e viadv+n

break /brerk! (broke /bravk; AmEbrook;
broken /bravkan; AmE ‘brovkan/)

~ away 24 ~out

23 ~down ~outinfinto
~in ~ through
~into ~up

- off 25 ~with

Jbreak a'way 1 (from sth) it an object breaks

away from sth that is holding it in place, it
becomes separated from it: The boat had broken
away from its moorings. 2 (from sh) to escape
suddenly from sb who is holding you or keeping
you prisoner: The prisoner broke away from the
guards. 3 (from sbisth) to leave a group or an
organization, such as a political party or a state,
because of a disagreement, usually in order to
form a new one: Several MPs broke away o form
a new party. o Two states broke away from the
federation. 4 (from sb/sth) to move away from a
group of people or a crowd: She managed fo
break away from the pack (= in arace) and estab-
lish a lead. ¢ He broke away from the group and
came over o talk to us. 5 (from sbisth) to reject a
tradition or the usual way of doing things and do
sth new and different: The company Is trying (o
break away from its traditional image.

® v+adv

» 'breakaway adj [only before noun] a break-
away group, political party or part of a country
is one that leaves a larger group: @ breakaway
Sactionimovementirepublic

» ‘breakaway n [sing.] an act of separating from
alavger group/state, efc.

3

break off

break 'down 1 if a vehicle. cte. breaks down, it

stops working because of a fawlt: The washing
machine has broken down again. ¢ We (- our
car) broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks,
a marriage, eic. break down, they fail: Negoti-
ations betiween the two sides have broken down. ©
Their marriage broke down after three years. 3 to
lose control of your feelings and start crying: As
she drove aweay, I just broke down and wept. 4 it
your health breaks down, it becomes very bad:
Her health broke down as a result of the strain. 5
(into sth) to be divided into parts so that it is eas-
jer to discuss, to analyse or to deal with: My
weekly budget breaks down as follows: 50% for
rent, 20% for food, 10% for travel, and 20% for
everything else. ¢ The job breaks down into seven
parts. - see also BREAK 3TH DOWN 3 6 (into sth) if
a substance breaks down, it separates into dif-
ferent parts or changes into sth else in a chem-
ical process: Some pesticides break down safely in
water: - see also BREAK STH DOWN 4

@ v+adv

» 'breakdown 1 1 [C] an occasion when a vehicle
or a machine stops working: We had a break-
down.on the way home. & a breakdown truck 2[C)]
[U] 4 failure of talks, a marriage, law and order,
ete: a breakdown in communication < They were
both responsible for the breakdown of their mar-
riage. 3 [C] a period of mental illness when sb
becomes tired, depressed and unable to lead a
normal life: He had a nervous breakdown last
year. 4 [C, usually sing.] detailed information or
figurcs that are the results of dividing sth into
its parts to explain it more clearly: Get me a
breakdown of how the money was spent. 5 U] the
act of dividing a substance jnto its parts in a
chemical process

» broken-'down adj {usually before noun) 1 (of
a vehicle or a machine) not working: @ hroken-
down car 2 in a poor condition: a brokern-down
wail

Jbreak sth 'down 1 to make sth fall down or

open by hitting it hard: They fiad to get the police
to break the door down. B8l door BB knock
sth down 2 to destroy or remove sth, especiaily a
problem or an attitude or opinion that sb has:
Qur aim is to break down barriers that exist
between teachers and parents. barriers 3
(into sth) to separate sth into smaller parts in
order to analyse it or deal with it more easily:
I've broken down the costs by country. ¢ The com-
pany was broken down into smaller units. o The
question can be broken down into two parts. = see
also BREAK DOWN 5 4 (into sth) to make a sub-
stance separate into its parts or change in a
chemical process; Enzymes in the mouth and
stomach break the food down. - see also BREAK
DOWN 6

@ v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

» ‘breakdown 1t = BREAKDOWN at HREAK DOWN
» broken-down adj = BROKEN-DOWN at BREAK
DOWN

Jbreak ‘in 1 to enter a building illegally or by

force: Sumebody broke in last night and stole the
PCand video. & The firefighters had to break into
rescue them. - see also BREAK INTO $TH 1 2 (on
sth) to interrupt sb when they are speaking or
doing sth: He apologized for breaking in on their
conversation. © Mary broke in: \It's not her fault!”
©®1v+ady
2v+adv « v+adv+spesach

» 'break-in n an enfry into a building using
force, usually illegally: There has been a series of
break-ins in the ureq.

break sh/sth 'in to train a person so that they

get used toanew job or situation; to train a horse
50 that you can ride it: We try to break neweomers
in gently. & The horses hadr’t been broken in.

@ v+nipron+ady e viadv+n

Jbreak sth ‘in 1 if you break in new shoes or

boots, you wear them until they become comfort-
able: It took me weeks to break in these neu: boots.
boots, shoes Y$7%) wear sth In 2 (AmE) (in
the past) to prepare the engine of a new car for
normal use by driving it slowly and carefully
car 3§ run sth in (Bri)

@ v+adv+n ¢ v+nipron +adv

Jbreak 'into sth 1 to enter a building, open a car,

ete. illegally and by force: A thief can breakintoa
car in under ten seconds. & Three houses in our
street have been broken into this week. B8]
house, car ElE{d Break into sth can be used in
the passive in this meaning. > see alsp BREAK 18 1
2 to suddenly begin to do sth such as laugh,
cheer, run, ete: He broke into a run when he saw
the police. o Her fuce broke into a huge smile. ¢
The audience broke into applause.
smile/grin, run/trot, song, laughter 3 (Brk) to
use a banknote (= a piece of paper money) of
high value to buy sth costing less: Ididn’t want to
break into a twenty-pourul note. & to interrupt
sh's thoughts: Her mother’s voice broke into her
thoughts. thoughts 570 disturb sth 5 to
start to get involved in an activity that it is diffi-
cult to become involved in and to be successful at
it: The company is having difficulty breaking into
new markets. o She is trying to break into jour-
nalism. market 6 to open and use sth that
you have been saving for an eraergency or a spe-
cial occasion: I had to break into my savings to
pay for the trip.

® vtprep

break 'off, break sth 'off 1 (aiso break sth

‘off sth) to separate sth from sth else, using
force; to become separated from sth in this way:
The leg of the table just broke off © A corner of
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her tooth had broken off © He broke off a piece of
chocolate and gave it to me. 2 to stop speaking or
stop doing sth suddenly before you have fin-
ished: He broke off abruptly in the middle of a
sentence. & We had to break off our holiday and
return home immediately. & They broke off their
conversation as I approached.
G Vv+advev+adv+n + v+n/pron+ady

v+ n/pron + prep

2v+adv e v+adv+n e v+pron+adv

v+ n+adv (rire)

Jreak sth 'off to end sth such as a relationship:
They've broken off their engagement. o Brituin
threatened to break off diplomatic relations. o
They were having an affair but she broke it off.
dipt tic relati , engag it. talks/
nagotiati ter te sth (formal)

@ v+adv+n ¢ v+pron+adv « v+n+adv(rare)

Jbreak 'out 1 if sth unpleasant such as a fire, a
war, ete. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They
would have got married in 1939 if war had not
brokertout. ¢ Afire broke out on aferry yesterday
war, fire, fighting, row, viol 2 (also
Jbreak 'out of sth) to escape from a place or from
a situation: Two terrorists have broken out of
Blackwall Prison. o She longed to break out of
the daily routine. 3 it sth breaks out on vour
skin, your skin becomes covered in sth: (AmE) I
keep breaking out (= 1 keep getting lots of spots).
<& Sweat broke out all over his body.

@ v+adv 2 alsov+adv+prep

» 'breakout 1 an escape from prison

» ‘outbreak n the start of sth or the sudden
appearance of sth unpleasant or violent: the out-
break of war ¢ an outbreak of food poisoning o
outbreaks of rain

Jbreak sth 'out 1o get sth ready to be used, eaten,
drunk, etc: That’s wonderful news! Let’s break
out the champagne!

681 champagne
@ v+adv+n e vipron+ady « v+n+adv(rare)

Jbreak ‘'out infinto sth to suddenly become
covered in sth such as sweat: He broke out in a
cold sweat at the thought of the trial o My skin
has broken out in an itchy rash.
sweat, rash
® v+adv+prep

Jbreak ‘through (especially AmE) to achieve
your first important success in sth; to make an
important or new discovery: Glenn Close broke
through as a star with ‘Fatal Attraction’. ¢ Scien-
tists believe they have broken through in their
fight against the disease.

[ The phrase to make a breakthrough is
used more often than to break through: Scien-
tists have made a major breakthrough in their
fight against AIDS.

G v+adv

» 'breakthrough » an jmportant discovery or
development; sb's first important success in sth:

an important breakthrough in the negotiations o
Jo was only 19 when he got his breakthrough as
aDJ.

break ‘through; break 'through sth 1 to
make a way through a barrier using force: He
ran towards the barvier in an attempt to break
through. o Demonstrators tried to break through
the police cordon. barrier 2 (of the sun or
moon) to appear from behind sth: The sun finally
broke through in the afternoon. < It stopped rain.
ing and the sun broke through the clouds.
- see als0 BREAK THROUGH STH
@ v+adv e v+prep

Jbreak 'through sth 1 to become greater in size
or quantity than a particular level: Unemploy-
ment figures have broken through the three mil-
lion barrier 2 to succeed in dealing with a
problem such as an attitude that sb has and the
difficulties that it makes: I tried hard to break
through his silent mood. & Women are starting to
break through the barriers that keep them out
of top management. 558 overcome sth (more
formaly
> 5¢e (IS0 BREAK THROUGH, BREAK THROUGH STH
© v+prep

Jbreak 'up 1 (especially BrE) if a school or the
children in it break np, school closes for the
holidays at the end of a period of the school year
(a term): We break up for Christmas next week. <
Have the schools broken up yet? 2 {of a relation
ship, a band, etc.) to come to an end; to stop work-
ing together: Their marriage broke up affer ten
years. & There are rumours that the band are
breaking up. marriage 3 (usually used in
the progressive tenses) if the connection between
two telephones, or two radios that are used for
sending and receiving messages, is breaking
up. the people speaking can no longer hear each
other clearly: The signal was breaking up. o I'm
sorry - -what did you say? You're breaking up.
@ v+adv

break 'up (with sb). break sb ‘uptoendarela-
tionship with sb: Rob and I broke up last week. ¢
She’s just broken up with her boyfriend. o Ican't
believe my best friend is really trying to break us
up!
Y split up (with/from sb), split sb up
@ v+adv e vn/pron+adv e veadv+n
» ‘break-up 7 [C}{U] the ending of a marriage or
a relationship: He moved away after the break-up
of his marriage. o marriage break-up
= see l50 BREAK-UP 8L BREAK UP, RREAK SBISTH
up

Jbreak 'up; break sh/sth 'up 1 (into sth) if a
group of people or a family breaks up. or sb
breaks it up, the members separate and do not
stay together: The conference broke up into dis-
cussion groups. o She had never intended to
Break up his family. © The Soviet Union began to
break up in 1991, split up (into sth), split
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brighten up

sh/sth up (into sth) 2 if a group of people meet-
ing break up, or sb breaks them up, they go
away in diffevent directions: The meeting broke
up after two hours. & Police broke up the demon-
stration. ¢ Idon't want to break up the party (=1
don’t want to make everyone else leave), but I
have to go.
@ v+adv » vepron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(less
JSrequent)
» 'break-up 1 [C] [U] the division of a company, a
country, an organization or a group of people
into smaller parts: the break-up of the Common-
wealth ¢ family break-up
= $ee also BREAK-UP at BREAK UP (WITH $B),
BREAK $SB UP

Jbreak ‘up (inte sth), break sth 'up (into sth) if
sth breaks up, or sb/sth breaks it up, it
becomes separated into smaller pieces: The ship
broke up on the rocks. o Break the chocolate up
into small pieces. ¢ Sentences can be broken up
into clauses.
® v+adv o v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jbreak sth 'up to make sth that is rather boring,
such as a period of time or a pattern, more inter-
esting by adding sth different to it: I break up my
day by going for a walk in the afternoon. o Dras-
ings were used to break up the page.
day, monotony
@ v+adv+n e vHpron+adv e v+n+adv{less

frequent)

‘break with sb/sth {formal) to end your connee-
tion or relationship with sb/sth because yvou no
longer agree with them: Nick broke with his
Sather to set up his own firm.

& v+prep

‘break with sth (formal) to reject sth such as a
tradition or the past and decide to do sth differ-
ent: The prince broke with tradition by going to
study abroad. o The new directors are eager Lo
break with the past.
tradition, the past
© v+prep

breathe i/

Jbreathe 'In 1o take air into your lungs through
your nose or mouth: Breathe in through your
nose as you stretch up. o He breathed in deeply
and then spoke.

IS¥W inhale (rore formal) breathe out
@ v+adv

breathe sth 'in totake air. smoke, a smell, etc. in
through your nose or mouth: We walked along
the beach, breathing in the sea air.
air, smoke 3378 inhale sth {more formual)
222y braathe sth out
& v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

Jbreathe sth 'into sth to fill sth with life, energy

or enthusiasm: She has breathed fresh life into
the movie industry.

life

@ v+ nfpron + prep

Jbreathe 'out to send air out of your lungs

through your nose or mouth: Breathe out slowly
through your mouth as you stand up.

exhale (more formal) SSFF) breathe in

@ vradv

Jbreathe sth 'out to send air. smoke, etc. out

through your nose or mouth: Breathe the air out
stowly and steadily

alr, smoke axhale sth (more formal)
breathe sth in

® v+adv+n e v+nfpron +adv

breeze jbriz/
Jbreeze 'in; breeze ‘into sth (informal) to

arrive somewhere or enter a place in a casual,
cheerful and confident way: She breezed in at
eleven and greeted everyone with @ smile. ¢ He
breezed into the office and announced he was leav-
ing.

@ v+adv e v+prep

Jbreeze ‘through sth (informal) to succeed in

doing sth very easily: She breezed through the
firstexam.
@ v+prep

brew mbru;

Jbrew 'up; brew sth 'up (BrE, informal) to pre-

pare a hot drink of tea or coffee: Come into the

kitchen while I brew up. o I'll brew up a fresh pot

of tea when they arrive.

tea

@ v+ady e viadven e vipron+adv ¢ vin+adv
(rare)

» 'brew-up n (BrE, informaly an act of making a

drink of tea: the drink that you make

brick jbrik/

Jbrick sth 'In/up to il in or block an opening

with bricks: The fireplace had been bricked in
some years before. © Somebody had bricked up all
the doors and windows.

window, fireplace, door

Brick sth infup is often used in the
passive.

© v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

brighten jbram;

Jbrighten 'up 1 if the weather brightens up, it
becomes clearer and brighter: After a dull start,
it should brighten up luter =YD clear up 2 if a



brighten up 26

person brightens up. they become happier and
more cheerful: He brightened up when they said
he coulid go with them. cheer up
@ v+adv

Jbrighten sth 'up to make sth more interesting,
exciting or attractive: I've brought some flowers
to brighten the place up a bit. © Brighten up your
bedroom with a few posters.
Bid] place, room cheer sth up
@ ven/pron+adv « v+adv+n

brim jbom/ (mm-)

brim ‘over (with sth) (usually used in the progres-
sive tenses) if a cup or a container brims over
with a liquid, it is so full that the liguid flows
over the edge: He filled my glass so full it was
brimming over! o Her eyes were brimming over
with tears.
overflow (with sth) (mwore formal)
@ v+ady

Jbrim ‘over with sth (nof used in the progressive
tenses) if sbbrims over with sth, they show alot
of a particular quality: She's brimming over with
confidence and enthusiasm.
confidence, excitement
© v+adv+prep

bring /brig/ (brought, brought /brot/)

26 ~about ~on
~ along 28 ~out
~ around ~outin
~around to ~ over
~ back ~round
~ before ~ round to
~ down ~to

27  ~downoniupon - together
~forth ~up
~ forward ~ up against
~in 29 -~upto
~into ~ upon
~off

,bring sth a'bout to make sth happen: What has
brought about this change? ¢ His nervous break-
down was brought about by stress.
hange, the end/collapse of sth
cause sth
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

bring sb a'long (AmE) = srinG sB 0N

bring sb/sth a'long to bring sb/sth somewhere
with you: Can I bring my sister along to the party?
© She brought some CDs along.
® venfprontadv e viadv+n

bring sb 'back (to sth) 1 to return sb to a place:
to take sb home: I'll bring you back again after
the party. ¢ She tried to bring him back (= to
make him return} Lo the matter in hand. ¢ Put-
ting thedriver of the car in prison won't bring my
sister back (.- return her to life after she has been
killed). 2 to put sb back in their old job or pos-
ition: United have brought buck their old man-
ager.
@ venipron+adv e viadv+n

bring sth 'back 1 (to sth) to return sth to the
place it came from: If the dress doesr’t fit, bring it
back to the shup and we'll change it for you. 2 to
make you reinember sth or think about it again;
Tatking about his death brought it all back to
me. © The photos brought back happy memories.
memories 3 to make sth that existed or was
done before be used or done again: Are yvou in
Javour of bringing back the death penalty?
restore sth; reintroduce sth (both more formal)
4 (for sb) to return with sth for sb: What shall I
bring back for the children from Paris? In
informal language bring sb back sth and, less
often, bring sb sth back are also used in this
meaning: I brought the kids back some books. o
QCan you bring me something back?
@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron+adv

‘bring sb/sth before sh/sth (law) to present sb

for judgement; to present sth to sbfsth for discus-
sion or a decision: Children should not be
brought before a court. o The case was brought
hefore the judge.

case EN haul sb before sb/sth, haul sb
up before sbisth (informal)

EEER Bring sb/sth before sb/sth is usually used
in the passive.

@ v +nipron +prep

bring sb 'down (informal) to depress sb; to

make sh unhappy: Spending New Year alone
brought me right down.

get sb down; depress sb (more formal)

@ v+nipron +adv

Jbring sb/ath ‘down 1 to take sbisth from a

higher to a lower level: They brought all the
baxes down from the attic. 2 to make sb/sth fall to
the ground: He was brought down in the penalty
area. © Their plane was brought down by « vio-
lent storm. o When shefeil, she brought him down
with her. ¢ He brought down the bird with a single
shot. 3 to make a government, a leader; etc. lose
power or be defeated: The scandal broyght the
government down. [083] government

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

[
-1

bring on

down to the ground (land): The pilot brought the
plane down safely. plane 5% land sth

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

bring the 'house down to make an audience
laugh or clap in an enthusiastic way: Her per-
Jormance brought the house down.

Jbring sth 'down on/upon sb (formal) to make

sth unpleasant happen 1o sb as a resuit of your
actions: He had brought nothing but treuble
down on the family.

@ v+n/pron +adv + prep « v+adv+n+prep

T3 bring down the 'curtain on sth; bring the
"curtain down on sth to finish or mark the end of
sth: Her decision to retire brought down the cur-
tain on a glittering 30-vear career.

bring sb ‘forth (old-fashioned, formal, rare) to

give birth to sb: She brought forth a son.

child

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv « v+n+adv(less
Srequent)

bring sth ‘forth (formai) 1 to produce sth; to

make sth happen: Her remarks brought forth a

harsh response. 2 (old-fashioned) to take sth out

of a container

@ v+adv+n e vepron+adv e v+n+ady (less
frequent)

Jbring sth 'forward 1 to move sth to an earlier

date or time: We'll have to bring the date of the
finalgame forward. meeting, date =78 put
sth forward put sth back 2 to suggest a
subject, an idea, etc. for discussion: She brought
Jorward proposals for e new school building.
proposal B0 put sth forward 3 (finance) to
move a total from the bottom of one page or col-
umn of numbers to the top of the next page 1583
batance carry sth forward Bring
sth forward is often used in the passive in this
meaning. 4 (fechnical) to put a document in a file
until the particular date when you need to deal
with it: @ bring forward file (- one that contains
documents for a particular date) o With this soft-
ware, the system will remind you when the bring
JSorward date arrives. Bring sth forward
is only used in an office context with this mean-
ing, and is usually used in fronf of a noun, asif it
is an adjective.
@ v+nipron+adyv ¢« v+adv+n

bring 'in sth; bring sb 'in sth to make or earn
money for sb: How much is she bringing in every
month? ¢ His job only brought him in a small
income.
@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron+adv+n

bring sb 'in 1 (on sth) to get sb involved in sth,

aexperts, police, troops 2 if the police bring
sb in they take them to a police station to gues-
tion them or arrest them: Two men have been
brought in for questioning. suspect

@& v+adv+n + v+n/pron +adv

Jring sbisth 'In 1 to take sbisth into a room, a

house, an office, etc: Could you bring in another
chair? ¢ Bring him in! In informal lan-
guage bring sb in sth and, less often, bring sb
sth in are also used: Could you bring me in
another chair? ¢ Could you bring us some tea in?
2 to attract shiésth to a place or a business: The
visitor centreis bringing in moreand more people.
business, customars, tourism

> see glSo BRING SBISTIN INTO STUH

@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

bring sth 'in 1 to introduce a new law: A new law

was brought in to improve road safety. & New con-
trols were brought in to limit spending and bor-
rowing. legislation, law J5®) introd sth
(more formal) Bring sth in is often used in
the passive in this meaning. 2 (faw) to give a
decision in a court of law: The jury broughtina
verdict of guilty. €80 only verdict, decision 3 to
mention or include sth: She brought in other evi:
dence to support her argument,
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

Jbring sbssth ‘into sth 1 to take sbfsth into a
place: Bring that chair into the dining room. 210
include or mention sb/sth in a discussion, con-
versation, etc: Why do you always have to bring
Pete into it (= mention Pete when we are discuss-
ing sth)? o T knew you'd manage to bring football
into the conversation! 3 to attract sbisth toa place
or business: The advertising campaign should
bring more people into the bookshops.
> See (IS0 BRING SBISTH IN
& v+njpron +prep

Jbring sth 'off (informal) to manage to do sth dif-
ficult successfully: Kngland were close to victory,
but they couldn't quite bring it off. © Thompson,
the new: goalkeeper, brought off a superb save.
pull sth off
@ v+pron+adv e vtadv+n e vent+adv

bring sb 'on (BrE) (AmE pbring sb along) to
help sb to develop or improve when they are
learning to do sth: We need fo bring on the young
players gquickly. o There’s no time to bring
employees along gradually.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

bring sth 'on to make sth unpleasant happen:
The heart attack was brought on by stress. ¢ {t's
not like you to get so upset, What’s brought thison

Jbring sth 'down 1 to make sth smaller in size or

Jbring sb a'round (AmE) - BRING $B ROUND

,bring sb/sth a‘'round (especially AmE) = srinG
SBISTH ROUND

Jbring sth around to sth (especially AmE) -
BRING $TH ROUND TO $TH

amount: We are determined to bring down infla-
tion. o The price war is bringing the cost of
flights down. 081 inflation, prices I57%) lower
sth (more formal) 2 to make an aircraft come

especially to advise or help, ete: Can we deal with
this without bringing the police in? o I'd like to
bring Inspector Lacey in on this investigation. ©
Expertswere brought in to advise the government.

(= has made you so upset)?

heart attack, depression cause sth
(more formal)

G v+njpron+adv e v+adv+n
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‘bring sth on shiyourself (also bring sth upon
sb/yourself more formal) to he responsible for
sth unpleasant that happens to sbiyourself:
You've brought shame on the whole family! o
Don't blame me! You've brought this on yourself
shame, disgrace
@ v +nfpron + prep

bring sb "out to help sb to he more confident and
less shy: He's good at bringing out nervous inter-
viewees. o A year at college has really brought
her out of herself.
© v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

Jbring sth ‘out 1 (aiso bring sth 'out of sth) to
take sth out of sth; to remove sth from sth: He
brought a card out of his wallet and gave it to her.
5T take sth out, take sth out of sth 2 to pro-
duce or publish sth: They’re bringing out a new
sports car this year. © How many albums have the
hand brought out? © The publishers are bringing
out a new edition of the dictionary next spring. 3
to make a particular quality easier to see, taste,
ornotice: Thatdress brings out the colour of your
eyes. lour, fi IEYD emphasize sth
{more formal) 4 to make sth appear that is usu.
ally hidden: Ske always brings out the worst in
me! o The situation brought out the viciousness
in him. the best, the worst
@ v+nipron+adv e viadv+n

1 also v + nipron + adv + prep

Jbring sb 'out in sth (BrE) to make sb’s skin be
covered in sth such as sweat or spots: Tomaloes
bring me out ina rash.

@ v +nipron +adv +prep

Jbring sh/sth ‘over to take or bring sb/sth to a
particular place, especially sb's home: When
your sister gets back from New York, bring her
over to see us. & Bring your chair over and sit with
us!

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

bring sb ‘round (BrE) (AmE bring sb a'round)
1 (also bring sb 'to) to make sb conscious again:
She gently slapped his face to bring him round. 2
(to sth) to persuade sb to agree with yvou, or todo
what you want: I brought him round to my way of
thinking in theend. win sb over (to sth)

& v+nipron +adv

bring sbisth 'round (especially BrE) (AmE usu-
ally bring sb/sth a'round) to bring sb/sth tosh's
home: I'li bring the papers round to your house
thisevening.

@® v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n

Jbring sth 'round to sth (8rE) (also bring sth
a'round to sth AmE, BrE) to direct a conversa-
tion, a discussion, etc. so that you are talking
about the subject you want to talk about: He
always hrings the conversation round to football.
auﬁbn, di: i
& v +nipron+adv +prep

Jbring sb 'to =srinG sB ROUND 1

Jbring A and B to'gether 1 to help two people
or groups to end a guarrel; to unite two people or
groups: The crisis brought the family closer
together: 2 to introduce two people who have
never met; to help two people come together
socially: It was me who brought them together.
57 gat A and B together
@G v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bring sb/sth to'gether to collect a group of

people or objects together in one place: This
exhibition brings together many artists work.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bring sb 'up 1 to care for achild until he or she is
grown up: She was brought up by her aunt. o I
was brought up (=1 grew up)on a farm. chil-
dren, family, daughter, son raise sb (Amk)
Bring up a child does not mean the same as
look after a child. 2 to teach your child a par-
ticular way to behave, ete: They brought their
children up very strictly. o We were brought up to
be polite and do what we were told. & a well
brought up child ©e3 children, family, daugh
ter, son raise sb (AmE) 3 (law) to make sb
appear for trial in a court of law
Bring sb up is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
» 'upbringing » [sing.] [U] the way in which a
child is cared for and taught, especially by par-
ents, while he or she is growing up

Jbring shisth 'up (to sth) to move shisth to a
higher place, especially up the stairs: Breakfast
was brought up to our rovm. o Callum is down-
staeirs. Shall I bring him up? ¢ She brought her
hand up and slapped him. o I brought the cup up
to my lips and took a sip of coffee.
O v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

Jbring sth 'up 1 to move sth from a lower to a
higher position: She brought up her hand to pro-
tect her fuce. 2 to mention a subject and start to
talk about it: Every time I bring the matter up, he
changes the subject, subject, matter 20
ralse sth (more formal) 3 (to sth) to increasc a
total, a price, a number. etc. to a higher level or
amount: This donatinn brings the total up to
$6000. ¢ Owen got another goal, bringing the
score up to 4-0. total iS5V raise sth (more
JSormal) 4 to bring food from the stomach back
out through the mouth: The baby’s just brought
up her breakfast. throw sth up (informai),
vomit sth (more formal) 5 to make sth appear on
a computer screen: Can you bring that file up on
screen?
& vinlpron+adv + v+adv+n

,bring sb 'up against sth to make sbrealize sth
or face sthand dead with it: Thiscase bringsus up
against the problem of punishment in schools.
© v+ nipron + adv + prep
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brush past

Jbring sbisth 'up to sth to help sbssth to reach
an acceptable level or standard: They have now
brought the football ground up to the required
safety standards.

@ v+nipron +adv + prep

bring sth u'pon sb/yourself priNG sTH ON

SBIYOURSELF

bristle ibris);

‘bristle with sth to be covered in sth; to have or
contain a large mumber or amount of sth: a reof
bristiing with TV aerials © The staff bristle with
efficiency.

Bristle with sth is mainly used in writing.
© v+prep

broaden rbrodn/

Jbroaden 'out if a river, a road, etc. broadens
out, it becomes wider
B&EE Broaden is also used with the same mean-
ing, but less often,
@ v+adv

Jbroaden ‘out; broaden sth 'out (especially
BrE) if sth broadens out, or you broaden it
out, it becomes more general or inclwdes a
larger number of people or things: Lét's broaden
out the discussion to talk about education as a
whole.
Broaden is used more frequently with the
same meaning.
@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

browse jbravz;

Jbrowse ‘through sth to look through a book, a
magazine, ete. in a casual way, without reading
everything: She browsed through the newspaper
while she waited.
book, newspaper
& v+prep

brush jbr.j;

Jbrush a'gainst/'by/'past sh/sth to touch sb/
sth lightly when you move close to them/it: A cal
brushed against his leg. © He brushed byipast me
and ran out.

@ v+prep

Jbrush sb/sth a'side 1 to push shisth to one
side: She brushed a strand of hair aside. 2 to ref-
use to listen to sb/sth or treat thenvit as import-
ant; He brushed my protests aside and paid the
bill, & Bvery time I try to explain, you brush me
aside. wave sth aside/away; dismiss sh/sth
-» see al50 BRUSH SB OFF 1; BRUSH STH OFF 2
© v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jbrush sth a'way (from sth) 1 to remove sthfrom
a surface with a brush, vour hand, etc: She
brushed a stray hair away from her face.
tears, hair, dust 2 to ignore an idea, a thought,

etc. because you do not want to think about it or
you think it is not important: She gquickly
brushed the idea away. dismiss sth

@ v+nlpron+adv e v+adv+n

brush 'by sb/sth - BRUSH AGAINST/BY/PAST

SB/STH

brush shryourself 'down (especially BrE) to

clean sbivourself by brushing their/your clothes
with your hand. especially after they/you have
fallen: She stood up and brushed herself down.

- see q150 BRUSH SBIYOURSELF OFF

@ v+nlpron+adv

‘brush sth ‘down (especially BrE) to clean sth by

brushing it thoroughly: Brush your coat down to
get the mud off & The children were taught how to
brush down their ponies.

[683) coat, skirt, etc.

- see also BRUSH STH OFF 1

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

Jbrush 'off. brush sth 'off if mud, dust etc.

brushes off, or vou brush it off, it is removed
by brushing: Don’t worry about the mud --- il
brush off easily when it's dry. o We were able to
brush the dirt off quite easily.

@ v+adv e vin/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jbrush sb "off (informal) 1 to refuse to listen to

sb; to ignore sb in a rude or unkind way: He tried
to explain to her, but she brushed him off impa-
tiently. IST0 rebuff sb (formal) 3 see also BRUSH
sn/sTH ASIDE 2 2 to get rid of sh: She couldn’t
brush Roger off after the party.

© v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

» ‘brush-off n (informal) rude or unkind behav-
iour that shows you do not want to be friendly: to
give sh the brush-off

brush sb/yourself 'off to clean shryourself by

brushing theirfyour clothes quickly with your
hand

-> $ee als0 BRUSH SB/YOURSELF DOWN

@ vEnipron+adv ¢ viadv+n

[brush sth ‘off 1 to clean sth quickly by brushing

it: He picked up his hat and brushed it off quickiy.
3 see alsu BRUSH STR DOWN 2 to refuse to liston
to. discuss or accept sth: Roberts brushed off alle-
gations of corruption. o She brushed off offers of
help from her friends. - see also BRUSH SB/STH
ASIDE 2

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

Jbrush sth 'out 1 to brush sth, especially hair,

thoroughly to remove knots or to make it
straighlex: She brushed out her hair, washed her
Sface and got into bed. hair 2 (also brush sth
‘out of sth) to rernove knots, ete. from your hair
by brushing: It took half an hour to brush out all
the tangles in his hair. tangles, knots
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

2 also v + n/pron + adv + prep

Jbrush 'past sb/sth = sruss AGAINST/BY/PAST

SBISTH
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Jbrush sth 'up: brush 'up on sth (especiaily
BrE) to study or practise sth in order to get back
the skill or knowledge that vou had in the past
but have not used for some time: / need to brush
up my computer skilis. o You should brush up on
your French before yoie go to France.

BEd) skills, Franch/English, etc. polish sth

up: review sth (especially AmE), revise sth (BrE)

Brush sth up cannot be used in the

passive,

G vradv+n e vepron+ady o v+n+adv (Jess
Srequenty « v+adv +prep

bubble

bubble 'over (with sth) to be full of excitement,
enthusiasm. ideas, etc: They were bubbling over
with excitement,
@ v+ady

Jbubble ‘under; bubble ‘under sth if sth is
bubbling under, it is already fairly successful
but is not yet as suecessful as other things of the
same kind, although it is likely to be so soon:
T'his is our list of tracks bubbling under - - songs
that may soon be in the Top 20.
@ v+adv e v+prep

Jbubble 'up 1 if a liquid bubbles up from the
ground, cte. it rises up in the form of bubbles or
making the sound of bubbles: Warer bubbled up
Jrom the pool. ¢ (figurative) Clowuds will bubble
up (= start to form) later this afterncon. 2 3f
laughter or an emotion bubbles up, it becomes
stronger and starts to be heard or seen: J could
feel the anger bubbling up inside me. o Laughter
came bubbling up.
® v+ady

buck /bak/

Jbuck ‘up (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used to
tell sb to hurry up: Buck up! We'll be late.
hurry up
® v+ady

Jbuck 'up; buck sb 'up (old-fushioned. BrE,
informal) to become, or to make sb, more cheer-
ful: Buck up! There's no school tomorrow! o He
bucked up when I said he could go, ¢ A day out
will buck you up.
chear up, cheer shiyourself up
@ v+adv e v+a/pron+adv
X2 buck your i'deas up (BrE, informal) to start
behaving in a more acceptable way, so that work
gets done better, etc.

bucket vkt

'bucket down (BrE, informal) to rain heavily: It
bucketed down all day.
® v+ady

buckle ;baky

buckle ‘down (to sth) (informal) to start work-
ing or doing sth in a serious or determined way:
He tried fo buckle down fo some work/study,
I knuckle down (to sth)
® v+adv

Jbuckle 'up (especiaily AmkE) to fasten the belt
that you wear in a car, etc. to keep you in your
seat if there is an accident (a seat belty: Buckiy
up, kids.
59 belt up (BrE)
D v+ady

buddy /badi/ (buddies, buddying, buddied,
buddied)

buddy 'up to/with sbisth; be/get buddied
‘'up to/with sbysth (AmE. informal) to become
friendly with sb or work closely with another
person: She buddied up to Lawra, hoping to get to
know her brother. ¢ I asked to get buddied up with
an experienced diver
@ v+adv+prep « befget+v+adv +prep

budge jvads;

Jbudge 'up (BrE, informal) to move up; to make
more room for sb else: Budge up a bit! I'd like to
sitdown too.
move up
@D v+ady

budget badsit;

‘budget for sth to plan to save or provide an
amount of money for a particular purpose: Don't
Jorget to budget for the cost of texthooks.
Budget for sth can be used in the passive:
These extra costs have not beer: budgeted for.
@ v+prep

bug /bag/ -ag-)

Jbug 'out (AmE, informal) to leave in a hurry: [
picked up my pay and then bugged out.
@ v+adv

bugger bagor);

bugger a'bout/a‘'round (with sth) (Brk, 4,
slang) to waste time doing stupid or unimport-
ant things; to behave in a silly way: Stop bugger-
ing about and let's get on with it
D5 Mess around or, in British English, mess
abeut is a more polite informal way to say this,
& v+adv

Jbugger sb a'bouta‘round (BrE, A, slang) to
treat sb badly or in a way that wastes their time:
I'm sick of being buggered about by my boss.
Mess sb around or, in British English,
mess sb about is a more polite informal way to
say this.

@ v+nipron+adv
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build up

bugger 'off (BrE, A, slang) to go away: Bugger
off and lenve me alone. ¢ Clive'’s buggered off to
the pub with Julie.
Clear off is a more polite informal way to
say this.
@ v+adv

Jbugger sth 'up (BrE, &, slang) to spoil sth; todo
sth badly: I'm not going to let her bugger things
up for me.
Mess sth up is a more polite informal way
to say this.
& v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bulld jbild; (built, built /biit;)

Jbuild sth a'round sth (Br& also bulid sth
‘round sth) to create sth, basing it ona particular
thing, person, idea, etc: The story is built around
the adventures of 12 knights.

Build sth around/round sth is often used
in the passive.
@® v +ofpron +prep

build sth 'in; build sth 'into sth 1 tomakesth
a fixed and permanent part of a system, a plan,
ete: Safeguards against fraud are built into the
system. 2 to make sth a fixed and permanent part
of sthlarger: The flash is built into the camera. ©
This dishwasher can be builtin.

Build sth in and build sth into sth are
often used in the passive.

& v+nlpron+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron+prep
» buillt-'in (also in-'bullt less frequent) adj [only
before noun] forming a fixed part of a larger
structure: a built-in cupboard © The camera has
a built-in flash.

» 'Inbuilt adj [only before noun] existing as an
essential part of sthisb: the inbuilt survival
instinct of animals

‘build on sth (aiso 'build upon sth more formal)
to develop further from sth that you have already
achieved: We need to build on last year's success.
o This course builds on existing skills.
success, skills, strongths, achievements
Build on/upon sth can be used in the pas-
sive: This success should be built on, not ignored.
& v+prep

build sth ‘on; build sth ‘onto sth to add sth
such as an extra room to an existing building:
They had built on ¢ large extension at the back of
the house.
extansion
& v+adv+n e venfprontady ¢ v+nipron + prep

‘buiid sth on sth (also 'build sth upon sth more
formal) to base sth on sth; to use sth as the basis
or foundation for sth: Our company has built its
reputation on the quality of its products.

& v+nipron + prep

build sth 'round sth (BrE) - BUILD STH AROUND

STH

build 'up to become greater, stronger or larger in
number: Queues of fraffic are building up after
the accident. o I could feel the anger building up
inside me.
Y5YR) accumulate (more formal)
@ v+adv
» ‘bultd-up 2 [sing.] [U} an increase in the
amount, strength or number of sth: ¢ build-upof
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
- see also BUILD-UP at BUILD UP (0 STH), BUILD
YOURSELF UP (TO $TH); BUILD-UP at BUILD SB/STH
g

Jbuild 'up (to sth), build yourself 'up (to sth) to
gradually prepare yourself for sthsuchasarace
or competition: Start gently and build up to the
more strenuous exercises. © Build up slowly until
you can jog for 30 minutes. o Build yourself up o
theday of the performarnce.
® v+adv + v+pron+adv
» 'build-up (to sth) i [C, usually sing.] the time
before an important event, when people are
gradually preparing for it: the build-up to the
Olympics
-» see alse BUILD-UP at BUILD U1, BUILD-UP at
BUILD SB/STH UP

Jbuild sbiyourseif 'up to make sb healthier or
stronger: She gave me lots of vitamins and min-
erals to build me up.
Build sb up cannot be used in the passive.
@ v+nfpron +adv

\build sh/sth ‘up to speak about sb/sth with great
enthusiasm, often praising them more than they
deserve: He has been bullt up to be the answer to
the nation’s problems.
EEHT Build shisth up is often used in the pas-
sive.
@ v+nfpron+ady ¢+ vradven
» 'build-up n [C, usually sing.] a very enthusi-
astic description, especially of a performance,
that js intended to make people excited ahout it
and want to see it: The reviewers gave the play a
big build-up.
-» se¢ &tf$0 BUILD-UY at BUILD UP; BUILD-UP at
BUILD UP (TO $TH), BUILD YOURSELF UP (TO STH)

buitd sth 'up 1 to collect or create sth, often
gradually over a period of time: She has built up
an impressive collection of paintings. col-
lection, library 2 to develop sth: The manager
had built up a good relationship with his staff ©
My father built the business up from scratch. o
Harriet has built up quite a reputatinon for herself
as a reporter. o We are gradually building up a
picture of what happened. business, repu-
tation, plcture 3 to increase sth or make sth
stronger: After an accident, most drivers need to
build up their confidence aguin. ©83) confidence,
trust, strength 4 to cover sth so that it is higher
or stronger than before
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv
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» buiit-'up adj [usually before noun] 1 covered
with many houses or buildings: The speed limit is
lower in built-up areas. 2 built-up shoes, boots,
or heels have extra height added

buiid yourself 'up 1 =ruiLp ur 10 STH), BUILD
YOURSELF UP {T0 $TH) 2 = BUILD SBYOURSELF
vp

'bulld upon sth =zuiLp ON sTH

‘build sth upon sth = uiLp $TH ON STH

bulk balk;

Jbulk 'out/'up; bulk sh/sth ‘out/'up (especially
AmE) to increase in size or weight; to make
shisth increase in size or weight: Griswold had
buiked up for this match and won easily. o Local
businesses are helping to bulk up school computer
labs (= provide more computers).

G v+adv e vadv+n e v+prontadye
v+n+adv (rure)

bully /buli/ (bullies, builying, bullied. bullied)

,bully sb 'into sth; bully sb ‘into doing sth
to force sb to do sth by frightening them or
threatening them: You can’t bully me into saying
anything!

@ v +nipron +prep

bum /bam; (-mm-)

Jbum a'round (BrE also bum ‘round) (informal)
to travel around or to spend your time doing
nothing in particalar
@ v+adv

Jbum a'round/round sth (informal, especially
Brg) to travel somewhere with no particular
plans: After I left school, I bummed around the
world for a year.

@83 the world, Europe, etc.
® v+prep

Jbum sb 'cut (AmE, informal) to annoy sh: 1 was
really bummed ou! that there were no tickets left.
@ v +nipron +adv

Joum ‘'round (BrE) = pis arouNp

Jbum ‘round sth (¢specially BrE)  BUM AROUND/
ROUND STH

hbumble ybamby;

Jbumble a'round; bumble a'round sth (Br¥
alsu bumble a'bout, bumble a'bout sth) to
move around in an awkward and noisy way: [
could hear my father bumbling about downstairs.
o film of two sisters bumbling around their
home, making tea
@ v+adv e v+prep

bump Sbamp/
Jbump 'into sb (informal) to meet sb by chance: I

bumped into an old friend in town today.
run into sb
& v+prep

Jbump sb ‘off (informal) to murder sb: He admit-

ted bumping off Baines.
& v+nipron+adv ¢« v+adv+n

Jbump sb 'off. bump sb 'off sth 1 tonot allow

sb to have the seat on a plane that they have
booked, because seats have been sold to more
people than the plane will carry: With more
people flying these days, there is a greater chance
of getting bumped off your flight. o bumped
off travellers I8HE Bump sb can also be used
with this meaning: We were late arriving at the
airport and the airline bumped us. 2 (especially
AmE, vomputing) to break the connection
between sb’s computer and the Internet, so that
they can no longer use the Internet: Some users
couldn't log in, others kept getting bumped off. ©
to be bumped off the Internet BEJ the Internet,
sarver, website EI® kick sb off, kick sb off
sth; disconnect sb (from sth) (more formal)
These phrasal verbs are usually used in the
passive: I was worried about being bumped off
the flight.

< v +nipron+adv ¢ v+ nipron + prep

Jbump sb 'up (to sth) (informal) to move sb to a

more expensive seat in a plane without charging
them extra, because there are not enough seats
at the price they have paid: I got bumped up to
business class.

Bump sb up is often used in the passive.
© v+nipron +ady

Jbump sth 'up (informal) to increase or raise st

The company bumped their prices up by 10%.
@24 prices
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

bunch pants/

bunch ‘'up; bunch sth ‘up if material

bunches up, or you bunch it up, it forms tight
folds: The sheets bunched up under him every time
he moved. & She bunched her skirt up and
Jumped.

Bunch sth up is often used in the passive.
@ v+adv + vin/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Jbunch 'uptto’'gether. bunch sbisth 'up/

to'gether to move closer together to make a
tight group: to make shy/sth do this: The children
bunched together in little groups in the play-
ground. o All the runners were bunched up
behind the leader:

Bunch sb/sth up/together is often used in
the passive.

@ v+adv ¢ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

burn out

hundle {bandl/

Jbundle sb 'off (to sth...} to send sb somewhere
in a hurry or when they do not want to go: She
bundled her son off to school.
pack sb off (to...}

@ vinipron+adv ¢« v+adv+n

Jbundle 'up; bundle sb ‘up (in sth) to dress in
warm clothes; to put warm clothes on sb: Bundle
up! It's freezing outside! o I bundled Lucy up ina
blanket and made her a cup of tea.

1579 wrap up (In sth), wrap sb up (in sth), wrap
yourself up (in sth)

Bundle sb up is often used in the passive.
< v+adv « v+njpron+adv

Jbundie sth 'up/to'gether to put or tie things
together into a bundle: She bundled up her
clothes and pushed them into a cupboard. ¢ The
papers were all bundled together, ready to be
thrown away.

@ vinipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

bung jbay/

bung sth 'up (with sth) (BrE, informal) to stop
sth from moving or flowing through sth by put-
ting sth in or across it: She's bunged the sink up
with tea leaves.
block sth up (more formal)
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
» bunged 'up adj blocked; not clear: My nose is
all bunged up this morning.

bunk /bank/

Jbunk 'down (especiaily AmE) to lie down to sleep

somewhere, especially somewhere uncomfort-
able or for only one night: We huriked down inan
old barn for the night.

doss down (BrE, informal)

& v+adv

Jbunk 'off; bunk 'off sth(BrE, informal) to stay

away from school or work when you ought to be
there: to leave school or work early, especially
without permission: Let’s bunk off this after-
noon and go shopping.

school, work skive off, skive off sth
(BrE)

@ v+adv » v+prep

buoy foor: AmE also ‘bw:if

Jbuoy sbisth 'up 1 to make or keep sb cheerful

and confident: Winning the match buoyed the
team up. < The party did little to bucy up her
spirits. & She was buoyed up by her father's
praise. 2 to keep sb/sth floating; to stop sb/sth
from sinking: I relaxed, letting the salt water
buoy me up.

Buoy sb/sth up is often used in the passive.
Buoy sh/sth can also be used: Buoved &y their
recent victory, the team are convinced they can win
the final.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

buoy sth 'up (finance) to make or keep pricesata
high or satisfactory level: Share prices were
buoyed up by the news. ¢ to buoy up the economy
prices
Buoy sth up is often used in the passive. »
Buoy sth is also used with this meaning.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

burn fban; AmEbsirn/ (burnt, burnt (bamt;
AmE barrnt/ or burned, burned /bamd; AmE
ba:rnd))

Jburn a'way; burn sth a'way to disappear asa
result of burning; to make sth do this: Half the
candle had burnt away. < The fire had burned
away part of the roof
@ v+adve vtadv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ vin+ady

(less frequent)

Jburn ‘down if a fire burns down, it becomes
less strong and burns with smaller flames: They
sat by the fire, watching it stowly burn down.
burn up
@ v+adv

Jburn 'down; burn sth ‘down if a building
burns down, or sb burns it down, it is des-
troyed by fire: The palace burnt down in the 19th
century. © She threatened to burn the house down.
Burn sth down is often used in the
passive.

@ v+adv e v+n/pron+adv « veadvin

Jburn sth 'off 1 to remove sth by burning: Burn
the old paint off before repainting the door. 2 (also
Jburn sth 'up) to use energy by exercising: Walk-
ing briskly can burn off a lot of calories. [02]] eal-
orles, fat
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

Jburn 'out; burn sth 'out if a machine or part of

a machine burns out or sb/sth burns it out, it
stops working because it has been used too much
or has got too hot: The clutch has burnt out. ¢ 1
burnt out the maotor in the first car 1 had.

© v+adv e vinfpron+adv e v+adv+n

Jburn ‘out, burn itself 'out to stop burning

because there is no more fuel: Blow out the can-
dles before they burnout. & By the time thefire bri-
gade arrived the fire had burnt (itself) out.

- see alse BURN $TH OUT

& v+adv + v+pron+adv

Jburn 'out; burn yourself 'out to become very

tired or sick and unable to continue your work
by working too hard over a peried of time: It's a
high pressure job and many people burn out at a
young age. ¢ If he carries on working 30 hard,
he'll burn himself out.
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- s8¢ als0 BURN 58 OUT, BURXN $E OUT OF §TH

® v+adv « v+pron +adv

» ‘burnout 12 |C] {U] the state of being very tired
or sick because you have worked too hard:
Burnout is common among teachers.

» bumt-‘out (especiclly BrE) (AmE usually
burned-'out) very tired or sick because you have
worked too havd: burnt-out rock singers

=» 50¢ 1/50 BURNT-OUT at BURN 5TH OUT

.burn sb 'out; burn sb 'out of sth to force sb
to leave a building by setting fire to it: A gang has
tried to burn a woman out of her home.
= se¢ @ISO BURN OUT, BURN YOLRSELF OUT
@ v+nfpron+adv e v+adv+n e

v +n/pron + adv + prep

Jburn sth ‘out to destroy sth completely by fire,
80 that only the outside or the frame is left: Two
cars were burntout in the crash.

Burn sth out is usually used in the pas-
sive.

3 see alse BURN OUT, BURN ITSELF OUT

G v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

» ‘burnt-out (especially BrE) (AmF usually
‘burned-out) adj [only before noun] completely
destroyed or badly damaged by fire: burnt-out
buses ¢ burned-out houses

3 see also BURNT-OUT at BURN OUT, BURN YOUR-
SELF QUT

Jburn 'up 1 to be destroyed by heat: The spacecraft
burned up as it entered the eqrth's atmosphere. 2
(usually used in the progressive tenses) to have a
fever or a high temperature: She is burning up - -
she needs a doctor. 3 if a fire bwrns up, it gets
stronger and has Jarger flames burn down
G v+adv

Jburn sb 'up (AmE, informal) to make sb very
angry: The way he treats me really burns me up.
@ v+nipron +adv

burn sth 'up 1 to get rid of sth completely by
burning: I'm geing to burn wp all the rub-
bishitrash. 2 =BURN STH OFF 2
© v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

burrow I"barau; AmE 'bs:rov!

‘burrow In sth to search for sthh among things in
a container: She burrowed in her pocketand even-
tually found a few coins.
® v+prep

burst ‘baist; AmE barstf (burst, burst)

Jburst 'in (on sb/sth), burst 'into sth to enter a
room, a building, etc. suddenly and noisily, inter-
rupting the people who are in it: He apologized
Jor bursting in on our meeting. © The door sud-
denly flew open and Mia burst in. & She ran down
the stairs and burst into the kitchen.

- see also RURST INTO STH
@ v+adv « v+prep

‘burst into sth to start producing or doing sth
suddenly and with great force: The aircraft burst
into flames (= suddenly started to burn). ¢ Jwas
su relieved I burst into tears{— suddenly started
to cry). ¢ The cab’s engine burst into life (= sud-
denly started to work). ¢ As the curtain fell, the
audience burst into applause{ suddenly started
to clap).

BEI tears, flames, laughter, life
3 see also BURST IN {ON SBISTH), BURST INTO STH
@ v+prep

‘burst on/onto sth (a/so 'burst upon sth more
JSormal) to appear somewhere suddenly in a dra-
matic or unusual way: A major new telent has
burst onlonto the rennis scene.

BEN scene
& v+prep

Jburst "out to say sth suddenly. loudly and with

strong feeling: T hateyou! she burst out.

BN exclaim (formal)

-3 see @lso BURST OUT DOING STH

@ v+adv+speech

» '‘outburst 7 a sudden strong expression of an
emotion; a sudden increase in an attitude or an
activity: an outburst of angerflaughter ¢ spor-
adic outbursts of violence o She apologized for
her outburst.

Jburst ‘out; burst ‘out of sthioleavearoom,a
building. etc. suddenly and noisily: The door
opened suddenly and a man burst out of the
house.

@ v+adv s v+adv+prep

burst 'out doing sth to begin doing sth sud-
denly: We looked at one anather and burst ouwt
laughing.
laughing, crying
~» 50¢ (1150 BURST OUT; QUTBURST at BURST OUT
® v+adv+-ing

Jburst ‘through; burst ‘through sth to move
suddenly through a door. a barrier, etc. with
great force: The car drove fast up to the rouad block
and burst through. < She burst through the door
pursued by two men. o The sun burst through the
clouds.

@ v+adv e v+prep
‘burst upon sth -: BURST OX/ONTO STH

bury ;'beri/ (burtes, burying, buried, buried)

'bury yourself in sth 1 to go to or be in a place
where you will not meet many people: He buried
himself in the country fo write a book. 2 to
involve yourself in sth completely; to spend all
your time thinking about or duing sth and ignore
everything else; She buried herself in her work in
an attempt toforget. 081 work, book
@ v+pron+prep

35

buy out

bust jbast; (bust, bust or busted, busted)

bust ‘out; bust ‘out of sth; bust sb 'out;

bust sb ‘out of sth (informal) to escape from
somewhere, usually prison; to help sb to do this:
His last movie was aboul a guy busting out of
Alcatraz. ¢ His friends busted him out of jail.
break out, break out of sth (moreformal)
@ v+adv e v+adv+prep ¢ vinipron+ady

v +n/pron + adv + prep

,bust 'up (with sb) (BrE, informul) if a coupie or

two friends bust up. they have a quarrel and sep-
arate: They bust up after five vears together. o I
bhust up with Tim a while ago.

break up (with sb); split up (with/from sb)
© v+adv

» 'bust-up n (BrE, informal) 1 {with sb) an argu-
ment oraquarrel: We had ¢ huge bust-up and now
we're not talking. 2 the end of a relationship

Jbust sth 'up (informal) 1 to end sth such as a

meeting or a relationship by disturbing or ruin-
ing it: The police busted up the meeting. 8Y%
break sth up {(more formal) 2 (AmE) to injure,
damage or break sth: He busted up his knee in the
accident. 3 (AmE) to break a company or a larger
organization into smaller parts company
YD break sth up (more formal)

@ v+adv+n e vnfpron +adv

bustle ;basy

Jbustle a'bouta‘round; bustle a'bout/

a'round sth (especially BrE) to move about
somewhere in a busy or hurried way: She was
already bustling abou!, getting dinner ready.

@ v+adv e v+prep

butt bt/

Jbutt 'in (informal) 1 (on sb/sth) to rudely inter-

rupt sb when they are speaking: He apologized
Jfor butting in on our conversation. ¢ "His name’s
Terry. actually.’ she butted in. 3% interrupt
(sbisth) (more formal) 2 to interfere in a situ-
ation that does not concern yow. Stop butting in.
It's nothing to do with you. interfera (with
sth) (more formal)

& v+adv 1 alsov+adv +speech

butt ‘out (spoken. informal, especially AmE) used

to tell sb rudely not to interfere in sth or to go
away Butt out! It's none of your business.
& v+adv

butter /batary/

Jbutter sb 'up (informal) to say nice things about

sb because you want them to do sth for you or
give you sth: We'd better butter him up a bit before
we ask for his help.

soften sb up

@ veniprontadv e v+adv+n

button batn/

Jbutton 'up; button sth 'up to be fastened with

buttons; to fasten sth with buttons: He butfoned
up his coat.

EEl coat, jacket, atc. do up. do sth up
unbutton, unbutton sth

Button and button sth are also used with
this meaning.

@ v+nlpron+adv « v+adv+n

» buttoned-'up adj 1 fusually before noun] not
showing or expressing your feelings openly; not
very friendly: his buttoned-up calmness 2 (AmE)
very formal in appearance; traditional rather
than new or exciting

buy /bai/ (bought, bought /bo:t/)

Jbuy sth 'back if somebody buys sth back, they

buy again sth that they have sold earlier to sb
else: The bank will supply and buy back foreign
currency. ¢ He sold the car in 1949 for £460. To buy
it back last year cost £31000.

@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

» 'buy-back n 1 the action of buying again sth
that you have sold earlier: a bvokfequipment buy-
back( whenashop/store or company buys back
sth you have finished using) 2 (business) a form
of borrowing moeney in which a company sells
its shares with an agreement that it will buy
them again at a later date: a share buy-back ¢ a
share buy-back progranune

Jbuy sth 'in (Brg) to buy sth or a large amount of

sth for a special occasion or in order to have a
supply for the future: I'll have to buy in extra food
if they’recoming to stay for a while.

food

@ v+adv+n « v+nfpron+adv

Jbuy ‘into sth 1 to buy shares in a company, for

example to gain control over it: They are looking
to buy into another insurance company.
company, business 2 (informal) to accept sth
that many other people believe: We don’t buy into
the myth that money is the answer to everything.
@ v+prep

buy sb 'off to pay sb to stop them acting against

you, causing trouble for you, etc: They had to buy
Brennan off to stop him from telking.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

buy sbiyourself 'out; buy sb/yourself ‘out

of sth (BrE) to pay money so that sb/you can
leave an organization, especially the armed
forces, before the time agreed: After four years in
the navy I bought myself out.

& v+ nipron + adv ¢ v+ nipron + adv + prep

buy sb/sth ‘out 1o buy part of a company, busi-

ness, ete. from sb else so that youown all of itand
control it: I want to buy her out and have the
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house to myself ¢ The company was bought out
by two German businessmen. c c
partner, company

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

» 'buyout n (finance) a situation when sb buys

enough shares in a company to gain control of it call ko «call 'by (informal, especially BrE) to visit a place
buy sth "up to buy quickly all of sth or ) or & person for a short time, usually when you
D as you canPThey 'zeqbou h):f . 2 llSt he?;z 2; Y}’*“;};‘ ~ around -~ on are going somewhere else: Cowld you call by on
ron : > DOULRT up 2 inthe -~ away ~ onfupon your way home? o Jan called by to bring your gift.
. ~ back ~out drop b
company, land, property - by ~ out for @v+ ztdvp Y
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv e v+n+adv(rare) ~down ~ aver -, .
~for ~round ,call sb 'down to shout to sb to ask them to come
buzz /oaz/ ~forth ~up down from a place which is higher than you: I've
R ~in 39 ~upon catled him down (= to come downstairs) to break-
Juzz a'round; buzz a'round sth (also buzz 38 ~off Sast already.
a'bout/round, burz a’bout/round sth especially @ v+njpron+adv

BrE) to move around quickly and busily: She X To call js the most commeon way to 52y 't call sth 'down (en/upon sb) (literary) to pray

buzzed round (the kitchen). o The photographer
buzzed around, checking the light. & Questions
buzzed round inside my head.
& v+adv « v+prep

Jbuzz ‘off (informal) used to tell sb, not very
politely, to go away: Buzz offf I'm trying to work! <
T'wish he'd buzz off!
clear off; go away (more formal)
@ v+adv

telephone' in American English. It is also used
in British English, but to phone and to ring are
more common.

call a'round; call a'round sb/sth (AmE) to

telephone a number of different people, usually
to try to get information: He's been calling
around trying to get the best price on a computer. ©
I called around the neighbourhood to get support
Jormy campaign.

that sth unpleasant will happen to sb because of
sth bad they have done to you; to make sth bad
happen to sb: He called down curses on them.
curses, wrath

@ v+adv+tn e v+n/pron+adv

‘call for sb (BrE) to go to sb’s home, for example,

and take them or go with them somewhere: Shall
1call for you ateight?
& v+prep

,buzz_ ‘round: buzz 'roupd sth (especially BrE) @ vradv e veprep ‘call for sth if a situation calls for a particular
= BLZZ ARGUND, BUZZ AROUND STH ,call sb a'way to ask sb to stop doing what they  action or quality, it needs or vequires it: This

are doingand go somewhere else to deal with sth:
He was called away to the phone. & She was called
away from the meeting to deal with an emergency.
Call sbh away is almos! always used in the

calls for a celebration! o What she’s doing calls
Jor great skill and courage.

Call for sth can be used in the passive:
Tougher action by the government is called for.

passive. & v+prep

& v+njpron +adv » un'called for adj (of remarks or behaviour)
.call ‘back (BrE) to visit sb again: I'll call back not fair or necessary in the circumstances: 7

later when your wife’s at home. shail ignore that uncalled-for remark.

@ vradv ‘call for sth: 'call for sbssth to do sthio

.call 'back; call sb 'back to telephone sh again demand publicly that sth should be done: The

or to telephone sb who telephoned you earlier:
Call back in an hour - - he'll be here then. o Kate
phoned. Can you call her back? o I'll call you back
with the details later.

@ v+adv e v+n/pron +adv

» ‘callback n 1 a device in a telephone that auto-
matically calls again a number that was busy
when you first called it: a callback facility 2 a
telephone call that you make to sb who has called
you earlier

.call sb 'back 1 io shout to sb toturn around and

come back to a place they have just left: J ran off,
but he called me back. o We started to walk off but
were called back by the police officer. 2 to ask sb
who is applying for a job, ete. to retwrn so that
you can talk to them again: Three people were
called back for a second interview.

® v+ nipron +adv

group has called for a boycott of the elections. ¢
The other directors have called for him to resign.
Call for sth can be used in the passive: 4
total ban on nuclear weapons has been called for.
@ v+prep  v+prep +nfpron +toinf

call sth 'forth (formal) to produce a particular

reaction: Her remarks have called forth harsh
criticism in the media.
@ v+adven s v+pron+adv » v+n+adv(rare)

.call 'in 1 [+ adviprep] (especiully BrE) to visit a

place or a person for a short time, usually when
you are going somewhere else: He called in at the
office before he lefi for London. & She often calls in
Jor a chat. drop in (on sb/at...) (informal) 2
to telephone the place where you work: She
called in sick this morning (= telephoned to say
that she was ill/sick and would not be coming to
work). 3 to make a telephone call to a radio or
television programme: Many listeners called in
to complain.

@ v+adv
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» 'call-in n (AmE) a television or radio show in
which people can phone to talk to people on the
show, ask questions, give their opinions, ete: a
call-in show

,call sb 'in to ask sh to come and help, give advice,
repair sth, etc: He's threatened to call in the
police. o You'll have to call a plumber in to look at
this. o Bomb disposal experts were called in to get
rid of the device.
police, expert send for sb
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

,call sth 'in (BrE)to oxder or request the return of
sth, especially a product that has a fault: The
manufuacturers have called in the faulty goods. o
The bank have called in the loan (- asked for the
maney to be paid back) immediately.

1578 recall sth (more formal)
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

.call sbisth 'off to order soldiers, dogs, etc. to
stop attacking sb, searching for sbrsth, etc:
Please call your dog off.

[oed dog
® v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

,call sth 'off to cancel or abandon sth that has
been planned or that has already started: The
meeting was called off at the lust minute. o
They ve called off their engagement (= they have
decided not to get married). o Police calied off
the search for the climbers at dusk.

681 match/game, engagement/wedding, deal,
search, strike
@® v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

‘cajl on sb 1 (especially BrE) to visit sb for a short
time: On our way back, we called on grandma.
&YW drop in (on sb/at...) 2 (AmE) toaskshina
class, etc. to answer a question or give their opin-
ion: The math teacher always calls on the boys.

& v+prep ’

‘call on/upon sth (formal) to use your strength,
courage, etc. in order to achieve sth or deal with
a problem: She had to call on all her reserves of
courage to face the ordeal.
strength, courage
® v+prep

‘call on/upon sb to do sth (formah 1 tomakea
serious or urgent request to sb to do sth: I'm
available in case I'm called on to help. o We call
upon all parties (o respect the results of the elec-
tion. 2 to formally invite or request sb to speak,
etc: I now call upon Mr. Spring to give the vote of
thanks.

E&M Call on/upon sb to do sth can be used in
the passive:  was called on to make a speech.
@ v +prep+n/pron +toinf

.call 'out (to sb), call sth 'out (to sb) to shout or
say sth loudly in order to get sb’s attention or
help: He called out to her. but she carried on walk-

ing. o He woke in the night, calling out her name.
© They called out the numbers of the winning
tickets.
©BEd name 15Y®) shout out (to sb), shout sth out
(to sb)
OEEE Call/call sth can be used with a similar
meaning, but call out/call sth out suggests sth
louder or more urgent.
@ v+adv e venpron+ady e viadv+n e
v+adv + speech
,call sb 'out 1 toask sb to come to help you, when
there is an emergency: I've never had to call the
doctor out at night before. ¢ We had to call out an
electrician. o Troops were called out to deal with
the riot. doctor, fire brigade, electrician 2
to order or ask workers to stop work as a protest:
Miners were called out on strike by union leaders.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n
» ‘call-out n (Brk) an occasion when you ask sb
to come to help you in an emergency: ambulance
call-outs & How much is the plumber’s call-out
charge?
The noun call is also used.
call ‘out for sth (AmE) to telephone a shop,
store, restaurant, ete. to ask them to deliver food
to you at home or at work: Let s call out for pizza.
send out for sth
@ v+adv+prep
,call sb 'over to call sb to come over to where you
are, because you want to speak to them, give or
show them sth, etc: Call the waiter over.
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n(rare)
.call ‘'round (BrE) to visit sb at their home for a
shovt time: just called round to say hello.
drop round
@ v+adv

call 'up; call sbisth 'up (especially AmE) to
make a phone call to a person or a place: Call up
and make a reservation for 8 oclock. o She called
him up from the bus station. o Call up the office
and ask for Mr. Morgan.
Call and eall sb are also frequently used
with this meaning. Call up and call sb up are
very comumon in spoken English.
@ v+adv e v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

,cgll sb 'up 1 to officially ask sb to go to do train-
ing in the army, navy or air force or to fight in a
war: When the war began, he was too old to be
called up. }5% conscript sb (especially BrE),
draft sb (AmE) 2 (especially BrE)to ask sb to join
sth or take part in sth; to choose sb to play in a
team: He's been called up for next week’s match.
Call sb up is often used in the passive,
® v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» ‘call-up 2 1 an official order to join the army,
navy or air force: call-up papersicamps 2 (espe-
cially Brk, sport) an official invitation to play in
ateam or in a particular game
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.call sth 'up 1 (computing) to obtain information
that is stored on a computer: She called up all the
files he had worked on. BT, file, information 2 to
bring sth back to your mind: to make you remerm-
ber and think about sth: The sound of their
laughter called up memories of his own child-
hood. memory recall sth (formal) 3 to
use a quality that you have: He called up all his
reserves of courage. [0BJ) reserves
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

‘call upon sth =caLL ON/GPON STH

'call upon sb to do sth =caur 0X/CPON 5B TO
DO STH

calm fka:m/

.calm 'down; calm sbyyourself ‘down if sb
calms down, or you calm them down, they stop
being angry or excited and become calm: Calm
down! I've said I'in sorry. o Therewas nothing we
could do to calm her down. o He went for a walk to
calm himself down. o Jack was so shocked that
he had to be calmed down by his wife and son.

@ v+adv e vnipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

calm 'down; calm sth 'down to become
calmer: to make a situation calmer: The whole
Juss will have calmed down by tomorrow. o I've
spoken to them to try to calm things down a bit.
Calm sth down cannot be used in the
passive.

@ v+adv e vinfpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

camp kzmp!

,camp 'out (informal) to slecp outside, usually in
atent; to sleep on the floor somewhere for a short
time: If there is nowhere to stay, we'll have to
carnp out. & People camped out in the school hall
to escape the flovd water.

& v+adv
» ‘campout n (AmE) a time when people sleep
outside in a tent

,camp it 'up (BrE, informal) 4 (of aman) tomove
or behave deliberately in a way that people think
is typical of a man who is sexually attracted to
other men (a homosexual): He enjoys camping it
up. 2 to exaggerate your behaviour or a perform-
ance to make people laugh: I really camped it up
in the final scene.

@ v+it+adv

cancel 'kensl/ (-, AmE-1-)

.cancel 'out; cancel sth ‘out if two or more
things cancel out or one cancels out the other;
they are equally important, but have an opposite
effect on a situation so that the situation does not
change: The gains and losses are expected to can-
cel out. o Qur expenditure and profits cancel
each other out. o Thejobis hard work, but thisis
cancelied out by the fuct that the people are so nice.
@ v+adv e vinfpron+ady e v+adv+n

cannon /‘kenan/

cannon ‘into sh/sth (of a moving person,
vehicle, etc.) to hit sb/sth by accident and with
areat force: She stopped suddenly and I almost
cannoned into her.
© v+prep

.cannon 'off sb/sth if sth moving cannons off
sbisth, it hits thenv/it by accident and with great
force and then goes off in a different direction:
The ball cannoned off his leg into the goal.
@ v+prep

capitalize (also capitalise) /kapitolarz/

‘capitalize on sth (a/so 'capitalize upon sth less
Jrequent, more formal) to use sth to gain further
advantage for yoursclf: They capitalized on their
success by raising prices. & Theopposition tried to
capitalize on popular discontent over the new laiw.
success. opportunity, potential Bv® take
advantage of sth
© v+prep

care /kes(r). Amk ker|

‘care for sbtolike or love sb: I caredeeply for you.
Care for sb can be used in the passive: J
Jjust want to be loved and cared for by somebody.
@ v+prep

‘care for sb/sth 1 1o take care of and be respon-
sible for sb who is very young, old or sick. etc. or
for sth that is in danger or could be damaged: The
nurses give advice 1o the patients and those who
carefor them. o She cares for several children with
special needs. o The company is committed lo car-

ing for the environment. (98] children, the sick,
the elderly In this meaning care for sb/sth
can be used in the passive: The children were all
clean and well cared for. = see also LOOK AFTER
SB/STH/YOURSELF; LOOK AFTER STH 2 not care for
shisth (formal) to not like sb/sth very much: 1
don’t care for opera.

® v+prep

would you care for ... (formal) used toask sb
if they would like sth to eat or drink: Weuld you
careforacupof tea?

» un'cared for adj not looked after; neglected:
The children looked dirty and uncared for &
uncared-for gardens

carry /kari/ (carries, carrylng, carried,
carried)

carry sth around (a/so carry sth a'bout/
‘round especially BrE) (with you) to take sth from
one place to another; to take sth everywhere with
vou: I don’t want to carry this bag about with me
all day. ¢ The CD plaver is light enough to carry
around in your pocket.
@ vn/pron+adv « v+adv+n
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carry sb/sth a'long to take or move sbisth for-
ward: His body had been carried along hy the
river. & The crowd was so thick that she was car-
ried along with if. o (igurative) His immense
enthusiasm carried us all along.
@ v+n/pron+adv
[carry sbisth a'way/'off to support the weight
of sbssthand take them/it away: 4 strony current
carried the dinghy cwan
@ v+njpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
be/get carried a'way to be so excited and
enthusiastic about sth that yvou lose control of
vour feelings and may behave in a silly or
thoughtless way: I got so carried away with shop-
ping that I completely forgot the time. o Don’t get
carried aipay — it’s not that exciting.
@ beiget+v +ady
carry sb 'back (to sth) fo remind sb of sth that
happened in the past: The song carried her back
to her childhond.
IR take sb back (to sth)
& v+n/pron +adv
carry sth ‘forward 1 (also carry sth 'over)
{(finance) to move a total sum of money, or a total
amount, from one page or column to the next, or
from one week or year to the next: The figures
were carried forward from the previous page.
bring sth forward In this meaning
carry sth ferward is often used in the passive, 2
to help sth to make progress or succeed: She will
carry the project forward after I leque.
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n
,carry sh 'off 1 if a diseasc carries sb off, they
die as aresultof it She was carried off by theepi-
demic, 2 to capture sh: The enemy carried off
many prisoners.
@ v+nipron+adv » v+adv+n

carry sb/sth 'off = carny sr/STII AWAY/OFF

carry sth 'off 1 to win sth: She carried off most
of the prizes. 2 to suceeed in doing sth difficult;
to deal with a difficult situation successfully:
She's the only person 1 know who can wear ¢ dress
like that and carry it off!
D 1v+adv+n e v+pron+adv » v+n+adv(less
Jrequent)
2v+njpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

.carry 'on 1 (with sth) (also carry ‘on dolng sth)
{especially BrE) to continue doing sth or moving
in a particular direction, without stopping:
Carry on workingtwith your work while I'm away.
o If she carries on shoplifting, she'll end up in
Jail. & She ignored me and carried on writing, o I
called out to him, but he carried on down the road.
go on, go on doing sth < see glso CARRY
STH ON 1 2 to manage to continue living or work-
ing in your usual wav in spite of difficult or
unpleasant circumstances: Life carried on as
usual after the fire. o We’re all going to carry on

as if nothing has happened. Bi%) go on; con-
tinue 3 (with sth) to continue speaking or doing
sth after a short pause: ‘Well’, she carried on,
‘then 1 realized where I'd met him before!” ¢ Ted
lovked up briefly, then carried on with what he
was doing. T go on (with sth) 4 to last for a
particular time: How long can this situation
carry on? 39 go on; last 5 (at sb) (about sth)
{(informal) to argue, quarrel or complain noisily;
to make a fuss: Stop carrying on about how hard
your life is. o How long are they going to be shout-
ing and carrying on like that? go on (at sb)
(about sth) 6 (with sb) (old-fashioned, informah
to have a sexual relationship with sb: She's
carrving on with her boss,
® v+adv
1 also v +adv +-ing
3 also v+ adv + spesch
» 'carry-on n 1 [usually sing.] (BrE. informal)
excited or noisy behaviour over sth that is not
important; a fuss 2 (Amk) a small bag or case
that you carry onto a plane with you: I'm travel-
ling light - - I just have a carry-on. ¢ Do you have
any carry-on luggage?
carry sth ‘on 1 to continue sth, especially sth
that sb else has begun: Ouwr children will carry
this tradition on after us. - see also CARRY 0N 12
,carry ‘on sth, carry ititham ‘on to do the activ-
ity mentioned: We're fryving to carry on a very
important conversation! & They carried on a cor-
respondence for over forty years. o to carry on a
businessitrade conversation, corraspond-
encea, busi duct sth H A noun
must always follaw on, but a pronoun comes
between the verb and on.
@ 1v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+adv
2v+adv+n s v+pron+ady

carry sth ‘out 1 to do sth that you said you

would do or that you have been asked to do: to
carry out a planfa promiselan order o He had no
intention of carrying out his threats. ¢ She had
carried out all his instructions. 683 threat,
promise, order 2 to do and complete a task: to
carry out @ surveylan investigation o to carry out
repairsichecksitests o to carry out research o It is
not yet clear who carried out the attack.
G v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv (less fre-
quent)
» ‘carry-out n (AmE, ScotF) s meal that you buy
cooked from 4 restaurant and take away to eat
somewhere else: Let's get a carry-out.

.carry sth 'over 1 to delay sth until a later time:

The game had to be carried over until Wednesday,
o You can carry over 4 days’ leave to next year
150 postpone sth 2 to keep sth from one situ-
ation and use or deal with it in a new situation:
You should carry over what you learn in school
into your everyday life. 3 .- CARRY STH FORWARD 1
@ v+adv+n « v+ plpron + ady
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» ‘carry-over 1 1 (finanice) a total sum of money
or an amount that is moved to the next col-
umn/pageivear, etc. 2 something that is kept
from one situation or time and used in another

carry sth ‘round (with you) (especially BrE) -

CARRY STH AROUND (WITII YOU)

carry 'through (on/with sth) (4mE) to do and
finish what you have promised, agreed or
arranged to do: He convinced us that he would
carry through withion his promise.
@ v+ady

cairy sh 'through; carry sb ‘through sth
to help sb to deal with a difficult period: Her
determination carried her through. ¢ His cour-
age helped to carry them through the difficult
times.
@ v+nipron+adv v+ n/pron+prep

carry sth ‘through to finish a task, a plan, etc.
successfully: She was determined to carry
through her plans. o Once Helen has started a
task, she’ll carry it through to theend.
plan, proposal, decision, reforms
@ v+adv+n « vHaipron +adv

cart kat; AmE kaxt/

cart sth a'round (also cart sth a'bout/round
especially BrE) (with you) (informal) used to talk
about carrying sth large, awkward or unimport-
ant from one place to another or everywhere you
go: 1 had fo cart my shopping around with me all
day. o He carts all sorts of useless stuff about.
ST carry sth around (with you) (nore formal,
lug sth around (with you)
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

,cart sbisth a'way/ off (informal) to take sbisth
away with some difficulty: Two players were
carted off to hospital. o The police arrived and
carted 40 rioters off tojail.
take sb/sth away (moreformal)
Cart shisth away/off is ofien used in the
passive: He was carted away by two policemen.
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

carve jkav, Amekarv/

.carve sth 'out 1 (also carve sth ‘out of sth)
(geology) 10 make a physical feature in the
earth’s surface over a long period of time
through the action of water, ice, weather, etc:
The valley was carved out by glaciers. WG In
this meaning earve sth out is often used in the
passive. 2 (for yourself) to build a suceessful car-
eer, a good reputation, etc., often with difficulty
or hard work: She carved out a unique niche for
herself in the music business. o He's carved out o
successful career in the building industry.
career, name, niche
@ v+adv+n e v+njpron+adv

1 alsn v +n/pron +adv + prep

carve sb/sth 'up (BrE, informal) 1 to wound sb
or their face badly with a knife: He got carved up
outside the pub last night. 2 to go past a moving
vehicle ahead of you and then suddenly move in
front of it in a dangerous way: / was carved up by
a lunatic in a Porsche. ¢ We saw the van carte up
several cars, before turning left. person, car
V0 cut shisth up (BrEk)
@ v+nipron+adv & v+adv+n

.carve sth 'up to divide a company. an area of
land, etc. into parts and share them out: They
carved the territory up into three provinces. © The
thicves hurviedly carved up the loot.
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv
» ‘carve-up n [sing.] (BrE, informal) the act of
dividing sth up into parts and sharing them out

cash jkef/

.cash ‘in (on sth) (informal) to gain an advantage
from a situation in a way that people think is
wrong or dishonest: Many businesses cashed in
on the massive public interest in her death. o The
new law means video pirates can no longer cash in
by selling illegal copies.

& v+adv

.cash sth 'in to exchange sth for money: Cash in
any remaining travellers’ cheques when you
return.  You will lose money if you cash your
policy in early.

@i shares, policy
® v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

cash 'up (BrE) (AmE cash 'out) to count the
money that has been taken in a shop/store, res-
taurant, etc. at the end of the day: We cash up at
five o'clock.

O v+adv

cast /kast; AmEkast/ (cast, cast)

cast around (BrE also cast a'bout) (for sth)
(formal) to look around you to try to find sth; to
try very hard to think of sth: Hecast about for an
escape route. o He was desperately casting
around for anexcuse. o Thecompany is having to
cast around feverishily for ways to cut ifs costs.
[IeNEE This phrasal verb is usually used in writ-
ten English.
® v+ady

cast sbisth a'side (formal) to get rid of, or give
no attention to, sbfsth that youno longer want or
need: She just cast him aside when she got bored.
& She has been able to cast aside (- stop using) her
wheelchair.
discard sb/sth
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

cast sth a'side (formal) 1 to throw sth to one
side: He cast aside the newspaper impuatiently. 2to
get rid of feelings, attitudes, etc. that are bad or
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negative, or that stop vou achieving sth: He cast
asideall his inhibitions. o The speakers cast mod-
esty aside and talked about their success.
Y% throw sth aside; toss sth aside (less
formal)
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

be ,cast a‘way (on sth) to be left somewhere
after your ship bas been destroyed at sea: What
would you do if you were cast away on a desert
island?
© be+v+adv
» ‘castaway n a person whose ship has been des-
troyed and who has managed to swim to an
island, ete.

.cast sth 'back (to sb/sth) to make yourself
think about a particular time, a situation in the
past, cte: I cast my mind back to our first meet-
ing all those years ago.
only your mind
@ v+n+adv

.cast sth ‘down (literary) if you cast your eyes
down, you look down: She cast her eves down
modestly while Juck was talking about her.

58] only eyes lower sth (less formaly

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

» ‘downcast (also cast 'down less frequent) adf
(literary) downcast eyes are looking down

= see alsn DOWNCAST at BE CAST DOWN

be .cast ‘'down (by sth) (formal) to be sad or
unhappy about sth: He is not easily cast doton.
<& be+v+adv
» 'downcast (also cast 'down less frequent) adj
(literary) sad or unhappy: a downoast expression
© He looked so downcast I took pity on him.
=¥ 52 (1150 DOWNCAST at CAST STH DOWN

,cast 'off, cast sth 'off 1 to undo the ropes that
are holding a boat in position so that it can start
to move 2 (in knitting) to remove a row of
stitches from the needle in a way that will make a
finished edge: When the scarf is the right length,
castoff. 0] stitches cast on, cast sth on
@v+advev+advin ¢ v+pron+ady «

v+n+adv(rare)

cast sth 'off (formal) 1 to take off a piece of
clothing and throw it to one side: They cast off
their clothes and jumped in the pool. BEY jacket,
shoes, clothes I8 take sth off (less formaly 2
to get rid of sth bad or sth that vou do not like:
She tried to cast off her upbringing. o It's time fo
cast off those winter blues and burst into spring!
@ v+adv+n e vipron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(rare)

» ‘cast-off (especially BrE) (AmE usually 'hand-
me-down) n [usually pl.] a piece of clothing that
the original owner no longer wants to wear:
She’s fed up with wearing her sister’s cast-offs.

» ‘cast-off adj [only before noun] that the ori-
ginal owner no longer wants to wear or usc: cast-
off clothing ¢ cast-off plastic bags

.cast 'on; cast sth 'on (in knitting) to make the
first row of stitches on a needle, or add new
stitches: Cast on and knit 10 rows.

B4 stitches cast off, cast sth off
@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢
v+n+adv (rarey

cast sb/sth 'out; cast sb/sth 'out of sth
(formal) to drive sb away; to get rid of sbisth,
especially by using force: She was cast out by
society. © He claimed to be able to cast out demons.
¢ The villpgers had been cast out of their homes.
Cast sb out is often used in the passive.

@ v+adv+n e vin/pron+adv «

v +n/pron +adv + prep

» 'outcast n someone who is rejected and
ignored by other people and often has to leave
their home and friends: She felt [ike a social out-
cast. © He was treated like an outcast by the other
children.

» ‘outcast adj [only before noun]j ignored or not

accepted by other people: outcast members of

society

.cast sb/sth 'up (on sth) (literary) 1 if the sea

casts sb/sth up on the land, it carries themyvit in
and leaves themyit there: A whale bone was cast
up on the beach, wash up, wash sth up (less
Sormal) Cast sbysth up is often used in the
passive in this meaning. 2 if you cast your eyves
up, you look up: She cast her eyes up to the ceiling
and sighed. only eyes

@ vrnjpron+adv e viady+n

catch k=t[/ (caught, caught ko:t))

‘catch at sthisb to try to get hold of sth quickly:

She tried to catch at @ branch but couldn’t reach.
sb’s hand/arm/sleeve clutch at sb/sth;
grasp at sth/sb
& v+prep

catch ‘on (informal) 1 (to sth) to understand sth;
torealize the truth of sth: He's very quick to catch
on. < The students soon caught on to the idea that
phrasal verbs are not really difficult. & People are
catching on to the fuct that he's a fraud. 358 cot-
ton on (to sth) 2 (with sb) to become popular or
fashionable: It's a good idea, but it'll never catch
on. o Paying by credit card has only caught on
recentiy here. o 3-1) films never caught on with a
mass audience,
® v+adv

catch sb 'out 1 to trick sb into making a mis-
take or doing sth wrong; to discover that sh does
not know much or is doing sth wrong: The test
isn't designed to cotch you out. It's to see how
much you've learnt. o The inferviewer may try to
catch you out with trick questions. © She reacted
likea child caughtout ina He. 2 (especially BrEyif
a situation, bad weather etc. catches sb out, it
surprises them and puts them into a difficult
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cave

situation: The snow catches us out every year (=
we are not prepared for it). ¢ Many investors
were caught out by the collapse of the company.
Catch sb out is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv « v +adv+n(less frequent)

catch ‘up (with sbisth) (Brk also catch sbisth

'up) 1 to reach sbysth ahead of you by going
faster than them/it: She was walking sofast  had
to run to catch up (with her). ¢ The police car
finally caught up with the van at the junction. 2to
reach the same level or standard as sb/sth else
that was better or more advanced: We need t0
catch up with our competitors in Europe. o You'll
hauve to work hard to catch up with the rest of the
class. o When I went back to school I found I had
a lot of catching up to do.

@ v+adv ¢ vEn/pron + adv « v+adv +n (rare)

.catch 'up (with sth) 1 to spend extra time doing

all the work, tasks, ete. that you should have done
earlier: I'm so behind with my paperwork, it’s
going to take me a week (o catch up. 2 to find out
ahout things that have happened: Come and stay
Sfor a few duys, s0 thal we have a chance to catch
up. o I want to catch up with all your news. <
We've got a lot of catching up to do after all this
time. - se¢ also CATCH! UP ON STH

@ v+adv

.catch sb 'up (on sth) (AmE) to tell sb about

things that have happened: You can catch me up
on the news later:
@ v+nipron+adv

catch sh/sth 'up (BrE) 1 = catcs ue (With

SBISTH) 1 You go ahead. I'll catch you up. o She
caught the leader up and then overtook her 2 -
CATCH CP (WITH SBISTH) 2 This company is the
most likely fo catch up the market leader: ¢ She's
training hard to catch her sister up.

beiget caught 'up in sth 1 tobecome involved
in an unpleasant event or situation that you can-
not escape from: A number of tourists got caught
up in the riots. o children caught up in crime o
Sorry I'm late -- I got caught up in a traffic jam.
violence, war, events, traffic 2 to be com-
pletely absorbed in an activity, your own feel-
ings, ete: She got caught up in the excitement and
drama of the auction. o Ididn't hear you come in;
T'was so caught up in this hook. B83 excitement,
hook
& be/get+v +adv +prep

catch 'up on sb =carcn up with s 2 Qld ageis

catching up on me.

.catch 'up on sth 1 tospend extra time doing all

the work, tasks, ete. that you should have done
earlier: I've got a lot of work to catch up on. o/
spent the weekend catching up on lost sieep.

work, sleep 2 to find out about things that have
happened: It was good to see Patsy and catch up
on al! the gossip.

- see also CATCH UP (WITH STH)

& v+adv+prep

.catch ‘'up with sb 1 if the police or people in

authority catch up with sb, they finally find out
that they have done sth wrong and punish them:
They were involved in burglary for years before
the police caught up with them. 2 (also catch up
on sb less frequent) it sth vou have done or sth
that has been happening to you catches up with
wou, it starts to cause you problems that you have
50 far managed to avoid; His past is finally catch-
ing up with him. ¢ The late nights were begin-
ning to catch up with her. 3 (informal) 1o meet sb
wvou have not seen for a while and hear their
news: He just wants to rest and catch up with old
friends. o Catch up with you later! & We've got a
ot of catching up to do after all this time! B8
friends

@ v+adv+prep

cater ikertor)/

'cater for sb/sth to provide everything thatsb,a

group of people or a situation needs or wants:
The careers service caters for the needs of young
peaple and adults. & The resort also cuaters for
winter sports.

B8] needs, children, interests

Cater for sh/sth can be used in the passive:
All age groups are well catered for:

& v+prep

‘cater to shisth (disapproving) to provide sth

that satisfies what a particular type of person
wants: Endless media coverage catered to the pub-
lic’s interest in the scandal.

Cater to sb/sth can be used in the passive:
Their every need was catered 10.

@ v+prep

Cave fkerv/

.cave ‘in 1 (on sb/sth} if aroof, wall, etc. caves in,

it falls down and inwards: The roof of the tunnel
caved in on the workmen. EUed] roof, wall 2 (to
sth) to finally do what sb wants you to do after
you have resisted for a long time: The manage-
ment refused to cave in to their demands. ¢ Under
his fierce questioning she caved in and told him
the truth. 0B3} demands, pressure

GO v+adv

» ‘cave-in n 1 the fact of a roof, wall, etc. falling
down and inwards: For the people inside the tun-
nel there was a serious risk of flooding or a cave-
in. 2 an instance of agreeing under pressure to
do sth you do not want to do
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centre (8rk) (Amk center) ['senta(r)/

‘centre around sh/sth; ‘centre sth around
shisth (BrE also 'centre round sb/sth, ‘centre
sth round sbysth) to be, or make shy/sth, the most
important person or thing around which most
activity takes place: The debate centres around
the question of power. & The case centred around
the couple’s adopted children. ¢ Her life was
centred entirely around her family. © The night-
life of the town is largely centred around the
hotels,

Centre sth around/round sb/sth is often
used in the passive.
© v+prep e v+n/pron +prep

‘centre on sbssth; ‘centre sth on sbisth
(also ‘centre upon sh/sth, 'centre sth upon
sh/sth more formal) to give a lot of attention or
thought to one particular activity, idea or per-
son, ete: The discussions centred on the hostage
isswe. o Public interest centred largely on the
team s stars. ¢ Thegroup has centred its attention
on the need for reform. o His research is centred
on the effects of unemployment.

Centre sth on/upon sbisth is often used in
the passive.
& v+prep « v+nipron+ prep

chain ftfem/

,chain sbrsth ‘up (to sth) to fasten sbisth to sth
else with chains to stop them escaping or being
stolen: I'd chain your bike up (to the fence) just in
cuse. © The prisoners were chained up in a dark
cell.

Chain sb/sth (to sth) can also be used with
this meaning.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

chalk i1/

chalk 'up sth; chalk it/them 'up (informal)
to achieve a success, a victory, a score in a game,
etc: The team has chalked up its fifth win in a row.
< This week Dee Brothers chaiked up 100 years of
business in this town.
success, victory, win
A noun must always follow up, but a pro-
noun cormes between the verb and up.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv

.chalk sth ‘up to sth (informal) to think that sth
happens as a result of sth else: We can chalk our
recent victories uptoalot of luck. © When the goal
was disallowed they chalked it up to a bad ref-
eree decision.
IET0) attribute sth to sth (formal), put sth
down to sth
@ v+nipron + adv + prep
chalk it up to ex'perience (spoken, espe-
cially AmE) uged to say that you can Jearn from
sth bad that has happened to you

chance jtfans: AmEtf=ns

‘chance on/upon shysth (formaly to meet sb or
find sth when you do not expect to: I chanced on
anold school friend in town. o He chanced upon a
volume of Japanese poetry irn a bookshop.

& v+prep

change sifemds;

change sb/sth a'round (especially AmE) -
CHAXGE 5B/STH ROURD

change 'back 1 (into sth) to take off your
clothes and put on what you were wearing earl-
ler: I'll just change back into my tracksuil. 2
(intofto sb/sth) to return to an earlier state or
form: When you double click on SELECT, the
screen changes back to the main design screen. o
Slowly the angry animal changed back into its
normal calm self.
& v+adv

.change sth 'back (Into/to sth) to exchange an
amount of money into the system of money
{cuxrency) that it was in before: Can I change
these dollars back into steriing?
& v+nipron +adv e v+adv+n (less freguent)

.change 'down (into/to sth) (BrE) to move the
stick that controls the speed in a vehicle into a
position suitable for slower speeds (a lower
gear). Change down into second as you approach
the corner.
B¥F; change up (into/to sth)
G v+adv

change 'Into sth to put on different clothes: We
quickly changed into our swimsuits. o I didn't
bring anything to change into.
@ v+prep

.change ‘into sth; change sbssth ‘into sth
to change, or to make sb/sth change, into sth dif-
ferent: The castle has changed into a hotel. & The
handsome prince was changed into a frog.
B turn into sth, turn shisth into sth
& v+prep » v+n/pron +prep

.change 'out of sth totake off the clothes you are
wearing and put on different ones: I must change
out of these wet clothes before I get a chill. o She
changed out of her suit as soon as she came home.
& v+adv+prep

.change 'over 1 (from sth) (to sth) to stop using

one system or thing and start using another:
The magazine changed over from pink paper to
white in 1917. ¢ We're changing over 10 a new
computer system. switch over (from sth) (to
sth) 2 (to sth) (BrE) to change from watching one
television channel to watching another: 1
changed over to BBCI to see the football. ¢ Can we
change over? I switch over (from sth) (to
sth); turn over (to sth)

© v+adv

45

cheat

» 'changeover n a change from one system or
thing to another: The changeover to the netw sys-
tem will take place gradually ¢ a changecver
period

change ‘over/round (BrE) if two people

change over/round, they move to where the
other person was before or do what the other per-
son was doing: Can you and Phil change round?
You're too tall to stand in the front row. ¢ When
vou get tired of driving we can change over.

V) swap around/over/iround (informal, espe-
cially Br)

@ v+adv

.change sb/sth ‘round (especially BrE) (Amk

usually change shisth a'round) to move objects,
such as furniture, or people into different pos-
itions: Who's changed the desks around? o You're
always changing this room round! (= making it
look different by moving the furniture, etc) o
The Yankees keep changing their players around.
Bt room, furniture ISY® swap sb/sth around/
over/round (especially Bri)

& v+nipron+adv « v+adv +n{less frequent)

«change 'up (Into/to sth) (BrE) to move the stick

that controls the speed in a vehicle into a pos-
ition suitable for faster speeds (a higher gear):
Change up into fourth gear nou.

change down (into/to sth)

@ v+adv

charge {tla:ds; AmE tfurds/

'charge sb with sth; 'charge sb with doing

sth (formal) to give sb a duty, responsibility or
task: A solicitor was charged with administering
the estate.

BRI These phrasal verbs are often used in the
passive.

® v +nipron+prep

charm tiam, AmE tfarm/

.charm sth 'out of sb if you charm money or

information out of sb, you obtain it by using
your power to please or attract people: She man-
aged to charm £20 out of him.

® v +nipron+adv + prep

chase jtfess/

chase a'round (BrZ also chase a'bout/round)

to be very busy, rushing from one place to
another: I've been chasing around all morning
trying to find a gift for my sister.

G v+adv

.chase sb/sth a'way/'off/'out to force sbisth to

run away by running after them or threatening
them: He chased the attackers away by firing
shots into the air.

& v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n

chase sbisth ‘down (AmE, informal) to try

hard to get sth or find sbisth that you need or
want: I've been trying to chase Sam down all day!
seek shisth out (noreformal), track sb/sth
down

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

chase shisth 'off = ciask sB/STH AWAY/OFF/

OUr, ETC.

chase sb/sth 'out = CHaSE SB/STH AWAY/OFF/

OUT, ETC.

.chase 'round (BrE) = cl1ASE AROUND
«chase sbrsth 'up (informal) 1 to contact sb and

remind them to do sth they have said they would
do or that they ought to do: I'll chase him up and
find out what’s going on. & It is his job to chase up
clients with outstanding debts. o Could you chase
up those late replies (= remind pecple to reply). 2
to try to find sb/sth that you need; to try to get
more information about sbisth: We 're chasing up
(o other people who wereat the party. o I'fl chase
up references to the battle in the library.

@ v+nipron+adv e v+ady +n

chat jtf=t/ (1t

.chat sb 'up (informal) 4 (BrE) to talk in a

friendly way to sb because you are sexually
attracted to them: Who was that girl you were
chatting up last night? 2 (especially AmkE) to talk
to sb in a friendly way because you want them to
do sth for you or to give you sth: You’ll have to
chat the boss up if you want some days off

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

» ‘chat-up 2 (BrE. informal) an attempt to talk in
afriendly way to sh vou are sexually attracted to:
He was trying some old chat-up lines.

cheat ;i

'‘cheat sb of sth (a/so cheat sb 'out of sth) to
prevent sb from having sth. cspecially in an
unfair or dishonest way: He had cheated the tax-
man of £60 000. ¢ He was cheated out of his right-
Julinheritance.
@ v+nlpron +prep « v+ nipron +adv + prep

'cheat on sb to be unfaithful to your husband,
wife or partner by secretly having sex with sb
else: He was the last to know that she had been
cheating on him.
wife, partner, etc.
® v+prep

‘cheat on sth to fail to do sth you have agreed or
promised to do: The government have cheated on
their commitment not to raise taxes.
agr + Free &
©® v+prep

.cheat sb 'out of sth =cHeaT sB OF STH




checkin

check jtfek/

.check 'in 1 (at sth) to go to an official desk at a
hotel, an airport, etc. and tell sb that you have
arvived: After checking in, we went out for a meal.
< You must check in at desk 25 an hour before fake-
off 3 see also CHECK INTO STH 1 2 {with sb) (espe-
clally AmE)to contact sb to let them know where
¥ou are or what you are doing: I have to check in
with my boss every three hours. report in
(to sb/sth)

& v+adv

» ‘check-tn 711 (U] the act of telling an official at
an airport that you have arrived, showing them
vour ticket, cte: the check-in desk 2 [C] [U] the
place at an airport where you go to say you have
arrived, show your ticket, etc: There were long
queues at the check-in.

.check sb 'In to take sb’s name when they arrive
at a hotel or an airport, look at their ticket, ete:
Write all the names of the guests in this book as
they are checked in. < All the passengers hate
been checked in.
guests, passengers
@ v+nipron+adv » v+adv+n

,check sth 'In to leave or accept bags, cases, etc.
tobe put on aplanc or atrain: When we arrived at
the airport we checked our bags in straight away.
B8] luggage. bags
@ v+nlpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

check 'into sth 1 to arrive at a hotel, private
hospital, etc. to begin vour stay there: I arrived
in Hoston and checked into my hotel. o She’s
checked into a private clinic for drug rehabilita-
tion, @8] hotel, motel, clinlc E7® book into sth
T#F) check out of sth > see also CHECK IN 1 210
try to find out more about sth or discover the true
facts about sth: The police are checking into the
causeof the crash. look into sth

@ v+oprep

,check sth 'off 1 to put a mark beside items on a
list to show that they are correct, present or bave
been dealt with: I've checked off all the furniture
on the list. o He checked everyone’s name off’ as
they arrived. tick sth off 2 (especially

AmkE) to put a mark in a box on a document to
give an answer to a question, choose sb/sth, ete:
Some voters wrote in names instead of checking
off the candidates listed. Check sth is usu-
ally used with this meaning.
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron +ady

'‘check on sb/sth 1 to make sure that sb is safe,
happy. etc. or that sth is progressing as it should
be: I'll just check on dinner: ¢ The doctor visited
every day to check on my progress. progress,
children, patient 2 to find out if sth is true or
correct, especially sth that sb has said about
themselves: Do you always check on future
employees? o Will you check on his address? - see
also CHECK U

Check on shysth can be used in the pas-
sive: The children were put to bed and then not
checked on again. « Check sth can also be used
with these meanings.
@ v+prep

.check 'out (especially AmE) if facts, etc. check
out, they can be shown to be correct or true: His
story doesn’t check out. story, referance
@ v+ady

check 'out; check 'out of sth 1 (AmE, infor-
mal, becoming old-fashioned) to leave a place or
finish an activity: The climb was too difficult so I
checked out early. © He can’t just check out on us
like that! ¢ Let's check out of here. 2 to leave a
hotel, a hospital, etc. where you have been stay-
ing: She checked out this morning. ¢ Hedecided to
check out of the hospital and go home. hotet,
motel, hospital I5FF check in; check into sth
@ v+ady + v+adv +prep
» 'checkout n (AmkE) [U] the act or time of leav-
ing a hotel at the end of your stay: Checkout is 10
a.m. & checkout time
2 see als0o CHECKOUT at CHECK OUT, CHECK SB OUT

check 'out; check sb 'out (AmE) if you

check out in a shop/store, or sb checks you out,
you find out how much you have to pay and give
sb the money: You can check out at aisle eight. o
The girl who checked me out looked at me
strangely.

@ v+adv e v+n/pron+adv

» ‘checkout n the place where you pay for the
goods you are buying in a supermarket: There
were huge queues at the checkout. o a supermar-
ket checkout

- 52¢ @S0 CHECKOUT at CHECK OUT, CHECK OUT
OF STH

,check sbssth 'out 1 (especially Ami) to find out

if sthis true or correct or if sb is honest, truthful,
reliable, ete: Check him out before yougive him the
Job. & Police have checked out his story. o We need
o check out whether the company is reliable. {81)
story, claim, company 2 (informal, especiaily
AmE) to ook at sbisth because they/it seem inter-
esting or attractive: Check out our new fashion
range! & It's worth checking out that new restaur-
unt, & Check out that gorgeous guy over there!

@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

check sth 'out (AmE) to borrow sth such as a

book or a video from a library: I checked out three
books from the library.

book, video

@ v+o/pron+ady e v+adv+n

.check sbisth 'over to examine a person or an

animal to make sure that they are healthy; to
examine a machine, etc. to make sure it is work-
ing correctly: The doctor would like to check you
over. o I got the car checked over before the trip.
3% look sbisth over; examine sb/sth (rmore
JSormal)

@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n
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chip away at

.check sth 'over (also ,check 'through sth) to

examine sth written or printed carefully to make

sure that it is correct: 've got to check over my

work for spelling before I hand it in. © You should

get someone to check the letter over for you.

@ v+adv+n e vEpron+adv e v+n+adv (lessfre
quent) » v+prep

,check ‘through sth (also check it, them, etc.

‘through less frequent) = CHECK STH OVER Check
through vour notes carefully. ¢ There were 23 files
to look at, and Tim spent half his day checking
through them all.

A noun must always follow through. A
pronoun can come between the verb and through
or after through.

@ v+prep o v+pron +adv (less frequent)

«check 'up (especially BrE) 1 (on sb)to make sure

that sb is doing what they should be doing, or
that what they have said about themselves is
true: They always check up on prospective
employees. o I won't have you checking up on me
like that! o I'd better check up to see the kids are
OK. 2 (on sth) to find out if sth is true or correct;
to find out what is happening: I think the train’s
at ten o'clock, but I'll phone the station to check up.
< Twent to the Library to check up on a few things.
Check and check sth can also be used with
these meanings.

- see (150 CHECK ON SB/STH

@ v+adv

» ‘check-up n an examination by your doctor to
see how healthy you are: to go for a check-up o a
routine check-up

cheer jtnu); AmEt i}

.cheer sb 'on to encourage sb, especially sbina
race or competition, by shouting: The crowd
cheered the runners on,

& v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

cheer 'up; cheer sh/iyourself 'up to become,
or to make sbivourself, happier or more cheerful:
She seems to have cheered up since Saturday. ©
Cheer up! o Nothing could cheer him up. o She
bought some chocolates to cheer herself up.
brighten up: liven up, liven sb/sth up
® v+adv e vinipron+adv e v+adv+n

.cheer sth 'up to make a room, etc. brighter and
more cheerful: Flowers elways cheer up a room.
room brighten sth up; liven sth up
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv

chew tju;

‘chew on sth 1 (uiso ‘chew at sth) to bite sth con-
tinuously, especially because you are nervous or
to test your teeth: He chewed on his bottam lip as
ke considered the question. 2 (informal) :. CHEW
STH OVER Why don’t we chew on it for a while?

@ v+prep

.chew sb 'out (AmE. informal) to tell sb angrily

that they have done sth wrong: He gof chewed out
by his teacher for being late.

tell sb off (for sthifor doing sth); repri-
mand sb (formal)

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

chew sth 'over (afso ‘chew on sth) (both infor-

mal) to think about or discuss sth carefully and
in detail: He spent the weekend chewing over the
problem.

problem. idea

@ vradv+n e vinfpron +adv

,chew sth 'up 1 to bite sth until it is completely

soft or destroyed: The baby chewed the cookie up
and swallowed it. 2 (informal) if a machine
chews sth up, it damages or destroys it: The cas-
sette player's chewed the tape up again.

@ v+n/prontadv ¢ vradv+n

chicken /tfikm/

chicken ‘out; chicken 'out of sth:

chicken 'out of doing sth (informal) to
decide not to do sth because you are afraid: If 7
don't fight him, everyone will say that I chickened
out. & She chickened out of telling him the truth.
bottle out, bottle out of sth, bottle out of
doing sth

€& v+adv e v+adv+prep

chill iy

.chill 'out (informal) to relax completely and not

get upset or excited about anything: Chill out!
We'll get there on time! o I spent most of the
weekend chilling out at my friend’s house.

G v+adv

» ‘chill-out adj [only before noun] that helps you
torelax or makes vou feel relaxed: chill-out music
& a chill-out room (= & place at a club, etc. where
you can rejax when you do not want to dance)

chime /tjamy

«chime 'in (with sth) (informal)tojoin in a conver-
sation suddenly or interrupt sb: Absolutely!’ she
chimed in eagerly. ¢ He kept chiming in with his
own opinions.
® v+adv « v+adv+speech

.chime 'in with sth; 'chime with sth (formal)
to agree with sth: to be similar to sth: His policies
chimed in with the national mood at the time.
it in with sth
These phrasal verbs are usually used in
written English.

@® v+adv+prep « v+prep

chip 5w/ ¢pp)

chip a'way at sth (used especially in the pro-
gressive tenses) to make sth smaller or weaker by
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was chipping away at the rocks, looking for fos-
sils. o (figurative) The government seems to be
chipping away at people's rights.
@ v+adv+prep

.chip sth a'way/off, chip sth 'off sth to
remove sth by continuously breaking off small
pieces: She used a hammer to chip away the stone.
& I chipped the rust ofF the box with a knife.
@ v+adv+n e venlpron+adv s v+ nipron + prep

,chip 'in (with sth) (informal) 1 to join in or inter-
rupt a conversation; to add sth to a conversation:
Feel free to chip in if I'veforgotten in mention any-
thing. o She chipped in with some interesting
remarks. 2 (also chip ‘in sth) to give some money
s0 that a group of people can buy sth together:
Has everyone chipped in for the present? ¢ The
company has chipped in with ¢ $200 donation. o
Let’s all chip in five dollars. B¥% club together
(to do sth)
@ v+adv2alsov+adv+n

chip sth 'off; chip sth 'off sth =cine sta Away/
OFF, CHIP STH OFF STH

chip 'off;, chip 'off sth if paint or a surface
chips off, it comes off in small pieces: The var-
nish is chipping off o Most of the paint had
chipped off the gate.
@ v+adv e v+prep

chivvy /tfivi/ (chivvies, chivvying, chivvied,
chivvied)

.chivvy sb a'long (BrE, informal) to try to make
sb move faster or do sth more quickly: The
teacher chivvied the children along,
hurry sh/sth along
@ v+nfpron+adv e viadv+n

choke [tfouk; AmE tfouk/

.choke sth 'back to try to stop yourself from
showing a strong emotion, or saying sth that
might upset sh: He choked back his tears. o A pro-
test rose o her lips, but she choked it back.
tears, sob(s)

Choke sth back is not used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n e v+a/pron +adv

.choke sth 'off 1 to prevent or stop sth: High
interest rates have choked off investment. B8
demand, investment 2 to stop or interrupt sth:
His words were choked off by the sudden screams.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

,choke 'up; choke sb ‘up to become, or to
make sb, so upset that yowthey are unable to
speak: That song really chokes me up. o He gets
choked up just remembering the day she left.
Choke sb up is usually used in the passive
with be or get,

@ v+adv « v+nipron+adv

chop jtiop; AmEtfap) ¢pp)

'chop at sth: chop a'way at sth to aim hlows
at sth with a sharp heavy tool: They chopped at
the undergrowth with their machetes.

@ v+prep « v+adv+prep

,chop sth ‘down to make sth such as a trec fall
down by cutting it at the base with a sharp tool:
They're chopping down thousands of trees every
year
tree Y% cut sth down
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

.chop sth 'off; chop sth 'off sth to removesth
by cutting it with a sharp heavy tool: The king
had his head chopped of). o She chopped a branch
off the tree.
cut sth off, cut sth off sth
® v+njpron+ady « v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep

.chop sth 'up to cut sth into small pieces with a
knife or a sharp tool: Shall we chop these logs up
Jor firewood? o [ shall have to chop her food up
very small for her. o Chop up the onion into small
Dpieces.
cut sth up
-» $¢¢ 1[50 HACK §TH UP
@ vnipron+ady ¢ v+adv+n

chow /tjau;

.chow ‘down (on sth) (AmE, informal) to eat a lot
of food: We chowed down on fried chicken and
saiad.
® v+advy

chuck jtjak/

i Chuck is an informal way of saying
throw.

.chuck sth a'way (BrE, informal) 1 to not make
good use of sth; to waste sth: She’s chucking all
her money away on presents for him. o It’s too
good an opportunity to chuck away 2 (also
,chuck sth ‘out) to throw sth away because you
nolonger want or need it: We chucked the old sofa
away. © Don’t chuck yesterday’s paper out. [ stilf
haven’t done the crossword.
YD throw sth away
© v+nipron+adv + v+ady+n
huck it down (uiso ‘chuck down, 'chuck
down sth less frequent) (BrE, informal) to rain
very heavily: It was chucking it down outside.
pour down {BrE)
I Chuck it down and chuck down are
always used with the subject 4.
@ v+it+ady e viady e+ viadv+n
chuck sth ‘in (BrE, informal) 1o include sth
extra with what you are selling or offering with-
out increasing the price: If vou buy the freezer
and the fridge we'll chuck in a toaster.
throw sth in
® v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

[+
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clean out

chuck sth ‘infup (Brk, informal) to decide to
stop doing sth such as a job or a course of study:
What made you decide to chuck inyour course? o I
Jeel like chucking it all in and going back to
Africa.
Job, course jack sth In (BrE), pack
sth in (BrE), give sth up
Chuck sth injup cannot be used in the
passive.
@ v+adv+n » v+nfpron+ady

chuck sb 'out; chuck sb 'out of sth (infor-
mal) to force sh to leave a place, a job, etc: Her
parents chucked her out when she gof pregnant.
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth; turn sb
out (from sth), turn sb out of sth
@ v+nlpron+adv e viadv+n e

v+ n/pron + adv + prep

.chuck sth ‘out (spoken, informal) 1 to reject a
plan, a proposal, etc: The comumittee chucked my
proposalout. 2 - CIUCK STH AWAY 2
throw sth out
@ v+nfpron+adv e v+adv+n

.chuck sth'up (BrE) CHUCK STH INfUP

chug jtfag/ a8

.chug a'long (informal) to make steady but slow
progress: ‘Hi! How are things? ‘Oh, fine, just
chugging along.’
@ v+adv

churn iifzn; AmEtfsam/

«churn sth 'out (informal) to produce sth quickly
in large amounts: She churns out trashy roman-
tic novels. o They churn outl 3 000 identical toy
trains every day
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

.churn sb 'up (informal) to make sb feel very
upset, worried, frightencd or angry: When I
drove queay from the house for the last time, I was
churned up inside.

@ v+nipron+adyv « v+adv+n

.churn sth 'up to move sth such as mud or water
around and damage or disturb the surface: Cars
and motorbikes had churned up the field. ¢ seas
churned up by the storm ¢ (figurative) His visit
churned up bitter memnories.
earth/ground, mud, water
@ v+adv+n « v+njpron +adv

claim /wemy

claim sth 'back to ask for sth to be returned to
you: Claim your expenses back from the company.
tax, money
@ vanipron+adv e v+adv+n

clam /x=m/ (-mm-)

clam 'up (on sb) (informai) to refuse to speak
about sth because you are afraid, or want to keep
it secret; He alivays clams up when we ask about
his family.
& v+adv

clamp jkiemp/

clamp ‘down: clamp 'down on shssth
(informal) to become strict about sth in order to
prevent sth happening, especially a crime, a pro-
test, etc: The government intends to clamp down
ondrug smuggling.
crack down, crack down on sb/sth
& v+adv « v+adv+prep
» 'clampdown (on sb/sth) n sudden action that is
tuken by a government or other authority to stop
acrime, a protest, ete.

' clamp 'on sth; clamp sth 'on sbisth (espe-
cially AmkE) to force sb to accept sth unpleasant:
The army clamped on a curfew after the riots. o
The army clamped a curfew: on the refugee camps.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv(rare) «

v+ nipron + prep

claw jklo:/

‘claw at sb/sth to try tocatch sb/sth or seratch or
tear sbfsth with sharp, curved nails (claws) or
with your fingernails: The cat was clawing at the
doer: ¢ She tried to claw at his face.
© v+prep

«claw sth 'back (especially Br£) 1 to work hard
to get sth back that you have lost: They're trying
to claw back their share of the market, 2 if a gov-
ernment claws back money it has paid fo
people, it gets it back, usually by taxing them:
The government are clawing back age allowances
intax.

@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

» ‘clawback n (BrF, business) the act of a gov-
ernment getting back in tax the money it has
paid to people; the money that is paid back

clean ki,

clean sth 'down (BrE) to clean sth thoroughly
by wiping or brushing it: Clean down ail the
walls before repainting them.
@ v+adv+n e vin/pron+adv

clean sth 'off; clean sth 'off sth to remove
sth from the surface of sth by brushing, wiping.
ete: She couldn't be bothered to clean her make-up
off © How can I clean red wine off the carpet?
@ v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n e v+nipron +prep

clean sbysth 'out: clean sb/sth ‘out of sth
(informal) to use up or take all sb's money; to
take or buy the whole supply of sth that sh has:
Buying drinks for everyone cleaned me out. o It’s
been a great year for sales. We're completely




clean out
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cleaned out (= we've sold all our supply). ¢ The
stall was cleaned out of newspapers by 8.00a.m. o
Burglars had cleaned the place out (= had stolen
everything).
@ vtnfpron+adv e v+ n/pron + adv + prep
.clean sth 'out to clean the inside of sth thor-
oughly: We clean the stables out every day.
& v+nipron+ady  v+adv+n
» ‘clean-out 2 [usually sing.] (especially BrE) an
occasion when you clean a room, house, cup-
board, etc. thoroughly; the activity of cleaning a
room, house, cupboard, etc. thoroughly
clean ‘up (informal) to be very successful; to win
alot of money or prizes: The movie cleaned up at
the qwards ceremony,
O v+ady
clean ‘up; clean yourself 'up to wash your-
self or make yourself clean: I'll just clean up
before dinner: ¢ They cleaned themselves up and
put on their best clothes. o It's time you got
cleaned up and ready for the evening.
@ v+adv e v+pron+adv
clean 'up; clean sth 'up to remove dirt, ete.
from a place and make it clean: I've got to clean
up before my parents get home. o Who's going to
clean the place up after you? o How often is the
trash and litter cleaned up?
B8] mess, house, environment
@S v+adv e viadv+n « v+nipron+ady
» ‘clean-up n [usually sing.] the act of removing
dirt, etc. from a place to clean it
-» 50 afS0 CLEAN-UP at CLEAN STH UP
«clean sb 'uptoclean sh thoroughly: Dad cleaned
me up after I fell over in the mud.
@ v+nipron+adv « veadv+n

clean sth up to remove criminals. erime or
immoral behaviour from a place or an organiza-
tion: The mayor is determined to clean up the city
andmake ita safer place to live. ¢ The company is
trving to clean up its image.
city, image
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron + adv
[T clean up your ‘'act to start behaving in a
responsible way
» ‘clean-up n [usually sing.) the act of removing
crime or immoral behaviour from a place or an
organization
-> see also CLEAN-UP at CLEAN UP, CLEAN STH UP

clear xiwo@); AmExiny

.clear a'way; clear sth a'way (especiaily BrE)
to remove things that you have been using and
no longer need in order to leave a clear space: I'l]
help you to clear away after tea. ¢ to clear away
thedishes o Can you clear your books away?

@ v+adv e vin/pron+adv « v+adv+n

.clear sb a'way (AmFE) to make sh leave a place:
The police cleared the demonstrators away.
© v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

[clear ‘off (informal, especially BrE) to go or run
away: You've no right to be here. Clear off! & He
cleared off as soon as he heard the police car o I
asked if Icould play with them, but they told me to
clear off home.
@ v+adv

«clear ‘out; clear 'out of sth (informai to
leave a place quickly: Would it be better for you ir
I just cleared out and went back to London? o I
told him to clear out of the house by Monday:
get out, get out of sth
© v+adv e v+adv+prep

clear sth 'out to make sth empty and clean by
removing what you do not want: I cleared out all
the cupboards.
%) tidy sth out (BrE)
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv
» ‘clear-out » [usually sing.] (informal, espe-
cially BrEy the act of throwing away all the
things you no longer want or need or of getting
rid of people you no longer want: a clear-out of
staff to reduce the wages bill

.clear 'up if the weather clears up, it becomes
brighter and rain, etc. moves away: For a week, it
rained all day and cleared up in the evening.
574 hrighten up
@ v+adv

clear 'up; clear sth 'up 1 to make sth clean
and neat: ll help you clear up. o Clear up the
mess in here before you go. mess JEYD tidy
up, tidy sth up (especially BrE) 2 if an illness,
infection, etc. clears up or sth clears it up, it
disappears: The rash cleared up very quickly. o
The antibiotics should clear up the infection. 683
rash, infection
@ v+adv « vinipron+adv « v+adv+n

.clear sth "up to solve a problem: to find an
explanation for sth: to clear up a mystery o I'm
glad we've cleared that misunderstanding up.
confusion, matter, problem, mystery
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron +adv

climb /klamm/

.climb ‘down (over sth) (informal) to admit that
you are wrong or have made a mistake; to change
your position in an argument: The president was
Jorced to climb down and issue an apology.
back down (on/from sth); give in (to sb/sth)
® v+adv
» ‘climbdown (over sth) n an act of admitting
that you are wrong or have made a mistake; an
act of changing your position in an argument
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cling {Klmy/ (clung, clung 'klan/)

‘cling to sth: cling 'on to sth (o be unwilling to
stop doing, believing or thinking about sth; to be
unwilling to get rid of sth: I still cling to the hope
that he’s alive. ¢ She’sclinging on to the past.

G54 past, power, tradition
@ v+prep « v+adv+prep

clock /kivk: AmEklak/

clock 'in/on; clock sb 'in/on (BrE&) to record
the time that you arrive at work, especially by
putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb or
check the time they arrive at work: We arrived
and clocked on for the night shift.
punch in, punch sb in (AmE)
clock offlout
@ v+adv e ven/pron+adv

clock 'in at sth to last or take a particular
amount of time; to cost a particular amount of
money: The fastest runner clocked in at 3 minutes
40 seconds.
® v+adv+prep

clock 'offrout; ‘clock sb 'off/'out (BrE) to
record the time that you leave work, especially
by putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb:
Don't forget to clock off when you leave.
punch out, punch sb out (AmE)
clock infon, clock sb infon
© v+adv ¢ v+nipron+ady

clock 'on; clock sb 'on (BrE) = cLock 1N/oN,
CLOCK SB IN/ON

,clock 'out; clock sb 'out(Brk) = cLOCK OFF/
OUT, CLOCK $B OFF/OUT

«clock sth ‘up (informal) to win or achieve a par-
ticuwlar number or amount: We've clocked up 500
miles (= we've travelled 500 miles) today. ¢ The
company has clocked up record exports this year.
miles, years 3% notch sth up
& v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv (rare)

clog fklng: AmE Klag/ (-gg-)

clog 'up (with sth), clog sth 'up (with sth) to
become, or to make sth, blocked so that nothing
can move: The pipe had clogged up (with mud). ©
The roads were clogged up with traffic.
roads, pipes EY®) block up, block sth up
Clog and clog sth are used with a similar
meaning.
® v+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

close xlauz; AmE klovz/

close a'round sb/sth (BrE also close
a'bout/round sb/sth) to surround sb/sth, hold-
ing themyit tightly: His fingers closed around her
wrist. o (figurative) The darkness of the night
was closing about him.
© v+prep

close 'down (Brk) if a radio or television sia-
tion closes down, it stops broadcasting pro-
gramines at the end of the day
& v+adv
» 'close~down n [sing.] the end of broadcasting
on television and radio until the next day
- 5¢¢ l30 CLOSE-DOWN al CLOSE DOWN, CLOSE
STH DOWN

close 'down; close sth 'down if a shop/
store, business, etc. closes down, or sb closes it
down. if stops operating as a business, usually
permanently: Many businesses have closed down
because of the recession. & The government has
closed down most of the mines. o The hospital
closed down last year:
0 shut down, shut sth down
open up, open sth up
[T=H3 Close and close sth are also used with this
meaning: The factory was closed last year.
& v+adv e v+adv+n ¢ v+nipron +adv
» ‘close-down n [UJ] [sing.] the stopping of work,
especially permanently. in an office, factory, etc.
- see al50 CLOSE-DOWN at CLOSE DOWR

close 'In 1 (on sb/sth) to come nearer to and sur-
round sbisth in a frightening way o1 in order to
attack them: The enemy is closing in. ¢ The fog
was closing in on us. 2 (especially BrE) when the
days close in, they gradually become shorter:
The daysinights are closing in now that
autumnifall is here. o The evenings are closing in
Sfust. BY® draw in (BrE)
@ v+adv

close sth ‘off (to sh/sth) to put sth across the
entrance to a road, a room, etc. so that people
cannot go in: Police have closed the area off to
traffic. o (igurative) We don’t want to close off
any options.
@ v+nfpron+adv « v+adv+n

‘close on sbrssth (Brk) to make the distance
between you and shisth else smaller, for example
in a race: I was slowly closing on the runner
ahead of me.
& v+prep

'‘close on/over sth to surround sth, covering it
or holding it tightly: His fingers closed over the
money.
© v+prep

close ‘out (AmkE) if a shop/store closes out it
sells everything very cheaply before it stops
operating as a business: The store is closing out
on Monday with discounts of up to 75%.
& v+adv
» 'closeout n (AmE) an occasion when a
shop/store sells all remaining goods very
cheaply before it stops operating: a closeout sale
In British English, this is called a closing-
down sale.
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.close sth 'out 1 to prevent light, sound, etc.
from entering a place: We need a curtain up there
to close out the light. @4 light, nolse Y% shut
sbisth out 2 (4mk, informal) to bring sth to an
end: The vote closed out the three-day debate. 3
(AmE) if you close out a bank account, you stop
keeping money in it: I'd like to close out my sav-
ings accoundt. €&l only account [EE Close sth
is also uscd with this meaning,

@ v+advin e vinfpron +ady
[close 'over sth = CL.OSE ON/OVER STH

close 'round sh/sth (BrE) - cLOSE ARGUND
SB/STH

close 'up 1 to close completely: His eye had swol-
len and closed up. ¢ The cut took a long time to
close up (= to heal). I8 open up 2 to hide your
thoughts and feelings: She closed up when I men-
tioned her father open up 3 if people or
vehicles close up, they move nearer to each
other: Traffic was heavy and cars were closing up
behind each other.
@ v+adv

close 'up; close sth ,up to shut and lock a
building completely for a period of time: You go
on home. I'll close up (= shut the shop/store). o He
closes the shop up at 5.30. & They closed the house
up and rented an apartinent in the city.
open up, open sth up
@ v+adv e ven/pron+adv « v+adv+n

cloud jklavd/

cloud 'over 1 if the sky or the weather clouds
over, clouds cover the sky and the sun disap-
pears: It’s starting to cloud over: Eugilit, the sky 2
if your face, expression, ete. clouds over, you
start to look sad, worried or angry: His face
clouded over when she walked into the reom. BUgj
face, expression, eyes
@ v+adv

clown jxiavny

clown a‘vound (Brk also clown about) to
behave in a silly way to make other people laugh
mess around (informal)
@ v+adv

club /kiab/ (-bb-)

.club to'gether (to do sth) if people club
together, they each give an amount of money so
that the total can be used for a particular pur-
pose: They clubbed together to buy their teacher a
present.
chip in (with sth)

& v+adv

clue jxiuy

,clue sb 'in(on/about sth) (AmE, informal)to give
sb reliable information about sth: Can you clue
me inon the facts of the case?

@ v+nipron + adv

» clued-in (on/about sth) adi having a lot of
information about sth

[ Clued-up is used in British English with
this meaning.

cluster kiastar);

cluster a'round sbhi/sth (BrE also cluster
a'bout/'round sh/sth) to form a group around
shisth: People clustered around the market stalls.
@ v+prep

cluster to'gether to come together in a small
group: The children clustered together in g corner
of the room.
@ vadv

clutch juiatgy

‘clutch at sthisb to try to get hold of shisth sud-
denly: She clutched at her stomach, obviously in
pain.
catch at sth/sb; grasp at sth
® v+prep
B0 clutch at 'straws to try every possible way to
escape {from a difficult situation even though
there seems to be little hope of doing so

clutter ixiato(r);

clutter sth 'up (with sth) to fill or cover sth with
lots of things so that it looks very untidy: I'm sick
of all these books cluttering up my office.
Chatter sth is used with a similar mean-
ing.
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron +adv

CO0aX /kavks, AmE kouvks/

,coax sb 'into sth; coax sb ‘into doing sth
to persuade sb to do sth by talking to them gen-
tly: Can we coax you into singing for us?

& v+nipron + prep

.coax sb ‘out of sth; coax sbh 'out of doing
sth to persuade sb not to do sth by talking to
them gently: Try fo coax him out of resigning.

@ v +nipron +adv + prep

,coax sth 'out of sb; coax sth 'from sb to
persuade sb to do sth or to give you sth by talking
gently: She coaxed a smile from the baby.

& v+n/pron+adv+prep ¢ v+n/pron + prep

cobble ;kobl; AmE kabl/

.cobble sth to'gether (informal) to put sth
together or to make sth quickly or carelessly,
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with whatever time and materials you have
avatlable: (Agurative) The government seems o
have cobbled together these proposals.

@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron +adv

cock /kok; AmEkak/

cock 'up; cock sth 'up (slang, especially BrE)

to spoil or ruin sth by doing it badly or by mak-
ing amistake: You've really cocked up thistime. ¢
The travel agency completely cocked up the
arrangements. ¢ Trust him to cock things up
again!

mess up, mess sth up; bungle sth (infor-
mal)

& v +adv « v+nipron+ady

» ‘cock-up n (slang, especially BrE) a mistake
that spoils or ruins plans or arrangements; sth
that has been spoilt because it has been badly
done: She’s made a complete cock-up of the
arrangements.

coil tkotly

coil 'up; coll sth ‘'up to wind into a series of
circles: to make sth do this: The snake coiled up
in the sunshine. o He coiled the rope up neatly.
rope, string
@ v+ady e vinipron+adv s v+adv+n

colour (Bre) (Amk coler) fkalo(r);

.colour sth 'in 10 fill a shape, an area, etc. with
colour, using pencils or pens: Why don't you col-
our the pictures in?
picture, drawing
® v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

comb fkovm: AmE kovm,

.comb sth 'out 1 to use a comb to remove knots
from your hair or to make it neat: My hair's so
long that it takes me ages (o comb it oul. hair
2 (also comb sth ‘out of sth) to remove dirt,
knots, etc. from hair or fur with a comb: She
brushed her hair and then combed out the tangles.
knots, tangles
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n2also

v +n/pron +adv + prep

COMe /kam/ (came (keim/come)

.come a'bout to happen: It's hard to understand
how the accident came about. © Can you tell us
how it came about that you decided to strike?
happen
© v+adv

.come a'cross (also come 'over) 1 (also come
‘through) [+adv/prep](of an idea, an opinionora
feeling) to be expressed clearly and understood
easily: Do you think the film’s message comes

come after
~ about 57 ~ into
~ Across ~ of
~ after - off
54 =~ along ~on
~ apart ~ anjupon
~ around 58 -~ onto
~ at ~ out, out of
~ away ~ outat
~ away from ~ outin
~ away with ~ gut with
~ back -~ over
~ back to ~ gver to
~ before 59 ~ past
~ between ~ round
55 ~ by ~ through
~ down ~ to
~ downon ~ logether
~ down to ~ under
~ down with 60 -~ up
~ for ~ up against
56 ~ forth = up for
~ forward ~ upon
~ from ~upto
~in ~ up with
~ infor ~ upon
~ in with 61 =~ with

across clearly? o These themes come across very
strongly in the novel. o I could tell she was fright-
ened. It came over in her veice. ¢ The feeling of
solidarity among the peaple really came through.
2(AmE also come ‘off informal) [+ adviprep] (as
sth) to make a particular impression on people:
She comes across well in interviews. o At the press
conference, he came over as covl and confident.

& v+adv

.come a'cross (with sth) (informal) to provide or

supply sth that sb asks for, especially moncey:
They eventually came across with another $250000.
& We still hope the company will come aoross for us.
® v+adv

.come a'cross; come a'cross sthtocrossa

room, a road, a river, ctc. towards the place
where the speaker is: When you've done your
homewnrk, come across to my house and we'll lis-
ten to sume music. ¢ She waved und came aeross
the room to talk to me.

@ v+adv e v+prep

.come a'cross sbysth to meet or find sbisth by

chance, without having planned or thought
about it: He’s the most unpleasant man I've ever
come across. ¢ She came across a pile of old
photographs while she was clearing the attic.
encounter sbh/sth (formal)

© v+prep

.come 'after sbi/sth to chase or follow a person

or an animal to try to catch them: The farmer
came after them, threatening to call the police.
@ v+prep
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.come a'long 1 to arrive or appear somewhere;
to start to exist, happen or be available: Jt's fucky
you came along when you did or I'd have heen
stranded at the bus stop for an hour! o When the
right opportunity comes along, he'll take it o
There are new designs coming along. BYR) turn
up 2 to go somewhere with sb: We're going to the
pub, Do you want to come along? o You'd better
come along with me to the police station. 3 = coMme
ox 4 4 come along! {especially Brk) = CoME 0N 1
© v+adv

.come a'long; come a'long sth to move for-
ward or from one end of sth to the other, towards
the speaker: I waited for ages for a bus, then three
came along together! o The lorry wuas coming
along the road at great speed.
road
@ v+adv « v+prep

.come a'part to break or fall into pieces: The tea-
pot just came apart in my hands. ¢ (figurative)
After the first act, the play begins to come apart
at the seams (= have alot of problems).

Y fall apart
@ v+adv

.come a'round (especially Am£) = COME ROUND

come around;, come a'round sth (espe
cially AmE)y = COME ROUND, COME ROUNIX STH

.come a‘round sth (BrEalso come 'round sth)
to mave or travel around a corner: The bus came
round the bend too fast.
only corner, bend
@ v+prep

'‘come at sb to move towards sb as if you are
going to attack them: She came at me with a knife.
o (figurative) The questions came at me so fast
that I'didn't have time to think about them.
© v+prep

‘come at sth to approach, think about or try to
deal with a question. problem, etc. in a particu-
lar way: We're getting nowhere. Let’s try coming
at the problem from a different angle.
probfem
& v+prep

come a'way: come a'way from sth 1 to
leave a place or a person: Come auway now.
There’s nothing lo see. - Jane came away from the
meeting feeling angry and upset. 2 to become sep-
arated from sth: He pulled at the door handle
until it came away in his hands. o The plaster
had started to come away from the wall.

@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

come a'way with sth to leave a place with a
particular feeling, impression or resuit: She
came away from the championship with three
medals, o We came qway with the impression thot
something was wrong.

@ v+adv+prep

.come 'back 1 to return to the place where the
speaker is: Come back here at once! o Did she say
when she was coming back? o Why don't you come
back to my place for o coffee? ¢ They came back
Sfrom the trip reluxed and happy. o She went into
the kitchen and came back with two glasses of
milk, & We'll come back for the car tomorrow. ¢
(figurative) Liverpoo! came back from being 2-0
down to win the game. return (rnore formul)
2 to begin to exist or happen again: My headache
has come back again. o Her confidence is starting
to come back slowly. return joFF) go away
3 to return to school or work after a break: 2o
you know when Bill is coming back to work? 4 to
become popular, successful or fashionable
again: Punk hairstyles are coming back into
Sashion. ¢ Punk hairstyles are coming back in.
& Do you think trams will come back? 5 (of a mes-
sage or a reply) to be given in answer to a mes-
sage, letter, etc. that you have sent or a question
that you have asked: I sent her an email and a
message came back that she was away, 6 (to sb) to
return to your memory, often suddenly: Ji's all
coming back to me now. T (at sb) (with sth) to
reply to sb quickly, strongly or angrily: She came
back at the speaker with some questions. < He
came back straightaway, telling me what he
thought of me.

@ v+adv
» ‘'comeback n 1 [usually sing] if a person
makes a comebaek they return to performing
or to public life after a Jong time, or they become
popular again: The band's trying to makelstage a
comeback. 2 if something makes a comeback it
becomes popular or fashionable again: Carteons
seem to be making a comeback. 3 a way of getting
payment or a reward for sth unfair or wrong that
has been done to you: Will I have no comeback if
the contract falls through? 4 a quick reply that is
often angry, insulting, clever or humorous: For
once in her life, she had no sharp comeback.
come 'back to sth to return to a particular
subject, an idea, etc. and start to talk about it or
think about it: I'll come back to that point in a
moment. ¢ It always seems to come back to the
question of money.
VR return to sth (moreformal)
& v+adv+prep

.come be'fore shy/sth (formaly(of alegal case, a
proposal or an issue) to be presented to sb/sth so
that they can discuss it or make a decision or a
judgement about it: The case comes before the
court next week. o The bill came before parlia-
ment last month.
the court(s), committee, judge, parlia-
ment
@ v+prep

come be'tween sb and sh; come be'tween
sh and sth to harm or disturb a relationghip
between two people; to prevent sb from doing,

come for

enjoying or having sth: Nobody will ever come
belween them. o I don't want to come between her
and her work.,
® v+prep
,come 'by; come ‘hy sth 1 to pass sbisth with-
out stopping: Some kids on bikes came by, but they
didn't notice me. 2 (especielly AmE) to come to
visit sb for a short time in a casual or informal
way: Thanks for coming by yesterday ¢ Come by
on your way home from work. & If yowcome by the
office tomorrow, I'll have it ready for you, T8¥E
drop by. stop by, stop by sth
@ v+adv « v+prep
'‘'come by sth to manage to get sth; to receive sth
by chance: Jobs are hard to come by these days. ¢
Information about the company was not easy (o
come by, o How did you come by that cut on your
hand?
ZEYE> get sth; obtain sth (more formal)
Come by sth can be used in the pasgsive, but
this is not common: Old postcards are fairly eas-
ily come by.
® v+prep
,come ‘down 1 (from...) (to...) to travel from one
place to another, especially from the north of a
country to the south: When are you going to conie
down and see us? 2 if a price, a level or an
amount comes down, it becomes lower or less
than before: Oil is coming down in price. ¢ Infla-
tion has come down twice in the last month. Y8R
decrease (more formal), drop: tall go up
You can also use ¢ome back up with the
opposite meaning if a price, etc. is increasing
towards what it had been before: Oil prices are
coming back up (= they have been high in the
past, then they fell, but now they are rising
again). 3 to break and fall to the ground: Part of
the ceiling had come down, B coilapse 4 (of a
plane, ete.) to fall from the sky; to be brought
down to the ground: The pilot was forced to come
down in a field. 5 (of rain, snow, ete.) to fall: The
rain was coming down harder now. only the
rain, the snow falt 6 [+ adv/prep] to decide
that you support or oppose sh/sth and say so pub-
licty: I knew my parents wowld come down on my
sister's side. & The committee came down against
the proposal. < Voters came down firmly in
Javour of reform. T when the curtain in a theatre
comes down, it is the end of the performance:
When the curtain came down, we ali rushed for the
exits. g0 up 8 [+adv/prap] to reach down to
a particular point: My mother’s hair comes down
fo her waist. B (informai) to stop having the
pleasant feelings and excitement that sth such as
an enjoyahle experience or a drug produces: The
party was so good I haven’t really come down yet.
10 (from sth) (to sth) (of a person selling sth) to
suggest or agree to a lower price: I wasn’t pre-
pared to pay £1500, but they eventually camedown
lo £1350. ¢ Can you come down another $30?

11 (from sth) (BrE, formal) to leave a university
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) after finishing
your studies: When did you come down (from
Oxford)? I5FD come up (to sth)
® v+adv10alsov+adv+n
Bl come (back) down to 'sarth (with a
‘bang/'bump) to return to the reality of everyday
life after a period of great excitement or a time
when you have been living in a way that is not
very practical: He came (back) down to earth with
a bang when he discovered that all his money had
run out.
» 'comedown 1 [usually sing.] (informaly a situ-
ation which is not as good, important or interest-
ing as one you have experienced previously: It’s
a bit of a comedown after her previous job.

.come 'down; come 'down sth to move from
a higher place or position to a lower ane, or from
a distant place towards the speaker: Come down
JSfrom that tree! o The car was coming down the
road {owards us. o Jack came down the stairs two
at a time,
JGFP) come up, coma up sth
D v+adv e vprep

,come 'down on sb (informal) to punish sh or
criticize sb severely: The courts are coming dotwn
heavily on drug dealers. & Don't come down too
hard on him — he’s young.
Come down on sb is always used with an
adverb such as hard and/or a phrase with a simi-
lar meaning: If it happens wgain, we'll come
down on you 30 hard that you'll wish you'd never
heer horn. o He came down on me like a ton of
bricks.
@ v+adv+prep

.come 'down to sb (from sb/sth) to be passed to
sh from sb who lived in the past: 7he estate came
down to her from her grandfather.
[558J) story, name. tradition
® v+adv+prep

.come 'down to sth to be able to be explained as
one simple, important question or point: It all
comes down to a matter of priorities intheend, o
When it comes down to it (= the most important
fact is), we can’t afford to go. o What it comes
down to is a choice between money or happiness.
& v+adv+prep

.come 'down with sth to get an illness, often
not a very serious one: [ came down with a bad
cold. © Ithink I'm coming down with something.
B8 flu, a cold 50 go down with sth; catch
sth; get sth
@ v +adv+prep

‘come for sh/sth 1 to come to sb’s home, or to
the place where sbysth is in order to take thenyit
somewheve: The police came for him this morn-
ing. o Have you come for the parcel? Z 1o attack
shisth: Sam came for me with his fists.
® v+prep
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,come ‘forth (literary) to appear or be produced:
He struck the rock and water came forth.
@ v+adv
» forth'coming adj 1 [only before noun) about
to happen or appear very soon: Who is in charge
of promoting the band’s forthcoming album? 2
[not before noun] ready or made available when
you need it: Unfortunately money for the project
has not been very forthcoming 3 [not before
nounj (of a person) ready to give information
when they are asked: He's not very forthcoming
about his love life,

,come ‘forward (with sth) to offer to give help,
informoation, etc: Police have asked witnesses to
come forward. o We’re hoping that a sponsor will
come forward with the extra money. o No one
came forward to claim the reward.

@ v+ady

‘come from ... (not used in the progressive tenses)
to be born in or live in a particular place: Where
do you come from? < She comes from London.
© v+prep

‘come from sth to start in a particular place or
be made from a particular thing: Most of the
wines that we sell come from France. o Does your
information come from a reliable source? o I'm
lazy? That's rich, coming from you! (= you are
lazy too) < He comes from a wealthy family. o
Where’s that terrible noise coming from? ¢ 93% of
our energy comes from fossil fuels.
® v+prep
10 where sb is 'coming from (spoken, infor-
mal) a person’s situation, attitude, ideas, etc.
that make them say what they have said: 7 know
exactly where you're coming from.

‘come from sth; ‘come from doing sth =
COME OF §TH, COME OF DOING $TH

.come ‘in 1 when the sea comes in it moves
towards the land: The tide was coming in fast.
FE go out 2 to finish a race in a particular pos-
ition: Which horse came in first? 3 to arrive; to be
received: News is coming in of a train crash in
Scotland. o We've got more work coming in than
we can handle. o I met all the trains that came in
Sfrom London. o We've got just enough money
coming in each month to pay the bills. 4 to become
available: English strawberries usually come in
inJune. ¢ New jobs are coming in all the time. B if
a law or a rule comes in, it is introduced and
begins to take effect: New legislation coming in
next month will tackle low pay. 6 to take partina
discussiun, sometimes by interrupting sh: /'d
like to come in here. o I wish he wouldn’t keep
coming in with his stupid suggestions. T to come
to your home, office, etc. in order to repair sth, or
do some work: A plumber’s coming in to look at

the boiler. 3 sve also COME IN, COME 1N $TH, COME
INTO $TH; COME EX, COME INTO §TH; COME INTO ST
@ v+adv

EIT .come in 'handy/useful 10 be useful: These
boxes will come in handy when we move house.

» ‘Income n money that you receive regularly,
especially as payment for work

» ‘incoming adj [only before nounj 1 travelling
towards a place and arriving there: incoming
fightsipassengers 2 (of the sca) coming towards
the land 3 {of a phone call, letter or message)
that has been sent to you or received by you: This
phone only takes incoming calls. 4 recently
appointed or elected: the incoming Socialist gou-
ernment

,come ‘in; come 'in sth; come 'into sthto
enter 4 room or a building; to pass through sth
suchas a hole, a window, ete: I knocked and heard
her say 'Come in'. © The rain’s coming in through
that hole. o I'l{ ask him to call you as soon as he
comes in (- arrives home or at work). ¢ The sun
was coming in at the windews. ¢ When you come
in the door; you'll find Reception on your left. o
She came into the room crying.
= see also COME IN; COME 15, COME INTO STH;
COME INTD $TH
©v+adv e v+prep

.come 'in; come ‘into sth 1 togo toan office or
the place where you work, in order to do some
work: Are you coming into the office tomorrous?
the office, work 2 to have a part to play in
sth; to play a useful role: I like the plan, but where
do I come in (= what is my role)? 3 to become
fashivnable; to start to be worn or used: When
did platform heels come in? o Trolleybuses first
cameinin 1923, o Punk clothes seem to be coming
into fashion again. go out 4 to go to a hos-
pital to receive treatment, tests, etc: Can you
come in for the X-rays on Friduy?
= see also COME IN: COME IN, COME IN $TH, COME
INTO STH; COME INTO $TH
@ v+adv e v+prap

come ‘in for sth to receive sth, especially sth
unpleasant: The government has come in for
severe criticism from all sides. » The company
came in for a lot of stick (= alot of criticism) with
their advertising campaign.

(severe) criticism
© v +adv +prep

,come 'in with sb (on sth), come 'in (with sb)
on sth if somebody comes in with vou. they
join you in a particular project, activity, busi-
ness, ete: Do you want to come in with me on Joe's
present? & My brother hoped I would come in with
him when he started his own business. o Do you
want to come in on the deal?
& v+adv+prep

come on

.come 'into sth 1 to begin to exist, happen, etc:
The cherry trees are coming into blossom. © The
band only came into being in 1995. ¢ When do
the new regulations come into forcefeffect? ¢
When did the Labour party come into office? o A
variety of factors come into play when choosing
an employee. 2 to receive a large sum of money
when sb dies: She unexpectedly came into a for-
tune when her cousin died. a fortune, money
3 to be important in a particular situation: 7 got
the job because I was the best. My looks didn’t
come into it. o He took the job because he liked
the work. Money didn’t come into the equation.
it, the equation
- see alsn COME IN; COME IN, COME IN STH, COME
INTO $TH] COME IN, COME INTC 5TH
& v+prep
[EIN come into 'line (with sb/sth)to behave inthe
way other people behave, or in the way you
should behave come into yourfits ‘'own to have
the opportunity to show yourfits qualities or
abilities: After two rather poor games, he finally
came into his own in the game against German
& This bike really comes into its own on rough
ground.

‘come of sth; 'come of doing sth(aiso'come
from sth, 'come from doing sth) to happen as a
result of sth: He promised to help, but I don’t
think anything will come of it. < That's what
comes of not listening to my advice! o I had the
Jfeeling of satisfaction that comesfromdoing a dif-
Sicult job well.

Come of sth is often used with a negative:
Ttold him no good would come of it.
© v+prep

.come 'off 1 to be able to be removed: Does this
knob come off ? 2 (informal) to take place; to hap-
pen: Ix¥d your trip to New York ever come off? 3
(informal) if a plan, etc. comes off, it is success-
ful or it has the result that you intend: Her
attemnpt to break the world record nearly came offf
4 [+ adv] (informal) if somebody comes off well
or badly in a fight, a contest, etc. they finish the
fight in a good or a bad condition: He always
comes off worst in fights. 5 (AmkE, informal) =
COME ACROSS 2
@ v+adv

come 'off. come 'off sth 1 to become
detached or separated from sth: The handle came
off in my hand. o A button has come off my coat.
2 to fall from sth: My glasses came off when J
tripped. o She braked sharply and came off her
bike. bicycle, horse 3 to move away from
sth large or important and go in a different direc-
tion: A narrow road comes off on the left. 4 to
leave the stage, the sports field, etc. during a play
or a game: Two playvers came off just before half
time.  to leave sth such as a vehicle or a road:
She looked tired s she came off the plane. & Cume
off (the motorway) at junction five. 6 if an

amount of money comes off a price, the price
becomes lower by that amount: Two pence a litre
is coming off the price of petroligasoline.

® v+adv e v+prep

.come 'off s5th 1 to stop using sth; to stop taking
a drug, medicine, alcohol, etc: It’s time she fried
to come off sleeping pills. 2 (of heat, a smell, the
wind, etc.) to start from a particular place or
thing: There was a mist coming off the sea.

& v+prep
@D .come 'off It} used to tell sb that you think or
know that what they have said is untrue or that
you disagree with it: Come off it! England will
never win!

,come ‘on 1 (also ,come a'long especially BrE,
less frequent) used to encourage sb to do sth, for
example, to hurry: Come on, we'll be late. ¢ Come
on, things can’t be that bad! 2 used to show that
you do not believe what sb has said or that you
disagree with them: Come on! You don't really
expect me to believe that do you? 3 (of a light, the
electricity, etc.) to begin working: to be switched
on: Doves the heating come on automatically? ©
I've set the oven to come on at five. lights
go off 4 (also come a'long) to make
progress; to improve or develop in the way that
you want: Your French is really coming on. ¢
Tim's come on well with the guitar. o How's din-
ner coming along? B (of an actor or a performer)
to walk onto the stage and start to perform: When
are Westlife coming on? € (in sport) (of a player)
to join a team instead of another player duringa
game: Robson came on in place of Wiikins. T (of a
television programmoe, etc.) to start to be shown:
What tirme does the news come on? 8 (especigily
BrE) (of a season, a period of time, an illness,
etc.) to begin: It’s getting colder. Winter’s coming
on. ¢ [ think I've got a cold coming on. ¢ It came
on to rain. [EGE [n this meaning, come on is usu-
ally used in the progressive tenses. 9 {+ advjtogo
to aplace: Comeon in and maeke yourself at home.
& My wife's coming on later,

@ v+adv

fY come on 'strong to speak or behave in a
very forceful way, especially in a way that shows
sb you want to have a sexual relationship with
them

» ‘'oncoming adj [only before noun) advancing
towards you; approaching you

.come 'on; come ‘on sth to begin speaking to
sh on the telephone: I had a long talk with my
maother. then my dad came on. & Sue came on the
line for a chat.

@ v+adv e v+prep

‘come oniupon sbysth (formal) to meet or find
sbisth by chance: I came upon this beautiful vase
in the atiic.
® v+prep
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.come 'on to sb (informal) to behave in a way
that clearly shows sb that you want to have a sex-
ual relationship with them

@ v+adv+prep

» 'coma-on 1 [usually sing.] {informal) a remark
or an action that is intended to attract sh

.come ‘on to sth to start talking aboul or dis-
cussing a topic: I'll come on to the subject of
exams in a minute.

question, topic, subject

® v+adv+prep

.come 'out 1 when the sun, moon or stars come
out, they appear in the sky: The sun came out in
the afternoon. appear 2 when flowers
come out, they open: The daffodils came out late
this year 3 to be published or produced: Her new
nowel’s just come out. & When do the exam resulls
come out? 5% appear 4 {(of news, the truth,
ete.) to become known after a time when it has
been secret: The truth finally came out. o It came
out that she'd made the whole thing up. 5 to be
shown clearly: His arrogance comes out in every
speech he makes. 6 (with 8b) to go somewhere
with sb for a social event: Will you come out to
dinner with me tonight? T if a photograph comes
out, the picture can be seen clearly: My photos
didn’t come out very well because there wasn't
enough light. 8 when words come out they are
spoken: I opened my mouth to apologize, but the
words wouldn't come out. & He tried to pay her a
compliment but it came out ali wrong. 9 [+ prep]
to state publicly that you do or do not support
sth: Members of the committee have come out in
opposition to the proposal. 10 come out and do
sth to be brave enough to say or do sth that other
people might find it hard to say or do: Huas she
actually come out and admitled it yet? o Only one
mermber of staff came out and said that the work-
ing conditions were unsatisfactory. 11 (Brk) to
stop work and go on strike: The miners have
come out on strike. 12 1o say openly that vou
are a homosexual (- a person who is sexually
attracted to people of the same sex) 13 when a
young girl came out in the past, she was form-
ally introduced into society

@ v+adv

.come 'out. come ‘out of sth 1 to leave a
place or appear from inside a place: Come out! I
know you’re in there! o I'll speak to her as sconas
she comes outef the meeting. 2 if an object comes
out of sth, it is removed from the place where it
is fixed or becomes separated from sth: Her footh
came out when she bit into the apple. o All the
pages have come out of this book. o This screw
won’t come out of the wall. 3 if a mark or dirt
comes out, it is removed from sth by washing or
cleaning: The bloodstains won't come out of
my shirt. ¢ It was a very expensive skirt, but most
of the colour came out when I washed it

4 [+ adv/prep/adj] to finish sth in a particular
state; to have a particular result: She cameouton
top in the exams. ¢ His reputation came ovut
undamaged. ¢ The family didn't come out of the
affair very well. In this meaning, come cut
and come out of sth are always used either with
an adverb, an adjective or a phrase beginning
with a preposition.

@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

.come ‘out of yourself to relax and become
more confident and friendly with other people

.come 'out at sth to add up to a particular cast

or sum: The total bill comes out af over a thou-
sand pounds.
@ v+adv+prep

,come ‘out in sth if a person comes out in sth

such as spots, their skin becomes covered in
them: The cream made her face come out in arash.
spots, rash, lumps break out in sth
© v+adv+prep

.come ‘out of sth 1 to return to normal atler a

difficult time: The country is slowly coming out of
recession. 2 to vesult or develop from a process or
an event: At least some good came out of all our
hard work. ¢ The book came oul of her travels in
Japan. 3 to be taken away from a total amount:
The money will have to come out of your wages.
® v+adv+prep

.come 'out with sth (informal) (o say sth, espe-

cially sth surprising or not polite: I can’t believe
the things he comes out with! o When I asked her
why she was late, she just came out with a load of
nonsense.

© v+adv+prep

,come 'over 1 (to sb/sth) to move across a room, a

road, an ocean, etc. towards where the speaker
is: Come over and meet my husband. o When are
you coming over to England again? o Lots of
peuple are coming over from America for the wed-
ding. 2 (to sth) to visit sb for a short time, usually
at their home: Her son only comes over to see her
occasionally. & Our new neighbours came over to
our house last night. 3 [+ adj] (BrE, informal) to
suddenly start feeling sth: f0 come over
Sfunnyfdizzyifaint < [ come over all shy whenever I
see her: 4 = COME ACROSS 15 = COME ACROSS 2

©® v+ady

.come ‘over sb/sth (of afeeling, a mood, etc.) to

affect sbisth: I'm sorry — 1don’t know what came
over me (=1 don’t know what made me behave in
that way). ¢ A remarkable change has come over
the group since he left.

® v+prep

come ‘over to sbssth to leave one group of

people in order to join a competing group; to
change from one opinion to another: Some of
their members have corme over to our side.

® v+adv+prep

come under

.come 'past. come 'past sbisth (o pass in
front of the speaker or the place where the
speaker is: As T walked down the road, Charlie
came past on his bike. o I'll bring the book round
this evening on my way to night school - I've got
to come past your house.
® v+adv s v+prep

,come 'round (BrE) (also come around AmE,
BrE) 1 (to sth) to visit sb or a place: to come to
sb's home to see them for a short time: Come
round and see us sometime. ¢ Do you want to
come round for lunch? -» see also COME OvER 2 2
(of a regular event) to arrive; to happen at the
usual time: I can'’t believe Christimas has come
round again'3 to move among a group of people
in order to give them sth: The waiters cameround
with drinks. 4 (to sth) (informal) to agree to sth
that you were against before; to change your
opinion about sth: She Il never come round to our
way of thinking o Don’t pusk him; he'll come
round in time.
® v+adv

come ‘round (3rk) (AmE come a'round) (also
.come 'to BrE, AmE) to become conscious again:
When she came round, her sister was sitting
beside her bed. ¢ He hasn’t yet come round after
the anaesthetic.
= see alyo PASS OUT
@ v+adv

come 'round; come ‘round sth (Brk) (also
.come a'round, come around sth AmE, BrE)1
(of aletter or a document) to be passed from one
person to another: The card came round for
everyone to sign. 2 to travel to where the speaker
is by a longer route than usual, especially
around the outside of sth: The road was blocked
so we had to come round by the fields.
©® v+adv e v+prep

.come 'round sth (BrE). cOME AROUND STH

.come 'through 1 (to sth) (informal) used espe-
cially to ask sb to enter a room or a building, or
move from one room to another: Come through to
my office. o Mr. Dole can see you now. Will you
come through? 2 (of news, a message, a docu-
ment, etc.) to be received by telephone, radio, etc.
or inan official way: I’ve got an international call
coming through for you. & We're going to buy a
new car when the insurance money comes
through. © He'’s still waiting for his divorce to
come through. 3 (with sth) to provide or do sth
that people expect or that you have promised:
The insurance company has finally come through
with the money. 4 ~ COME ACROSS 1
@ v+adv

come 'through; come ‘through sth 1 to

enter and cross aroom, an area of land, atown, a
country, etc.; to pass through sth: ¢ Put sth over
the hole to stop the rain coming through. 2 to get
better after a serious illness; to avoid serious
injury or damage: He's very il but his doctors

expect him to come through the operation. 3 to
start to appear from under or behind sth: The
baby's front teeth were coming through. ¢ The
sun’'s coming through the clouds at last.
emerge {more formal) 4 1o pass from one stage of
a4 competition to the next; to be successful in a
test or an exany: Chris did well to cone through
the qualifying rounds of the wurnament (- for
example in tennis). ¢ Most of the students came
through (the exam) with flying colours (= were
very suceessful).

@ v+adv «+ v+ prep+pron

,come 'to = CoME ROUND
‘come to sb 1 if an idea comes to vou, it sud-

denly enters your mind: The idea came to me in
the middle of the night. © It suddenly came to her
that she had been wrong. 2 (especiaily BrE) (of
money, property. fc.) 1o pass to sb else when sb
dies: Al my money will come to you when I die.

© v+prep

.come to your'self (old-fushioned) to return to

your normal state: I took her a while to come to
herself again.
& v+prep+pron

‘come to sth 1 to add up to sth; to be equal to sth:

The bill came to $50. 2 to reach a particular state
or condition; to arrive at sth: We both came to the
same conclusion. o Idon’t know what the world’s
coming to (= [ think things are getting very bad
and unpleasant). ¢ Al her dreams had come to
nothing. this, that, nothing &l In this
meaning come to sth is often used with this or
that. The doctors will operate if necessary, but it
may not come to that.,

© v+prep

IEX! when it comes to sthito doing sth when it is
a case, matter or question of sth/of doing sth:
When it comes to cooking. he’s much better than I
am!

.come to'gether if two or more people or things

come together, they form one group or one
piece: Several local groups came together to fight
the proposed housing development. ¢ During the
last three days of rehearsals, everything came
together.

@ v+adv

.come 'under sth 1 be included within a par-

ticular group or collection of things: Several dif-
ferent types of schools come under the heading of
‘private schools’. heading. banner. cat-
agory 2 to be managed, controlled or owned by a
particular group or organization: The prisons
now come under central government control.
control, authority, wing 3 if you come under
attack, criticism, etc. sb attacks, criticizes, etc.
you: The government has come under attack over
the new bill. © She's come under intense pressure
to change her mind. 1§87 attack, pressure, fire,
scrutiny, criticism

@ v+prep
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.come ‘up 1 (to ...) (from ...} to travel from one
place to another, usually from a smaller place to
alarger onc, or from the south of a country tothe
north: They've come up from Texas. o We thought
we'd go up to London for a weekend in the big city.
2 (to sbisth) to go towards a person in order to
talk to them: An old guy came up to me in the
streetand asked me for money, o The group leader
came up to the reception desk looking anxipus. 3
(of plants) to appear above the ground: The first
snowdrops are just coming up. appear 4
when the sun or moon comes up, it rises in the
sky: We sat and watched the sun coming up
behind the hills. [Eu&3) only the sun, the moon
35V rise JO7F) go down 5 to rise to the surface
of water or another liquid: I came up gasping for
air: © Bubbles were coming up to the surface. 6 to
happen, especially when you do not expect it:
Something urgent has come up; I have to go. &
Opportunities like this don't come up every day.
crop up T (always used in the progressive
tenses) (of an event ur a time) to be going to hap-
pen very soon: Qur exams are coming up soon. o
Coming up next is the news. 8 to be talked about
or discussed: The subject didn't come up in con-
versation last night. o Mary’s name keeps coming
up. name, quastion, subject 9 to be dealt
with by a court of law: Her case comes up next
month. 10 if your name, number or ticket
comes up in & betting game, it is chosen and you
are one of the winners: My numbers came up and
I won a million pounds! 41 (spoken, informal)
(usually used in the progressive tenses) to be
ready soon; to be coming soon: 4 cup of tea
please.” ‘Coming up!" 12 (of information) to
appear on a computer screen or a board, for
example in an airport: Her flight has just come up
on the arrivals board. 13 [+ adjladv](BrE) (of an
object or a substance) to appear in a particular
way at the end of a period of time or when sth
has been done to it: When the wool is washed, it
comes up beautifully soft and fluffy. ¢ I'vegiven it
« good clean and it's come up like new. 14 (of
lights in a cinema, a theatre, cic.} to become
brighter after the flm/movie, play, ete. has fin-
ished: The lights came up to loud applause. 15 (to
sth) (BrE, formal) to begin your studies at a uni-
versity (especially Oxford or Cambridge): She
came up (to Oxford) in 1982. 56¥%) come down
(from sth) 16 (to sth) to reach as far as a particu-
lar point or level: The water came up to my chin. o
My sister hardly comes up to my shoulder ¢ His
scarf came up over his eyes. reach sth
© v+adv
EXE be coming up 'roses (informal) (of a situ-
ation) to be developing in a successful way:
Everything's coming up roses! coma "up in the
world to become more important in society or
more sucecessiul in your career: She’s really come
up in the world since she left school. come upiturn
up ‘trumps to do more than people expect and so

mauke a situation very successful: The team’s new
player came up trumps and scored three goals. o
That was a wonderful meal! You've come up
trumps again.

» up-and-'coming adj [only before noun} (infor-
mal) making good progress and lkely to be suc-
cessful in the future: an up-and-coming young
actor

» 'upcoming adj {only before noun] (especially
AmE) about to happen soon: the upcoming
presidential election

.come 'up; come ‘up sth to move from a lower

place or position to a higher one, or upstairs ina
building, especially with the speaker or towards
the place where the speaker is: Who wants to
come up to the top of the hill with me? o My apart-
ment is on the third floor. Are you coming up? o |
can hear somebody coming up the stairs.

©89) road, stairs 1oPs come down, come down sth
@ v+ady ¢ viprep

,come 'up against sbisth if you come up

against shisth, you have to face sbisth ditficuls:
We expect to come up against a lot of opposition to
the scheme. ¢ You'll come up against the reigning
champion in the next round.

O v+adv+prep

.come 'up for sth 1 to come to the time when sth

must be done: He's coming up for retirement soon.
¢ She comes up for re-election next year. ¢ When
does your contract come yp for renewal?Bad
renewal 2 to become available for a particular
purpose: That house you like has come up for sale.
K& sale, auction

@ v+adv+prep

,come 'up on sth (AmE) to be almost a particu-

lar time or age: }t's coming up on your bedtime.
& v+adv+prep

,come ‘up to sth 1 to approach a particular

place, an age or a period of time: You're coming
up to a busy road now. © It's just coming up to half
past twelve. 2 to reach an acceptable level or
standard: The performance didn’t come up to vur
expectations. ¢ You may lose your job if you don't
come up to scratch. standard, expect-
ations In this meaning come up to sth is
usually used in the negative.

® v+adv+prep

,come 'up with sth 1 to think of an idea, an

answer to a question or a solution to a problem:
She come up with a great idea for increasing saies.
idea, answer, suggestion, explanation 2 to
find or produce sth that sb needs: If you want to
buy my car, you must come up with the money. ¢
He always comes up with the goods (= does
what he is expected to do) on the day.

& v+adv+prep

‘come upon sb/sth = coME ON/UPON $B/STH
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connect up

‘come with sth to be included with or as part of be con'fined to sth 1 if a person or an animal

sth: A new car comes with the job.
® v+prep

commune komjun; AmE ka:m-/

com'mune with sth (formal) if you commune
with sth such as nature, you spend time think-
ing deeply about it and so feel close to it
nature
© v+prep

complain fkom'plem;

com'plain of sth to say that you feel ill or are
suffering from a pain: Several children com-
plained of severe stomach pains.
B8] pain, headache, symptoms
@ v+prep

condemn jkan'dem;

con'demn sh to sth 1 to say what sb’s punish-
ment will be: 10 be condemned to deathihard
labour 2 to force sb to accept a difficult or
unpleasant situation: They were condemned to ¢
lifeaf hardship. 38 doom sb (to sth)
Condemn sb to sth is usually used in the
passive,
® v+nipron+prep

ConNe 'koun; AmE kouvn/

.cone sth 'off to close a road or part of a road
with special coloured plastic objects that have a
round base and a point at the top (traffic cones):
Partof the road was coned off while repairs were
done.

Cone sth off is usually used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n e vEn/pron+ady

confide Jkan'fasd;

con‘fide in sb to tell sb a seeret or a piece of
information that you wouldn't tell other people:
Can I confide in you? & Do you have g friend that
you can confide in?
mother, friend
@ v+prep

confine /kontam/

con'fine sb/sth to sth; con'fine yourself to
sth to keep shysth/yourself inside the limits of a
particular activity, subject, area, ete: The work
will not be confined to the Glasgow area. o I will
confine myself to looking at the period from 1900
to 1916.
{imit sth to sb/sth; restrict sb/sth/your-
self (to sth)
Confine shisthivourself to sth is often
used in the passive.
© v+nipron + prep

is confined to a place, they are kept ina smallor
closed space and not allowed to go out: The chil-
dren were confined to their rooms for the evening.
& The soldiers concerned were confined to bar-
racks (= had to stay in the barracks, as a punish-
ment). 2 if a person is confined to bed, etc., they
have to stay in bed, cte, because they are ill/sick
or injured: She was confined to bed with the fli.
© He was confined to a wheelchair after the car
accident.

@ be +v +prep

confront jken'frant;
con'front sb with sth to make sb face or deal

with an unplcasant or difficuit person or situ-
ation: He confronted her with.a choice between her
career or their relationship.

& v+nipron +prep

be con'fronted with sth to have sthin frontof

you that you have to deal with or react to: Most
people when confronted with a horse will pat it.
O be+v+prep

conjure /kands()
.conjure sh/sth 'up to make sh/sth appear sud-

denly or unexpeciedly, as if by magic: She con-

Jjured up a three-course meal in half an hour!

@ vradv+n e vipron+adv « v+n+adv(less
Sfrequent)

.conjure sth 'up 1 to make a picture, a memory,

etc. appear in your mind: The word ‘birthday’con-
jures up images of presents and parties. ¢ The
song conjured up es of warm s even-
ings. image, picture, visions, memories
avoke sth(rmore formaly 2 to ask a spivitof a
dead person to appear, by using a magic ceremony
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv e v+n+ady (less
frequent)

conk fkogk; AmEkaxmk, kamk)

.conk ‘out (informal or humorous) 1 i a vehicle

or a machine conks out, it stops working: Our
car conked out 5 miles from home. Z if a person
conks out, they fall asleep because they are very
tired: She was 50 tired she came home and conked
out at eight o'clock. 3 (old-fushioned, BrE) (of a
person) to collapse or become unconscious 4
(AmE) to die: The old guy looks as if he’s going to
conk out any minute.

G vradv

connect konekt;

con,nect sth ‘up (to sth); cori,nect 'up (to sth)
to join sth to a supply of electricity, gas, water,
ete, or to another piece of equipment; to be



connive 62

Joined to sth in this way: Connect the computer up
(fo the power supply). o Many canals connected
up to major ports.

one who criticizes her will have me to contend
with! o He's had a lot of serious problems to
contend with.

pr bl

IoPF) disconnect sth (from sth); di t
(from sth)

Connect sth and connect are often used
with the same meaning.

@ vinpron+adv « yeadv+en « v+adv

connive fka'marv/

con'nive atin sth (formal) to ignore or seem to
allow sth that you know is wrong: The general is
accused of conniving in a plot to topple the gov-
ernment. o Her brother is believed to have con-
nived at her murder.

® v+prep
Cco nsign /Ken'sam/

con'sign sbysth to sth (formad 1 to get rid of
or put somewhere sb/sth that you do not want:
She consigned his letter to the waste basket. ¢ (fig-
urative) They can’t just consign me o the scrap
heap because I'm over fifty! 2 to put sbi/sth in an
unpleasant situation: Orphaned children were
consigned to institutions.
Consign sb/sth to sth is often used in the
passive: The report was consigned to the dusthin.
@ v+nipron + prep

consist /xon'sist/

con'sist in sth; con'sist in doing sth (for-
mal) (not used in the progressive tenses) to have
sth as the main or only feature: A home does not
consist in the quality of its architecture and decor-
ation.
@ v+prep

con'sist of sth/sb; con‘sist of doing sth
(not used in the progressive tenses) to be formed
from the things or people mentioned: The exam
consists of two parts: a written test and an oral.
The group consists of senior people from educa-
tion and business. o His job consists of answering
the phone and making coffee.
1599 be made up of sth; comprise sth (formal)
©® v+prep

consort /kon'sot; AmE kam'saxt/

con'sort with sb (formal or humorous) to spend
time with sb, especially sb that other people do
not approve of: The nurses are instructed not to
consort with their patients.
& v+prep

contend /kon'tend/

con'tend with sb/sth to have to deal with a dif-
ficult person or situation: [f we leave at 8, we'll
have to contend with the rush-hour traffic. o Any-

Contend with sbisth can be used in the
passive.
® v+prep

content jkon'tent/

con‘tent yourself with sth to accept and be
satisfied with sth and not try to have or do sth
better: Martina contented herself with a single
glass of wine. o The crowd contented themselves
with shouting insults.
B0 make do with sth
@ v+ pron+prep

contract ken'trzkt/

contract ‘in; contract 'Into sth (BrE) to
choose to become involved in and formally agree
toasystem, plan, etc: Employees can contract into
the company pension scheme.
(penslon) scheme }5¥% contract out, con-
tract out of sth
@ v+adv « v+prep

con tract 'out; con tract 'out of sth(BrE)to
choose and formally state that you do not want to
be involved in a system, plan, etc: Only a few
employees have contracted out (of the pension
scheme) so far.
(pension) scheme Y5FP) contract In, con-
tract into sth )
@ v+adv ¢ v¥adv+prep

con.tract sth ‘out (to sb) to arrange for work to

be done by another company rather than your
own: The company contracts the printing out to
an outside firm.

work

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ vvadv+n

contribute /kon'tribjwt; BrE also kon-

tribju:t/

con'tribute to sth to help to cause sth: The

stress of losing his job contributed to his death. o
The Prime Minister contributed to his own down-
Jall by failing to control his government.

death, decline, downfall

@ v+prep

convert xan'vat; AmE -vart/
con'vert Into/ite sth; con'vert sth Into/to

8th to be able to be changed from one form, pur-
pose, or system to another; to make sth do this: a
sofa that converts into a bed

I5Y% turn Into sth, turn sb/sth into sth

® v+prep « v+n/pron +prep

coast

cook /kuk/
,cook sth 'up 1 to cook sth, especially very

quickly: In half an hour she had managed to cook
up some delicious chilli. meal 2 (informal)to
invent a story, an excuse or a plan, especially a
very clever or dishonest one: She cooked the plan
up while he was away. & They cooked up the story
between the two of them. plan, story,
scheme concoct sth (more formal)

& v+adv+n e v+ nipron + adv

cool xuy

,cool 'down; cool sb 'down 1 (also cool 'off,

cool sb ‘off) to become, or to make sb become,
coo) or cooler: I'm going for a swim to cool down.
o A shower will cool you down. 2 to become, or to
make sb become, less angry or excited: She's very
angry. Give her some time to cool down. ¢ He tried
to cool her down but she carried on shouting.

@ v+adv « v+n/pron+adv

.eool ‘down; cool sth 'down to become, or to

make sth become, cooler: He waited for the soup
to cool down a bit. & Once it had cooled down out-
side, we went for a walk. o Cool the soup down by
stirring it. ¢ The rain had cooled everything
down.

Cool and cool sth are also used with this
meaning, but less often.

@ v+adv ¢« ven/pron+adv  v+adv «n(rare)

.cool 'off 1 to become less jnterested or enthusi-

astic: Our relationship was going well, but then
Laura seemed to cool off 2 to become less angry
or excited: When I'm angry, 1 go for a walk to cool
off 3 if sth hot cools off, it becomes cooler:
Leave the engine to cool off before you touch it.
S v+adv
» .cooling-'off period n 1 a period of time in
which two sides in a dispute try to come to an
agreement before taking any further action:
There is to be a six month cooling-off’ period before
divorce proceedings begin. ¢ The union and the
employers failed to reach an agreement within the
covling-off period. 2 a period of time when you
can change your mind about buying sth, such as
an insurance plan, that you have agreed to buy:
Customers have a 14-day cooling-off period in
which to cancel the agreement.

.cool 'off; cool sb 'off = cooL powy, cooL sB
DOWN 1

COOop /kup/

be ,cooped 'up (in sth) if a person or an animal
is cooped up, they/it are kept in a small place or
Inside a building: We’ve been cooped up (indoors)
Jor hours because of therain.
@ be+v+ady

COP /kop; AmE ka:p/ {-pp-)

cop "off(with sb) (BrE, slang) to meet sb and start
a sexual relationship with them
® v+adv

.cop ‘out; cop ‘out of sth (informal)ytoavoidor
not do sth that you should be doing, because you
are afraid, shy, lazy, etc: Lots of people said they'd
help but they've all copped out. ¢ You can’t just
cop out of difficult decisions.
& v+adv ¢ v+adv+prep
» ‘cop-out n (informal, disapproving) a way of,
or an excuse for, avoiding sth you should be
doing: You're not too busy to come! That’s just a
cop-out.

COPY /kopi; AmE 'kapi/ (coples, copying,
copled, copied)

.copy sth 'down to write sth exactly as it is writ-
ten somewhere else: [f I don't copy the phone
number down, I'll forget it! o We copied down
what the teacher had written on the blackboard.
15YK) write sth down
® vnjpron+adv » v+adv+n

,copy sb 'in (on sth) to make sure that sb receives
a copy of aletter, an electronic message, ete. that
you are sending to sb else: Please copy me in on
all correspondence.

@ v+ nipron +adv e v+adv+n(rare)

.copy sth 'out to write sth out again; to make a
copy of sth that is already written or printed:
She copied out a recipe she found in a library
book.

YS5VR) write sth out
@ v+adv+n + ven/pron+adv

cordon /ko:dn; AmE kardn/

.cordon sth 'off to stop people going into an area
by forming a line or ring around it with police,
soldiers, objects, etc: Police cordoned off the area
until the bomb was defused.
area, street close sth off (to sb/sth)
Cordon sth off is ofien used in the passive:
The roads were cordoned of).

@© v+adv+n s v+nipron +adv

€08t /kost; AmEko:st/

.cost sth ‘out to estimate how much money will
be needed for sth: We'll have to cost the work out
before we make a decision. o Have you costed out
how much it will be to hire another member of
staff?

Cost sth is usually used with this meaning.
@ venipron+adv ¢« v+adven
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COSY (BrE) (AmE cozy) [kavzi, AmE kouzif
(cosies, cosylng, cosied, cosied)

cosy 'up to sb (informal, especially AmE) to try
to become friendly with sb, especially in order to
gain an advantage for yourself: Shes oniy
cosying up to him because she needs his help.
cuddle up to sb (BrE, less frequent)
@ v+adv+prep

cotton jkotn; AmE katn/

.cotton 'on (to sth) (informal) to come to under-
stand or realize sth without being told directly:
She cottons on very quickly. o It took him a while
to cotton on to what I was trying to say.
catch on (to sth)

@& v+adv

‘cotton to sbisth (o/d-fashioned, AmE, infor-
mat) to begin to like or approve of sbisth: Ididn't
much cotton to the ideq at first.

Cotton to sb is often used in negative sen-
tences.
& v+prep

cough /kof; AmE Ko/

,cough ‘up; cough sth 'up (informal) 1 (espe-
cially BrE) to pay for sth or give sb money unwill-
ingly: You owe me £20. Come on, cough up!c
Don’t cough up the money until the job’s finished.
594 pay up 2 (Brk)to admit sth or give sb infor-
mation unwillingly: Come on, cough up: where've
you been? B own up (to sthito doing sth); con-
fess (to sthito doing sth) (more formal)

@ v+adv » v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv

ccough sth 'up to force sth out of the throat or
lungs by coughing: He's heen coughing up blond.
blocod
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron + adv

count kaont;

,count a'gainst sb to be a disadvantage to sh:
I'm sure that being lae for the interview counted
against me.
welgh agalnst sb (formal)
© v+prep

count a'mong sbisth; count shisth
a'mong sth to be considered, or to consider
sb/sth, to be part of the group mentioned: She
counts among the top ten marathon runners in the
country. & The band count John Lennon among
their influences. ¢ I no longer counted myself
among his friends.

OEEAE Count sb/sth among sb/sth is more fre-
quent than count among sb/sth: Egypf was
counted among the most powerful countries in the
world.

@ v+prep « v+nfpron +prep

.count 'down (to sth), count sth 'down to be
waiting for an important or exciting day, event,
cte. and be counting the number of days, min-
utes, etc. there are before it: The whole world was
counting down to the new millennium. < I'm
counting down the days until my trip.

@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv (rare)

» 'countdown (to sth) n 1 the act of counting
backwards to zero, for example before a space-
craft is sent into space 2 the period immediately
hefore sth important happens

.count sb 'in to include sb in a group or an activ-
ity: If you're going to the theatre, you can count
me in.
deal sb in (less formal) count sb out
& v+ nipron+ adv

.count ‘off (AmE) if people count off, they say
loudly in order the numbers they have been
given: He made everyone count off
@ v+adv

‘count on shisth; 'count on doing sth;
‘count on sb/sth doing sth (aiso 'count
upon sh/sth, ‘count upon doing sth, 'count
upon sh/sth doing sth more formai) to rely on sb
to do sth: to expect sth to happen and make plans
in an appropriate way: You can count on me! o
‘T'm sure he’ll help us.” "Don’t count on it.” ¢ She
hadn’t counted on going swimming when she
packed. o I'm counting on your support. < I'm
counting on you to support me.
15Y® bank on sb/sth, bank on doing sth, bank
on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sb/sth, reckon
on doing sth, reckon on sh/sth doing sth
These phrasal verbs can be used in the pas-
sive: She can be counted upon to contribute good
ideqas.

@ v+prep ¢ v+prep +n/pron +to inf

.count sb 'out; count sb 'out of sth (infor-
mal) to not include sb in & group or an activity:
You may enjoy those cames, but you can count me
21728
deal sh out, deal sb out of sth
¥5¢Fy count sbin
@ v+nipron+adv « v+n/pron +agdv + prep

,count sth 'out to count coins, etc. one by one
and put them somewhere: He counted out the
exact money (on the counter).

y, change, notes/coins
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

,count to'wards sth (also count to'ward sth
especially AmE) to be included as part of sth you
hope to obtain or achieve: Marks from this test
count towards your final grade. ¢ These sales will
not count toward meeting the target.

Count towards/toward sth can be used in
the passive: These payments may be counted
towards your pension.

® v+prep

65

crank up

.count shisth 'up to add together the number of

things or people in a group: Count up the number
of times you’ve been abroad.

number

Count sb/sth is used with the same mean-
ing.

@ v+adv+n e vinipron+ady

‘count upon sbysth; 'count upon doing sth;

‘count on sb/sth doing sth = count on
SB/STH, COUNT ON DOING STH. COUNT ON $B/STH
DOING STH

couple /kapl/

‘couple sbysth with sb/sth tolink one persen,

thing or situation with another: The large num-
ber of new groduates, coupled with high
unemployment, means that there is fierce competi-
tion for jobs.

Couple sb/sth with sb/sth is usually used
in the passive.

@ v +nipron +prep

COover /kava(r)

.cover sth 'over (with sth) to cover sth com-

pletely, especially to hide or protect it: Put the
bulbs in a bowl and cover them over with soil. ©
The shopping mail is covered over with an enor-
mous glass roof

Cover sth (with sth) is used more often
with this meaning.

© v+npron+adv e« v+advin

cover 'up: cover yourself 'up (with sth) to

put on more clothes: Make sure you cover up
before going out in the sun. o Cover yourself up.
It’scold,

@ v+adv e v+pron+adv

,cover 'up (for sb/sth). cover sth 'up to try

hard to stop people finding out about amistake, a

crime, ete.. to hide the truth about sth: He's

always covering up for her. o The government’s

attempts to cover up the scandal failed.

scandal, mistake, truth 7% conceal sth

(moreformal), hide sth

@ v+adv ¢ v+adv+n ¢« v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv
(less frequent)

» 'cover-up n [usually sing.] an act of hiding a

mistake, a erime, etc: The opposition accused the

government of a cover-up.

.cover sb/sth 'up to put sth over sb/sth in order

to hide or protect them/it: You can cover up ugly
pipes with wooden boxes. o There was something
on the table covered up with a cloth.

® v+adv+n s v+nipron+adv

COZY /'kavzi; AmE 'kouzif (cozles, cozying,
cozled, cozled)

,cozy ‘up to sb (AmE) =cosy UP TO SB

crack jkrek/

crack 'down; crack 'down on sh/sth to try

harder to prevent people breaking a rule, using
sth harmful, comimitting a crime, etc. and deal
severely with those who do: Police are cracking
down hard on drug dealers. o The government is
cracking down on misleading food labelling.
clamp down, clamp down on sb/sth

@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

» ‘crackdown (on sbisth) n severe action that is
taken to prevent people committing a crime,
opposing the government, etc: a police crackdown
on carcrime

.crack 'on (with sth) (BrE, informalyto work hard

and do sth quickly: We'd better crack on with the
painting before it gets dark.

Y get on (with sth)

@ v+adv

.crack 'up (informal) to become physically or

mentally il because you are under pressure:
She’s cracking up under the strain.

@ v+adv

» ‘crack-up n (informal, especially AmE) a
period of mental illness caused by pressure

crack 'up; crack sb 'up (informal) to start

laughing a lot; to make sh laugh a lot: Everybody
cracked up when he fell over ¢ She’s so funny —
she cracks me up!

13YR) crease up, crease sh up (BrE)

Crack sb up is not used in the passive,

@ v+adv ¢ v+nlpron +adv

B3 be cracked 'up to be sth (informal) to be as
good, clever, exciting, cte. as people think or say
shysth is: Stardom is not all it's cracked up to be. ©
She’s not s good as she's cracked up to be.

cram jkriem/ (-mm-)

.cram ‘into sth; cram sb/sth 'in; cram

sb/sth 'In/'Into sth to go into a place or space
that is too small for everyonefeverything; to push
or force sb/sth into a place or space that is too
small: Six of us crammed into Roh's Mini. o1
only had three days in New York, but I crammed in
as much sightseeing as I could. o He crammed ali
the sweets into his mouth. ¢ You can’t cram eight
children into the car!

© v+prep ¢ v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n ¢

v+ n/pron + prep

crank [kraenk/

.crank sth ‘out(informal, especially AmE) to pro-

duce sth quickly and in large amounts: The plant
can crank out about 63 cars an hour.

E¥H churn sth out; turn sth out

4 v+adv+n e« v+nipron +adv

,crank sth 'up (informal) 1 to make a machine

start working or work better: It s time tocrank up
theair conditioning. 2 to make music, etc. louder:
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They cranked the music up when the party credit rkredt/ themyit or they/it are no longer involved: Cross ,crowd 'in (on sb) if high buildings, mountains,

ete. crowd in, they seem to surround you and

started. music, volume EYE turn sth up
(more formaly
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

crash jkref/

.crash a'round (also crash a'bout/'round espe-
cially BrE) (informal) to move around making a
lot of noise: T heard her crashing about in the
bathroom.
© v+ady

.crash 'down to fall with a very loud noise: Pas-
sengers had a lucky escape when a huge tree
crashed down onte a bus. & John's hand came
crashing down on the table (- he hit the table
hard with his hand). o (figurative) All my
dreams came crashing down around me (= 1
completely failed in what [ wanted to do).

Crash down is usually followed by a
phrase beginning with a preposition.
@ v+ady

.crash 'out (informal, especially BrE) to go to
sleep hecause you are very tired: I was so tired I
crashed out in an armchair.
flake out (BrE)

@ vradv

.crash 'out of sth (in sport) to lose a game very
baidly and so not be able to continue to take part
in a competition: England crashed out of the
World Cup.
This phrasal verb is used especially in
newspapers.
@ v+adv+prep

.crash 'round (¢specially BrE) = CRASH AROUND

crawl kol

‘crawl with sbysth (usually used in the progres-
sive tenses) to be full of moving people, animals,
insects, etc. in an unpleasant way: The place Is
crawling with cops!
police, insects
@ v+prep

cream krim/

,cream sbisth 'off {o take away the best people
or things in a group or an amount of money, usu-
ally for your own advantage: The best pupils are
creamed off into special classes. & The company's
directors are creaming off the profits.

@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

crease /kris/

crease 'up; crease sb 'up (BrE, informaly to
start Jaughing; to make sb start laughing: We ail
creased up when we saw her hat! ¢ His pro-
gramme always creases me up.
crack up, crack sb up
@ v+adv e v+pron+adv

‘credit A with B; 'credit B to A 1 1o believe

that sb/sth is responsible for sth or for doing sth,
especially sth good: Bach is credited with per-
Jorming the first solo on a plano. ¢ She credits her
good looks and intelligence to her father's side of
the fumily. 2 to consider that sb/sth has a particu-
lar good quality or characteristic: I had credited
him with more sense. ¢ Numerous heaith benefits
arecredited to this natural oil.

Credit A with B is often used in the pas-
sive. « You can also use the pattern credit sbh/sth
as sth, especially in the passive: The cheetah is
generally credited as the world’s fastest animal.
@ v+nipron +prep

Ccreep /krip/ (crept, crept (krept/)
creap 'in; creep ‘into sth to start happening

or affecting sb/sth gradually: I thought I'd
decided, but then doubts started 1o creep in. ¢ A
hint of sarcasm crept into his voice. o More and
more foreign words are creeping into the lan-
guage.

@ v+adv e v+prep

creep 'over sb/sth if afeeling creeps over you,

Or an expression creeps over your face, it grad-
ually affects you: A feeling of tiredness began to
creep over her: ¢ A sly smile crept over her lips.
BT steal over sh/sth

@ v+prep

Jcreep ‘up 1 if aprice, an amount, etc. creeps up,

it rises very gradually: House prices are starting
to creep up. 2 (on sb) to move nearer to sb/sth
slowly and guietly without being seen or heard:
Don’t creep up on me like that! o Jack crept up
behind me. 75Y8) steal up (on sh)

@ v+adv

.creep 'up on sb 1 if anevent, adate, efc. creeps

up on you, it arrives before you are really ready
for it: The exams just seemed to creep up on me. 2
if a feeling, etc. creeps up on you, it starts to
affect you before you realize it: Anorexia can
creep up onyoung girls when they least expect it.
@ v+adv+prep

Crop /krop; AmE kra:p/ (-pp-)
,erop ‘up (informal) to appear, happen, etc. when

it is not expected: I can’t make it tonight — sorne-
thing's cropped up. ¢ Her name keeps cropping
up everywhere.

YR come up

@ v+adv

Cross /kros; AmE kros/
.cross sh/sth 'off, cross sh/sth 'off sth to

vemove sh’s name or an item from a list by draw-
ing a line through it because you have dealt with

off any items we've already got. o Jane won't be
coming, 50 wecan cross her off the list.

TR delete sth (more formal)

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron +prep

.cross sth 'out/through to remove words from

a text by drawing a line through them, usually
because they are wrong: I crossed his name out
and wrote mine instead, ¢ You've spelt it wrong.
Cross it out and try again.

word, name delete sth (more formal)

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

cross 'over 1 (also cross ‘over sth) (especially

BrE) to go from one side of sth, for example a
road/street, a room, etc. to the othexr: Lat’s cross
over to the other side. < She crossed over the road.
road, bridge 2 (into/to sth) to move from one
style or type of music, culture, politics, etc. to
another; to combine parts of different styles or
types: They’re a blues band who have succeeded
in crossing over to jazz.
© 1Tv+adv e v+prep

2v+adv
» 'crossover 71 a suceessful combination of dif-
ferent styles or types of music or culture, a suc-
cessful change from one style or type to another:
a fresh and exciting rock-dance crossover ¢
crossover artist

.cross sth ‘through =cross sTH OUNTHROUGH

crouch jxraoty/

‘crouch aver sb/sth to bend over sb/sth so you

are near thenvit: She crouched over the injured
man, checking his wounds.
& v+prep

crowd /kraud/

crowd a'round; crowd a'round sb/sth

(especially AmE) - CROWD ROUND, CROWD ROUND
SB/STH

crowd 'in; crowd 'into sth to move in large

numbers into a small place: As soon as the doors
opened people began to crowd in. o We all
crowded into the lift. < (figurative) Memories she
would rather forget came crowding in. ¢ (fig-
urative) Doubts crowded into my mind.

plie in, plle into sth

© v+adv « v+prep

,crowd sb/sth 'in; crowd sh/sth ‘into’onto

sth to put a large munber of people or things
into a small space: [ doubt if we can crowd any
more penple in — the place is packed already. & We
were all crowded into a small area behind the
goal.

YD cram sbysth in, cram shisth infinto sth;
pack sb/sth in, pack sb/sth into sth

& v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron + prep

threaten you or have a strong effect on you: The
high walls seemed to crowd in (on ker). © (figura-
tive) He tried to resist the fears that were crowding
inon him.

@ v+adv+prep

.crowd sb/sth 'onto sth = crowp sB/STH 1N,

CROWD SBISTH INTO/ONTO STH

crowd sh/sth 'out; crowd sb/sth 'out of

sth if a number of people or things crowd out
other people or things, they are present in such
large numbers that there is no room for anyone
or anything else: Tourists are crowding the regu-
lar customers out of the bar. ¢ (figurative) Small
shops are increasingly being crowded out by the
big supermarkets.
EYW squeeze sbysth out, squeeze sbisth out
of sth
@ venipron+adv « viadven e

v +nfpron +adv + prep

crowd 'round; crowd 'round sh/sth (espe-

cially BrE) (AmE usually crowd a'round, crowd
a'round sb/sth) to gather in large numbers
around shisth: People were crowding around to
see what was going on. ¢ Fans crowded round
him to ask for his autograph.

© v+adv ¢ v+prep

crumple fkrampl/

.crumple sth 'up to crush sth, especially a piece

of paper, into a ball: She crumpled his letter up
without even looking at it.

Bl paper

® v+nipran+adv ¢ v+adv+n

CrY /krai/(cries, crying, cried, cried)

‘ery for sth to ask for or demand sth in a forceful

or urgent way: The families of the victimsarecry-
ing for justice. ¢ Listen! That sournds like some-
body crying (= calling) for help.

help, mercy

@ v+prep

ccry 'off, cry 'off sth; cry 'off doing sth

(BrE) to decide not to do sth you have promised
or agreed to do: We'd arranged to go together hut
Luis cried off at the last moment. o Why did you
cryoff training last night?

pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing
sth

3 see also BEG OFY, BEG OFF STH, BEG OFF DOING
STH

@ v+adv + v+prep

.cry ‘out to make a loud sound without words

because you are hurt, afraid, surprised, etc: She
cried out infwith pain.
@ v+advy
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.ery 'out sth to shout sth loudly: He suddenly
cried out, "Stop at once!’ o She could hear a voice
crying out her name.
© v+adv+speech « v+adv+n
I8 for crying out 'loud! (spoken, informal) used
to show that you are surprised or angry about
sth: For crying out loud! What did you do that for?

cry ‘out against sth to protest strongly about
sth: People have been crying out against this
abuse for years,
@ v+ady+prep
» 'outery (against/atiover sth) n [C] (U} a public
reaction of strong protest against sth: There is
sure to be a massive outcry against the proposals.
cry ‘out for sth (usually used in the progressive
tenses) to clearly need sth very quickly: The
group is crying out for new members. o The whole
system was crying out for a radical review.
@ v+adv+prep

cuddle jxady

cuddle ‘'up (to/against sb), cuddle ‘'up
together if children, pets, ctc. cuddle up, they
sit or lie close to each other or sb else, because
they need warmth or comfort, or want to show
affection: Jack cuddled up to his mother. o The
cubs cuddle up together for warmth.
W snuggle up (to/against sb/sth)
& v+adv ¢ v+adv+ady

cuddle 'up to sbisth (BrE, informal, rare) to
try to be friendly to sb in order to gain an advan-
tage for yourself: Just before the election they
started cuddling up to the government.
cosy up to sb
© v+adv+prep

culminate /xammert;

‘culminate in sth (elso ‘culminate with sth less
Sfrequent) (formal) to end with a particular result
or conclusion, or at a particular point: The nego-
tiations culminated in an agreement acceptable to
all sides.
© v+prep

curl sk AmE ksl

ccurl ‘up; be curled 'up 1 to lie down or sit
dovwn with your back curved and your knees and
arms close to your body: I love curling up in an
armchair with a good book. o The cat was curled
up asleep under the bush. 2 if the edges of pages,
leaves, etc. curl up they bend towards the mid-
dle: The pages had all curled up at the corners.
@ v+ady « be+vady

,curl sth ‘up; curl yourself 'up to bend
sth/yourself into a tight curved shape: She curled
her legs up under her on the sofa. o Hecurled him-
self up under the covers and went to sleep.
@ v+ nipron +adv

CUrse /kas; AmE kars/

be 'cursed with sth to have or suffer from sth
bad: He was cursed with poor health from child-
hood. ¢ I've always been cursed with bad luck.
@ be+v+prep

curtain ks:in; Amg karm/

.curtain sth off (from sth) to separate partof a
room with a curtain or curtains: A corner of the
room was clrtained off
@ v+nfpron+adv & v+adv+n

cut /kat/ (cutting, cut, cut)

~ across ~off
~ away 70 ~out, outof
~ back ~ out for

68 ~down ~ thraugh
~in ~up
~Into

cut a'‘cross sth 1 (aiso cut 'through sth)to take
a short route (a short cut) across a place instead
of going arcund it: We'll get there quicker if we
cut acress the fields. 2 to affect or be true for
people in different groups that usually remain
separate; Opposition to the proposal cuts across
party boundaries. houndary, division 3 to
interrupt and stop sth: The sound of the fire
alarm cut across his attempt to explain.
® v+prep

.cut sth a'way (from sth) to remove sth by cut-
ting with a knife or a sharp tool: Cuf away any
dead branches.
@ v+adv+n e v+nlpron +adv

,cut 'back (on sth) 1 to reduce sth such as the
amount sb spends or produces: The recession
means that everyone is cutting back. o We've had
to cut back on staff to save money. 2 (especially
AmE) to cat, drink or use less of a particular
thing, usnally for your health: I smoke too much.
I'must cut back. o The doctor’s told me to cut back
on red meat.

-> 522 @ls0 CUT STH BACK 1; CUT DOWN

© v+adv

s ‘cutback (in sth) n [usually pl.} a reduction in
sth: cutbacks in public spending

cut sth ‘back 1 to reduce sth a lot, especially to
save money or improve the environment or your
health: Government junding is being cut back. ©
We have agreed to cut buck CFC emissions by the
end of the century. production, spending,
polution ¥ pare sth down (to sth), pare sth
back (to sth) Cut sth back is often used in
the passive in this meaning. 2 to reduce the size
of aplant, a bush, etc. by cutting parts off: That
rose bush needs cutting buck a lot. bush, tree
prune sth
@ v+adv+n e vepron+ady » v+n+adv (less

Sfrequent)

69

cut off

,cut 'down {(on sth) 1 to reduce the amount or
quantity of sth: Recycling cuts down on waste. ¢
I've spent too much already thismonth 'l have
to cut down a bit (= spend less money). 2 to con-
sume, use or buy less of sth: The doctor’s told me
to cut down on fatty foods. o I haven’t stopped
smoking, but I've cut down to five a day
= see @lso CUT STH DOWN 1; CUT BACK
& v+adv

cut sb 'down (formal, BrE) to kill sb: He was cut
down by pneumonia at an early age.
Cut sb down is often used in the passive in
this meaning.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

.cut sh/sth 'down (4mE, informal) to make sb
feal or look stupid, especially in front of other
people: He alioays cuts her down in front of his
Sriends. o She’s always cutting down my Hfestyle.
put sb down
© vn/pron+adv e v+adv+n
cut sb down to 'size to show sb that they are
not as important as they think they are
» ‘cutdown (AmE) (BrE ‘put-down) n (informal)
a remark or criticism that is intended to make sb
feel or look stupid

cctt sth 'down 1 to reduce the amount or guan-
tity of sth: Measures were introduced to cut down
the nurmber of road accidents involving children.
© The policy aims at cutting down exhaust emis-
sions. , COSts, B red
sth (more formal) B Cut sth can also be used
with this meaning. Cut sth, not cut sth down is
used for reducing the cost or the price of sth: Pes-
roligas prices have been cut. - see also CUT DOWK;
CUT STH BACK 1 2 to make a tree, etc, fall down by
cutting it at the base: Every fime we cut a tree
down, we plant a new one. tree BY0 chop
sth down: fell sth (more formal) 3 to reduce the
length of sth: Please cut your article down to 1000
words. Y0 shorten sth (more formal) Cut
sth can aiso be used with this meaning.
@ v+adv+n e v+njpron+ady

.cut 'in 1 (on sbisth) to interrupt sbisth: ‘Listen to
me!" she cut in impatiently. YD Interrupt
(shisth) = see also cuT INTO $TH 2 2 (on shysth) (of
avehicle or a driver) to move suddenly in front of
another vehicle in a dangerous way, leaving little
space between the two vehicles: The loryy cut in
{on me) suddenly and I had to brake sharply. 3 (of
an engine, a motor or a piece of eguipment) to
start working automatically, especially after
another source of power has failed: If the power
Jails, the generator will cut in. D kick in 4
(AmE, informal) to push in front of people who
have been waiting in a line: Someone tried to cut
in in front of us. o She saw some friends in line
and cut in with them. Y0 push In (BrEy
@ v+adv 1 alsov+adv+speech

.cut gb 'In (on sth) (informal) to include sb in a
deal and give them a share of the profits: Do you
think we can cut Harris in on the deal?

@ v+ nfpron +adv

cut 'into sth 1 to make a mark, an opening or a
wound in sth with a knife or a sharp object: Make
some pencil guidelines before you cut into the
wood. ¢ The rope was cutting into her wrists (=
because it was very tight). 23 cake, meat, etc.
2 to interrupt sth: His voice cut into her thoughts.
thoughts 3 to begin to use part or too much
of sb’s time, sth that belongs to sb else, etc: My
work’s cutting into my free time at the moment. ©
The independent stations are cutting into our
audience, time 3Y0 encroach on/upon sth
{more formal)

@ v+prep

,cut sb ‘off 1 to refuse to let sb have any of your
money or property after youdie: Hecut his son off
without a penny. son, daughter 379 disin-
herit sb (more formal) = see also CUT 8B OUT, COT
SH OUT OF sTH 2 to end a relationship with sb
because you do not want to see or talk to them
any more: His family have cut him off since he
told them what he’'d done. 3 to interrupt a tele-
phone conversation by breaking the connection:
Operator, I've just been cut off Cut sb off is
usually used in the passive in this meaning.

@ 1,2 v+nlpron +adv « v+adv+n(less frequent)
3 v +nfpron+adv

{1 be cut off in your 'prime to die suddenly

when you are still young, strong and successful

scut sbisth 'off 1 (aiso cut yourself 'off) (from
sbisth) to separate sbisth/yourself physically or
socially from other people or things: His deafness
cut himoff from his fumily and friends. o She cut
herself off from music after her marriage. © Why
has he cut off all contact with his family? © The
Jarm gets completely cut off in the winter. o (fig-
urative) Politicians are cut off from the reality of
paverty. isolat shisth/y if (from
sh/sth) Cut shisth/yourself off is often
used in the passive in this meaning: The children
were cut off by the tide. 2 to interrupt sb when
they are speaking: He cut me off in mid-sentence.
© My explanation was abruptly cut off 3 to stop
the supply of gas, water or electricity to sb’s
home: The gas company threatened to cut them off
if they didn’t pay the bill. ¢ The water supply had
been cut off 4 (AmE) = CUT SBISTH UP A sports car
cut me off as I turned into the road. 5 to prevent
sb from reaching or leaving a place; to stop sh:
Try to cut him off at the traffic lights.
@ venipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
» ‘cut-off n an act of stopping sth
< 5¢¢ als0 CUT-OFF at CUT STH OFF; CUT-OFF at
CUT $TH OFF, CUT STH OFF STH




cut off
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.cut sth ‘off to block or get in the way of sth, etc:
The police cut off all their escape routes. © The
new hotel cuts off our view of the sea.
route, aid, supplies
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv
» ‘cut-off na pointor alimit when you stopsth:a
cut-off in aid & What is the cut-off date for regis-
tration?

- see also CUT-OFF at CUT SBISTH OFF; CUT-OFF at
CUT $TH OFF, CUT S8TH OFF STH

cut sth ‘off; cut sth 'off sth to remove sth by
cutting it with aknife or a sharp tool: Hecutoff a
metre of cloth from the roll. o Mind you don’t cut
your fingers off! ¢ She’s had ali her hair cut off.
< If the photo is too large for the frame, cut a bit off
the top. ¢ (figurative) Five seconds has been cut off
the world record.

EY) chop sth off, chop sth off sth

® v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+prep
» 'cut-offs 1 [pl.] frousers/pants that have been
made shorter by cutting off part of the legs

» ‘cut-off adj [only before noun] cut-off trou-
sers/pants have been made shorter by cutting off
part of the legs

-» see (lso CUT-OFF at CUT SBISTH OFF; CUT-OFF at
CUT S$TH OFF

» 'offcut n (especially BrE) a piece of wood,
paper, etc, that remains after the main piece has
been cut

.cut yourself 'off (from sb/sth) . cuT 5B OFF 1

.cut ‘out if an engine or a motor cuts out, it sud-
denly stops working: Oneof the aircraft'sengines
cit out.

& v+advy

» ‘cut-out n (especially BrE) a safety device that
stops an electric current from flowing through
sth: A cut-out stops the kettle boiling dry.

> see @50 CUT-OUT at CUT STH OUT, CUT STH OUT
OF §TH

.cut 'out; cut 'out of sth (4mE) 1 (of a vehicle
or a driver) to move suddenly sideways out of a
line of traffic: Did you see the way the car in front
cut out? 2 (old-fushioned, slang) to leave: I'm cut-
ting out (af here). See you later.

@ v+adv « v+adv+prep

cut sb ‘out; cut sb 'out of sth tonot atlow sb
to be involved in sth: If we deliver the goods our-
selves, we can cut out the middleman. © Don’t cut
your parents out of your lives! ¢ She cut meoutof
her will (~ refused to let me have any of her
money or property after she died).

- se¢ alsp CUT SB OFF 1
@ v+adv+n « vEn/pron+adv e
v+n/pron + ady + prep

.cut sth 'out 1 to make sth unnecessary: Cut out
some of the administration by computerizing
your records. ¢ The new fast train service cuts out
the need for a long bus journey. need 2
{informal) to stop doing, using or eating sth: I've
cut out sweets to try 1o lose weight. smoking,

drink, sweets 3 (informal) to block light or
sound: That tree in front of the window cuts out
the light. light, noise 137 block sth out 4
(informal) used to tell sb to stop doing or saying
sth that is annoying you: I'm sick of you two
arguing — just cut it out! o Now cut out the jokes
and pay attention! B8 It, that 5 to make sth by
cutting: They managed to cut out a path through
the jungle.

@® v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

.cut sth 'out; cut sth ‘'out of sth 1 toremove

sth you want from sth larger by cutting; to cut
the shape of sth from a piece of fabric, paper, atc:
Simply cut out and return the coupon. © She cut
the article out of the newspaper. o The children
enjoy culting shapes out of coloured paper.
article, plcture 2 to remove sth bad from sth by
cutting: I cut out the bad parts of the apple. 3
(informal) to leave sth out of a piece of writing,
etc: You can cut out the unimportant details.
omit sth
G v+nipron+adv e vtadvin e

v + n/pron +adv + prep
have your ‘work cut out (for you)(formal) to
face a difficult task or situation: You'll have your
work cut out to beat him.
» 'cut-out 12 a shape cut out of paper, wood, etc: ¢
cardboard cut-out
-» se¢ also CUT-OUT at CuT OUT

be cut 'out for sth; be cut 'out to do/be

sth (informal) to have the qualities and abilities
needed for sth: I don't think I'm cut out for coun-
try life. & He’s not cut out to be a politician.

This phrasal verb is usually used in nega-
tive sentences.

@ be+v+adv+prep « be+v+adv+ioinf

cut 'through sth 1 - cur across stH 1 The path

cuts through the wood. o It should be quicker if
wecut through town. 2 to pass through sth by cut-
ting: Will this saw cut through metal? o (figura-
tive) The sharp wind cut through his shirt. ¢
(figurative) The pain cut through him like a knife.
3 to overcome a difficulty that is preventing you
from making progress: Once you cut through the
technical language the report is easy to under-
stand. & The yacht cut smoothly through the
waves. 4 to intexrupt sth: His voice cut through
her thoughts.

-» see also CUT STH THROUGH STH

& v+prep

cut sth 'through sth to make a path or passage

through sth by cutting: They had to use their
knives to cut a path through the undergrowth.
path

- see @lso CUT THROUGH STH

@ v+nipron+prep

cut sb 'up (informaly 1 to injure sb by cutting

them with a knife, a piece of glass, etc: He was
very badly cut up in the fight. 2 to make sb very
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emotionally upset: She’s still very cut up about
thedivoree. Cut sb up is usually used in the
passive in this meaning.
© 1v+npron+adv e v+adv+n

2 v+ nipron + adv

cut sh/sth 'up (BrE) (AmE cut sb/sth 'off) (of a

vehicle or a driver) to suddenly drive in front of
another vehicle in a dangerous way: Did you see
how he cut me up?

carve sb/sth up (BrE)

® v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

.cut sth 'up to divide sth into small peces with a

knife or a sharp tool: Who's going fo cut up the
vegetables?

YR chop sth up

@ v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n



Dd

dab jaxb; bb-)

‘dab at sth (with sth) to touch sth, especially your
face, several times, quickly and lightly: She was
crying and dabbing at her eyes with a handker-

chief © He gently dabbed at his cuts with o plece of

cotton wool.
my, your, etc. eyes
Dab sth can be used with the same mean-
ing: She dabbed her eyes with a handkerchief
G v+prep

dab sth 'off tu remove sth such as a stain, sth
you have spilled on sth, etc. with quick, light
movements: Dab the coffee off’ with your hand-
kerchief
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

,dab sth ‘on (with sth) to put sth on a surface with
quick, light movements: Dab the paint on with a
sponge. & She dahbed on a little perfume.
@ v+nfpron+adv e v+adv+n

dabble ;a=b)/

‘dabble in sth to take part in an activity or a
sport, but not very seriously: She swims twice o
week and has been dabbling in weight training.
& v+prep

dally /dzli/ (dallles, daltying, daiied, dailied)

‘dally with sthisb (old-fashioned) to think about
sth, do sth or treat sb in a way that is not serious
enough: They've been dallying with the idea for
years.
idea, thought I3Y8) toy with sth
© v+prep

dam ja=ny

dam sth ‘up to stop the water flowing in a river
by building sth across it (a dam): The stream was
dammed up to form ornamental lakes. ¢ (figura-
tivey I tried to dam up my tears.
& v+adv+n e« v+nipron+adv

damp jdeemp/ (also dampen /'deempan/}

damp sth 'down 1 to make a fire burn more
slowly or stop burning: Firefighters were damp-
ing down the embers hours later. » He put sand on
the fire to try to damp it down. ¢ The fire had been
damped down but not extinguished. fire 2 if
somebody or something damps down an emo-
tion or a feeling, it becomes less strong: She tried
to darmp down her feelings of despair: emo-
tions 3 if somehody or something damps down
a situation or an activity, it becomes slower or
weaker: The latest increase in interest rates has

damped down activity in the housing market. 4
(rarey to make a surface slightly wet by spraying
a small amount of water over it

G v+adv+n e v+pron+adv « vEn+adv(rare)

dang le j'dengl/

dangle sth be'fore sbhrsth to offer sb sth very
attractive to try to persuade them to do sth: It's
the biggest financial incentive ever dangled before
British foutballers.
EEA In front of can be used instead of before.
© v+nipron+prep

dash jdef/

dash a'bout (especially Brk) = DASH AROUND

dash a'galnst sth (of rain, waves, the sea, etc.)
to beat violently against a surface
@ v+prep

dash a‘round (also dash a'bout’round espe-
cially BrE) to move very quickly from place to
place, being very busy: I've been dashing around
all day! ¢ At the scene of the accident, peopie were
dashing about all over the place.
rush around
@ v+adv

dash a'way/'off to go away from a place in a
hurry: Hedashes off every day at 40 'clock.
©® v+adv

dash sth a'way if you dash tears away, you
remove them quickly from your face: He dashed
away the tears welling up in his eyes with an
impatient hand.
@ v+npron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

dash 'off =pasn awav/orF

dash sth 'off to write or draw sth very quickly: /
dashed off a quick letter to my brother.
YETH) scribble sth
© v+adv+n e vipron+adv e vin+adv(rare)

dash ‘round (especialiy BrE) = DASH AROUND

date jdeit/

date ’back ... (also date 'back to sth) to have
existed since a particular time in the past or for
the length of time mentioned: It s a tradition that
dates buck at least a thousand years. o Her prob-
lerns date back to her childhood. < The town dates
back to Roman times.
© v+adv e v+adv+prep

‘date from sth to have existed since a particular
time in the past: It is a beautiful vase dating from
about 1715. © The strike was the latest stage in a
dispute which dated from 1990.
@ v+prep
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decide

dawn jdom/
‘dawn on sb (a/so'dawn upon sb more formal) it

an idea, the truth or a fact dawns on you, you
realize it for the first time: It suddenty dawned on
us that we were lost. o The answer finally dawned
on me.

EV) strike sb

& v+prep

deal jai); (dealt, dealt /delt))
‘deal in sth 1 to do business; to make money by

buying and selling a particular product or kind
of goods: He made a fortune dealing in stocks
and shares. o They deal exclusively in Chinese
art. © The company deals in computer software.
shares, art 2 to make money by buying and
selling goods illegally, especially drugs: They're
rumoured fo be dealing in stolen goods.
drugs, arms 3 to be concerned with or involved
in sth: This newspaper doesn 't deal in gossip, only
in facts. & She’s not the type to deal in rumours.
& v+prep

deal sb 'In (informal, especially AmE) to include

sb in an activity: It sounds like a great plan! Deal
mein!

= count shin

deal sh out, daal sb out of sth

& v +n/pron +adv

deal sb 'out; deal sb 'out of sth (AmkE, infor-

mal to not include sb in an activity: You can deal
me out of this. Idon't want to get involved in any-
thing illegal.

3T count sb out, count sbh out of sth

15¥F) deal sb in

© v+nfpron +adv « v+n/pron +adv + prep

deal sth 'out(to sb) 1 to share sth among a num-

ber of people, groups of people or organizations:
We'll deal owt the proceeds to several chuarities. o
The profits were dealt out among the investors.
IR distribute sth (moreformal) 2 (inagame of
cards) to give cards to each player: She dealt out
seven cards to each player. Deal sth can also
be used with this meaning. 3 to give sh a particu-
lar punishment; to say what punishment sb
should have: She dealt out the same punishment
(o all the children. o Severe penalties aredealt out
to persistent offenders. punighatent 50
administer sth (formal)

@ 1,2v+adv+n « v+nipron+adv

3v+adv+n e v+pron+ady

‘deal with sb 1 to look after. talk to or control

people in an appropriate way, especially as part
of your job: Her job involves dealing with young
offenders. o They’re very difficult people to deal
with. B handle sb 2 to take appropriate
action in a particular situation or according to
who you are talking to, etc: Canyou dead with this

customer? & We have to deal with students and
handle a load of paperwork as well. ¢ Most
patients are dealt with within four weeks. 3 to
take appropriate action to punish sb who has
done sth wrong: Your father will deal with you
when he gets home. o Athletes found guilty of tak-
ing drugs were swiftly dealt with. sort sh
out

& v+prep

‘deal with sbysth 1 to do business regularly

with a person, an organization, a government,
ete: We prefer to deal only with reputable com-
panies. o It is best to deal directly with foreign
suppliers. business, company 2 to talk to
sh, an organization, a governrment, etc. in order
to reach an agreement or settle a dispute: I prefer
to deal with somebody in authority. ¢ It would
help if I knew exactly who I'm dealing with.

@ vtprep

‘deal with sth 1 to solve a problem, carry out a

task, etc: to deal with enguiriestissuesicomplaints
o The police dealt with the incident very effi-
ciently. o There’s spme urgent correspondence
here that hasn’t been dealt with. problems,
matter, sktuation, crisis 2 (of a book, poem, ari-
icle, etc.) to be about sth: The next programme
deuals with the subject of divorce. B8 subject,
question, issus I cover sth 3 if you deal
with an emotion such as anger or sadness, you
lJearn to control it or become less affected by it:
He is beginning to deal with his anger in ¢ con-
structive way. ¢ ‘You've got to try and forget her
and get on with your life.” ‘I'm dealing with it!" &
She's good at dealing with pressure.

@83 anger, grief, loss 570 cope (with sth)
[T Deal with sth can be used in the passive.
© v+prep

debar {arbagr)f (-re-)

de'bar sb from sth; de'bar sb from doing
sth (formal) to prevent sb from doing sth, join-
ing an organization, going somewhere, etc: Stu-
dents who have not paid their fees will be debarred
from taking examinations. ¢ He was debarred
from holding public office.
& v+nipron +prep

decide jdrsad/

de'cide on shisth (afso de'cide upon sb/sth
more formal) to choose sb/sth after careful
thought: We haven’t decided on a date for the wed-
ding yet. ¢ Have you decided on whether to take
the job or not?
settle onfupon sth
Decide on/upon sb/sth can be used in the
passive: Nothing has yet been decided on.

& v+prep



deck

deck jdek/

deck sb ‘out; deck yourself 'out (in/as/like
sth) to put on interesting and colourful clothes or
jewellery, usually for a special occasion: He
decked himself out in his best suil. ¢ A lot of sup-
porters were decked out in the team s colours.
3YW) dress up (as sth), dress sbiyourself up
(as sbisth)
Deck sb out is usually used in the passive.
+ Deck sb/yourself (in/with sth) is also used
with this meaning.
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+nipron+adv

deck sth 'out (with/in/itke sth) to decorate sth,
especially a room or a building, for a special
occasion: The canteen was decked out with
Christmas decorations. ¢ The room was decked
out to look like the inside of a spaceship.
BE] room
Deck sth out is usually used in the passive,
+ Deck sth can also be used with this meaning.
@ v+adv+n e v+njpron +adyv

dedicate rdedikerr/

'dedicate sth to sb to say at the beginning of a
baook, a piece of music or a performance that vou
are doing it for sh, as a way of thanking them or
showing respect: This book is dedicated to my
parents.
book, work, song
® v+n/pron +prep

‘dedicate yourselfisth to sth; ‘dedicate
yourselfisth to doing sth to give a lot of
your time and effort 1o a particular activity or
purpose because you think it is important: She
dedicates herself to her work. ¢ He dedicated his
life to helping the poor.

@ v+n/pron + prep

defer ar:(r)/ (-rr)

de'fer to shysth (rather formal) to accept sb's
opinion or do what they suggest because you
respect them: I defer to your judgement in these
matters. o We are happy to defer to the commit-
tee’s wishes.
judgement, wishes
Defer to sh/sth can be used in the passive:
They were deferred to just because they were men.
© v+prep

delight /ariarn;

de'light in sth; de'light in doing sthtogeta
lot of pleasure from sth or from doing sth, espe-
clally sth that annoys or upsets other people: She
seemed to delight in making her parents angry. ¢
(rather formal) From childhood, she delighted in
reading,
@ v+prep

deliver /aruve(r)/

de'liver on sth if you deliver on a promise, a
threat or an agreement, you do what you have
said you would do, or what you are expected to
do: Can he be trusted to deliver on his promises? o
They failed to deliver on the agreement.
promise, agreement
@ v+prep

deliver shisth 'over/up (to sb); deliver
yourself ‘over/up (to sb) {(formal to give
sh/sthiyourself to sb in authority, often because
you have been ordered to do so: The defendant
has been ordered to deliver up the goods. o She
delivered the baby over to the care of her sister, o
He delivered himself up to the authorities.

I5YD hand sb/sth over (to sb), hand yourself
over (to sh) (Jess formal)
@ vtady+n e ven/pron+ady

delve jdelv/

.delve 'Into sth tofry hard to find out more infor-
mation about sth: We should not delve too deeply
into this painful matter.
subject, reasons probe (sth'into sth)
@ v+prep

depart farpact; AmE drparty

de'part from sth to behave in a way that is dif-
ferent from what is usual or expected: The teach-
ers are not encournged to depart from the
syllabus. © They departed from tradition and got
married in a hotel.
principles, rules, tradition, decision
Depart from sth can be used in the pas-
sive: This rule should only be departed from in
exceptional circumstances.
® v+prep

depend jarpend/

de'pend on sb/sth (also de'pend upon shisth
more formaly 1 (for sth) (not usually used in the
progressive tenses) to need help or support from
shysth in order to live or to manage in a particu-
lar situation: The organization depended heaviiy
on voluntary help. ¢ She came to depend on her
daughter for support. o He depends on medica-
tion to stay alive. JEYD rely onfupon sb/sth (for
sth) 2 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be
affected by or decided by sb/sth: I don'’t know if
I'll come or not. It all depends on how tired | feel
this evening. o This may be a welcome change or
not, depending on your point of view. In
informal English it is quite common to say
depend rather than depend on bhefore words
like what, how, or whether, It depends how tired [
Jeel. o It all depends what happens. 3 to rely on
shisth; to be able to trust sb: I hope you'll be able
to come — I'm depending on you to help me. o We
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devote to

need someone who can be depended on.
count on/upon sb/sth; rely on/upon sb/sth
In this meaning depend on/upon sb/sth can be
used in the passive. 4 (not used in the progressive
tenses) to be sure that sth will happen: You cun
depend on my sister to spoil things (= she always
does). ZY® count on/upon sb/sth; rely onfupon
sb/sth [EEA In this meaning depend on/upon
shisth can be used in the passive.

® v+prep « v+prep+n/pron+toinf

deprive jdrprav/

de'prive shisthiyourself of sth to prevent
shfsth from having sth important; to take sth
away from sb: In prison they were starved and
deprived of sleep. o The baby's brain had been
deprived of oxygenduring the birth. o Thereisno
need to deprive yourself of food on this diet. o
(humorous) I couldn’t deprive you of (= take away
from you) your last few pence.
@ v +n/pron +prep

derive jirrar/

de'rive from sth to come or develop from sth:
The word history derives from the Latin word
‘istoria’ meaning story. © The criticism derives
Jfrom a misunderstanding of our aims.
© v+prep

de'rive sth from sth 1 (formal) to get or obtain
sth from sth: She derived a great deal of satisfac-
tion from this achiet {. p! @, satls-
faction, information, benefits 2 to obtain a
substance from sth: These remedies are derived
mainly from the natural world. 3 to come or
develop from sth: 7he Rubik cube derives its
narme from its inventor. » The name of the moun-
tain appears to be derived from an old Norse
word. name, word
Inmeanings 2and 3, derive sth from sth is
frequently used in the passive.
@ v+nfpron + prep

descend jdrsend;

be des'cended from sb/sth to be related tosb
who lived a long time ago: He claimed he was des-
cended from the Vikings.
ancestors, line, family
& be+v+prep

des'cend into sth to get into a very bad condi-
tion or state: The sifuation has descended into
total chaos, o There were fears that the country
was descending into turmoil or even civil war.
G v+prep

des'cend on sh/sth (a/so des'cend upon
sb/sth rmore formal) 1 to arrive somewhere, espe-
cially suddenly and unexpectedly and in large
numbers: Duzens of police descended on the
building. o (humoerousy My sister and her family
are descending on us this weekend. 2 to g0

towards sb/sth as if you are going to attack
them(it: The mosquitoes descended on us as soon
as night fell. o (humorous) A large woman in a
hat was descending on them.
& v +prep

des'cend to sth to do or say sth that makes
people lose their respect for you: If you insult
him back, you descend to his level.
stoop to sth, stoop to doing sth
© v+prep

despair Jdrspea(r); AmE dr'sper/

de'spair of shisth; de'spair of doing sth
(formai or humorous) to feel that there is no hope
that sb/sth will improve, get better, etc, or that
sth will happen: I despair of you, Ian — act your
age! o I'd begun to despair of ever seeing him
again.
® v+prep

detract jarirakt/

de'tract from sth (not usuatly used in the pro-
gressive tenses) to make sth seem less good than it
really is: These revelations should not detract
from his achievements. o Her tattered clothes in
no way detracted from her beauty.
diminish sth
© v+prep

devolve /arvolv; AmE -valv)

de'volve on/toiupon sb/sth (formal) (of work.
duties, power or responsibility) to be given to a
person or an organization by sb at a higher level
of authority: All the responsibility has devolved
upan him. o Additional powers will devolve to the
regional governments.
® v+prap

de'voive sth to sh/sth to give work, duties,
power or responsibility to sb with less authority
than you: More powers are gradually being
devolved to the regions.
& v+nipron+prep

devote ;drvaut; AmE di'vout/

de'vote sth to shisth; de'vote sth to doing
sth to give an amount of time, energy or atten-
tion to sb/sth: He devoted his life to the strugglefor
justice. o She gave up work to devote maore time to
her children, © The museum is hosting an exhib-
ition devoted to her work. o Several courses are
devoted to improving customer care.
time, attention, anergy, life, chapter
& v+ nipron + prep

de'vote yourself to sb/sth; de'vote your-
self to doing sth to spend alarge partof your
time, energy and attention on a particular activ-
ity, especially sth good: After her marriage, she
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couldn’t devote herself totally to her music. o
They had devoted themselves entirely to building
up thelr business.

& v+pron +prep

dial jaams); (I, AmE 49

dial 'in; dial 'into sth (also dial 'up sth) (com-
puting) to make a connection between one com-
puter and another using a telephone line: I dial
in from my PC at home to get the files I need. ©
Every time I try to dial into the Internet I can’t get
a connection.
@ v+adv e v+prep

dial ‘out to make a call to sb outside the building
you are in: You can’t dial out from that phone -
it’s for internal calls only.
@ v+adv

dial 'up sth; dial it/them 'up 1 (AmE) to call
shisth on the telephone: Would you dial up the
doctor’s office for me? E¥® call sb/sth up; call
sbisth (AmE) 2 = D1AL INTO STH Customers can
dial up the central computer from home and
access the database.
A noun must always follow up, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and up.
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv

dictate Jdik'tert; AmE 'qiktert/

dic'tate to sb to give orders to sb, especially ina
rude or aggressive way. You can’t dictate to
people how they should live. & I'm not going to be
dictated to by my little brother!
Dictate to sb can be used in the passive.
& v+prep

diddle r«ay

diddle a'round (AmE, informal) to spend your
time doing things that are not important: Stop
diddling around and do some work!
fiddie about/around (BrE), mess around
® v+radv

die jday (dies, dying, died, died)

die a'way 1 (of a sound) to become so faint or
weak that you can no longer hear it: The sound of
the car engine died away. ¢ Her laughter died
away when she saw how angry he was. fade
away 2 (also die ‘out) (of rain, wind or a storm)
to gradually become weaker and stop: The rain
will largely die away overnight. 3 (of afeeling or
an emotion) to gradually become weaker and
disappear: The excitement over their affair soon
died away. fade away
& v+adv

die 'back (also die 'down) if a plant dies back,
its leaves die, although the roots are still alive:
The leaves die back in winter.
@ v+adv

die 'down 1 (of a sound or flames) to gradually

become less loud or strong: He walited for the
applause todiedown. o The fire had died down by
the morning. 2 (of wind, rain or astorm) to grad-
ually become less strong or violent: As it got
dark, the wind died down. subside 3 if
something such as excitement or confusion dies
down, it gradually becomes less: When all the
Sfuss had died down, he just quietly went back
home. subside 4 = DIE BACK

@ vradv

die 'off if a group of people or animals die off,

they die one by one over a short period of time
until there are none left: The survivors are dying
off daily.
@ v+adv

die 'out 1 if a family, race or species dies out,

there are no longer any members left alive: There
are several theories about why dinosaurs died out
50 suddenly. ¢ Many plants and animals are in
danger of dying out. become extinct 2 (of
a custom, tradition or skill) to no longer be used
or practised: Many New Year and May Day cere-
monies have virtually died out now. 3 - p1e away
2 The outbreaks of rain will die out later in the
day.

® v+adv

dig /aig/ (digging, dug, dug /dag/)
\dlg ‘in1 (informal) tobegintoeat: Digin whileit'’s

hot! © As soon as the food arrived he dug in hun-
grily. 35w tuck in (¢especially Brk) Dig in
is used especially to tell sh to start eating. 2 if
soldiers dig in, they make a safe place in the
ground and prepare for the enemy to attack: The
troops dug in and organized their defences. 3 to
walit for or deal with a difficult situation with
great patience: Hospital workers dug in, prepared
Jor a long baltle with management over pay
increases.

@ v+adv

dig 'In; dig 'into sth (AmE, informal) to begin

to do sth in a way that shows that you are deter-
mined to continue or finish it, even if it is diffi-
cult: He looked at the stack of work and dug in
straight away. ¢ She dug into the reports and fin-
ished them before the meeting.

@ v+adv « v+prep

dig sth 'in; dig sth 'into sth 1 to push sth into

sth: The bird dug its claws in and held onto its
prey. © She dug her nails into my arm. 2tomix a
substance into soil by digging: I've dug the
Sfertilizer into the soil.

© v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+prep
[EX8 dig your 'heels/toes in to refuse to do sth or
to change your ideas or plans: Hedug his heels in
and insisted she went with him.
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disassoclate

.dig yourseif 'in; be dug in to makea safe place

for yourself in the ground and prepare for the
enemy to attack: They advanced a short distance
and dug themselves in.

Dig yourself in is used especially in the
passive. The marines were dug in on thefront line.
& v+pron+advs be+v+adv

dig 'into sth 1 (informal) to begin to eat in an

enthusiastic way: They dug into the pizza hun-
grily. tuck into sth (especially BrE)y 2 to
examine sth carefully to find out information: Jt
isn't @ good idea to dig too deep into his past. 3
(AmE, informal) - DIG IN, DIG INTO $TH

© v+prep

1 dig (deep) into your ‘pocket(s), ‘savings,
etc. to spend some of the money you have or
have been saving: I'll have to dig into my savings
to buy a new car. 'dig your 'hands into your
‘pockets to put your hands deep inside your
pockets

,dig sb/sth 'out; dig sb/sth 'out of sthto get

shysth out of a place by digging the ground
around thenvit: It took them three hours to dig
him out of the rubble. o The car was buried in
snow and had to bedug out.
@® vinipron+adv e viadv+n e

v+ n/pron + adv + prep

dig sth ‘out 1 (informal) to find sth that has been

hidden or not used for a long time: He dug out the
shoes he'd bought 20 years before. unearth
sth {(more formal) 2 (informal) to find out facts or
information by searching or asking questions: [
dug out some interesting facts and figures about the
place. 20 hunt sth down/out; root sb/sth cut
@ v+adv+n » v+nipron+adv

.dig sth ‘over to prepare the ground thoroughly

for plants by digging the soil: The flower beds
should be dug over in the spring.

ground, garden

© v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

dig sth 'up 1 to break the ground into small

pieces, especially before building sth, taking sth
from underneath it, etc: Some Roman remains
were found under a car park which was being dug
up. B%) road, garden 2 to remove sth from the
ground by digging: Archaeologists have dug up
some human remains. weeds, roots HYD
unearth sth (more formal) 3 (informal) to dis-
cover information about sb/sth by searching or
asking questions: See what you can dig up on this
man's past. unearth sth (nore formal)

® v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

dine jdanmy/

‘dine on sth to eat a particular type of food: We

dined on freshly-caught fish in a floating restaur-
ant. ¢ They dined on a diet of soup and bread.
® v+prep

dine ‘'out (formal)to have dinner away from your

horme, for examnple at a restaurant or in sb else’s
home: We dined out every night when we stayed in
Paris.

1BYN eat out (less formal)

@ v+adv

dine 'out on sth (BrE. humorous) to tell people

of something that has happened to vou in order
to impress them: She only actually said one sen-
tence to Brad Pitt but she dined out on it for years.
& v+adv+prep

dip raw/ cpp-)

dip sth ‘in/'into sth; dip sth 'In to put sthvery

quickly into a liguid and take it out again: She
dipped her toes cautiously into the sea. © She took
off her shoes and cautiously dipped atoein. o The
fruit had been dipped in chocolate.
@ v+nipron+prep « v+njpron+adv  v+adv+n
dip 'into sth 1 to read or watch only small parts
of a book, magazine, programme, etc: 've only
had time to dip into the report. © The continuous
news services are intended for people to dip into.
book, report 2 to put your hand into a con-
tainer to take sth out of it: She dipped into her
purse and took out a coin.
@ v+prep
dip Into your 'pocket, 'savings, etc. to take
an amount from money that you have heen keep-
ing or saving: They have dipped into their savings
1o pay for the shares.

disagree { disagriz)

disa'gree with sb (not used in the progressive
tenses) if something such as food or the weather
disagrees with vou, it has a bad effect on youor
makes you feel ill: I feel terrible.  something Iate
miust have disagreed with me.
upset sb
Not agree with sb is used more often:
Mushrooms don’t agree with me.
- See also AGRER WITH 8B
@ v+prep

disa'gree with sth; disa'gree with doing
sth to disapprove of sth and think it is bad or
wrong: We totally disagree with the ban on fox
hunting. o She disagrees with keeping animals

locked up in cages.

BE] decisi t t, principle I9FP) agree
with sth, agree with doing sth

© v+prep

disassociate /disa'ssufiert, -'sovs-; AmE -
's0U-/

(disas'sociate yourself from sb/sth (for-
mal) = DISSOCIATE YOURSELF FROM SB/STH
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disbelieve /disbriiv;

disbe'lieve in sb/sth to not believe that sbisth
exists: (o disbelieve in Godidevils
Not believe in shisth is used more frequently
= See als0 BELIRVE IN SB/STH
& v+prep

discourse Idis'kois; AmE “kors!

dis'course (with sb) on sth (formal) to talk
for a long time on a subject; to make a long
speech about sth: He was able to discourse at
great length on the problems of education.
& v+prep

dish ja;

dish sth ‘out (to sb) 1 (informal) to give sth out
to large numbers of people or in large amounts:
He's always dishing out advice to people. BT®
hand sth out (to sb) (more formal) In infor-
mal spoken language dish sb out sth is also
used: He dished me out ¢ few vitamin pills. 2 to
serve food to sb by putting it on plates: He’s busy
dishing out the dinner 575 serve sth (to sb)
(moreformal)
@ vtadv+n e vipron+ady « v+n+adv (rare)
dish It ‘out (disapproving) to criticize sb or
attack them: He was good at dishing it out. It was
time he learned what it felt like.

dish ‘up; dish sth 'up (Br&, informal) to serve
food by putting it on plates: You pour the wine
while I dish up. o Come and wash your hands —
I'm just going to dish up the dinner.
serve sth out; serve, serve sth (more
Sformal)
@ v+adv e vradv+n e v+pron+adv e vEn+ady

(less frequent)

dish 'up sth; dish It/them 'up (informal) to
present or offer sth to sh, usually sth not very
good: She keeps on dishing up the same old jokes
in her shows.
sarve sth up
A noun must always follow up, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and up.
® v+adv+n e v+pron+ady

dispense Jdrspens/

di'spense with sb/sth (formal) to get rid of sth;
to stop using sbfsth becausge theyyit are no longer
necessary: The programme dispensed with its
most popular presenter. ¢ The spread of PCs has
dispensed with the need for typists.
sarvices, need, requirement
Dispense with sb/sth can be used in the
passive: His services can now be dispensed with.
& v+prep

disposo fdr'spavz; AmE dr'spouz/

di'spose of sb to defeat or kill sh: The league
champions quickly disposed of the opposition.
@ v+prep

di'spose of sb/sth (formal) to get rid of sbisth
that you do not want: She tried to dispose of the
evidence. ¢ They decided to dispose of much of
their property.
waste, property, assets
CEEA Dispose of sb/sth can be used in the pas-
sive: Ensure that all the waste is properly and
safely disposed of,
® v+prep

di'spose of sth (formal) to successfully deal
with or finish with a problem, etc: There just
remains the matter of funding lo dispose of
problem, matter, argument 570 deal with
sth (less formal)
Dispose of sth can be used in the passive.
© v+prep

dissociate ldr'saufien, 'savs-, AmE -'sou-{
(also disassociate / disa'saufiert, -'savs-; AME -
'sou-{)

dis'sociate yourself from sb/sth (formalyto
say or do sth to show that you have no connection
with sbisth and do not support or agree with
themyit: The President dissociated himself from
the report.
JOFF) assoclate yourself with shisth
@ v+pron +prep

dissolve /drzolv; AmE -zaciv/

dis'solve into sth 1 to suddenly start to laugh
or cry: They dissolved into fits of laughter, o I dis-
solved into giggles. © When 1 mentioned his name,
she dissolved into tears. laughter, giggles,
tears 210 change gradually into a very bad state:
His surprise slowly dissolved into fury.
O v+prep

dive /dav; (dived, dived, AmE also dove [dovv;
AmE doov/dived)

dive 'in; dive ‘into sth 1 (informal) to start
doing sth with enthusiasm and without stopping
to think: She dived in with a question before I had
Jinished speaking. ¢ They had dived into the new
business without thinking it through. 2 (infor-
mal} to start eating with enthusiasm: As soon as
the food was served, she dived in. food, din-
ner Y0 dig in; dig into sth
@ v+adv « v+prep

‘dive into sth to move your hand quickly into sth
such as a pocket or bag to try to find sth: She
dived into her handbag for the keys.
bag, pocket
& v+prep
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doin

divest /darvest;

di'vest shryourself of sth (furmal) to take
clothes off sbiyourself: He swiftly divested him-
self of hisclothes.
© v+ n/pron + prep

di'vest sbrsth of sth (formal) to take sth away
from shysth: The court order divests the company
of allits assels.
1570 strip sb/sth of sth (less formal)
& v +nfpron + prep

di'vest yourself of sth (forma!) to get rid of
sth you no Jonger want or that is no longer use-
ful: She managed to divest herself of the
unwanted property.
<» 502 Ql$0 DIVEST SBIYOURSELF OF 871
@ v+pron+prep

divide jarvai;

di'vide by sth if a number divides by another
number, the second number is contained in the
first an exact number of times: Does 612 divide by
13? ¢ 148doesn’t divide by 12.
@ v+prep

di'vide sth by sth if you divide a number by
another number, you find out how many times
the second number is contained in the first:
What's 48 divided by 37 © 48 - 3 186,
@ v +nlpron + prep

di'vide Into sth if a number divides into
another number, it is contained in the second
number a particular number of times: Does 300
divide into 12707
& v+prep

di'vide sth into sth if you divide a number
into another number, you find out how many
times the first number is contained in the sec-
ond: Can you divide 360 into 12707
@ v+nipron+ prep

di vide sth/sh 'off (from sthisb) to separate two
things or two people with a barrier such asa wall
or fence; to form a barrier between two things or
people: A fence divided off one side of the garden.
o They put up a barrier to divide the women'’s sec-
tion off from the men’s.
© v+adv+n « v+n/pron +adv

di vide 'up; di vide shysth 'up (into sth) to separ-
ate, or to make sbfsth separate, into groups or parts:
Divide up into two teams. o They divided the chil-
dren up into groups. ¢ Divide up your time sv that
you don't spend too long on any of the guestions.
@ v+adv & v+nlpron + adv

divide sth 'up (among/between sb) to separate
sth into parts and give one part to each of a num-
ber of people: We divided the work up between
us. © The money was divided up among all three
winners,
work, money, land
® v+nfpron+adv « viadv+n

divorce tdrvoss;, AmE drvoires/!

di'vorce sbh/sth from sth to scparate a person,
an idea, a subject, ete. from sth; to keep two
things separate: They believed that art should be
divorced from politics. < When he was depressed,
he felt utterly divorced from reality.
separate sh/sth (from/and sth)
@ v+nlpron +prep

divvy /awvi/ (divvies, divvying, divvied,
divvied)

divvy sth 'up (informal, especially AmE) to div-
ide or share sth, especially money, between a
number of people: They divvied up the bill.
money J5Y0 share sth out (among/between
sb) (more formal)

@ v+adv+n e vipron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(rare)

do fdu; strong form dw/ (does fdaz/did (did/
done /dan/)

do a'way with sb/yourself (informal) to kill
shiyourself: She tried to do away with herself
@ v+adv +prep

do a'way with sth (informal) 1 to getrid of sth;
to stop doing or having sth: They’ve done away
with the uniform at our school. Y0 abolish sth
(moreformal) 2 to make sth no longer necessary:
Computers have done away with a lot of the
repetitive work. aliminate sth; end sth
(both more formal)

Do away with sth can be used in the pas-
sive: A lot of the paperwork could easily be done
away with.

@ v +adv+prep

do sb 'down; do yourself ‘'down (BrE, infor-
mal) to criticize sb or yourself in a way that
makes them/youn appear more stupid or less able
than they/you really are: Don’t do him down, he’s
a good worker ¢ She's always doing herself
down.
put sh down, put yourself down (more
Jormai)

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv +n (less frequent)

‘do for shisth (BrE. informal) to damage or des-
troy sth; to injure or kill sb; to put sb/sth in a situ-
ation so bad that they/it have no chance of
returning to normal: The last bout of pneumonia
nearly did for her:
© v+prep
» ‘done for adj {informal) in serious trouble or
danger; having no chance of succeeding at sth: If
anyone recognizes us, we're done for! (— we will
not be able to escape and will be in trouble} ¢
After three days trapped in the cave they thought
they were done for (= they thought they would
die).

do sb ‘in (informal) 1 if sth does you in, it
makes you feel extremely tired; That's done me
in, lifting all those boxes. 2 (also do yourself ‘in)
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(informal, especially Brk) to kill sb/yourself:
When we split up I felt like doing myself in. ¢
Does he get done in at the end of the film?
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n (rare)
22also v+ pron +adv

» done 'in adj (informal) very tired: I felt abso-
lutely done in by the end of the day ! o Come and
sit down — you look done in.

do sth 'In(BrE, informal) to injure a part of your
body: He did his back in playving tennis.
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv +n (less frequent)
do sb’s ‘head in (BrE, informal) to make you
feel confused, upset andfor annoved: Shut up!
You're doing my head in.

do yourself 'in=00 s51n82

do sth 'out(BrE, informali) to clean or paint and
decorate a roon, a house, etc: He's done the whole
house out in yellows and greens. ¢ They had the
hall done out in striped wallpaper.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

do sb ‘out of sth (informai) to prevent sb from
getting or keeping sth they ought to have, in an
unfair or dishonest way: She tried to do me out of
my inkeritance. & The residents of the home have
been done out of a lot of money.
@ v+ nipron +adv + prep

,do sb ‘over (BrE, informal) to attack sb and beat
them severely: They threatened to do her over if
shedidn’t pay.
@ v+nipron+adv & v+adv+n

do sth ‘over 1 (Brk, informal) to enter a house,
flat/fapartment, etc. by force and steal things
from it: I got buck to find the house had been done
over. In this meaning do sth over is fre-
quently used in the passive.  (Amk) to do sth
again: Your handwriting is too messy.  you'd bet-
ter do it aer (= write it out again). ¢ I'm glad the
campaign was successful, but [ wouldn’t want to
do it over. do sth again; rado sth (mnore for-
mal) 3 (AmE) to clean or paint and decorate a
room, house, etc: They've done cver the whole
store.
@ 1,3v+npron+adv « v+adv+n

2y +nfpron+adv

do 'up; do sth 'up (especially BrE) to be fas-
tened with buttons, straps, etc.; to fasten or close
sth in this way: This skirt does up at the back. ¢
Could you do up my dress? ¢ Lcan't do the zip up.
jacket, buttons, zip fasten up, fasten
sth up (Brk); fastan, fasten sth
undo, undo sth
@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+nipron+ady

,do sth ‘'up 1 (in sth) to make sth into a parcel or
package: She was carrying some bvoks done up in
brown paper. wrap sth up (in sth) 2 (espe-
cially BrE) to repair or decorate a room, a house,

etc. to make it look better and more modern:
They're looking for an old house so that they can
doitup. o We're having the kitchen done up.
house YW fix sth up (especially AmE), decor-
ate sth; renovate sth

@ v+n/pron+adv & v+ady+n

do yourself 'up (informal) to make yourself
more attractive by putting on make-up, attract-
ive clothes, ete: She spent hours doing herself up
Jfor their first date.

@ v+pron +adv

‘do with shi/sth
@ v+prep
[EZ be/have 'done with it to finish dealing with
sthunpleasant, especially as quickly as possible:
Just tear up the contract and be done with it. |,
you, etc. can't/couldn’t be 'doing with shisth
(BrE, informal) used to say that you do not like
sbisth and find thenvit very annoying: I can’t be
doing with people like that. © Hecouldn’t be doing
with her untidiness. |, you, etc. could 'do with
sth/sb used to say that you need or would like
sth/sb: I could do with a drink!

‘do sth with sth used with negatives and in
questions to talk about where sb has put sth:
What have you done with my shoes? o I haven't
done anything with your keys (= ] haven't moved
them).

@ v +pron+prep

'do sth with yourself used in questions to talk
about how sh spends their time: Shedoesn’t know
what to do with herself while they re at school.
<© v+pron+prep +pron

do with'out; do with'out sb/sth to manage
without shisth: If you can't afford a car, yow’ll
Just have to do without. o I could do without (= |
wish I didn't have) all this hassle.

Y go without, go without sth
© v+adv e v+prep

dob jdob; AmE dabi (-bb-)

dob sb 'in (to sb) (informal) to tell sb about sth
bad that another person has done: Kay wasn't
sure who had dobbed her in to the teachers.
® v+njpron + adv

dole idovl: AmE dovl/

dole sth ‘out (to sb) (informal) to give money,
food, etc. to a group of people: She quickly doled
oul the food. o The money was doled out to them
ona weekly basis.
money, bread, etc.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv (less
Sfrequent)
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doze

doll /dol; AmE dal/

doll yourself 'up (in sth) (informal) to make
yourself look attractive by putting on fashion-
able clothes, doing vour hair, ete: Every Friday
shedolls herself up and goes out to a nightciub.
@ v+pron+adv

ba/get dolled 'up (In sth) (informal) to befget
ready for a special occasion by putting on fash-
jonable clothes, doing your hair, etc: She was all
dolled wup in a black dress and pearls. o T got
dolled up for the purty.
© befget+v+adv

dope jdoup: AmE doup/

be/get doped 'up (informal, especially AmE) to
be in a state where you cannot think clearly or
act normally because you are under the influ-
ence of drugs: Some of the patients were kept
doped up most of the time.
@ befget+v +adv

dose jdous; AmE dous/

dose sh/yourself 'up (with sth) to give sb/your-
sell alarge amount of a medicine: She dosed him
up with aspirin and sent him to bed.
Dose shéyourself is used more often with
the same meaning.
@ v+nipron +adv

doss jdos; AmE da:s{

doss a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to spend
your time doing nothing or very little: Everyone
dosses about in geography classes. © He just
dossed around for a year before he got & job.
@ v+adv

doss 'down (BrE, informal) to sleep on the floor
or somewhere uncomfortable because you have
nowhere else to sleep: We dossed down on Tony’s
Sloor after the party.
bed down (BrE, mare formal)
EEHE Doss is sometimes used with the same
meaning.
® vradv

dot /dot; AmEdat/ (-4t-)

be dotted abouta’round; be  dotted
a'bout/a'round sth (especially BrE) if things
or people are dotted about/around, they are in
several different places over an area: A few farms
weredotted about in the valley.
© be+v+adv e be+v+prep

'dot A on/over B; 'dot B with A to spread very
small amounts of sth in different places on a sur-
face: Dot the suncream on your face in tiny quan-
tities and rub it in well. & Dot the top of the cake
with small sweets.
@ v +nipron +prep

bhe 'dotted with sth if an area is dotted with
things or people, they are spread around in sev-
eral places: The hillside was dotted with houses.
@ be+v+prep

dote /dovt: AmEdouvt/

‘dote on sb (also 'dote upen sb more formal) to
feel or show very great love for sb and ignore
their faults: They dote on their daughter.

BB daughter/child/mothaer, etc.

Dote onfupon sb can be used in the pas-
sive: He was doted on (by his sisters).

® v+prep

double ;aaby

'double as sth; double 'up as sthtchavea
second function in addition to the main use: The
garage doubles as his workshop. © The school sec-
retary doubled up as the nurse.

@ v+prep ¢ v+adv+prep

double 'back (on yourself, itself, etc.) to turn
around and go back in the direction you have
come from: The road ahead was flooded so we had
to double back to find another way around. & The
line of trees doubles back on itself ata bend in the
river.

@ v+adv

double ‘over; double sb ‘over = pourLk

UP/OVER, DOUBLE 5B UP/OVER (IN/WITH STH)

double sth 'over to bend or fold sth in the mid-
dle: Use an A4 sheet doubled over:
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

double 'up 1 (with sb/on sth) to form pairs in
order to share sth: We've only got one room left;
you'll have to double up with Peter. & There were
enough guitarists to double up on parts (= two
played each part). 2 (on sth) (rare) to do sth in
addition to your main role: The band are looking
for a singer who can double up on guitar (- who
can also play the guitar).
@ v+adv

.double 'up as sth = DOUBLE AS STH, DOUBLE UP
AS STH

.double 'up/over (invwith sth); double sb 'up/
‘over {in/with sth) to bend your body suddenly or
quickly because you are in pain, for example; to
make sb bend their body in this way: He doubled up
infwith pain. & She doubled up with laughter. ¢ The
‘punch hit him in the stomach, doubling him over.
@ v+adv « v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n (rare)

doze jdavz; AmE douz/

doze 'offto go to sleep, especially during the day:
He dozed off during the film. o I must have dozed
off for a few minutes because I didn't hear her
come in.
nod off (informal)
@ v+adv
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draft (uiso draught especially BrE) jdractt;
AmE dreeft/

(draft sb 'in; draft sb 'into sth to choose
people and send them somewhere for a special
task: Extra police are being drafted in to control
the crowds. ¢ Williams was drafted into the team
o play France.

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (lessfre-
qlent) « v+nipron + prep

drag /drzg/ (-gg)

(drag shisthiyourself a'way (from sb/sth) to
make sb or yourself stop doing sth when
they/you do not really want to: She was enjoying
herself at the party so much, I couldn’t drag her
away. 1 find it difficult to drag myself away
Jrom my computer. o He couldn’t drag his eyes
away from her face.
¥R tear sbisth/yourself away (from sb/sth)
@ v +nipron+adv

,drag shysth ‘down 1 (to sth) to bringsbdown to
a lower standard of behaviour, or a lower social
or economic level: I'm worried the other children
will be dragged down to his level (= because his
behaviour is so bad). 2 to make sb feel depressed
or weak: Her parents’ constant criticism began to
drag her down.
© v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n (less frequent)

drag shisth 'in; drag sh/sth ‘Into sth1to
make sb or sth beconie involved in a diffieult or
unpleasant situation when they do not want to
be involved: When violence breaks out in the
Streets, innocent people are always dragged in. <
Don’t drag me into your argument! involve
sb (in sth) (inore formal) 2 to start talking about
4 person or a subject that has nothing to do with
what is being talked about: Do you have to drag
politics into gvery conversation?

@ v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n e v+nipron + prep
drag sb 'off (to sth...) to take sb somewhere by

force: I was dragged off to the head teacher's

office.

@ v+nipron +adv

drag 'on (disapproving) to progress very slowly
and take too long: The day dragged on intermin-
ably. o Negotiations between the two sides
dragged on through the summer:

months, time, meeting, negotiations
® v+adv

.drag sth ‘out to make sth last longer than it
should: Shedragged the meeting out for as long as
possible.
BY® prolong sth (more formal)
@ v+olpron+ady ¢ viadv+n

(drag sth ‘out of sb to make sb give you infor-
mation they do not want to give you: They eventu-
ally dragged a confession out of her:
confession, truth
® v+nfpron +adv + prep

[drag sth ‘'up to mention in a conversation an
unpleasant fact from the past that sh would pre-
fer to forget: It all happened years ago. There’s no
point dragging it up now. o She'sdragged up that
Story just to embarrass me.

I3 bring sth up
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

dragoon jdaroguny

dra'goon sb into sth; dra'goon sb into
doing sth (written or humorous) to force sb to
do sth that they do not want to do: We were drag-
ooned into the foothall team.
Dragoon sb into sth/into doing sth is
usually used in the passive,
@ v+nipron +prep

drain /drem/

.draln a'way (of feelings or colours) to disappear
gradually: As she lay in the warm bath all the ten-
sion drained away. o The colour had drained
aiwey from her face.
anger Y0 fade
@ v+adv

drain a'way/'off; drain sth a'way/off (from
sth) if aliquid drains away/off, or sb drains it
away/off, it flows away: The water drained away
down the plughole, o I drained the water away
4_znd hung up the blouse to dry. o (figurative) Pay-
ing for private education for the children was
draining away their resources.

@ v+adv e v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

draw fdro:f (drew (drw/drawn (dram/)

draw 'back 1 to move away from sb/sth, espe-
cially sbisth that makes you feel frightened: She
drew back from the window in case anyone saw
her: 2 (from sthifrom doing sth) to decide not to do
sth, because you are afraid of what might hap-
pen: The government has drawn back from mak-
ing a commitment to reform the voting system.
© v+ady

draw sth ‘'down (AmE, business) to reduce the
amount of sth, especially money, by using it and
spending it: Higher production costs will draw
down cash gains from rising farm prices.
funds
@ v+adv+n « vtn/pron +ady

‘draw sth from sth to get sth from a particular
source: Many artists and poets have draion their
inspiration from the landscape. ¢ At times of cri-
sis, we drew strength from each other.
inspiration, comfort, support
@ v+nlpron + prep

draw ‘in (BrE) (usually used in the progressive
tenses) when evenings or nights are drawing in,
it is gradually becoming darker earlier in the
evening because winter is coming: The nights
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draw upon

are drawing in fast now. & Evening was already
drawing in. o It was theend of September and the
days had begun to draw in.
close in draw out (Br&)
@ v+ady
draw 'in; draw 'into sth (especially BrE) if a
train draws in, or draws into a station, it slowly
enters a station and stops al the platform: The
London train drew in late, © I got to the piutform
Just as the train was drawing into the station.
D pull in, pull into sth
draw out, draw out of sth
@ v+adv e v+prep
draw sb 'in; draw sb ‘into sth; draw sb
‘into doing sth to make sb become involved or
take part in sth, although they do not want to: [
didn’t like the book when I started it, but the
strange story soon drew me in. o I refuse to be
droawn into this argument.
tion, di lon, arg
ation invoive sb (in sth)
This phrasal verb is often used in the
passive.
@ v+nlpron+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron + prep
,draw sth 'Inif youdraw in abreath, you breathe
deeply or quickly: Shedrew in a deep breath at the
magical sight of the city below. o He drew in his
hreath sharply.
only afyour, etc. breath
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+adv

draw sth 'off to remove some liquid from a
larger amount: He drew off a glass of beer:
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

draw 'on (of atime or aseason)toslowly pass: As
night drew on, it became clear he wasn’t coming.
@ v+adv

‘draw on sth 1 (also 'draw upon sth more for-
med) to use sth that you have or that is available
to help vou do sth: The assignment asked us to
draw on our experiences while we were in Eng-
land. o I'll have to draw on my savings to pay for
the car experience, work, resources, sav-
ings, tradition Draw onfupon sth can be
used in the passive in this meaning: Sections of
the book should be drawn on as required. 2 if you
draw on a cigarette or a pipe, etc. you breathe
smoke into your mouth from it: He drete on his
cigar. clgar, cigarette, pipe
& v+prep

draw 'out (BrE) (usually used in the progressive
tenses) when evenings or nights are drawing
out, it is gradually becoming lighter for longer
in the evening because spring is coming: Afler
March the evenings started drawing out.
draw in (Brk)
@ v+adv

t, situ-

draw 'out; draw 'out of sth (especially BrE)if

a train draws out or draws out of a station, it
begins to move and slowly leaves the station: /
arrived in time to see the train drawing out. & The
train drew slowly out of the station.
I57E pull out, pull out of sth
YSPE) draw in, draw into sth
® v+adv e v+adv+prep
draw sb ‘out to encourage sb who is shy to talk
freely: I tried to draw him out on the subject of his
life in Africa.
@ v+ ypron +adv
draw sth 'out to make sth such as a meeting or
an event last longer than usual or fonger than it
should: They drew the interview out to over an
hour. o The process is likely to be drawn oul over
several months.
@ v+njpron+ady ¢ v+adv+n
» drawn-out (also Jong-drawn-'out, 'long-
drawn less frequent) adj lasting longer than you
expect or too long: The negotintions were difficult
and drawn-out. & It was another long-drawn-out
meeting.
draw sth ‘out; draw sth 'out of sth to take
money out of a bank account: How much money
did you draw out? o Several thousand pounds
had been drawn out of the account.
take sth out, take sth out of sth; with-
draw sth (from sth) (more formual)
@ v+niprontadv e viadv+n e
v+ nfpron + adv + prep
draw 'up; draw sthisb/yourself 'up to come
to a stop; to make sth/sbiyourself stop: A taxi
drew up outside. o He drew the car up at the front
door: o He was walking towards the door when a
loud knock drew him up sharply.
BYD pull up; pull sb up; pull yourself up
-» $¢¢ @IS0 DRAW YOURSELF UP
® v+adv e v+nipron +adv
draw sth ‘up 1 to make or write sth that needs
careful planning: My solicitor is drawing up the
contract. o Clear guidelines need to be drawn up.
o We'vedrawn up a planof action. contract,
agreement, plan IR formulate sth (more for-
mal) 2 to bring sth nearer to shisth: She drew up
another chair and sut with them. o He drew his
knees up to his chest. chair, knees pull
sth up
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv
draw yourself 'up to stand up very straight so
that you are as tall as possible: She drew herself
up to her full height, hands on hips, and glared
at me.
ZY0 pull yourself up
-» 5ee 1150 DRAW UP, DRAW SB/STH/YOURSELF UP
@ v+pron+ady
‘draw upon sth =nraw oN sTH 1
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dream /drimm/ (dreamt, dreamt /dremt/ or
dreamed, dreamed)

.dream sth a'way to spend time in a lazy way
thinking about things you would like to do but
not actually doing anything: She dreamt her life
away, never really achieving anything.
life
@ v+ofpron+adv e v+adv+n

‘dream of sth
@ v+prep
wouldn't ‘'dream of sth/of doing sth used to
emphasize the fact that you would not even think
about doing sth: ‘Don’t go without me, will you?' ‘I
wouldn’t dream of it!”

» un'dreamed of adj much more or much better
than you thought was possible: undreamed-of
happiness

dream 'on (spoken, informal) used to tell sb that
you ave certain that what they have just said will
not happen: You want a pay rise? Dream on!
©® v+adv

dream sth 'up (informal) to have an idea or
think of a plan, especially one that is not very
practical: The scheme was dreazmed up by a local
businessman. o Trust you to dream up a crazy
idea like this!
idea, scheme
@ v+adv+n e vipron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(rare)

dredge jareds/

dredge sth 'up (usually disapproving) 1 tomen-
tion sth that sb has forgotten or wants to forget
because it is unpleasant or embarrassing: She
always dredges up that embarrassing story.
the past 2 to rexiember sth or to do sth with dif-
ficulty: She was dredging up the little she knew
about babies. o He managed to dredge up a smile.
@ v+adv+n e vipron+adv e v+n+adv(less

Jrequenty

dress /aves/

dress 'down (in sth) to wear clothes that are less
formal than those you usually wear or those that
are usually worn in a particular situation: He
deliberately dressed down for the party. & More
and more people are dressing down for the office
thesedays.
dress up (in sth)
@ v+adv

dress sb 'down to criticize sb angrily for sth
wrong that they have done: The sergeant dressed
down the new recruits. "
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv
» dressing-'down n [sing.] (old-fashioned, infor-
mal) an occasion when sb speaks angrily to a
person because they have done sth wrong

(dress ‘up (as sb/sth), dress sh/yourself 'up

{as sb/sth) to put on special clothes in order to

pretend to be sb else: The kids love dressing up. o

They dressed themseluves up as cartoon characters.

<& (BrE) dressing-up clothes o (AmE) dress-up

clothes

© v+ady e vn/pron+ady ¢ v+adv+n(less
frequent)

dress 'up (in sth), dress yourself 'up (in sth)

to wear special or more formal clothes than you
usually do or than those usually worn in a par-
ticular situation: Don’t bother to dress up — come
as you are. ¢ She dressed herself up in a grey suit
Sfor the court appearance.

dress down (in sth)

Do not confuse this phrasal verb with get
dressed or dress, dress shiyourself, which just
mean ‘to put on clothes” I jumped out of bed and
got dressed guickiy

@ v+adv « v+pron+ady

Adress sth 'up (as sth) to make sth scem different

or better than it really is by the way that you
present it: You're sacking me. Don't try to dress it
up as a career move.

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

drift jarrt/

drift a'part to become less close or less friendly

with sb: Over the years we just drifted apart.
@ v+adv

drift ‘off to fall asleep: She soon drifted off o I

drifted off to sleep on the sofa while I was watch-
ing the football.

doze off

© v+adv

drill jary

drifl sth 'into sbtomake sblearn or understand

sth by repeating it frequently: We had multiplica-
tion tables drilled into us at school. & There's no
need to drill things into them — they'll learn as
they go along.

drum sth into sb

Drill sth into sb is often used in the
passive.

& v+n/pron +prep

drink jdrmk/ (drank /draenk/, drunk /dragk/)

drink sth 'down to drink all of sth quickly: He

filled a cup with cold water and drank it down in
one gulp.
@ v+inipron+adv « v+adv+n

drink 'in sth; drink it/them 'in to look at, lis-

ten to or experience sth with great pleasure and
interest: She wandered the streets, drinking in the
atmosphere. ¢ We sat gazing at the view, drinking
itallin.

sight, view, atmosphere, beauty

drop by

A noun must always follow in, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and in. + Drink
in sth can not be used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv

‘drink to sbysth to wish sbisth good luck, success
or happiness, by raising your glass and then
drinking: They all drank to the couple’s health. <
‘Things can only get better.” ‘I'll drink to that!’
toast sh/sth
® v+prep

drink 'up; drink sth ‘up to finish all of a drink:
Drink up. It'’s time to go. © Drink your milk up
it’s good for you.
Drink sth up is not used in the passive.
® v+adv ¢ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

drive /drawv/ (drave /drovv; AmE drovv/,
driven /'drrvn/)

‘drive at sth to try to express or say sth: I'm not
sure I understand what you’re driving at. o
What's he driving at?

E¥H) get at sth

Drive at sth is only used in the progressive
tenses and in direct or indirect questions with
‘what.

@ v+prep

Jdrive a'way/'off; drive sb/sth a'way/'off (of
a car or a driver) to go away in a vehicle; to take
sb away in a vehicle: The cab drove slowly away.
< There’s someone tv drive your car away and
park it. & They were driven away in a police van.
& v+adv « v+n/pron + adv

drive sb/sth a'way (from sth) to make sb not
want to go to a particular place or be with a par-
ticular person; to make sbisth leave a place: Ris-
ing prices are driving our customers away. ¢ His
temper and his violent behaviowr have driven all
his family away.
business, customers
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

.drive 'off (in golf) to hit the ball to begin a game
© v+adv

[drive 'off; drive sbrsth ‘off = vrive awav/orr,
DRIVE SBISTH AWAY/OFF The van drove off at high
speed. & The car was driven off at speed. o Then
hedrove her off to the airport.

Jdrive sh/sth 'off; drive sb/sth 'off sth to
force sb/sth to move away from a particular
place: The army was driven off by the fierce
attacks of the rebels. o We were driven off the
island by the new owner.
® v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv +n « v+n/pron +prep

.drive 'on to continue driving either without stop-
ping or after stopping for a short time: We drove
on until we came to an open square full of cafés. o
Paula stopped to let Philip out of the car before
driving on.

@ v+adv

drive sb/sth 'out; drive sh/sth 'out of sthto
miake shysth leave or disappear: They're hoping
that their competitive prices will drive out the
rival company. < They tried to drive her out of the
village.
@ v+nlpron+adv « v+adv+n e
v+nipron +adv + prep

drone fdraon; AmE droun/

drone 'on (about sth) to talk about sth for a long
time in a boring way: I nearly fell asleep while he
was droning on! ¢ She droned on for hours about
the uses of the present tense.
@ v+adv

drool /aru:/

‘drool over sb/sth to look at shisth in a way that
shows you ke and admire or want themvit, often
in a silly or exaggerated way: He was drovling all
over you at the party! ¢ The boys drooled over the
sports cars in the showroom.
® v+prep

drop /drop; AmE drap/ (-pp-)

drop a'round (AmE) =nrop BY

drop sth a'round (AmE) = DROP §TH ROUND

drop a'way (especially BrE) 4 if the ground
drops away, it slopes down steeply away from
where you are: The seabed suddenly dropped
away and 1 was waist deep in the water: 2 to
become less strong or disappear: He felt his dark
mood dropping away.
@ v+adv

drop ‘back if a person in a group drops back,
they move to a position further back behind
other people, often because they are not able to
stay at the front: The original leader in the race
has now dropped back to third place.
fall back
© v+adv

drop he'hind; drop be'hind sh/sth if sb
drops behind or drops behind sbisth, they
move to a position behind other people: He
dropped behind to walk with Sam. ¢ We cannot
afford to drop behind our competitors.
fall behind, fall behind sh/sth
® v+adv « v+prep

drop 'by (also drop 'round BrE, drop a'round
AmE) (informal) to pay a short, informal visit to
sb, often without arranging this in advance: I
Just dropped by to check you were OK. © I'm drop-
ping round to Kate’s later.
call by (especially BrE), stop by
=» see also DROP IN (ON SB/AT...), DROP INTO STH;
DROP OVER
& v+adv

drop sth 'by (AmE) = DROP STH IN (TO SB/STH),
DROP $TH INTO STH
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drop 'in (on sb/at...), drop 'into sth (informal)
to pay a short, informal visit to sb, often without
arranging this in advance: Drop in any time
you're passing. o She drops in on her parents at
least once a week. © I dropped into the coffee shop
Jor a quick drink on my way home.
B call in
- see alsO DROP BY
@ v+adv s viprep
» ‘drop-tn adj [only before noun! used to describe
a place where you can go without making an
appointment: a drop-in centrel/surgeryiclinic

.drop sbryourself 'in it (BrE, informalytoputsb
in a difficult or embarrassing situation: She gor
herself out of trouble by dropping Laura in it.
@ v+nipron+prep +it

drop sth 'in (to sbisth), drop sth 'into sth
(especially BrE) (AmE usually drop sth 'by)
{informal) to deliver sth, especially when you are
on the way to somewhere else: She dropped the
report in on her way out. o I'll drop a note in to
you when I know the arrangements. ¢ Could you
drop my coat into the cleaner’'s on your way to
work? o I'll drop the brochures by later;

out, pull out of sth; withdraw (from sth) (more
Jormal) 2 to leave school, college, university; etc.
without finishing your studies: She dropped out
of college after only a few weeks. o Many students
drop out or fail because they're not enjoying the
course. 3 to reject the accepted ideas, morals and
values of society: There's a danger that when
people lose their jobs they drop out (of society)
altogether.

@ v+adv « v+adv+prep

» 'dropout n 1 a person who leaves school, col-
lege or university before they have finished their
studies: He might be a college dropout but he'’s
made a fortune in business. & There is a high
dropout rate from some college courses. 2
{usually disapproving, especiaily BrE) a person
who rejects the accepted ideas, morals and val-
ues of society: Many of the town’s dropouts hang
around the square.

drop 'over (especially AmE) to visit sb for a short

time at their home, without arranging a time in
advance: I think Ul just drop over to Jim's for a
while. © Why don't you drop over this evening?
EYD pop overiround

=» see @150 DROP BY
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dump on

because they have done sth wrong: He was duck fdak/

drummed out of the club.
BV throw sb out, throw sb out of sth
@ v+nipron+adv e v+n/pron +adv + prep

drum sth 'up to work hard to get sth: We're

launching a campaign to drum up more business.
© We couldn't drum up enough cash to keep the
club going.

business, support, customars

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv e v+n+adv(rare)

dry /dray/ (dries, drying. dried, dried)
dry 'off; dry shisth 'off; dry yourself 'offto

become dry; to make sh/sthyyourself dry: We lay
beside the pool to dry off in the sun. o You can use
this towel to dry yourself off o I dried the car off
with a soft cloth.

@ v+adv ¢ v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

dry 'out; dry sb 'out(informal)toreceive treat-

ment to help you stop drinking aleohol or taking
drugs; to cure sh of drinking too much aleohol or
of taking drugs: She went into a clinic to dry out.
@ v+adv « v+n/pron +adv

duck ‘out; duck ‘out of sth; duck 'out of

doing sth (informal) to avoid a responsibility
or duty, especially an unpleasant one: She ducked
out of visiting him in hospital. o You have to go,
sodon’t try ducking out.

Duck can be used with an object with the
same meaning: Don't try to duck the issue.

@ v+adv ¢ v+adv+prep

dude jau:d/

dude yourself ‘up (AmE, slang) to make your-

self more attractive and try to impress people by
wearing expensive or special clothes: He really
duded himself up for the party.

@ v+prontadv

duff aae

duff sb 'up (BrE, informal) to hit or kick sb

severely: A couple of guys duffed him up.
beat sb up
@ v+nfpron +adv

dry ‘out; dry sth 'out to become very or too  duke /diuk; AmE duk/

dry; to make sth become very or too dry: Water v ) X i

the plant regularly and don’t let the soil dryout, o uke it 'out (with sb) (AmE, slang) to fight ‘“’“h

The wind and the sun hed dried out my skin. sb using your hands tightly closed: You can’t set-
tleevery argument by duking it out. o (figurative)

@ v+adv e v+nipron+ady ¢ v+adv+n . gul
- ! t puer the last cookie.
dry 'up 1 if a supply of sth dries up, it is no You'll have to duke it out over the last coo.

@ v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n e v+n/pron +prep

drop 'into sth =nror 1N (O SB/AT...), DROP INTO S vady
STH drop 'round (BrE) =pgror BY

drop sth ‘into sth - brop soH 1x (10 seisti), Arop sth ‘round (BrE) (AmE drop sth a'tound)
DROP S$TH INTO STH (informal) to deliver sth to sb's home, ctc: I'll

. , . . drop those papers round later. i
«drop ‘off 1 (informal, especially Bri) tofall intoa sgealso ::09 STH IN (TO SB/STH), BROP STH longer available: The plan was abandoned when S vitsady
light sleep: He’s aliways dropping off in front of INTO STH the money dried up. investment, supply, dumb Janm/

the TV 158 doze off, nod off (informal) 2 if a
number, an amount or a quality drops off, it
decreases: The numbers applying for member-
ship have dropped off sharply. fall off

@ v+adv

» ‘drop-off (In sth) n a decrease: Managers are
concerned by a recent drop-off in sales.

-> see also DROP-OFF &l DROP SB/STH OFF

drop shisth 'offto stop and let sb get out of acar,
etc.; to deliver sth to a place, often when you are
on the way to somewhere else: Could you drop me
off at the station? ¢ I'm going past Jan’s house —
I could drop the cake off ¢ She dropped off some
clothes at the dry-cleaner's,
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» ‘drop-off n a place where vehicles can stop for
people to get out, or where sth can be left; the
action of doing this: It is easier to get a taxi at pes-
senger drop-off points than at flight arrival
stands.
=» see (1150 DROP-OFF at DROP OFF

drop ‘out; drop 'out of sth 1 to stop taking
part in an activity, being a member of a group,
ete: Several members of the team had to drop out
at the last minute. © She had to drop out of the
race half way through. ¢ The company had to
drop out of the deal due to rising costs. pull

& v+nipron +adv

drown jdraun/

drown sh/sth 'out if a sound drowns out

sb/sth, it is so loud that they/it cannot be heard:

The music was playing at full volume, drowning

out conversation. & Her reply was drowned out by

a passing motorbike.

noise, sound, roar, music

Drown shisth can also be used with the

same meaning: Her voice was drowned by the

crashing waves.

G v+adv+n « v+pron+adv « v+n+adv(less
Srequent)

drum /dram/ (-mm-}

drum sth 'into sb to make sb remember sth by

repeating it often: He drummed road safety into
them before letting them out on their bicycles. o
Traditional values were drummed into him from
an early age. o I had it drummed into me that 1
shouldn’t talk to strangers.

drill sth into sb

© v+ nipron + prep

.drum sb 'out; drum sb 'out of sthtoforcesb

to leave a group or an organization, usually

funds YD run out 2 (informal) to stop talking
suddenly because you cannot remember what to
say nextor are very nervous: She dried up during
the second act. o I just dried up halfway through
the interview. 3 (informal) used to tell sb rudely
to be quiet or stop talking

@ v+adv

dry 'up; dry sth 'up 1 if a river or a lake, ctc.

dries up, or sth dries it up, it becomes com-
pletely dry: The well dried up for the firsttimeina
century. & The sun dried up all the puddles. 2
(BrE, informal) to dry dishes after they have
been washed: I'll dry up if you wash the dishes. o
He dried all the dishes up and put them aioay
Dry and dry sth are also used with this
meaning.

@ v+adv s v+adv+n ¢ v+pron+adv « v+n+adv

(rare)

» dried ‘up adj 1 completely dry: They camped
in a dried-up river bed. 2 [only before noun] (dis-
approvingy (ef a person) old, with many folds
and lines on the skin, small and usually bitter or
bad-tempered: The librarian was a dried-up, bit-
ter old man.

» drying 'up n [U)(BrE, informal) the act of dry-
ing dishes after they have been washed: to do the
drying up

dumb 'down; dumb sth 'down (disapprov-

ing) to make sth too simple and therefore less
accurate and of poorer guality, by trying to make
it easier for people to understand: The pro-
gramme producers claimed they had to dumb
down. ¢ The new producer has really dumbed the
show down.

@ v+adv e ven/pron+adv e viadvtn

» dumbing ‘down n [U] the act or policy of mak-
ing sth too simple and therefore less accurate
and of poorer quality

dummy {'damif (dummies, dummying,
dummied, dummied)

dummy 'up (AmE) to say nothing: If he dummies
up, just try a little persuasion.
clam up
@ v+adv

dump jdamp/

‘dump on sb (slang) 1 to treat sb unfairly, espe-
cially by giving them too much to do or unpleas-
ant tasks: The bossdumpson Jane and shedumps
on the junior staff 2 (AmE) to criticize sb and
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make them feel unimportant or stupid: Quit
dumping on me, I'm trying my best.
¥ Dump on sb can be used in the passive:
Why do I always get dumped on?
& v+prep

‘dump on sb; 'dump sth on sb (slang, espe-
cially AmE) to tell sb all your problems: He
dumps on me every time she throws himout. ¢ She
keeps phoning me and dumping all her problems
onme.
© v+prep ¢ v+nipron + prep

dust /aast/

[dust sb/sth 'down (BrE) = pust SB/STI! OFF,
DUST YOURSELF OFF

dust sth ‘down (BrE) = pusT sTH 0FF

dust yourself 'down (Brk) 1 = busr ss/stu
OFF, DUST YOURSELF OFF 2 = DUST YOURSELF OFF

,dust sh/sth 'off, dust yourself 'off (BrEalso
(dust sh/sth 'down, dust yourself 'down) to
remove the dust or dirt from sb/sth/yourself, for
example with your hand or a brush: 8he stood up
and dusted herself down.
¥ 52¢ @IS0 DUST YOURSELF OFF
® v+nipron+adv e vtadv+n

,dust sth 'off (BrE also dust sth ‘down) to bring
sth out after it has not been used for a long time
and start to use it again: The government is dust-
ing off its plans for offshore gas and oil explor-
ation. o Some of their early songs have been
brought out and dusted down for re-release.

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv o v+n+adv(less
frequent)

dust yourself 'off (BrE also dust yourself
‘"down) to recover after a difficult or unpleasant
experience and begin again: After every disap-
pointment I just dust myself down and start
again.

- see also DUST SB/STH OFF, DUST YOURSELF OFF
@ v+pron+adv

dwell [dwel/ (dwelt, dwelt or dwelled,
dwelled)

‘dwell on sth (also 'dwell upon sth more formal)
1 to think or talk about sth for too long, espe-
cially sth unpleasant: It s time you stopped dwell-
ing on the past. the past, problems 2
(literary) to look at sth for a long time: He smiled,
hiseves dwelling on her fuce.
® v+prep

Ee

ease /iz/
aase 'back 1 (business) if profits, prices, ete.

ease back, they become a little lower, especially
after they have been high: The company’s profits
eased back from £15.1 mitlion to £14.7 million, 2
(on sth) if somebody eases back, they go a little
slower, do sth with a little less energy, are less
strict, etc. than before: The team played aggres-
sively in thefirst half of the game, but were able to
ease back in the second. o The government should
ease back on farming restrictions.

® v+adv

ease 'back into sth; ease sb/yourself

‘back into sth to gradually become familiar
again with sth you have not done for some time;
to help sb become familiar again with sth they
used to do: Smith is gradually easing back into
running after his injury. o It’s time to ease the
kids back into the school routine. o The ease back
process is designed to reduce the chance of re-
injury.

-» see also EASE INTO STH, EASE. SB/YOURSELF
INTO 8TH

& v+adv+prep « v+n/pron+adv + prep

ease 'into sth; ease sh/yourself ‘into sth

to gradually become, or help sb become, familiar
with sth new, especially a new job: to ease info
retirement ¢ g course for easing people inlo the
world of computing

- see also EASE BACK INTO STH, EASE SB/YOUR-
SELF BACK INTO 8TH

© v+prep « v+n/pron +prep

.ease 'off 1 to gradually become less strong or

unpleasant: Eventually the rain started to ease off
© The pain eased off after a few hours. 2 to go
slower or make less effort: He eased off in the last
lap and still won. 578 slack off
& v+adv

,ease sb 'out; ease sb ‘'out of sthtomakesb
leave their job or position, especially by making
it difficult or unpleasant for them over a period
of time: He was eased out of his job as presiden-
tial adviser:
Enase sb out is often used in the passive.
@ venipron+adv e vtadv+n e

v+ n/pron + adv + prep

ease 'up 1 (on sth) to go slower or make less
effort; to do sth less: The doctor told him to ease
up. © I'd ease up on the training a bit if Iwereyois.
2 (on sb) to start being less severe with sh: [
think you shotd ease up on the kids a bit.
® v+adv

eat it/ (ate jet, ert (especially AmE){, eaten

[

eat sth a'way to gradually damage or destroy

sth over a period of time: Something was eating
away the foliage. & Some of the stone had been
eaten away by pollution. o The sen iseating away
the coastline.

“» 52¢ al50 EAT AWAY AT STH

@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

.eat a'way at sb to worry sbover along period of

time: Jealousy is eating away at him.
@ v+adv+prep

.eat a'way at sth to gradually damage or des-

troy sth over a period of time: Pollution is eating
away at the sione. © Resentment ate away at their
relationship.

-3 See aiSO EAT STH AWAY

@ v+adv+prep

.eat 'In 1 to have a meal at home rather thanata

restaurant: Are you eating in tonight? J5¢%) oat
out 2 (also eat sth 'In) (especially BrE) to buy
and eat food at a restaurant, rather than taking it
away to eat: Is this food to et in or take away?
JCFF take sth away (especially BrE)

& v+adv 2also v+n/pron+adv

'@at into sth 1 to gradually damage or destroy

sth: Woodworm had eaten into most of the furni-
ture, 2 to use or take away a large part of sth
valuable, especially money or time: My work
began to eat into the weekends. profits, ime
© v+prep

.eat ‘out to have ameal in a restaurant, etc. rather

than at home: We ate out almost every night.
I dine out (formal) eat in
@ v+adv

.eat 'up used to tell sb to eat quickly or to eat
everything they have been given: Eat up! You'll
be late for school.
-» See SO EAT STH LD 1
& v+adv

.eat sb 'up if an emotion such as anger. guilt, etc.
eats sb up, it worries them all the time and they
cannot think of anything else: The anger was
eating her up inside.
B0 consume sb (formal)
Eat sb up is often used in the passive: He's
eaten up by jealousy.
@ v+nfpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

eat sth 'up 1 to eat all the food you have been
given: Eat up your broceoli. It's good for you. -» see
also EaT up 2 (informal, especially BrE) to use



obb

large quantities of sth, for example fuel or elec-
tricity: His extravagance is eating up our profits.
© The van really eats up petroligas.

@ v+adv+n « v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (rare)

ebb /eb/

ebb a'way to gradually become weaker and
begin to disappear: His confidence ebbed away.
strength, enthuslasm, anger
& viadv

edge jcds/

edge shisth 'out; edge sb/sth 'out of sthto
gradually move sb out of their job or position,
especially by taking their place yourself: to grad-
nally defeat sb: Be careful he doesn’t edge you out
of your job altogether. & She was edged out of the
semi-final by her younger rival.
@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvin e

v+n/pron +adv +prep

edge 'up if prices, etc. edge up, they gradually
increase: Inflation is edging up.
@ v+adv

edit ey

,edit sth 'out; edit sth ‘out of sth to remove
words or phrases from a book, programme, etc.
before it is published or shown: The swear words
were edited out (of the song). o He must have
edited a lot of the interview out. & Read through
your work and edit out anything repetitive or
irrelevant.

@ v+nipron+adv e viadvin e
v+nfpron + adv + prep

eff o1

eff 'off (BrE, A) a rude way of telling sb to go
away, used instead of fuck off
® v+adv

egyg jeq/

.egg sb 'on (to do sth) to encourage sb to do sth,
especially sth foolish or wrong: Egged on by his
classmates, he climbed o bit higher: o The other
lads were egging themon to fight.
urge sb/sth on (to sth/to do sth)

@ v+njpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

eke /ik/

eke sth ‘'out 1 to make a small supply of sth last
longer by using only a little at a time or by add-
ing sth else to it: She eked out the stew to make
another meal. Income, supplies 2 eke 'out
sth, eke itithem ‘out (literary) to manage to live
with very little money: She eked out a living by
selling what she could grow. living, exist-

ence A noun must always follow out, buta
pronoun comes between the verb and out.
G 1v+adv+n e v+pron+adv e v+n+adv(less
Sfrequent)
2v+adv+n e vipron+ady

elaborate /rizborert;/

o'laborate on/upon sth to explain or describe
sth in a more detailed way. He said he was resign-
ing but did not elaborate on his reasons.
enlarge on/upon sth
& v+prep

elbow /eibas; AmE bou)

;elbow sb/sth a'side/out; elbow sbssth
‘out of sth to force sb or sth out of a position or
job: The story was on the front page, elbowing
aside the peace talks. o Wrestling elbowed judo
out of the 1994 Games. ¢ He was elbowed out of
power.

@ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+adv ¢
v+ nfpron + adv + prep

embark /mbak; AmEmbark/

em'bark on/upon sth (formal)tostart todosth
new, important or difficult: The government has
embarked upon a programme of reforms. o He
travelled for a year, before embarking on graduate
studies.
programine, career, Course, journey
© v+prep

empty {'empti/ (empties. emptying, emptied,
emptilad)

empty ‘out; empty 'out of sthif aplace emp-
ties out, or people empty out of a place, it
becomes empty of people: Af 11.30 the restaurant
emptied out (- people left it). o People were emply-
ing outof barsandclubs.
Empty and empty sth are also used with
this meaning.
® v+adv ¢ v+adv+prep

ampty sth 'out; empty ath 'out of sth to
remove all the things from inside a container: He
emptied the bag out onto the table. © Don’t empty
the bath water out! o I was asked to empty every-
thing out of my pockets.
Empty sth is used more frequently with
this meaning than empty sth out.
@ v+nipron+adv e viadv+n e

v+ nfpron + adv + prep

encroach /mkroutf: AmE inkroutfj

en‘croach on sth (aiso en'croach upon sth
more formal) 1 to use up too much of sb's time,
personal life, ctc.; to begin to affect sh: She tried
to prevent her work from encroaching too far on
her private life. cut into sth (less formal)
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anter on

2 to gradually spread over more and more of an
area: New housing is starting to encroach upon
the surrounding fields. territory, land

& v+prep

end jend/
‘end in sth 1o have sth as an ending or as a result:

Many adverbs in English end in -Iy. ¢ His first
attempt to run a marathon ended in disaster o
The partnership between the tiwo companies could
all end in tears (= have an unhappy or unpleas-
ant result).

fallure, disaster, divorce, a draw

® v+prep

.end 'up; end 'up doing sthtoreach or cometo

a particular place or situation that you did not
expect or intend to be in: He ended up in prison. <
I don't want to end up worse off than when I
started, o I expect I'll end up paying, as usual. <
If youdrive like that, you could end up dead!
I3Y® finish up, finlsh up doing sth; wind up,
wind up doing sth (informal)

[ In this meaning, end up is nearly always
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin-
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. « Note that
this phrasal verb does not mean the same as end:
Classesend at 4p.m.

@ v+adv e v+adv+-ing

endear im'ds@); AmE ‘du/

en‘dear shiyourself to sb (formal) to make
shivourself loved or liked by sb: He managed to
endear himself to my entire family. © The govern-
ment’s record on employment did not endear them
to the voters.
@ v+nfpron + prep

endow /mday;

en'dow sb/sth with sth (formal) 1 to give sb
sth, such as a particular quality, responsibility,
etc: Theyendowed their children with remarkable
names. ¢ The job endows its holder with great
prestige. 2 to imagine or believe that shisth has a
particular quality: They endowed certain plants
with almost magical healing qualities.
@ v +nfpron + prep

he en'dowed with sth to naturally have a par-
ticular skill, quality, feature, etc: He is endowed
with both intelligence and good looks. & machines
endowed with amazing powers ¢ The islands are
well endowed with ponds, lakes and streams.
@ he+v+prep

engage /in'gerds/

en'gage in sth; en'gage In doing sth;
en'gage sb in sth; en'gage sb In doing
sth (formal) to take part in sth; to make sb take
part in sth; to be busy doing sth: Lecturersengage

in teaching and research. ¢ She tried to engage
him in conversation. o He was engaged in run-
ning a small business.
activities, research, business, discussion
& v+prep ¢ v+nipron + prep

be en’'gaged on/upon sth (formal) todo sth; to
be involved in doing sth: He is engaged on a biog-
raphy of his father.
G be+v+prep

enlarge /miads; AmE -lards/

en'large on/upon sth (formal) to say or write
more about sth you have mentioned: I'll enlarge
on this point later.
elaborate on/upon sth

® v+prep

enquire {also Inquire especially AmE)
i kwara(r)/

en'quire after sb (formal) to ask about sb's
health or about what they are doing: My mother
enqguired after yvou and the baby.
ask after sb (less formal)
® v+prep

en'quire into sth (formal, especinlly BrE) to try
to find out the facts about sth: The committee are
enquiring into the employment of children.
YR investigate sth
Enguire inte sth can be used in the
passive.
© v+prep

en'quire sth of sb (formal) to ask sb sth: 4re
you able to come with us? she enquired of Will.
@ v+speech+prep

enter rentar)/

‘enter into sth (formal) 1 (with sb) to begin to
discuss or deal with sth: The government agreed
ta enter into negotiations. © The examiners can-
notenter into any correspondence over the results.
gotiati , correspond contract
Enter into sth can be used in the passive
in this meaning. 2 (with sb) to begin or become
involved in a formal agreement: The government
has entered into an agreement with the World
Bank. ¢ It is vital that the comtract be freely
entered into. agreement B Enter into
sth can be used in the passive in this meaning. 3
to affect a situation or be an important part of it:
Luck didn't enter into it; I won because of my
skili. it
© v+prep

‘enter on/upon sth (formal) to make a start on
sth; to begin sth: The economy entered on a period
of sustained growth. ¢ In 1991, he entered upon a
turbulent political career:

[OEW Enter on/upon sth can be used in the
passive.
© v+prep
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entitle /m'tasty)

en'titie ab to sth to give sb a right to have or do
sth: This ticket entitles you to a free meal. o All
children are entitled to education. o I think I'm
entitied to an explanation.
Entitle sb to sth is often used in the
passive,
@ v+nlpron+prep

entrust mtrasy/

en'trust A to B; en'trust B with Atomakesb
responsible for deing sth or for taking care of sb:
I couldn’t entrust my children to strangers. ¢ Can
you entrust an assistant with the task?
@ v +nlpron + prep

equate jikwert/

e'quate to sth to be equal to sth: Do my qualifi-
cations equate to any in your country? o Produc-
tion costs for the movie equated to around 30% of
income.
® v+prep

e'quate sth with sth to consider that sth is the
same as sth else, or equal in value or importance:
He equates success with material wealth.
& v+nipron + prep

etch /oty

be ‘setched into/on sth; be ‘etched with
sthif afeeling is etched into/on sb's face or sb's
face is etched with a particular feeling, that
feeling can be seen very clearly: Tiredness and
despair were elched into his face. © Anthea’s face
was etched with horror.
& be +v+prep
&Il be etched on your 'heart’'memory/mind if
sth is etched on your memory, you remember
it because it has made a very strong impression
on you

even ivn/

.even 'out if sth evens out, it becomes level or
steady after a period when it has gone up and
down or changed a lot: The puth evens out further
on. ¢ House prices will eventually even out.

@ v+adv

.even sth ‘out to spread sth equally over a num-
ber of people or a period of time: She tried to even
out the work among the staff
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

.even sth 'up to make a situation, a competition,
ete. more equal: If I giveyou another £5, that will
ever: things up a bit.

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

expand /ik'spand/

ex'pand on sth (also ex'pand upon sth more for-
mal) to give more information or details about
sth you have said or written: Could you expand
oR your earlier staternent?
point, atatement
B Expand on/upon sth can be used in the
passive.
® v+prep

explain fik’splem/

ex plain sth a'way to give reasons why you
should not be blamed for sth or why sth is not as
important or as bad as people think: How will
you explain away the loss of two cars?
@& v+adv+n e vinipron +adv

€Y@ jai/ (ayeing or eying, ayed, eyed)

eye sb 'up (informal, especially BrE)tolook at sb
in a way that shows that you are interested in
them, especially in a sexual way: She’s eyeing me
up as a potential customer. & He was eyeing up all
the wornen at the party.
© vn/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

oye sth 'up (informal, especially BrE) to look
closely at sth, because you want it or are inter-
ested in it Are you eyeing up that strawberry
tart?
Have your eye on sth has a similar
meaning.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv

Ff

face jfors/

face sb 'down (especially AmE) to oppose or
defeat sb by dealing with them directly and confi-
dently: The President is determined to face down
his critics.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

face 'off (AmE) 1 (sport) to start a game such as
ice hockey: The teams face off at 2.30. 2 to get
ready to argue, fight or compete with sb: Thecan-
didates face off in a Democratic primary today.
& v+adv
» 'face-off n (AmE) 1 a method of beginning a
game such as ice hockey 2 an argument or a fight

face 'onto sth if a room or a building faces
onto sth, the windows look in that direction: The
Jront bedroom faces onto a main road.
@ v+prep

face 'up to sthtoaccept and deal with adifficult
or unpleasant situation: When is she going to face
up to her responsibilities? ¢ He must face up to
the fact that he is no longer young.
fact, reality, problem, responsibilities
square up (to sb/sth)
Face up to sth can be used in the passive:
This problem has got to be faced up to.
@ v+adv+prep

factor fekto(r)/

factor sth 'In; factor sth 'Into sth (especially
AmE) to include a particular fact or situation
when you are calculating sth, or thinking about
or planning sth: When you estimated the cost of
the repairs, you forgot to fuctor in the labour. ¢
factor sth out, factor sth out of sth
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron+adv e v+n/pron + prep
factor sth 'out; factor sth ‘out of sth (espe-
cially AmE) to not include a particular fact or
situation when you are calculating sth, or think-
ing about or planning sth: When inflation is
Sfactored out, the trade deficit fell 12.8%.
factor sth In, factor sth into sth
@ v+nfpron+adv e v+adv+n e
v+ n/pron + adv + prep

fade /feiq/

fade a'way 1 to gradually become less strong,
clear or frequent and disappear: His footsteps
gradually faded away. o Her enthusiasm will
soon fade away. 578 die away EFIH Fade can
also be used with this meaning, especially in
more formal English. 2 (of a person) to become
weaker and die: She’s fading away rapidly.
G v+adv

fade 'in; fade sth 'in if asound or apictureina
film/movie, etc. fades in, or sb fades it in, it
gradually becomes louder or clearer
1&FP) fade out, fade sth out
@ v+adv ¢ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» 'fade-in 7 (U] [C] an act of gradually makinga
picture appear at the beginning of a scene ina
film/movie

fade 'out; fade 'out of sth to become quieter,
weaker, etc. and gradually disappear: The protest
eventually fuded out. o She looked a strong candi-
date, but then faded out of the picture.
@ v+adv « v+adv +prep

fade 'out; fade sth ‘out if asound or apicture
in a film/movie, etc, fades out or sh fades it out,
it gradually becomes quieter or loss clear: Near
the end of the song he fuded out the music.
fade in, fade sth in
@ v+adv e venjpron+ady ¢ v+adv+n
» 'tade-out n[U][Clan act of gradually makinga
picture disappear at the end of a scene in a
fBim/movie

faff et

faff a’bout/a'round (BrE, spoken, informal) to
waste time doing unimportant things and not get
very much done: Stop faffing about.
@ v+ady

fake jferk/

fake sb 'out(AmE. informal) to deceive or trick
sb; to make sb think you are going todo one thing
and then do another: He thought I was going to
turn left, but I faked him out.
@ v+niprontadv e v+adv+n

fall £/ (Fell {fel/tailen /'falan/)

~ about ~in with
94 ~apart ~into

- away 95 ~off

~back ~on

~backon ~out

~ behind ~ over

~ behind withfin ~ through

~ down ~to

~ down on ~ under

~ for ~ upon

~in

fall a'bout (BrE, informal) to laugh a lot: We all
fell about at her idea. o He's rude to the audience
and yet they fall about laughing.
©® v+adv
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fall a'part 1 to be old or in bad condition and
break or break into pieces: If you buy cheap
shoes, they'll fall apart after a few months. ¢ My
dictionary is falling apart now, I've used it so
much. coma apart 2 to have 50 many prob-
lems that it is no longer possible to exist or oper-
ate: The whole country’s fulling apart. o After my
marriage fefl apart I moved away. 3 (informal) to
have so many problems or worries that vou can
no longer think or behave normally: I fell apart
when she left.
@ v+adv
X1 be falling apart at the ‘'seams to have a lot of
problems and be starting to fail

fall a‘'way 1 (from sth) to break off or separate
from a swiace: The plaster was falling away in
big chunks. 2 (of land, a road, etc.) to slope down:
The ground falls away abruptly to the right. 3 to
gradually disappear: Gradually, all his cares and
worries fell away. o When things got difficult, his
supporters all fell away. 4 (especially BrE) to get
less or smaller: The number of applicants has
Sallen away sharply. 3 see also ¥ALL OFF
@ v+adv

fall "back 1 to fail to stay with people at the front
in a race: Betts had been leading, but fell back
with 10lapsto go. drop back = see also FaLL
BEHIND, FALL BEHIND 8B/STH 2 to move or turn
back away from sth or sb: When the troops moved
Jorward, the crowd fell back. retreat (;more
Jormal) 3 (BrE, finance)y to decrease in value or
amount: Prices rose by more than 10% before full-
ing back slightly.
@ v+adv

fall ‘back on sh/sth (also fall 'back upon
sb/sth more formaly to use sbisth when the situ-
ation is difficult or other people/things have
failed: It’s very hard if you have no family to fatl
buack on. < He could always fall back on his old
Jokes.
© v+adv+prep
» ‘fallback n a plan or course of action that you
can use if sth else fails: @ fallback position

fail be'hind; fall be'hind sb/sth to fail to stay
with other people or things, especially in a race
or competition: I fell further and further behind.
¢ The industry is falling behind the rest of Eur-
ope. & He feil behind the rest of the class.
FYR) drop behind, drop behind shisth
- see also FALL BACK 1
G v+adv e v+prep

fall be'hind withyin sth to not do sth or pay sth
at the right time: She fell behind with the rent. ¢
He began fulling behind in his schoolwork.
payments, school work
® v+adv+prep

fall 'down 1 to suddenly stop standing: f thought
the whole house was falling down. < Her legs were
su weak thaf she fell down on her knees. 2 to drop
to the ground: His trousers were falling down. o
Alumpof the ceiling fell down. 3 (only used in the
progressive tenses) (of a building) to be in
extremely bad condition: It’s a beautiful house
but it’s falling down. 4 (of an idea, an argument,
a method. etc.) to be shown to be not true or not
good enough: That's where the theory falls down.
@ v+adv
» 'downfall n the loss of sh's power. position,
maoney, ete.; the thing that causes this
fall ‘'down on sth (BrE, informal) to fail to do
sth correctly or successfully: The suggestion was
that he was falling down on the job.
job
& v+adv+prep
‘fall for shi/sth (informal) to be attracted to
shfsth; to fall in love with sbisth: He fell for a
young student. o We fell for the farmhouse as soon
as we sauw it.
& v+prep
‘fall for sth (informal)to be tricked into believing
sth is true when it is not: You didn't fall for that
old trick, did you?
® v+prep
fall 'in 1 if a roof or a ceiling falls in, it drops to
the ground: The roof of the cave fell in. 2 (of sol-
diers) to move into a line fall out
® v+adv
fall 'in with sb (informal) to join sb; to become
involved with sb: She fell in with a bad crowd,
@ v+ady +prep
fall 'in with sth (BrE) to agree fo or support a
plan or an idea, especially when you do not really
want to: He always expects me to fall in with his
plans.
plans BY® go along with sbisth
& v+adv+prep
fall 'into sth 1 tobegin tobe ina particular state:
He fell into a deep sleep. o The tramuway fell into
disuse in the 1920s. o We mustn’t fall into this
error (= make this mistake). o He's fallen into
arrears with the rent (= he is late in paying it).
disuse, disrepair 2 to begin to do sth or
become involved in sth: I fell into the habit of
having a nap after dinner. o She feil into conuver-
sation with her neighbour the habit of...,
conversation 3 to be able to be divided into sth:
Computer viruses fall into three broad categories.
two groups, three categorles, etc. 4 to
belong to a particular group or class: Only 25% of
people fall into this group. category, group,
class, etc.
& v+prep

95

farm

Fall 'off to decrease in quantity or quality: Attend-
ance has failen off recently. & The standard of
cooking fell off when the old chef left.

BY® drop off

3 see a0 FALL AWAY 4

@ v+adv

» ‘fall-off (BrE also 'falling-off less frequent)
(in/of sth) n [sing.] a decrease in the quality of
sth: a fall-off in attendancelinterestisales

fall 'off: fall ‘off sth if something falls off or
falls off sth, it becomes separated from the thing
it is juined to: The door handle has fallen off o
Put the picture up properly - - we don't want it to
Jalloff the wall.

@& v+adv e vprep

‘fall on sb/sth (also ‘fall upon sb/sth more for-
mal) (especially BrE) 4 to be the responsibility or
duty of a particular person or organization:
Most of the cost fell on us. © When he died, the
responsibility of the business fell on his son. 2 if
your eyes fall on sb/sth, you suddenly see or
notice thenvit: My eve fell on a letter she had left
on the table. 3 to attack sb/sth with energy or
enthusiasm: The children fell on the food with
cries of delight. o (figurative) He fell on the draw-
ings and examined them closely. food
& v+prep

fall 'out 1 (of hair, teeth etc.) to become loose and
drop out: The chemotherapy made her hair fall
out. 2 (with sb) (over/about sth) (especially BrE)

to have an argument with sb and stop being
friendly with them: It's not worth falling out
about this. ¢ Why have you fallen out with him? o
They fell out over their father's will. 3 (of sol-
diers) to move out of lines fall in
@ v+adv
» falling-'out 2 [sing.] (especially BrEyaquarrel:
We've had a bit of a falling-out.
» ‘fallout n {U] 1 dangerous (radioactive) dust
that is in the air after a nuclear explosion or acci-
dent 2 the bad results of a situation: the current
crisis and its political fallout

fall 'over to be unable to stay standing and fall to
the ground: (especially Brk) He lost his balance
and fell over. o His bike fell over.
@ v+adv

fall ‘over sbisth to hit sbisth with your foot
when yvou are walking or running and fall or
almost fall; Mind you don’t fall over the boxes.
=YD trip over sh/sth
& vtprep
fall ‘over yourself to do sth (informal) to be
very cager to do sth: Recording companies were
Sfalling over themselves to sign the band.

fali ‘through to fail to be completed; to not hap-
pen: Our travel plans have fallen through. o The
deal fell through.
[sued deal
@ v+adv

‘fall to sb (to do sth) to become the duty or
responsibility of a particular person: The task of
telling them the news fell to me. ¢ It falls to the
police to ensure that demonstrations are well
organized.

@ v+prep

‘fall to sth; 'fali to doing sth (literary) to start
doing sth: Little Red Riding Hood and the wolf
fell io talking. o They fell to it with gusto.
© v+prep

‘fall under sth 1 to belong to or be included in a
particular group of things: What heading do
these items fall under? 884 heading 2 to begin to
be controlled or influenced by shsth: I realized I
was falling under her spell. o The education
system fell under the control of the church. [bg]]
spell
@ v+prep

‘fall upon sh/sth - raLL ON SB/STH

familiarize (aiso familiarise) jfomilisrarz;

fa'miliarize sbryourself with sth to teach sb
about sth or to learn about sth until you know it
well: I familiarized myself with everyone’s name
before the meeting.
@ v+ nfpron + prep

fan /fen; (-nn-y

fan 'out to spread out over an area from a central
point: Searchers fanned out over the area where
the missing child was last seen. o Five main roads
Jun out from the village.
& v+adv

fan sth ‘out if a bird fans out its feathers, it
spreads them out: The peacock fanned out its tail.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

fancy /fensi/ (fancies. fancying, fancied,
fancled)

fancy sth ‘up (AmkE, informal) to make sth look
more attractive by adding decoration to it: Ffane-
ied up the dress with some pearts. ¢ Youdon't need
o fancy up your web puages.
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron +adv

farm Hfamm; AmE feerm/

farm sb 'out (to sb) (informal, disapproving) to
arrange for sb you are responsible for. especially
a child, to be cared for by other people: When he
was little, he was often farmed out to family
[friends.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

farm sth ‘out (to sb) (informal) to send or give
work to other people to do: We farm a lot of the
work out to other companies.
& v+nipron+adv & v+adv+n
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fart ifat Amefart)

fart a'round (Br& also fart a'bout) (A, stang) to
waste time, especially by behaving in a silly way:
Stop farting around and behave yourself!
MER A more polite. informal way to express this
is mess around or, in British English, mess
about.
O v+ady

fasten facsn; AmE fesn/

‘fasten on sh/sth; ‘fasten sth on shysth if
your eyes fasten on sb/sth, or you fasten your
eyes on sb/sth, you look at them for a long time:
All eyes in the room fastened on me. ¢ She fas-
tened her guze on him.

@ v+prep « v+nipron +prep

‘fasten on/onto sth (also 'fasten upon sth more
Jormad) 1 to hold sth firmly: The cheetah's jaw
Sastened on the gazelle's throat. 2 to choose sth
and give it all your attention or interest: When
she fastens on an idea, there's no stopping her. T&3}
idea, word, fact
© v+prep

‘fasten sth on/onto shysth to direct feelings
such as blame, hope, etc. towards sh: The hlame
hasn’t been fustened on anybody yet.

BE] blame, hopes
@ v+n/pron+prap

fasten 'up; fasten sth ‘up (Br&)toclose, or to
make sth close, with buttons, straps, efc: The
dress fastens up at the front. ¢ Fasten yvour jacket
up--- it's getting cold.
jacket, coat ITY® do up, do sth up (espe-
cially BrEy
CEER Fasten and fasten sth can also be used
with the same meaning.

@ v+adv « v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

‘fasten upon sth = rasTEx ON/ONTO STH

fathom /f=oem/

fathom sbysth ‘out (Br¥)to understand how sb
thinks and acts; to find an explanation for sth: /
can't fathom her out — she says one thing then
does another ¢ Have you fathomed ouwt how fo
work the video yet?
work sb out; work sth out
Fathom sh/sth out is not used in the
passive.
@ v+nipron+adv

fatten /t=uwy

fatten 'up; fatten sh/sth 'up to become fatter;
to give an animal or a person a lot of food so that
they become fatter: The sheep fattened up quickly.
o We'refattening the livestock up for slaughter.
@ v+adv e v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

fax fmks/

fax 'in; fax sth 'In to send a fax (= a message
sent using a machine that sends and receives
messages or documents along telephone wires
and then prints them) to an organization, a com-
pany, a television or radio programme, etc: View-
ers are invited to fax in with their comments. ©
Orders can be either phoned or faxed in to us.
@ v+adv e vinpron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

Fax sth ‘on (to sbisth) to send a fax (= a message
sent using a machine that sends and receives
messages or documents along telephone wires
and then prints them) that you have received to
sb else for them to see or deal with: Please email
or fax thison to a friend.

[fax sth "out tosend afax (:- a message sent using
a machine that sends and receives messages or
documents along telephone wires and then
prints them) to a large number of people at the
same time: Draft proposals will be fuxed out for
comment af the end of May.

B v+nipron+adv s v+adv+n

fax sth ‘through to send sb a fax (- a message
sent using a machine that sends and receives
messages or documents along telephone wires
and then prints them) with details of or informa-
tion about sth
@& v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

fear /for); AmE )

‘fear for shisth (literary) to be anxious or wor-
ried about sbisth: Lfear for her safety. © When he's
away al sea, { really fear for him.
life, safety, future
® v+prep

feed i/ (fed, fed jfed/)

feed 'back (intofto sth) if sth feeds back to/into
sth, it returns to the place, situation, idea, ete.
that it started from and has an effeet, usually a
good one, on its development: Rising import
prices tend to feed back into domestic prices. &
What the audience says feeds back into the devel-
apment of the programme.
® v+adv

feed sth 'back (to sb) to give information,
advice or opinions about a product, sb’s work,
etc.. especially so that it can be improved: We will
Jeed this information back to the company. o The
results of the tests will be fed back to the schools.
B8 information
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n
» feedback 2 [U] 1 information, advice or opin-
ions about how good a product, sb's work, ete. is:
We got a lot of positive feedback about the pro-
gramme. 2 an unpleasant noise produced by
some electrical equipment when some of the
power returns to the system
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feed sth 'in; feed A ‘into B: 'feed B with A
to put sth into a machine: You'll need to feed the
paper in by hand. < to feed information into a
computer o He fed roins into the meter. & He fed
the meter with coins.

@ v+nfpron+adv « v+adv+n « v+n/pron +prep

‘feed on/off sth 1 (of an animal, etc.) to use sth
as food; to eat sth: to be nourished or strength-
ened by sth: This bat feeds on fruit. 2 (often disap-
proving) to become stronger because of sth else:
The media feed off each other’'s stories.
® v+prep

feed 'through (to sh/sthsinte sth} to reach sbysth
after going through a process or a system: Rises
in prices feed through to higher wage claims. o It
will take time for the higher rates to feed through
to inveseiors.

& v+adv

feed sh/sth 'up (Br&) to give extra food to a per-
son or an animal to make them stronger and
more healthy: You look as if you need feeding up a
bit.

@ v+n/pron+adv e viadv+n

‘feed B with A = FeED sTH IN, FEED A INTO B,

FEED B witd A

feel iy (teit, foit ifelt))

‘feel for sb to have sympathy for sh:  really felt
Jor her, bringing up her children alone. o 1 do feel
Jor you, honestly.
© v+prep

[feel sb 'up (informal) to touch sb in a sexual way
when they do not want you to
@ v+nipron+adv

feel 'up to sth; feel 'up to doing sth to feel
capable of doing sth, physically or mentally: If
you feel up to i, we could walk into town, o I
don’t really feel up to seeing anyone.

@ v+adv+prep

fence ffens/

fence sb ‘'in to restrict sb’s freedom: We've been
Jenced in by rules and regulations for tov long.
7D hem sbfsth in
Fence sb in is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n

fence sth 'in to surround sth with a fence: The
grounds are fenced in by barbed wire.
Fence sth in is often used in the passive.
@ v+apron+adv « v+adv+n

fence sth 'off to separate one area from another
with a fence, often to stop people or animals from
entering: We've fenced off the vegetahle patch to
stop the rabbils from getting in.
© v+adv+n « v+nlpron+adv

fend {fend/

fend for your'self to take care of yourself with-
out needing any help from other people: We were
brought up to fend for ourselves when we were still
quite young.
© v +prep+pron

fend shisth 'off to defend or protect yourself
from shésth: The minister had to fend off some
awkward questions. < She managed to fend her
attackers off for sometime. © She held up her arm
to fend him off
£E]) attack, question, criticism
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+ady ¢ v+n+adv(less

Sfreguent)

ferret [feritf

farret 'out sth: ferret itthem 'out (informal)
to discover sth by searching thoroughly or ask-
ing a lot of questions: She’s determined (o ferref
out the truth.
@83 information, the truth
A noun must always follow out, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and out.
@ v+ady+n e v+pron+adv

fess jfes/

fess 'up (to sth)i(to sb) (about sth) (informal,
especially AmE) to admit that you have done sth
wrong: Comeon, fess up. [ know there’s something
you’re not telling me. o How many stolen cars did
they fess up to?
Y own up (to sth/to doing sth); confess (to
sthito doing sth) (more formal)
& v+adv

fetch et/

fetch 'up (infermal, especially BrE) to arrive
somewhere by chance: The boat finally fetiched up
on ¢ sandy beach. o He travelled around Europe
Jor a while and finally fetched up in Naples.
end up

@ v+ady

fiddle inay

fiddle a'bout/a'round (Brg&, informal to spend
your time doing nothing or doing sth that is not
important: He's fiddling around in the garage.
mess around
@ v+adv

fight ;fart/ (fought, fought /fo:t))

fight 'back (against sb/sth) to defend yourself
with actions or words when sb attacks you or
causes you problems: The team fought back to
win the game. © Don’t let them bully you. Fight
back!
& v+adv
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fight 'back sth; fight ittthem 'back to try
hard not to show your feelings or not to do sth:
She tried to fight back the tears.
tears, urge
A noun must always follow back, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and back.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv

fight 'down sth; fight it'them ‘down to try
hard not to show an emotion that you are start-
ing to feel: He fuught down a rush of panic. © She
Jought down the anger that was rising in her.
dasire, impulse, panic
A noun must always follow down, but a
pronoun comes between the verb and down.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron +adv

fight sbrsth '0ff to resist shisth or make themyit
go away, by fighting against them/fit: She man-
aged to fight her attackers off o The company
Jought off tough competition.
attack, {liness
@ vnipron+adv « v+adv+n

fight 'out sth; fight it 'out to fight or argue
about sth until it is settled: We mustn’t interfere.
Let them fight it out betweer: themselves. o The
tearns fought out a (-0draw.
battle, struggle, draw
A noun must always follow out, bui a
pronoun comes between the verb and out.
@ v+adv+n e v+pron+ady

figure Pfigalry, AmE 'frgjer/

‘figure on sth; ‘figure on sb/sth doing sth
(informual, especially AmE) to include sth in your
plans; to plan sth; We hadn't figured on a long
delay at the airport. © I figure on being in New
York in January.

@ vrprep

figure shy/sth 'out to come to understand sbfsth
by thinking cavefully: I never could figure him
out. & Canyou figure out what's going on?

B¥ work sb out; work sth out

Figure shfsth out is often followed by a
question word such as how, what, why, etc: Ican’t
figure out why hequit hisjob.

® v+nfpron+adv « v+radv+n

figure sth 'out to calculate the total amount of
sth: Have you figured out how much it will cost?
work sth out
Figure sth out is often followed by a ques-
tion word such as what, how much, etc,

@ v+adv+n e v+nlpron +adv

file /fany

file sth a'way to put papers, documents, etc.
away in a place where you can find them easily:
Everything is filed away in drawers.
@ v+nipron+adyv e v+adv+n

fill /y

fill 'in (for sb) to take sb's place for a short time

and do the work they normally do: Who’s filling
in for you while yoit're away?
@ v+adv

fill sb 'in (on sth) 1o give sb all the details about

sth that has happened: Can you £l me in on
what’s been happening while I was away?
G v+nipron+adv ¢« v+adv+n

fill sth 'in 1 (also fill sth ‘out especially AmE) to

complete a form, etc, by writing information on
it: You could fill in an application form now. ¢
Fill in the blank spaces with one of these words. ©
L've keft gaps on the sheet for you to fill in the
details. G81) form, detalls 2 to fill sth, such as a
hole, a crack, etc. completely with a substance:
We'll have to fill the holes in with centent. S8
hole, crack 3 (especially Brk) to spend time
while you are waiting for sbisth: How shall we
Sill in the time until he arrives?

@ v+adv+n e v+nfpron+adv (less frequent)

fill ‘out to become larger. rounder or fatter: The

baby's filled out a lot recently.
& v+adv

fill sth 'out 1 to make sth larger or more com-

plete: We'll need to fill the story out to make ¢ fufl
page article. 2 (especially AmE) = ¥l §THIN |
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

fill 'up; fill sth 'up 1 (with sb/sth) if a container

or a place fills up or sb fills it up, it becomes
completely full: The restaurant was beginning to
fll up. © She filled her glass up again. ¢ People
began filling up the empty seats. 2 (with sth) to fill
your vehicle with petroligas, otc: I need fo fill up
with petrol before we go. o Fill the tunk up with
diesel.

@ v+adv e v+nipron+adv « vtadv+n

» ‘fill-up 2 (AmE) the action of filling sth, par-
ticularly of filling a car with petrol/gas

fill shiyourself 'up to give sbalotof food so that

they feel full; to eat as much as you can: The
meals at school never fill me up. © Kat lots of
pasta to fill yourself up.

& v+nipron+adv

filter /e
filter sth 'out to remove sth from a substance by

passing it through a special substance or device:
Use a sun cream to filter out ultraviolet rays.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron + adv

find jfamd/ (found, found /favnd/)
‘find against sb (low) to decide in a court of law

that sb is guilty: The court found against the
defendant.
® v+prep
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'find for sb (law) to decide in a court of law that

sb is innocent: The jury found for the defendant.
© v+prep

sth 'out (about sth/sb) to learn a fact, a piece of
information, or the truth about sth/sh: She won't
be happy when she finds out about this. ¢ ‘What
did she say?' ‘You'll find out soon enough.’ ¢
When did you find out (that) she was ill? ¢ I never
Jfound out exactly what happened. ¢ How did you
find that out?

Find out is often used with question words
such as how, what, when, etc: It took me a while to
find out what he was really like. o Did you ever
find out who did it? + It you find sth out, you do
so either by chance or by asking or studying. You
can discover a piece of information that other
people know but you didn't. You can also dis-
cover sth before anyone else does.

@ v+adv e viadv+n e vepron+adv o v+ntadv

(rare)

find sb ‘out (informal) to discover that sb has

been dishonest or has done sth wrong: If you're
ever found out, you'll go to prison.

Find sb out is often used in the passive.

© v+nipron +adv

finish ffmif/

finish 'off (with sth), finish sth 'off (with sth)

(informal) to have sth as the last part of sth; to
make sth end by doing one last thing: After a deli-
cious meal we finished off with coffee and mints. ¢
The concert finished off with the band's latest hit.
& The band finished off the show with their latest
hit. & I have to go now, can I leave you o finish
off 7 o Her outfit was finished off with navy shoes.
Finish and finish sth are also used with
almost the same meaning.
@ v+adv » vni/pron+adv « v+adv+n

finish sb 'off (informal) to make sb so unhappy,
tired, etc. that they cannot continue what they
are doing: Running in that heat nearly finished
him off.
Finish sb can also be used with almost the
same meaning.
& v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n(rare

finish sb/sth ‘off (informal) 1 1o destroy or kill
sh/sth, especially shi/sth that is already injured:
He thought the soldiers would come back and fin-
ish him off o We ought to finish the poor animal
off & (fgurative) The business had been finished
off by financial difficuities. Z (insport) to defeata
person or team that you are competing against:
Agassi finished him off in three sets.
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

finish sth 'off 1 to complete sth: I'm going to try
and finish off my work tonight. 2 to use the last
part of sth, especially food or drink: He's finished
off all the ice cream!

EEI Finish sth is used with almost the same
meaning.
@ veniprontady ¢ v+adv+n

find 'out (about sthish, that..., how..., etc.), find finish 'up 1 [+ adj/prep] (also finish 'up doing

sth) (especially BrE) to reach or come to a par-
ticular place, state or situation after a long series
of events, often without planning it: ffe lost con-
trol of the car and finished up in the river. < She
started out washing dishes and finished up as a
chef o Theyall went home and I finished up doing
maost of the clearing up. end up, end up
dolng sth; wind up, wind up doing sth (infor-
maly In this meaning, finish np is always
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin-
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. Note that
finish up does nol mean the same as finish:
Classes finish at 4p.m. 2 (AmE) to complete what
you are doing; to do the last part of sth: 'l finish
up here and join you later.

& 1v+adv e v+adv+-ing

2v+adv

finish sth 'up (especially AmE)to do the last part

of sth; to use what is left of sth: He stayed home to

finish up his assignment.

Finish sth up is not used in the passive.

© v+adv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ v+n+adv(less
Jrequent)

‘finish with sb (informal) 1 (BrE) to end a rela-

tionship with sb: I've finished with Antonia, 7E8)
break up (with sb) 2 to stop punishing sh: He'll
never do that again once I've finished with him!
& v+prep

‘finish with sth 1 to no longer need to use sth:

Can you wash your cup when you've finished with
it? ¢ Can I keep the book a little longer? I haven't
Sfinished with it yet. Finish with sth is usu-
ally used in the perfect tenses in this meaning. 2
(BrE, informal) to stop doing sth because you no
longer want to do it or onjoy it: He said he was fin-
ished with football. Finish with sth is usu-
ally used in the perfect tenses or in the form be
finished with sth in this meaning.

® v+prep
fire /)

fire a'way (spuken, informal) used to tell sb te

begin asking questions or to begin to speak: ‘Can
1 ask you some questions?’ ‘Fire away!’
@ v+ady

fire sth 'off 1 to shoot a bullet from a gun: He

Jfired off a volley of shots. BG83 gun, shot 2 to ask
a lot of questions, etc. quickly, one after the
other: e fired off a series of questions.
questions 3 to write a letter, report, etc. quickly,
often because you are angry: She would fire off a
letter of protest in the morning. letter 4 if
you fire off an email, you send it: I'm going to fire
off anemailto a newsgroup. emall

@ v+adv+n e v+pron+adv  v+n+adv(rare)
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fire sb/sth 'up to make sbisth become excited or
enthusiastic about sth: The manager fired the
teamn up at half-time.
@ v+njpron+adv e v+adv+n

fire sth ‘up 1 (AmkE) to light a fire; to make sth
hot: I'll get the burgers - you fire up the grill. 2
(especially AmE) to make an engine start operat-
ing: She fired up the engine. englne
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

firm /f3:m; AmE fa:rm/

Sfirm sth 'up (also firm ‘up less frequent) 1 if sb
firms up an arrangement, an agreement, ete. it
becomes more definite or less likely to change:
I'll phone on the 25th to firm up the details of the
meeting. © Prices will firm up later this year.
plans, agreement 2 to make sth, especially part
of the body, harder or more solid: These exercises
will firm up those difficult areas of your body.

@ v+radv+n e vipron+adv e v+n+ady (rare) «
v +adv

fish /o)

‘fish for sth (orten used in the progressive tenses)
to try to make sb tell you sth, say sth nice to you,
etc. by asking them a question: Are you fishing
Jor compliments?
© v+prep

fish sb/sth 'out; fish sh/sth ‘out of sth o
take or pull sb/sth out of seimewhere: He fished
some change out of his pocket. ¢ Several days
later his car was fished out of the river.

@ v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n e
v+ n/pron + adv + prep

fit ifit) (fitting, fitted, fitted, AmE usually fitting,
fit, fit except in the passive)

fit 'in (with sth) if sth fits in, it looks pleasant or
suitable with other things or in a particular
place: The building doesn't fit in with the sur-
rounding area. © It's an old house, but our furni-
ture fits in well,
@ v+adv

fit 'in; fit 'into sth 1 to be the right size or shape
to go in a particular place: Will all vour furniture
fitin? o The piano wouldn’t fit into the room. 2 to
live or work easily and naturally with a group of
people: Tim never fitted in at college. o Jane fit-
ted in well with the rest of the staff < She's fitted
into the team well. 3 to have a particular role or
part in a plan, a situation, etc: Where does he fit
in? o I like to know where 1 fit in and what I have
todo. o Wheredo I fitinto all this?
@ v+adv + v+prep

fit sh/sth 'in; fit sb/sth 'into sth 1 tofind a
place for sb/sth, especially when there is not
much space: We can’t fit a sofa in here. o We will

iry to fit you in somewhere in the organization.
get sb in, get sb into sth; get sth In, get
sth into sth 2 to manage to find time to see sb or
to do sth: The nurse will fit you in between other
appointments. ¢ How do you manage to fit so
much into your day?
@ v+nfpron+adv e v+adv+n e v+n/pron+prep

fit 'in with sth 1 if an activity or event fits in
with sth else, they exist or happen together inan
easy or convenient way: My job fits in with look-
ing after my family, 2 to adapt to what sb else is
planning or to sb else’s way of doing things:
They've got to learn to fit in with our methods. ©
'l fit in with what vou want to do. 3 to agree with
ideas or information that you already have about
sbrsth: That fits in with everything I've heard
about her.
@ v+adv+prep

fit shisth 'out (alsv fit shisth 'up) (with sth) to
supply sb/sth with the clothes, food, equipment,
ete. they need: The ship had to be fitied out before
the vovage. o the high cost of fitting out offices ¢
We fitted him out with a set of dry clothes.
Fit sb/sth out is often used in the passive.
© v+adv+n e v+n/pron +adv

fit sb 'up (for sth) (BrE, informal) to make sh
appear to be guilty of a crime that they have not
committed: They're trying to fit me up for the
theft.
BYR frame sh (more formal)
© v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

fit sbysth 'up (with sth) - FIT SB/STH OUT (WITH
STH)

fix jtiks;

‘fix on sth to decide to choose sth: We haven’t
fixed on a date for the meeting yet.
TN decide on/upon sth; settle on/upon sth
@ v+prep

‘fix sth on sh/sth if you fix your eyes or your
mind on shisth, you look at or think about
them/it with great attention: She fixed her eves on
his face. ¢ His attention was fixed on a large dark
car.
687 eyes, gaze, attention
Fix sth on sbisth is often used in the
passive.
© v+nipron + prep

fix sb 'up; fix yourself 'up (informal) 1 (with
sth) to arrange for sb to have sth; to provide sb
with sth: 7 can fix you up with somewhere to stay.
o I hape she soon gets herself fixed up with a job.
In informal spoken language fix sb up sth
is also used: Can you fix me up an appointment
Jor tomorrow? 2 (with sb) to arrange for sb to
meet sb who might become a boyfriend or girl-
friend: My brother says he wants me to fix him up
with one of my friends.
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- see also FIX YOURSELF UP; FIX $TH UP 1; FIX UP
TO DO $TH, FIX UP FOR S8 TO DO STH
& v+nipron+adv  v+adv +n(less frequent)

fix sth 'up 1 to arrange or organize sth; to

arrange for sb to have sth: Have you fixed your
holiday up yet? o Shall we fix up a meeting for
next week?08J] mesting arrange sth 2 see
@S0 FIX UP 10 DO STIL, FIX UP FOR $B TO DO $TH 2
{especially AmE) o xepair, decorate, etc. aroomof
ahouse: They spent £30 000 fixing up their house. ©
We fixed up the attic as a study. house, room
do sth up (BrE) 3 (especially BrEk) to build
or make something quickly; to make sth ready:
We fixed up a shelter for the night.

@ v+adv+n e vepron+adv e v+n+adv (less

Jrequent)

fix yourself 'up (AmE, informal) to make your-

self neat and attractive: Can you wait? I'll just go
and fix myself up.
- seealso FIX 8T UP, FIX YOURSELF UP
@ v+pron+adv
fix 'up to do sth; fix 'up for sb to do sth
(BrE, informal) to make arrangements to do sth
or for sb to do sth: He’s fixed up for her to see the
doctor on Thursday o I've fixed up with the
school to start in September:
arrange to do sth; arrange for 3b to do
sth
- See al$O FIX 11 UP 1, FIX SB UP, FIX YOURSELF
up
& v+adv+toinf e v+adv+prep+nfpron +toinf
fix sb with sth (formal if you fix sb with a
look, ete., you look at them dirvectly for a long
time: She fixed him with o cold stare.
& v+nipron +prep

fizzle 1oz

fizzle 'out {formal) to fail or to end in a weak or
disappointing way, often after having started
strongly: The romance fizzled out after @ month.
© The coup attempt soon fizzled owut.
@ v+adv

ﬂag Jfliegi (-gg-)

flag sb/sth 'down to signal to the driver of a
raoving vehicle to stop, usually by waving your
arm: He managed (o flug down a passing motor-
ist. © The police were flogging down all heavy
goods vehicles.
taxi/cab, motorist Ysvi) wave sh/sth down
@ v+adv+n « v+nlpron+adv

flake jnewx;

flake ‘out (informal) 1 to collapse or fall asleep
because you are very tired: I was so exhausted
that I flaked out on the sofu. 2 (AmE) to begin to
behave in a strange way
@ v+adv

flare /fiea(r); AmEfler/
flare 'up 1 (of flames, a fire, etc.) to suddenly

burn more strongly: The fire flared up as I added
more wood. 2 if fighting, tension, anger, etc.
flares up, it starts very suddenly and violently:
Violence flared up in several cities. o The dispute
could flare up into a major crisis. 3 if a person
flares up, they show sudden anger towards sb:
He flared up in a fury and shouted at her. 4 if an
illness or injury flares up, it suddenly starts
again or becomes worse: Her asthma has flared
up again.

<© v+adv

» ‘flare-up n [usually sing.] 1 a sudden expres-
sion of anger, violent feeling, etc: the latest flare-
up between the two countries 2 an occasion when
an illness or injury starts again or guickly
becomes worse

flash n=j;

flash sth a'round (also flash sth a'bout espe-

cially BrE) (disapproving) to show sth valuable,
especially money or jewellery to people, or let
them see it, to impress them: Stop flashing your
money around.

& v+ n/pron + adv

flash 'back (to sth) if your mind or your

thoughts flash back to sth that happened in the
past, you suddenly remember it: My mind
flashed back to my first day at college.
& v+adv
» ‘fAlashback 2 1 [C] [U] a scene in a film/movie,
hook, ete. which shows sth that happened earlier
2 asudden, very clear, strong memory of sth that
happened to you in the past that is so real you feel
that you are living through the experience
again: She still has nightmares and vivid flash-
backs of the accident.

flash ‘by/'past; flash 'by/past sbisth to go
or pass very guickly: to go very quickly past
sbisth: The days just flashed by. ¢ She watched
the scenery flash past the train window.
@ v+adv e v+prep

flatten /fi=m/

flatten sthiyourself a'gainst’on shisth to
press your body or part of your body on or
against sbisth: She flattened her nose and lips
against the window. o I fluttened myself against
the wall to let them pass.
4 v +nipron + prep

flatten ‘out 1 if a road, an area of land, ete. flat-
tens out, it gradually becomes flat: After Oxford the
countryside flattens out. 2 to stop growing or going
up: Sales have flattened out in the lust few vears.
@ v+adv

flatten sth 'out to make sth completely flat: She
Nlattened out the crumpled letter on the desk.
@ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv
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flesh /nej/

flesh sth ‘out (with sth) to add more details or
information to an argument, an idea, a drawing,
ete: You need to flesh out the bones of your ideaa
bit more. © They must be prepared to flesh out
their strategy with some delails.
@D v+adv+n e vnfpron+adv

flick /ax/

fick sth 'off to switch sth off quickly: He flicked
the light off
light I57% switch sth off fiick sth on
® v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

flick sth 'on to switch sth on quickly: He flicked
on the air-conditioning.
light B7® switch sth on flick sth off
@ v+nlpron+ady « v+adv+n

flick ‘through sth to turn the pages of a book,
etc. quickly, or look through a pile of papers, etc.
without reading everything: He flicked througha
magazine while he waited,
pages, book, papers IS8 flip through sth;
leaf through sth; thumb through sth
® v+prep

ﬂing Ml (flung flay/, Aung)

‘fling yourself at sb (informal, disapproving) to
try too hard to show sb that you are interested in
them in a sexual way and make them interested
inyou
178y throw yourself at sb
& v+ pron+prep

‘fling yourself into sth tostart to do sth witha
1ot of energy, enthusiasm and effort: When they
split up she flung herself into her work to try o
Sorget him.
throw yourself into sth
@ v+pron+prep

fling sth ‘off (informal) to take clothes off
quickly and carelessly: Flinging off her coat, she
sank into an armchair:
throw sth off fling sth on
& venipron+adv e viadv+n

fling sth 'on (informal) to put clothes on quickly
and carelessly: Just fling a coat on over your
pyjamas.
throw sth on fling sth off
G v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

flip fip; pp-)

'flip for sb/sth (AmE, slang) to begin to like sb
very much; to suddenly become very excited
about sth attractive, pleasant, etc: She flipped for
his red hair and freckles.
® v+prep

‘flip for sth; 'flip sb for sth (AmE) = Toss ror
$TH, TOSS SB FOR STH

Hip sb 'off (AmE, slang) to raise your middle fin-
ger to sb ina very rude gesture
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

fip 'out (informal, especially AmE) to become
very angry or excited, or lose control
Flip is often used with this meaning, espe-
cially in British English.
@ v+adv

fip ‘over; flip sth 'over to turn over, or to turn
sth over, onto the other side or upside down: The
dolphin flipped over onto its back. o A huge wave
Sflipped the dinghy over.
® v+adv e v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

‘flip through sth to turn over the pages of a
book, ete. quickly or look through a pile of
papers, ete. without reading everything: He
Mipped through the photos quickly.
pages, magazines 3% flick through sth;
leaf through sth
& v+prep

flirt /na:t Amz flaxy

‘flirt with sth (written) 1 to think about or be
interested in sth for a short time, but not very
seriously: I flirted briefly with the idea of emi-
grating. idea, thought E¥R) toy with sth 2
to take risks or not worry about a dangerous
situation: fo flirt with dangerideathidisuster Be3
danger, disaster
@ v+prep

float flavt, AmE flout/!

float around; float a'round sth (Brk also
float a'bout/round, float a'bout/round sth) 1
(usually used in the progressive fenses) if an idea
or a piece of news is floating aroundzabout, it
is being talked about by a lot of people: Theresa
rumour floating about (the office) that she’s leav-
ing. rumour, idea X8 go around, go
around sth 2 if you say that an object is floating
around/about vou mean that you have seen it
somewhere but do not know exactly where it is:
Is there a pen flouting about here somewhere?
® v+adv e v+prep

flood jnsq/

flood 'back if a thought or a memory floods
back, you remember sth suddenly and it affects
you strongly: Suddenly all my fears came flood-
ing back.
Flood back is often used with the verb
come: Iis words came flooding back to me.
O v+adv

flood 'in; flood 'into sth 1 if water, etc. floods
in or floods into a place, it moves to fill or cover
it: He opened the door and water came flooding in.
<& Sunshine flooded into the room. 2 to come to or
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fiy by

arrive at a place in large numbers or great quan-
tities: Letters of support heve been flooding in
fromall over the country.
S0 pour in, pour into sth
@ v+adv e v+prep
flood sb 'out 1o force sb to leave their home
because of a flood: We were flooded out by a burst
water main.
Flood sb out is often uscd in the passive.
& v+nipron+ady « v+adv+n
flood 'over/through sb if a feeling floods
over/through you, it affects you very strongly: A
great sense of relief flooded through her.
relief
@ v+prep
‘flood sth with sth to send sth somewhere in
large numbers or amounts, sometimes more
than is necessary: The switchhoard was flooded
with calls after the programme. < (figurative)
The room was flooded with evening light.
Flood sbysth with sth is often used in the
passive: The office was flooded with complaints.
@ v+nipron +prep

flounder /flavndar)/

flounder a'round (BrE aiso flounder a'bout) 1o
struggle to move or get somewhere because it is
difficult, or because you do not know where you
are going: People were floundering about in the
water, shouting and screaming. o (figurative) 1
Jloundered around trving to decide what I ought
to do next.

@ v+adv

flow flav, AmE flou/

‘flow from sth (formad) to come or result from
sth: What benefits might flow from having a sin-

gle European currency?
benefits/advantages, conseq
© v+prep

fluff na

fluff sth ‘out/up to shake or brush feathers, fur,
hair, ete. so that they look bigger or softer: The
bird fluffed out its feathers. & Let me fluff” up your
pillows for you.
feathers
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv

flunk /ank/

flunk 'out; flunk ‘out of sth (AmE, informal)
to have to leave school or college because your
marks/grades are not good enough: He flunked
out (of college) lust year.
@ v+adv e v+adv+prep

flush /aaf/

flush sth a'way to get rid of sth with a sudden
quick flow of water: She flushed the unused tab-
lets away.
@ v+nipron +adv « v+adv+n
flush sb/sth ‘out; flush sb/sth 'out of sthto
force a person or an animal to leave the place
where they are hiding: The dogs flushed out the
deer that were left in the wood. o The police
Nushed the gunmen outof the bullding.
@ v+adv+n e vin/pron+ady ¢
v +nipron + adv + prep
flush sth 'out; flush sth ‘out of sth to wash
sth out; to get rid of sth with a rush of water:
Drink lots of water to flush the poisons out of
your body.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n «
v+ n/pron + adv + prep

flutter fiata(r)

flutter a'round; flutter a'round sth (a/so
flutter a'bout, flutter a'bout sth especially BrE)
1 if a bird or an insect flutters around, it flies
somewhere moving its wings very quickly: But-
terflies fluttered around (the garden). 2 if a per-
son flutters around, they move quickly in a
nervous or excited way: My mother fluttered
about picking things up and putting things away.
@ v+adv e v+prep

flutter ‘down to move gently through the air to
the ground: Wind shook the branches and several
leaves fluttered down.
@ v+ady

fly {flai; (Ries, fiying, flew /flu:/flown /flaon;
AmE floon))

fly a'round; fly a'round sth (also fiy a'bout,
fty a'bout sth especially Bri) (usually used in the
progressive tenses) if a story or a piece of news is
flying around, it is being talked about by alot of
people and passed from one person to another:
Stories about his past are flying around among
the students. o Rumnurs have been flying around
the office.
@ v+adv e v+prep

‘fly at sb (of a person or an animal) to attack sb
suddenly and violently: She flew at him, hitting
and kicking.
® v+oprep

fly 'by/'past 1 when time flies by/past, it seems
to pass very quickly: My three years at college
Slew by. o When you have lots of things to do, time
Just flies past. time, days, hours, etc.
Fly can also be used with this meaning, espe-
cially with the subject time: There was so much to
do the time just flew. 2 when miles, ete. fly
by/past, a journey by car, bus, train or bicycle



fly in 104

seems to pass very guickly: As the miles flew past
and we got closer und closer to the sea, the kids got
maore and more excited. BUsd miles, countryside
& v+adv
fly 'injout; fly 'into sth; fly 'out of sth 1o
arrivefleave a place by plane: She'’s flying out to
Join him in Nairobi next week. & Several heads of
state flew; into London last night for talks with the
Prime Minister.
= S22 1IS0 FLY SB/STH INJOUT, FLY SB/STH
INTO/OUT OF STH
@ v+adv e v+prep « v+ady+prep
fly sbysth ‘in/out; fly sb/sth ‘into sth; fly
shisth ‘out of sth io bring sbysth by planetoa
place or take them away: They flew us in by heli-
copter. & Food supplies are being flown out imire-
diately. © The travel company is flying 200 people
out of the area tomorrow.
= see also FLY INJOUT, FLY INTO 8TH, FLY OUT OF $TH
© vnipron+adv e veadv+n e
v+nipron + prep « v+n/pron + adv + prep
fly ‘into sth if sb flies into a temper, etc., they
suddenly become extremely angry: Helies into a
rage when you mention her.
b8l rage, temper, panic
© v+prep
fy 'off; fly 'off sth to come off sthsuddenly and
with force: The jolt caused her glasses to fly off,
@ v+adv e viprep
D fty off the ‘handle (informal) to become sud-
denly very angry
Ay ‘out; fly 'out of sth - riy ix/OUT. FLY INTO
STH, FLY OUT OF $TH
fly sbisth 'out; fly sbisth 'out of sth = yi.v
SB/STH INJOUT, FLY SB/STH INTO STH, FLY SB/$TH
OUT OF STH

fly ‘past - r1y By/pasT

fob jfob; AmE fab/ (-bb-)

fob sb 'off (with sth) (BrE) 1 to try to make sh
stop asking guestions or complaining by giving
them answers or excuses that are not true: Don’t
try to fob me off with excuses. 2 to give sb sth that
is different from or not as good as what they
want: We thought we'd been fobbed off with infer.
ior goods.
palm sb off (with sth)
G v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n

fob sth 'off on/onto sb (BrE, informalyto trick
sb into accepting sth that vou do not want or sth
that is not genuine: She tried to fob all her junk
off onto me.
© v +nfpron + adv + prep

focus ffoukos; AmE fou-/ (-s- or -ss-)

‘focus on sbisth; focus sth on sbrsth (aiso
‘focus upon sbisth, 'focus sth upon sb/sth more
formal) 4 1o give all your attention, effort, etc. to

a particular problem, subject or person: Suspi-
cion focused on her husband. o The programme
was intended 1o focus attention on global warm-
ing. 2 (of eyes, a camera, ete.) to be adjusted so
that things can be seen clearly; to adjust sth so
that you can see things clearly: Rest your eves by
leiting them focus on distant objects. © The cam-
era was focused on an old woman,

@ v+prep + v+nipron+prep

fog toy AmE g, fuig; (-ga-)

fog 'up if a glass surface fogs up it becomes
covered with steam or drops of water so that it is
difficult to see in or through it: The windscreen
started to fog up.
Y$YI) mist up, mist sth up; steam up, steam sth
up
@ v+adv

foist /tost/

‘foist sth/sbiyourself on sb (ulso ‘foist sth/
sbiyourself upon sb more formal) to force sb to
accept sth that they do not want, or take care of
sb that they do not want to: He doesn’t iry to foist
his beliefs on evervone. ¢ She resented having the
child foisted on her while the parents went travel-
ling abroad.

Foist sth on sb is often used in the passive.
@ v+nipron +prep

fold /tu1d; AmE fould!

fold a'way/’down; fold sth a'way/down to
be able to be bent or arranged into a smaller or
flatter shape that you can store or carry more
easily; to bend or arrange sth in this way; The
bed can fold away. © You can fold the table away
to make more room.
If you want to talk about a newspaper, a
piece of paper, etc. use fold up.
@ v+ady e v+njpron+adv ¢« v+adv+n
» ‘foldaway (also 'fold-down, fold-up) adj [only
before noun] that can be folded so that you can
carry itor store it more easily

fold sth a'way to fold sth and put it away: She
Solded the newspaper aquy:
® v+niprontady « viadven

fold sth "back, 'over, 'down, stc. to bend sth
back, over, down, etc. so that one part of it lies
flat on another: He folded the corner of the page
over to mark his place.
@ v+nlpron+adv « vtadv+n

fold 'down: fold sth 'down = rFoLp awav/
DOWN, FOLIY $TH AWAY/DOWN

fold sth 'into sth; fold sth 'in (in cooking) to
mix one substance gently with another, usually
with a spoon: Gently fold the flour into the mix-
ture. © Fold in two egg whites.
® v+nipron+prep ¢ v+adv+n e v+n/pron+adv
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‘fold A in B; fold B round/over A to wrap
shysth in sth: She gently folded the baby in a blan-
ket. & She folded a blanket round the baby, o He
folded her in his arms ( he put his arms
around her).

@ v +nipron + prep

fold 'up; fold sth 'up to bend sth or fold it so
that it is smaller: The map folds up quite small. ©
She folded the letter up and put it in her pocket.
unfold, unfold sth
@ v+adv e v+adv+n « v+nipron +adv
» ‘fold-up adj = FOLDAWAY at FOLD AWAY/DOWN,
FOLD STH AWAY/DOWN

follow I'folev; AmE falou!

follow 'on 1 (from sth) to continue or result from
sth in a natural or logical way: Listen carefully to
the answer and make sure that your next question
follows on. & Following on from what Jill has
said, I’d Hike to talk about the future of the com-
pany. 2 to leave a place after sb clse and meet
them later: You go notw. I'll follow on later:
@ v+adv
» ‘follow-on n (especially BrE) something that
continues or results from sth; the action of fol-
lowing on from sth: The movie Arthur 2" was a
successful follow-on to Arthur’. o follow-on treat-
mentitalks ¢ a follow-on call
follow ‘through (spore) to cumplete a stroke in
terinis, golf, etc. by continuing to move the club,
ete. after you have hit the ball
@ vtadv
» follow-through (alse ‘follow-through espe-
cially AmF) n (sport) (in tennis, golf, etc)) the
final part of & stroke after the ball has been hit
- see also POLLOW-THROUGH &t FOLLOW THROUGH
(WLTH STH), FOLLOW STH THROUGH

follow ‘through, follow sth 'through to
complete sth you have begun or already done:
The store did not follow through with the proseci
tion. o He never follows things through.
@ v+adv e v+adv+n » v+nipron +adv
» follow-'through n the actions that sb takes to
complete or continue sth: Your follow-throughon
the project was not very satisfactory.
-2 see als0 FOLLOW-THROUGIH al FOLLOW THROUGH
follow 'up; follow sth 'up 1 (with sth) to take
further action about sth: You should follow your
letter up with a phone call (= you should write
first and then telephone). 2 to find out more
about sth sb has told you or suggested to you: The
police are following up all the leads. o It's worth
JSollowing up his idea. lead, idea, complaint,
matter 3399 investigate sth (rmore formal)
@ v+ady » v+nfpron+ady ¢ v+adv+n
» 'follow-up (to sth) n [usually sing ) something
that continues sth: The survey is a jollow-up (o
the questionnaire. < follow-up treatmentistudies

fool jfu/

fool a'round 1 (BrE also fool a'bout) (with sth)
to waste time or behave in a silly way: Stop fool-
ing about with that knife! 2 (with sb) (especially
AmE) to have a casual sexual relationship with
another person’s partner or with sb who is not
your partner: He's been fooling around with other
women. 3(AmE) if two people fool around, they
kiss and touch each other in a sexual way: We
were fooling around on the couch when my dad
walked in.
& v+adv

force :fos; AmEfoirs!
force 'back sth; force itithem 'back to try
very hard not to show an emotion: Forcing back
the tears, she nodded and smiled.
tears
A noun must always follow back, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and back. « Force
back sth is not used in the passive.
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+pron+ady
force sth 'down to make yourself eat or drink
sth when you do not want to: She forced down her
breakfast.
® v+adv+n e v+nipron + adv
‘force sth on sb (a/so 'force sth upon sb more
formal)tomake sb accept sth they donot want to:
Ididn't want fo take the money, but she forced it on
me. o Teachers feel that changes are being forced
on them.
change, cuts, decision
@ v+nlpron + prep
force itselfthemselves on sb (aiso ‘force
itselfithemselves upon sb more formal) if sth
forees itself on you, you cannet avoid becoming
aware of it: When he read the letter; the truth
Joreed itself on him.
& v +pron+prep
‘force yourself on sb (also force yourself
upon sb moreformaly toforce sb to have sex with
you when they do not want to, by using violence
or by threatening them
5% rape sb
@ v+pron +prep
‘force sth upon sb - FORCE STH ON $B
‘force itselfithemselves upon sb = rorce
ITSELFITHEMSELVES ON $B
'force yourself upon sb = FORCE YOURSELF OX SB

forge ifo:ds; AmE frd3)

forge a'head 1 to move forward quickly: He
forged ahead, panting and breathiess. 2 (with sth)
to make progress quickly: The company is forg-
ing ahead with its plans. o Jane's language skills
enabled her to forge ahead on the career ladder
YD press ahead/on (with sth)
@ v+adv
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fork /tok; amE forrky

fork ‘out (for sth), fork sth 'out (forfon sth
{informai) to pay a lot of money for sth, espe-
cially when you do not want to: I had to fork out
Jor a cab home. ¢ I had 1o fork out $30 for a cab
home.
shell out (for sth), shell sth out (for sth)
@ v+ady e v+radv+n e vepron+adv «
v+n+adv(rare)
fork sth 'over (AmE, informal) to pay for sth,
especially when vou do not want to: 1 had to fork
over the $10 I owed her.
@ v+adv+n e vpron+adv e v+n+ady (less
Jrequent)

form jiom: AmE farrmy;

form 'up: form sb 'up if soldiers form up, or
sb forms them up, they get into position in
lines: The general formed up his troops. o The
tearns formed up into lines.
@ v+ady e v+adv+n e v+pron+adv +
v+n+adv (rare)

foul /fauy/

Foul 'up; foul sth 'up (informal) to do sth badly;
to spoil sth, especially by making mistakes: The
team can’t afford to foul up in this game. o He
admitted he'd completely fouled things up.
mess up, mess sth up
® v+adv + v+adv+n e v+nipron +adv
» ‘foul-up 2 (informal) a problem caused by bad
organization or a stupid mistake: an administra-
tive foul-up ¢ There was a computer foul-up at
the bank and custorners were sent the wrong
statements.

found /fand;

‘found sth on sth (also found sth upon sth
mare formal)to base sthon sth: Their conclusions
were largely founded on guesswork.

YD base sth on/upon sth

Found sth on/upon sth is usually used in
the passive.

@ v+nipron +prep

freak iri:k/

freak 'out; freak sb ‘out (informald if sh
freaks out or if sth freaks them out, they react
very strongly to sth that shocks, angers, excites
or frightens them: I don’t know what happened in
the exarns. Ijust freaked out. o Ithought I'd seena
ghost — it really freaked me out.
Freak and freak sb are used less often
with the same meaning.
@ v+adv e v+n/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n (less

Jrequent)

free iy

free sbisth 'up to do sth so that sb is able to do
sth else: to make money; time, etc. available for a
particular purpose: Hauving a secretary frees me
up to work on other things. o I need to free up more
disk space.
Free shisth is also used with the same
meaning.
@ v+adven e vipron+ady e v+n+ady (less fre-

quent)

freeze ffrizzf (froze /fravz, AmE frouz/frozen
Frotzn; AmE frouzn/)

freeze shisth ‘out; freeze sb/sth 'out of
sth (informal) to prevent sb from being part of a
group or taking part in an activity, business, etc.
by being very unfriendly or making things very
difficult for them: My colleagues were freezing me
out. o American rice farmers complained that
thelr crops were being frozen out of the market.
B This phrasal verd is often used in the pas-
sive.
@ v+niprontady ¢ v+adv+n e
w+nfpron + adv + prep
» ‘freeze-out n (informal, especially AmF) an act
of preventing sb from being part of a group or
from taking part in an activity, a business, etc.
freeze 'over to become covered by ice: The river
Sometimes freezes over.
BYN ice over/up
@ v+adv
freeze 'up 1 il sth freezes up, it becomes
blocked with frozen liquid so that it cannot be
used: The pipes had frozen up. 2 if sb freezes
up, they are so nervous, frightened or excited
that they are unable to move: I was so nervous 7
frozeup.
® v+adv

freshen ;frefn/

freshen 'up; freshen yourself ‘up to wash
and make yourself look clean and tidy after a
journcy, before a meeting, ete: I'll just freshen
(myself) up before dinner.
® v+adv ¢ v+pron+adv

freshen sth 'up to make sth look cleaner and
more attractive: A coat of paint will freshen this
room up.
@ v+nipron+adyv ¢ v+adv+n

frighten /trarny

frighten sb/sth a'way/'off; frighten sb/sth
a'way from sth 1 to make a person or an ani-
mal go away by making them feel afraid: The
noise frightened the birds away. ¢ I sometimes use
a gun to frighten dogs away from the hens. 2 (o
make a person or an organization so nervous
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fumble

that they are no longer interested in sth or no
longer want to do sth: Investment companies
have been frightened off by fear of losing money.
scare sb/sth away/off

® v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n e v+n/pron +prep

fritter sy

fritter sth a'way (on sth) to waste time or money
on things that are not useful or important: He’s
Srittered away the money his father left him.
[B&il monay, time
& v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv

front frant/

‘front for sbisth to represent a group or an
organization in order to hide a secret or an
illegal activity or protect the person who is con-
trolling it: The police could not discover who he
was fronting for.

@ v+prep

front 'onto sth if a building fronts onto sth, it
faces it: The apartment fronts onto the beuch.
& v+prep

frost jtrose; AmE frost/

frost 'over/up to become coverad with frost: All
the windows frosted up overnight.
@ v+adv

frown ;fraon/

‘frown on sh/sth («/so 'frown upon sb/sth more
Jormal to disapprove of sbieth: Some restaur-
ants frown on men not wearing jackets.

Frown on/upon sth is often used in the
passive: Such behaviour is frowned upon.

-» see also SMILE ONfUPON SB/STH

© v+prep

fry jtray/ (fries, frying, fried. fried)

fry sth 'up to cook food in oil especially in order
to make a meal quickly: He fried up some eggs
and potatoes.
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron+adyv
» ‘fry-up n (BrE, informal) a meal of fried food,
especially bacon, eggs, etc.

fuck ifak;

fuck a'bout (with sth) (Brk) = ruck arousp
(WITH STH)

fuck sb a'bout (BrE) = FUCK 5B AROUND

fuck a'round (BrE also fuck a'bout) (with sth)
(A, slang) to waste time by behaving in a silly
way: Stop fucking around and give me a hand.
A more polite informal way of saying this
is mess around or, in British English. mess
about.
@ v+adv

fuck sb a'round (5rE aiso fuck sb about) (&,
stang) to treat sb badly or in an unhelpful way,
causing them a delay: Don't fuck me around.
A more polite informal way of saying this
is mess sb around or, in British English, mess
8h about.
@ v+ nipron +adv
Sfuck 'off (A, slang) used to tell sb very rudely to
go away: Fuck off and leave me alone!
@ v+adv
fuck sb 'over (AmE, A, slang) to treat sb very
badly or unfairly: The company promised me a
big pay-off but they really fucked me over.
[Ei® 4 more polite informal way o say this is
mess sh around.
® v+nipron+adv + v+adv +n (less frequent)
fuck 'up; fuck sth 'up (4, slang) 1o spoil sthor
do sth badly; to make a stupid mistake: It iwas my
Soult — Ifucked up. < He's fucked everything up.
A more polite informal way to say this is
mess (sth) up or foul (sth) up.
@ v+adv « vin/pron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
» fuck-up n (A, siang) 1 a problem caused by
bad organization or a stupid mistake A
more polite informal way to say this is foal-up.
2 (AmE) a person who does sth badly or makes
stupid mistakes
fuck sb 'up (A, slang) 1 to upset or confuse sbso
much that they are not able to deal with prob-
lems in their life A more polite informal
way to say this is mess sh up. 2 (AmF) to hitor
kick sb hard many times A more polite
informal way to say this is beat sb up.
G v+niprontadv ¢ v+adv+n
» fucked 'up adj (4, slang) thoroughly confused
or disturbed
A more polite informal way to say this is
messed up.
‘fuck with sb to treat sb badly in a way that
makes them annoyed
A more polite way to express this is mess
with sb.
® v+prep

fuel /ool (- AmE 1)

fuel 'up; fuel sth 'up to put fuel into a vehicle: 7
need to fuel up before I begin the trip. o (figura-
tive) On a cold morning 1like to fuel up with a hot
breakfast. o People in a hurry can fuel up their
cars and themselves in one stop.

@ v+adv e+ vin/pron+adv « viadv+n

fumble ;txmby

fumble a'round (aiso fumble a'bout especially
BrE) to move awkwardly, especially using your
hands to do sth or to find sth: He fumbled around
in the dark trving to find the lamp.
& v+adv
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furnish ffanif; AmE f3rnuff

‘furnish sh/sth with sth (formal to supply or
provide sbisth with sth: She furnished him with
the facts surrounding the case.

57 supply sbisth (with sth)
® v +nfpron + prep

fuss s/

‘fuss at sb (Amk) to complain to sb about sbrsth
very often in an annoying way: She’s always Suss-
ing at me about my smoking,

@ v+prep

‘fuss over sbisth to pay a lot of attention, or oo
much attention, to sbisth: Ske likes to have some-
one to fuss over ¢ When she gets nervous she

Sfusses over unimportant details,

Fuss over sb can be used in the passive; /
hate being fussed over.

® v+prep

futz jtaes;

futz a'round (AmkE, spoken, slang) to spend time
doing unimportant things: 7 just Sutzed around
all morning and got nothing done.
mess around (Brk)
G v+ady

Gg

gahble l'geeblf

,gabble a'way/'on (about sth) to talk quickly
and for a long time about sth so that people find it
difficult to understand you or become bored:
Someone on the radio was gabdling away in o for-
eign language. o Nicola gabbled on about her
boyfriend for hours.

@ v+adv

gad jged/ (-dd-)

gad a'bouta'round (old-fashioned, informal,
humorous, especially BrE) to go to different
places looking for fun and excitement, especially
when you should be doing sth else: It's about time
he stopped gadding about and settled doumn.
© v+advy

gag js=g/ (-gg-)

be 'gagging for sth (Brr, slang) (only used in
the progressive tenses) if somebody is gagging
for sth, they want it very much: We were all gag-
ging for @ burger. & Notall rock stars aregagging
for it (= wanting to have sex with sb).
You can also use be gagging to do sth: foot-
ballers gagging to play for their country
© v+prep

gain /gem/

‘gain in sth to get more of a particwar quality:
The students are slowly gaining in confidence.
popularity, confidence, strangth
& v+prep

‘gain on sbysth (often used in the progressive
tenses) to come closer to sbisth, especially sbisth
that you are chasing: We were gaining on the car
infront.
® v+prep

gallop ;g=lap/

gallop ‘through sth to do or say sth very
quickly: Den't gallop through your speech as if
you can’t wait fo finish.
@ v+prep

gamble I'gembl;

.gamble sth a'way to lose sth such as money.
your possessions, ete. by risking it/them on a
card game, horse race, etc: She gambled away all
our money.
money
@ v+ady+n e v+n/pron+adv

'gamble on sth; 'gamble on doing sth;
‘gamble on sb/sth doing sth to take a risk
with sth, hoping that you or it will be successful:

She’s had two kidney transplants and now her
family are gambling on one last operation. ©
We're gambling on the weather being fine on Sat-
urday.

@ v+prep

gang /gzey/

gang ‘'up (againstion sb) (informal) to join
together, especially to oppose, threaten, hurt or
frighten sb: My brothers are qlways ganging up
on me.
@ v+adv

9as /gas/ (-s8-)

gas 'up; gas sth 'up (AmE, informai) to puttuel
in a vehicle: I'll have to gas up before we leave. ©
Have you gassed up the car?
350 fuel up, fuel sth up
@ v+adv e vtady+n e v+n/pron+ady

gather gzosy

gather a'round; gather a'round sh/sth
{BrE also gather 'round, gather 'round sh/sth)
to come together in one place, forming a group
around sbisth: Everyone gathered around to hear
the song. o They all gathered round the table.
@ v+adv e v+prep

.gather sth 'in to collect a quantity of things,
especially crops, and put them all together in one
place
harvest, crop
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

gather 'round; gather 'round sb/sth (BrE) =
GATHER AROUND, GATHER AROUND SB/STH

.gather sth to'gether/up to bring together
objects that have been spread around: She
gathered together her belongings and left.
papers, belongings, things
Gather sth isused less often with the same
meaning.
@ v+adv+n e vnipron +adv

gear /gir), Ame g/

‘gear sth totowards sbssth; 'gear sth
totowards doing sth to make or change sth
so that it is suitable for a particular need or an
appropriate level or standard: The programme is
clearly geared lo a teenage audience. © We try to
geur our services to customers’ requirements. ¢
The policy is geared towards attracting nurses
back to work.

1913 This phrasal verb is usually used in the
passive.
@ v+ n/pron +prep
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.gear 'up (for sthito do sth), gear sb/sthiyour-
self 'up (for sthito do sth) to be prepared, ready
and able to do sth; to become or make shisth/
vourself ready, prepared or able to do sth: The
players are gearing up for the big game. ¢ The
hospital is gearing itself up to deal with new
patients.

EEIE_ Gear sb/sth up is usually used in the
passive.
@ v+adv e vin/pron+adv « v+adv+n

gee /dsi;/

.gee 'up (BrE) used to tell a horse to start moving
or to go faster
@ v+adv

gee sh 'up (BrE) to encourage sb to work harder
or faster or to perform better: Their success last

week will gee the team up.
@ v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n

gen /dzen; (-nn-)

gen ‘up; gen sbhiyourself ‘up (on sth) (old-
Jashioned, BrE, informal) to find out about sth; to
get or give sbh information on sth: I must gen
myself up for the interview.
@ v+adv « v+nfpron +adv

get ot/ (getting, got, got jgnt; AmE gait))
In spoken American English, the past par-
ticiple gotien is almost always used,

~ about ~in
~ above 114 ~inon
~ ACross ~ in with
~ after ~into
~ahead, ahead of 115 ~off
111 ~along ~off an
~ around ~ off together
~around to ~ off on doing
~at ~ off with
-~ away 116 ~on
~ away from ~onat
=~ away with ~onlto, on to
~ back 117 ~out, outof
112 ~backat ~ out of
~ back into 118 ~over
~back to - pasl
~ back togsther ~ round
~ back with ~round to
~ behind ~ through
~ beyond 119 ~to
~by ~ logether
~ down 120 ~up
113 ~downon ~upasfin
~downto ~upto

.get a'bout 1 (BrE also get a'round) if sb who is
old or ill gets about, they are able to move from
place to place without difficulty: She gets about
with the help of a stick. 2 (BrE) = GET AROUND
G v+adv

get a’bout sth (BrE) = ;ET AROUND 51H

.get a'bove yourself (especially Bri) (often used
inthe progressive tenses) to have too high an opin-
ion of yourself; to behave as if you are better
than other people: She’s been geiting a bit above
herself since winning that award.

@ v+prep+pron

get a'cross (to sb) to be communicated to sb or
understood by sb: The message is finally getting
across to the public.
© v+adv

get a‘cross; get a'cross sth to move from
one side of a river, a bridge, a street, etc. to the
other: How can we get across to the island? ¢ The
only way to get across the lake is by boat. o Can
we get across the city without having to use the
subway?
@ v+adv » v+prep
.get sth a'cross (also get sth ‘over less frequent)
(to sb} to communicate sth to sb; to make sth
clear to sb: He's not very good at getting his ideas
across (o the class. o You’ll have (o think of new
ways of getting your message across effectively.
message. point, idea put sth across
Get sth across is not used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n
get sb/sth a'cross sth (a/so get sbisth ‘over
sth} to move sh/sth, or o help sbrsth move, from
one side of sth such as a road, river, bridge, wall,
etc. to the other: We've got to get supplies across
the border somehow. & We got all the injured sol-
diers across the river < Billy got the pony over the
Jumps with difficuity.
I'EE_Get sb/sth across sth is not used in the
passive,
& v+njpron +prep
get ‘after sb (nformal, especially AmE) 1 to
keep asking or telling sb to do sth, often in an
annoying way: She's been getting after me to take
a vacation. o [ had to get after Jack to clean his
room. 2 to try to catch sb, especially after they
have committed a crime: We need to be tougher on
thuse who commit crime and get after drug users
more.
& v+prep
.get a'head: get a'head of sb to make more
progress than other prople, companies, etc.; to
become successful in your life or your career; It
isn’t easy to get ahead in the movie business, ¢ By
doing extra homework, he soon got ahead of his
classmates.
& v+adv e v+adv+prep
[EF] get a‘head of yourself to tell sb sth hefore
you have fully explained the background or the
details that they need to know first
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get a'long (informal) 1 (often used in the progres-
sive tenses) to leave aplace: It s late. We'd hetier be
getting along. o One more coffee ahd then I must
get along. - see also GET ON 5 2 (with sbitogether)
=GET On 1 3 (with sth) =GET on 4
@ v+adv

get a'round (BrE also get a’bout) 1 (informal)
to move from place to place; to go to lots of differ-
ent places: You certainly get around! Paris one
minute, Bonn the next. ¢ She can use my car to get
around while she's here. 2 (of news, a piece of
information, ete.) to become known by a lot of
people: The news of her resignation soon got
around. < Word soon got around that they were
having an affair 3 to have an active social life
and be aware of what is happening: It’s time you
got around more. = see also GET ouT 2 4 (infor-
mal, disapproving) 1o have sexual relationships
with lots of different people § - GET ABOUT 1
G v+adv

get around: get a'round sth = Gir ROUND,
GET ROUND $TH

.get a'round sb (especially AmE) . GET ROUND sB

get a'round sth (Brk also get about sth, get
‘round sth) 1 to move around a city, a country,
elc: Jt's easy to get around Amsterdam on a
bicycle. 2 (of news, a piece of information, etc.)
to become known by a lot of people: News soon
gets round the office. ¢ It didn’t take long for the
rumour to get afl around town. 3 (especially
AmE) =GET ROUND STH 3
@ v+prep

get a'round to sth; get a'round to doing
sth = GET ROUND/ARGUND TO STH, GET ROUND/
AROUKD TO DOING STH

‘get at sb (informal) 1 (usually used in the pro-
gressive tenses) to keep criticizing sb: Sam's par-
ents are always getting at him. ¢ She feels she’s
heing got at. 2 to influence sb, especially
illegally, for example by threatening them or
offering money, in order to persuade them to say
sth untrue or act in an unfair way: One of the wit-
nesses had been got al. o They even iried getting
at the judge.
EEIE Get at sb can be used in the passive.
© v+prep

‘get at sb/sth to reach or obtain sbisth; to find a
way of entering a place, talking to sb, looKing at
sth, ete: The files are locked up and I can’t get at
thern. o I can’t get at my inheritance unfil I'm 21.
Get at sb/sth can be used in the passive:
Put it in a place where it can be got at easily.
& v+prep

'get at sthtolearn, discover or find out sth: We've
gotto get at the truth.
Béd truth find sth out
& v+prep

what are you, was he, etc. 'getting at?
(spoken) used to ask, often in an angry way, what
sh isfwas suggesting: What exactly are you gel-
ting at? o I see what you're getting at, but I'm
afraid { can’t help you with that.

get a'way 1 to have a holiday/vacation: We're
hoping to get away for a few days at Easter: o Will
you manage to get away this year? 2 (from sth/...)
to succeed in leaving a place: It was midday
before we finally managed to get away. © I won't
be able to get away from the office before 7. 3 (from
sb/sth/...) to escape from sb or a place: The
thieves got away in a blue van. © You're not get-
ting away from me so easily! 4 get ‘away (with
youll (BrE, spoken, becoming old-fashionedyused
o show that you find it difficult tv believe what
sb has just said: Get away! You could never run
that far! o ‘I'm going to live in China.” "Get away
with you! 3% go on
© v+adv
» ‘getaway n [usually sing.] 1 theact of leavinga
place in a hurry, especially after committing a
crime: They made a quick getaway. 2 a short holi-
day/vacation; a place for this: the popular island
getaway of Penany

.get a'way from sth; get a'way from doing
sth to start doing sth in a different way or talk-
ing about a different subject: The club should get
away from its old-fashioned image and try to
attract younger people. < I tried to get cuway from
the suhbject of babies.
@ v+adv+prep
B0 get a'way from it all (informal) to have a
short holiday/vacation in a quiet place where
you can relax there’s no getting a'way from sth;
you can’t get a'way from sth you have to admit
that sth unpleasant is true: There’s no getting
away from the fact that his mistake lost the game
Jor his team.

get sb/sth a'way from sth to remove sbisth
from somewhere: Get that dog away from me! o
Someone was trying to get Angela away from the
window.
Get sh/sth away from sth is not used in
the passive.
& v +n/pron + adv + prep

,get a'way with sth 1 to steal sth and escape
with it: Thieves raided the bank and got! away
with £50000. 2 (also get a'way with doing sth)
(informal) to do sth wrong and not be punished
or criticized for it: I can’t believe vou cheated in
the exam and got away with it! o Nobody gets
away with insuiting me like that. 3 to receive a
relatively light punishment: For such a serious
offence he was lucky to get away with a fine.
fine, warning
& v+adv +prep

get ‘back 1 (from/to sth/...) to return, especially
to vour home: What time did you get back last
night? o Weonly got back from our trip yesterday.
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© It’ll take us ten minutes to get there and five min-
utes to get back. 2 (from sb/sth) (used especially to
&ive orders) to move away from a place, a person
or sth that is happening: Ger back or I'l shoot!
IR stand back; back off
@ v+adv
.get sb 'back 1 to persuade sb to begin a roman-
tic relationship with vou again, after you have
been apart for some time: I've done everpthing I
can to get her back. 2 (for sthifor doing sth) (infor-
maf} = GET BACK AT SB
Get sb back is not used in the passive.
@ v +nipron +adv
get sh/sth 'back (to sth/...) to take sbisth back
toaplace after they have been away from it: We'll
get her back home before midnight.
Get sb/sth back is not used in the passive.
@ v+nipron + adv
get sth 'back to obtain sth again after you have
lost it, spent it, lent it wo sb, etc: She's got her old
Jjob back. o I never lend people books; you never
get them back. o If Idon’t like the dress, can I get
my money back? o There isn't much of a chance of
getting the wallet back (= it has been stolen).
Get sth back cannot be used in the passive.
© v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n (rare)
(X3 get your ‘breath back (BrE) to start breath-
ing normally again after physical exercise: It
took me a while to get my breath back after run-
ning for the bus. o (figurativey I haven't had a
moment 1o get my breath back (= I've been very
busy) since we came back from Prague.

,get 'back at sb (aiso get sb 'back) (for sthifor
doing sth) (informal) to punish or hurt sh
because they have done sth unpleasant to you:
This is his way of getting back at me for arguing
with him. o Ul get her back for what she's done.
S¥H pay sb back (for sthifor doing sth)

@ v+adv+prep ¢ v+n/pron +adv

get back 'Into sth to start being interested or
involved in a particular activity again: She'll try
to get back into journalism when the kids start
schonl. o How svon should I get back into serious
training?

@ v+adv +prep

.get 'back to sb 1o reply to sb or contact them
again by letter or by telephone: Leave a message
and I'll get hack to you as soon as I can. o They
never got back to me about my order.

& v+adv+prep

get ‘back to sth to start doing or talking about
sth again; to return to sth: To get back to what 1
was saying earlier... ¢ Once I was awake I

couldn't get back to sleep. o Let’s get back to the
Doint.
® v+adv+prep

get 'back with sb; get back to'gether to
begin a romantic relationship with sb again,
after you have been apart for some time: Jack’s
getting back with hisex-girlfriend. o Jack and his
girlfriend are getting back together.
= 562 @IS0 GET TOGKTHER 2
& v+adv+prep ¢ v+adv+ady
.get be'hind (with sth) to not go as fast as is neces-
sary or as other people; to not produce sth at the
right time: Once I get behind (with my work) it's
very hard tocatch up. ¢ We're getting behind with
the rent.
YD drop behind, drop behind sh/sth; fall
behind, fall behind sh/sth get ahead
& v+adv
.get be'hind sh/sth 1 to move into a position
behind sbrsth: If you get behind the tree, she won't
see you. o He seems to go mad wher he gets behind
the wheel of a car 2 to reveal the person or thing
responsible for starting or developing sth: This
is a programme that really gets behind the world
of pop music. 3 (especially AmE) to support
shisth and help them to succeed: The whole town
got behind himithe campaign.
® v+prep

get be'yond sth 1 (also get ‘past sth) to move
or advance further than a particular place: /
haven't been able to get bevond chapter one. ¢
When we got beyond York, it started to snow. 2
(also get 'past sth) to make progress so that you
no longer do or are interested in a particular
thing: Hasn't she got beyondipast the stage of
sucking her thumb yet? 3 to become more than
sth: What if our Insses get beyond 10%7?
© v+prep
Bl get beyond a 'joke to become annoying and
no longer acceptable: This rain is getting beyond
a joke. Let’s gu inside.

.get ‘by to manage to live or do a particular thing
using the money, knowledge, equipment, ete,
that you have: Iow does she get by on such a small
salary? o Are you earning more money now?' ‘I
get by o She's got a deadline to meet, so she's get-
ting by on virtually no sleep. © I don’t know « ot
of Italian, but I can get by. ¢ To begin with, you
can gel by with « few simple tools. o Getting by
isn’'t good enough for me. I want to be successful.
@ v+adv

get 'by: get 'by sb/sth = GuT past, GET PasST
SBISTH

,get ‘down 1 (from sth) to move from a higher
position toalower one: The driver got down from
his truck to heip me. T8P% get up 2 to bend down-
wards from a standing position and sit. kneel or
lie on the ground: The children got down on their
hands and knees and pretended to be lions. o He's
going to shoot! Get down! get up 3 (to
sth/...) to visit or arrive at a place further south
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in the country than the place where you live:
How long did it take you to get down here?
get up 4 (from sth) (BrE) (of children) to leave
the table after a meal: Please may I get down
(from the table)? 5 (to sth) (spoken, informal) to
g0 to a place: I'll get doton there straight away. ©
I've got five minutes to get down to the store. 8
(AmE, informal) to rvelax and enjoy yourself,
especially in a very lively way: Let’s get down
and party!
@ vradv

get 'down; get 'down sth to move from a
higher place to a lower one, for example using
stairs, a rope, a ladder, etc: What are you doing on
the table? Get down now! o Did you get down the
hill without any difficulty? o How does water get
down the back of the sink?
get up. get up sth
@ v+adv e v+prep

get sb 'down (informal) to make sb feel sad or
depressed: This weather is really getting me
down. ¢ Don't let it get you down too much.
B depress sh
Get sb down is not used in the passive.
& v+nlpron + adv

get sb/sth 'down 1 (to sth/...) to send or move
sbysth to a place, often a place further south in a
country: Get somebody down here straight away.
o We'll need to get the boat down tv the south
cogst. Y578 get sbisth up 2 (from sth) to move
sbisth from a higher position to a lower one: Cen
you get a jar down from the shelf for me? © Hegot
the baby down from the high chair and put her on
the floor: ¢ Get yowr head down! (= bend so that
your head is low) He's going to shoot! EE In
informal spoken language get sb down sth and,
less often. get sb sth down, are also used: Can
you get me down that book? ¢ Can you get me that
book down?
Get sbisth down is not used in the passive.
& v +nfpron + adv

get sth ‘down 1 (also get sth 'down sbiyou
informal) to swallow sth, usually with difficulty:
The medicine was so horrible I could hardly get it
down. o Get this tea down you, then you'll feel bet-
ter. swallow sth 2 to make a note of or
record sth: Get it down in writing. o I just man-
aged to get down the car’s registration number. &
Did you get his name and telephone number
down? note sth down; take sth down;
write sth down 3 to reduce sth, especially the
cost or price of sth: If we bargain, we may beable
to get the price down. o How can I get my blood
pressure down? Y570 bring sth down: lower sth
Get sth down cannot be used in the
passive.
& v+nfpron+adv e v+adv +n (less frequent)

1 also v +n/pron + prep

.get sh/sth 'down sth to manage to move sb/sth
from a higher place to a lower one, for example
using stairs, a rope. a ladder, etc: I can't get the
bovkcase down the stairs on my own.

Get shisth down sth cannot be used in the
passive.
© v +nipron + prep

get sth 'down sbiyou (informal) = GET STH
DOWN 1

get 'down on sb/sth (for sth) (AmkE, slang) to
think that sb/sth is wrong and to criticize them:
She’s always getting down on me for coming in
late. ¢ Ft'seasy to get down on kids from day today
and forget their good points.

@ v+adv+prep

get 'down to sth; get ‘down to doing sthto
begin to do sth; to give serious attention to sth:
Let's get dotwon to business straight away. ¢ Isn't
it about time you got down to work? ¢ Read the
text all the way through before you get down to
translating it.
€84 business, work
@ v+adv+prep

get 'in; get 'into sth 1 to arrive at a place:
When do you normally get in (= arrive home)
Sfrom work? o What time do you get into work in
the morning? ¢ The train got in late. ¢ What time
does your flight get into Heathrow? 2 (aiso get'in
sth informal) to succeed in entering a place,
especially a building: How did the burglars get
in? & They broke a windotw to gel into the house. &

Youcan't getin(=toaconceri, party. etc.) without
u ticket. o Maybe we can get in the window?
get out, get out of sth 3 (alse get ‘in sth) to
enter or go inside sth: Heran to the cay; got inand
drove off ¢ I saw Jun getting into a cab. ¢ Hurry
up and get into bed. ¢ Get in the car! & He needs
help getting in the bath. ¢ Luckily the poison
hasn't got into her bloodstrecin. ¢ The smell of
smoke got into all my clothes. get out, get
out of sth 4 1o be elected to a political position:
They need 326 seats to get in. o The Republican
candidate got in with a small majority. ¢ When
did she first get into Parliament? 5 to gain a place
at a school, college, university, etc: She's applied
Jor Cambridge, but doesn't know if she’llgetin. o
I tried to get into Harvard, but wasn’t accepted. 6
(also get ‘in sth informal) (BrE. sport) to be
chosen as a member of a sports team: He played
well at the trials for thefootball team and gotin. ©
I'll never get into the senior side. © Did you get in
the tearn?
-» See alsn GET INTO STH; GET INTO STH, GET
$BIYOURSELF INTO STH
@ v+adv ¢ v+prep

get 'in sth =GET IN, GET INTO STH 2,36

.get sb 'In 1 tocall sb to your home, ete. todoa job
for you: We'll have to get a plumber in to mend the
pipe. 2 to attract a large audience: A pantomime
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usually gets the crowds in. pull sb in 3 (alsp
,get sb 'into sth) to fit sb in a small place: Can you
get another person in (= in a car, for example)?
I57K) fit sbisth in, fit sbisth into sth 4 (a/so get
sb ‘into sth) to make it possible for sb to get into
a place, attend an event, etc: If ! come to the stage
door; can you get me in?

Get sb in cannot be used in the passive,

@ v+njpron+adv e v+adv+n(rare)

.get sth 'in 1 to collect or gather sth and bring it
inside a place: Did you get in the washing when it
started raining? ¢ Can you get the bags in from
the car? © We worked hard all week to get the corn
in. YD bring sth in 2 to buy a supply of sth:
Have you got your coal in for the winter yet? o Wiil
you be getting any more of these dresses in? o
(informal) Who's going to get the beers in (= buy
beer for everybody)? 3 to manage to do, have, etc.
sth, although there is not much time: 7 can only
get in an hour's piano practice a day. © We ought
1o get in another meeting before the end of the
month, fit sth in 4 to manage to say sth,
usually when there arc lots of people talking:
She talks so much that it's impossidle to get a
word in. o ‘Excuse me', 1 eventually got in, T
think I can help you.” @83 word 5 to manage to
finish a piece of work and give it to sb in author-
ity, for example your teacher: Did you manage to
get your project in on time? 8 (also get sth 'into
sth) to fit sth in a small place: How are we going to
gel everything in? fit sth in, fit sth into sth
Get sth in cannot be used in the passive.

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

3v+adv+n e v+alpron+adv (less frequent)

4 also v +adv +speech
{3 (not) get a word in 'edgeways (BrE) (Aml;
(not) get a word in ‘edgewlse) to (not) be able to
say anything because sb else is talking too much:
When those two get together: you can't get a word
in edgeways.

get 'in on sth (informal) to become involved or
take part in an activity: How did she manage to
get in on the deal? o He's hoping to get in on any
discussions about the nets project.
= see 50 BE IN ON STH
@ v+adv+prep
Xl get ,in on the 'act (informal) to become
involved in an activity that sb else has started,
especially te get sth for yourself: Since the success
of the first four-wheel drives, other companies are
getting In on the act too.

get 'in with sb (informal) to try to bocome
friendly with sb, especially in order to gain an
advantage for yourself: Have you noticed how
he’s trying to get in with the boss? o She got in
with a bad crowd af school.
& v+adv+prep

.get ‘into sb
& v+prep

B what has got into sb? (spoken) used to say
that sb has started to behave in a strange or dif-
ferent way: What's got into you? o I don’t know
what’s got into Georgia recently — she’s so bad-
tempered.

.get 'into sth 1 to putona piece of clothing, espe-
cially with difficudty: I can’t get into these shoes:
they're too small. o She wants to get into « size 40,
o Go upstairs and get into your pyjamas. 2 to
start a career in a particular profession: Canyou
give me any advice on getting into advertising? 3
(also 'get into dolng sth) to become involved in
an activity; to stavt sth: We got info a conversa-
tion about pollution. o He got into taking drugsat
school. o Sam’s always getting into fights. © Are
you sure you know what you're getting into? B53)
conversation. fight, argument 4 to develop a
habit, a routine, etc: [ don’t want to get into bad
habits. o We've got into a good routine with the
baby now. o Get info the habit of checking your
work carefully. habit, routine IZFF gat out
of sth 8§ (informal) to develop a taste for or an
interest in sth: I'm really getting into jazz these
days. 8 to become familiar with sth; to learn sth:
I haven't really got into my new job yet. T to be
found and used in a particular way or by particu-
lar people: I hope the story doesn’t get into the
papers. o 1 don't want this file getting into the
wrong hands (- getting to people who should
not see it).
= 522 als0 GET IN, GET INTO $TH; GIT INTO STH,
GET SBIYOURSELF INTO STH
@ v+prep

get ‘into sth; get sbhiyourseif 'into sth to
reach a particular state or condition, especially
a bad or unpleasant one; to make sb do this: Jerry
was always getting into trouble as a boy. ¢ Her lit-
tle brother was always getting her into trouble, o
My sense of humour often gets me into trouble! o
The company has got intv difficulties (= financial
problems). ¢ His passion for sailing has got him
into debt. o That’s another fine mess I've got
myself into! o Do you realize what you 're getting
(vourself) into?
got out of sth; get sb/yourself out of sth
Get sb into sth cannot be used in the pas-
sive.
= 5ee ql30 GET IN, GET INTO STH; GET INTO STH
@ v +prep « v+nlpron +prep
[ get sb into ‘bed to persuade sb to have a sex-
ual relationship with you

get sb ‘into sth =crrsB N34

get sth 'into sth=cer st 127

.get 'off 1 to leave a place or start a journey: We
ought to get off straight after breakfast, o to get
off to bedtwork 2 (with sth) to escape or nearly
escape punishment: He got off with a small fine.
<& Companies who pollute the environment have
Leen getting off lightly. 3 (with sth) to escape or
nearly escape injury in an accident: She was
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get off with

lucky to get off with just @ few bruises. 4 (BrE,
informal) to go to steep: ] couldn’t get off to sleep
last night. 5 (AmE, informal, usually disapprov-
ing) to be bold enough to say or do sth: 7 _dpn ?
know where you gel off saying that musicians
don’t make much money. 6 (AmE, A) to have an
orgasm (- strong feelings of sexual pleasure)
O v+adv
[EID get off to a flying 'start; get off to a 'fiyer to
make a very good start: The team have got off
to a flying stari this season. gat off to a good,
bad, slow, etc. start to make a good, bad. slow,
etc. start get off on the right/wrong 'foot (infor-
mal) to start a relationship well/badly: Mark and
I'managed to get off on the wrong foot.
get 'off; get 'off sb (informal) used to tell sb to
stop touching sh: Get off (me)! You 're hurting my
arm!
® v+adv e v+prep
get 'off; get 'off sth 1 to leave a bus, train,
plane, etc. that you are travelling in: Ask the
driver where to get off o Let’s get off the bus and
walk the rest of the way. 7% get on, get on sth
- see also GET OUT, GET OUT OF STH 2 2 to move
vour body from sth you are sitting, standing,
lying, etc. on, down to the ground: Get off the
table at once! o Your bike’s got a flat tyre. You'd
better get off and walk. geton,getonsth 3
to leave work with permission: I normally get off
at 5.30, but 'l try to get off earlier. & What time do
you get off work tomorrow? 4 to stop touching
sth: Get off those cakes! They’re for your grand-
parents.
@ v+adv e v+prep
get ‘off sth 1 to leave a place where you
shouldn't really be: Get off my land! land,
property 2 to stop discussing a particular sub-
ject: Duesn’t she ever get off the subject of money?
subject 3 to stop using the lelephone: Can
you tell me when you get off the phone? o Get off
that phone! I'm waiting for a cull. @81 ghone,
line get on sth 4 to stop using or doing sth
that you have been using or doing as 2 habit: I'm
determined to gel off the drugs. drugs. drink
> see also GET s8 OFF §TH 1 5 (AmE) to say or
write sth amusing
® v+prep
I get off my 'back/'case (spoken, informal)
used to ask sb to stop annoying vou by criticizing
you or telling you to do things get (gth) off the
‘ground to start happening successfully; to make
sth do this: The project was slow to get off the
ground. o to get a new company off the ground
get sb 'off 1 (o ...) to make or belp sb leave a
place or start a journey: 'l come after I've got the
children off to school, 2 to make a baby, a child,
etc. fall asleep: She got the baby off to sleep by
rocking her. o When did you eventually get him
off 783 baby 3 («lso get sb ‘off sth) to help sb

to escape punishment: She's relying on clever
lawyers to get her off. © They managed to get him
off thecharge. )

Get sb off is not used in the passive.

@ v+n/pron +adv 3 also v+ nfpron + prep

.get sth 'off 1 10 send sth by post/mail: I must get

these letters off tonight. send sth off (1o sb)
2 to remove sth from sth; to manage to remove
sth from sth: Get your coat off and come and sit
down. o Her finger was so swollen that s{ze
couldn’t get her ring off 683 clothes, coat ISYR)
take sth off 3 to have permission from your
emplover not to go to work for a particular
period of time: Can you get some time off next
week? o I'll see if I can get the day off BEJ time,
day, week ¥ take sth off - see als0 GET 3TH
OFF 8TH 2 )
Get sth off is not used in the passive.
& v+ nipron + adv
[ get it ‘off (with sb) (Amk, A, slang) 10 have
sexual relations with sb;: to have strong feelings
of sexual pleasure
.get sb 'off sth 1 to help sbto stop usingor duing
sth that they are in the habit of using or doing: I
need professional help 1o get me off the alcohol. >
see also GET OFF 8TH 4 2 to stop sb from discuss-
ing a particular subject: f couldn’t get himoff poi-
itics once he'd started 3 = GET 8B OFF 3
get sb onto sth
0153 Get sb off sth cannot be used in the
passive,
& v+nipron +prep
get sth ‘off sb (informal) to succeed in get’t?ng
sb to give you sth: Did you get that money off him?
o Our team couldn't get the ball off them.
Get sb off sth cannot be used in the
passive.
@ v+ nipron + prep
get sth 'off sth 1 to manage to remove sth from
sth; to remove sth from somewhere: Can you get
the top off this bottle? o She got o jar of coffee off
the shelf ¢ Getyour feet off the chair! 2 to getper-
mission from your employer not to go to work
during a particular period of time: Do you think
you can get the week off work?BEi time, day,
waek - se¢ also GET 3TH OFF 3
take sth off sth
Get sth off sth cannot be used in the
passive,
@ 1 v +nipron +prep
2v+nfpran+prep+n
get 'off on sth; get 'off on doing sth (infor-
malyto become very excited by sth, often in a sex-
ual way or because of drugs: She seems to get off
on shouting at people.
@ v+adv+prep
,get ‘'off with sb; get ‘off together(injprmztl,
especially BrE) o start a sexual or romantic rela-
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tionship with sb: Sam got off with Kate at the
party. & Sam and Kate got off together at the
party. ¢ He was trying to get off with her.
@ vvadv+prep ¢ v+adv+adv

get ‘on 1 (also get a'long) (with sbitogether) to
have a friendly relationship with sh: My mum
and I never really got on (together). & Do you get
along all right with your boss? ¢ Do you and your
boss get along all right? o I'm glad you get on so
well with her. 2 (with sth) to start an activity or
continue doing sth, especially after an interrup-
tion: Be quiet and get on with your dinner! o Let’s
get on with the meeting. © She got on with the job
quietly. o If you'regolng to tell us, just get on with
it! o I'd love to talk but I must geton. o All I want
is to get on with my life. 3 (In sth) to be successful
in your career: She's keen (o get on in her career. o
Having contacts is the only way to get on in the art
world. 4 (also get a'long) (with sth) used to talk
about how well sb is doing a task, managing a
situation, etc: How’s Jan getting on at college? o
Are you getting on alright with your project? ¢ 1
can get along without him easily. o I'm not getting
on very fast with this job. & How did you get on in
your exams? 5 (often used in the progressive
tenses) to leave a place, because you have lots to
do: It’s time we were getting on. - see also GET
ALONG 1
@ v+adv
[0 be getting 'on 1 (of a person) to be becoming
old 2 (of time) to be becoming late: The time’s get-
ting on — we ought to be going. be, getting 'on
for... tobe neara particular time, age or number:
It must be getting on for midnight. o I think he’s
getting on for 40. be, getting ‘on towards/
toward... (especially AmE) to be near a particu-
lar time, especially a time that is late: It must be
getting on toward midnight by now.

.get 'on; get 'on sth 1 (also get ‘onto sth) to get
into a bus, plane, train, etc: How did he manage to

was very lucky to get onto the course. 4 (also get
‘onto sth) to be dropped, rubbed, ete. on sth; to
fall on sth: How did that mud get on the carpet? &
Be careful that the oil doesn’t get onzo your clothes.
® veprep

‘get on sth; 'get sb on sth used especially in
offices to mean to make telephone calls, or to con-
tact sb by phone: I'll get on the phone and find out
exactly what he wants. o I couldn’t get him on the
phoneallday. o Shall I get her on the line?
Get sb on sth is not used in the passive.
® v+prep s v+nipron + prep

.get sth 'on 1 to put on, or to manage to put on, an
item of clothing, jewellery, etc: Get your coat on
and we’ll go for a walk. o My finger’s swollen and
I can’t get my ring on. coat, shoas get
sth off 2 to start preparing or cooking a meal, a
drink, ete: It’s nearly 6 o'clock. I must get the din-
ner on. o Get the kettle on and make us a nice cup
of tea. dinner, kettle
30 put sth on
Get sth on isnot used in the passive.
® 1v+nipron+adv « v+adv +n (less frequent)

2 v+ n/pron +adv

get it ‘on (with sb) (slang, especially AmE) to
have sex with sb

get sb/sth 'on sth (also get sbisth 'onto sth
less frequent) 1 to raanage to put sb/sth onto a
place: It took four people to get the piano on the
stage. ¢ Get him onto a chair and call an ambu-
lance. 2 to make sth reach a particular state or
condition: How did you get mud on your coat?
Get sb/sth oo sth is not used in the
passive.
@ v+nipron +prep
get your 'hands on sb/sth to find, obtain or
catch sbysth: I'll need anything I can get my hands
on. o Just wait until I get my hands on him!

get ‘on at sb to criticize sb a lot: She’s always

getting on at me.
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get out of

.get sb ‘onto sth; get sb ‘on to sth 1 to intro-

duce sb to sth, especially sth harmful: Who got
her onto drugs in the first place? 2 to make sb
start discussing a particular subject: Don’t get
Ken onto politics or we'll be here all night!

get sb off sth

Get sb outo sth cannot be used in the
passive.

@ v+nipron+prep « v+n/pron+ adv+ prep

get sbysth '‘onto sth =GET SB/STH ON STH
get ‘out 1 if news, etc. gets out, it becomes

known, even though people are trying to keep ita
secret: If word gets out there’ll be trouble. o
When it got out that we’'d won the lottery, we
couldn’t escape press photographers. leak
out 2 to have a social life outside your home: You
need to get out more. BYR) go out - see also GET
AROUND 3 3 Get outl (AmE, informal) used to
show that you do not believe sth: Get out! Ed actu-
ally said that?

@ v+adv

get ‘out; get ‘out of sth 1 toleave or go out of

aplace such as a car, alift, a room or a house: The
car door opened and a tall man got out. o I havea
lot of trouble getting out of bed in themornings. ¢
Close the door to stop the heat geiting out. & Get
out and don’t come back! o Do you need help get-
ting outof the bath? getin, getinto sth2to
Jeave a bus, train, plane, etc. that you are travel-
ling in: The bus driver will tell you where to get
out. get on, get on sth - see also GET OFF,
GET OFF STH 1 3 to manage to find a way out of a
place: It’s very difficult getting out of the city in
the rush hour. o The thieves must have got out
through the windouw. 4 to leave a place, an organ-
ization, etc. in order to avoid difficulty or danger:
They were able to get out of the country before the
war started. o The company's in trouble — you
should get out while you can.

@& v+adv + v+vadv+prep

get sth 'out; get sth 'out of sth 1 toremove

or take sth out of a place, a container, etc: Get
your violin owt and we’ll start the lesson. o He
started to get his wallet out (of his pocket) (= 1o
pay) but I insisted on paying. o I'll need to get
some money out (= out of the bank). ¢ She got out
her cigarettes and offered meone. o I'll try and get
that book out of the library. o (figurative) I can’t
get the argument out of my mind. 37% take sth
out, take sth out of sth 2 to remove a stain, etc.
from sth: Did you manage to get out that oil stain?
o I can't get the red wine out of the carpet.
stain
@ venipron+adv « v+adv +n(less frequent) «

v +n/pron +adv + prep
get sth out of your 'system (informal) to do
or say sth so that you no longer feel a very strong
emotion or have a very strong desire: I need to get
the anger out of my system. © You'll feel better
once you 've got it all out of your system.

.get ‘out of sth 1 (also get 'out of doing sth) to

avoid a responsibility or duty; to not do sth that
you ought to do: We promised we'd go — we can’t
getoutof it now. o I'll see if I can get out of going
to the meeting. 2 to stop having a particular
habit: I can’t get out of the habit of waking up
early. o 1don’twant the children to get out of their
routine. o Try to get out of the habit of eating
between meals. habit, routine ISF® get into
sth 3 to escape from a difficult situation: Some-
times I feel I'll never get otit of debt, © How are e
going to get out ¢f this mess? Gl debt, mess,
trouble get Into sth 4 to remove an item of
clothing: Come in and get out of those wet clothes.
P85 get into sth

O v+adv+prep

» ‘get-out n [usually sing.] a way of avoidingsth;
an excuse: They're looking for a good get-out. ¢
The agreement contains a number of get-out
clauses.

geton the wrong plane? & Did Jack manage to get
on? ¢ Did anyone see Sue getting onto the bus? 683 ® t” sV Hep

plane, bus, train 5D board, board sth (more .36t 'On to =GET ONTO

Jormaly get off, get off sth Entersth  get ‘onto sb; get 'on to sb 1 (informal) to con-

get 'out of sth; get sb/yourself 'out of sth
to escape from a particular state or condition,
especially a bad or unpleasant one; to make or
help sb do this: Jack always uses his wits to get

get sb ‘out (in cricket) to end the time when sb is
hitting the ball, for example by forcing them to
make a mistake: [f England can get Richardsout,

cannot be used with this meaning. 2 (also get
‘onta sth) to move your body so that you are
standing, sitting or lying on sth: He got on his
bikeand rode off: & How did the rabbit get onto the
table? 367D get off, get off sth 3 to leave one
road and join another: You’ll need to get on the
motorway at Birmingham.
@ v+adv e v+prep

,get ‘'on sth 1 (to sb) to pick up the telephone and
try to call sb: Get on the phone (to them) and tell
them you can’t come. phone, telephone, line
get off sth 2 (also get 'onto sth) to be suc-
cessful in being chosen to do sth such as be on a
radio or television programme, etc: She’d do
anything to get on the telly. 3 (also get 'onto sth)
to gain a place on a course, a committee, ete:

tact sb, especially by telephone or letter: [f
you've got a complaint you'd better get onto the
manager. 2 to become aware of sb’s activities,
especially ones they want to keep secret: I don’t
want the police getting onto me. - see also BR
ONTO SB

@ v+prep ¢ v+adv+prep

get'onto sth1 =ceT ON STH2,3,4 2 (also get 'on

to sth) to begin to discuss a new subject: We
somehow got onto the subject of exams. o It’s time
we got onto the question of cost. subject,
guestion 3 (also get ‘on to sth) (spoken, infor-
mal) to start working on or thinking about sth:
I'll get onto it right away. 5 see also BE ONTO STH
4 =GET ON, GET ON STH 1,2

& v+prep

they might win the match.
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n (less frequent)

.get sb ‘out; get sb 'out of sth to help ormake

sb leave a place: Get everyone out (= out of a
building) quickly! ¢ I couldn’t get the kids out of
bed this morning. ¢ (figurative) [ can’t get her out
of mymind.

@ v+nipron+adv « v+ n/pron+adv+prep

get sth 'out 1 to say sth with difficulty: She was

laughing so much she could hardly get the words
out. & Jwanted to tell him how I felt, but I couldn’t
getitout. words 2 to produce or publish sth:
Will we get the book out by the end of the year?
Get sth out js not used in the passive,

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n(less frequent)

out of trouble. ¢ The situation is getting out of
control. © Who can get us out of this mess? & This
new job shottld help me get out of debt.

J52P) get into sth; get sb/yourself into sth

Get sb out of sth cannot be used in the
passive.

@® v+adv+prep « v+n/pron +adv + prep

,get sth ‘out of sb to obtain sth from sb, usually

by persuading or threatening them: The police
have got a confession out of her. ¢ It’s not worth
trying to get money out of him! o I couldn’t get a
word out of her.

word, money, the best

@ v+nipron+ adv +prep
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.get sth ‘out of sth; get sth ‘out of doing
sth to gain, obtain or achieve sth from a particu-
lar occasion, situation or activity: She seems to
get a lot out of life. o He gets a lot of pleasure out
of buying presents for the children. ¢ I didn’t get
much out of the conference. o Idon’t feel she’s get-
ting the most out of her studies. o John gets a
kick out of (= gets a lot of pleasure and excite-
ment from) driving fast cars.

BE] pleasure, enjoyment
® v+ nipron+adv + prep

get 'over (also get yourself ‘over informal)
[+adv/prep] to go to a place or to arrive some-
where: Hotw much will it cost you to get over to Ire-
lond? o I'd better get over there right now to see
her: o Get yourself over there now and tell him
houw you feel.

@ v+adv e v¥pron+adv

.get ‘over sb/sth 1o return to your usual state of
health, happiness, etc. after the end of a relation-
ship with sb, an jliness, a shock, etc: He never
really got over Jennifer (= when their relation-
ship finished). o I'm still getting over my cold. o
My pride was hurt, but I'll get over it.

G veprep

get ‘over sth 1 to deal with or gain contro! of
sth: Eddy’s got to learn o get over his shyness.
shyness, problem EYE) overcome sth
Get over sth can be used in the passive in this
meaning: I think the problem can be got over with-
out too much difficulty. 2 (informal) (usually used
in a negative sentence with can’t or couldn’t) to
believe that sth surprising or unexpected really
did happen or is true: I can’t get over (= I'm very
surprised or shocked by) how much she’s
changed! belleve sth 3 to climb or cross sth
high: Can you get over the wall on your own?

@ v+ prep

et sb ‘over[+adv/prep] to arrange for shtogoor
come to a place: Get a reporter over here straight
away! ¢ Shall we get my parents over for dinner
tonight?

Get sb over is not used in the passive.
@ v+nipron +adv

get sth 'over 1 (to sb) = GET STH ACROSS (TO SB)
2 (informal) to complete sth necessary and usu-
ally unpleasant: Can we just get this test over? o
Let’s tell her the news now and get it over with. o
I'll be glad 10 get the exam over and done with.
Get sth over is not used in the passive.

@® 1v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n
2 v+ n/pron + adv

get yourself ‘over [+adv/prep) = GET OVER

get sb/sth 'over sth =GET SB/STH ACROSS STH

.get sth 'over sth to make sth reach a particular
state or condition: How did you manage to get
chocolate all over your clean T-shirt?

Get sth over sth is not used in the passive.
% v+n/pron+prep

get '‘past; get ‘past sb/sth (also get 'by, get
‘by sth less frequent) 1 to manage to move past
shisth: He tried to get past them and run for the
door: 6 Once we get past this truck I can speed up.
2 to pass sb/sth without being noticed, caught or
stopped: It'll be d{fficult to get past the ticket col-
lector without paying. o The movie will never get
past the censors. o Very few goals get past the
goalkeeper.
@ v+adv « v+ prep

.get 'past sth =GET BEYOND STH 1, 2

get sb/sth 'past sb/sth 1 to manage to move
sb/sth past sbisth: ] couldn’t get the baby's buggy
past the car parked on the pavement. 2 to make
sb/sth go past sbisth without being noticed,
stopped or caught: You won't get any goals past
him! o How did you get your article past the
edifor?
Get sth past sb/sth is not used in the
passive.
€ v +n/pron ¥ prep

get 'round; get 'round sth (BrE) (also get
a‘round, get a'round sth AmE, BrE) 1 (In sport,
a race, etc.) to complete a course and return to
the beginning: How long did it take you to get
round (the course)? 2 to fit in a clrcle around a
table, etc: Can we all get round (the table)?
@ v+adv + v+prep

,get 'round sb (also get a'round sb especially
AmE) to persuade sb to let you do or have sth, or
to do what you want, often by being nice to them:
I'll try and get round my dad tonight and per-
suade him to give us a lift.
[ Get round/around sb can be used in the
passive, but this is not common: Do you think
your brother can be got around?
® v+prep

get 'round sth (BrE)1 =GET AROUND STH 12 =
GET AROUND $TH 2 3 (also get a'round sth espe-
cially AmE) to deal with a problem successfully;
to avoid sth: There’s no getting round it. We're just
going to have o pay. o A clever lawyer might be
able to get round that clause. In this mean-
ing, get round sth can be used in the passive:
There must be a way these rules can be got round.
& v+prep

get round/a'round to sth; get 'round/
a'round to doing sth to find the time to do
sth: I haven’t got round to asking him yet. o One
of thesedays I'll get around to buying a new car.
I'm going to write to Uncle Joe, but I haven’t got
around to it yet.
@ v+adv+prep

.get ‘through 1 (to sb) to make contact with sb by
telephone: I tried ringing you but I couldn’t get
through. o We had great trouble getting through
to the right person on the phone. 2 (to sb) to make
sb understand or accept what you say to them,
especially when you are trying to help them: /
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don’t feel I'm getting through (to her). o Do you
think the message is getting through? o Howcan ]
get it through to him that he's wasting his life in
that job? 3 (to sb/sth) to succeed in reaching a
place or a person: Thousands of refugees will dle
if these supplies don't get through (to them). 4 (to
sth) to reach the next stage of a competition:
Henman got through to the final. ¢ I really wasn’t
expecting to get through!
A v+adv

get ‘through; get ‘through sth 1 tosurvivea
difficult or unpleasant experience or period in
your life: He wouldn't have got through (it) with-
out her. o 1 don’t know how I got through the day.
B8] day 1500 survive, survive sth IEIE Get
through sth can be used in the passive in this
meaning: These difficult times just have to be got
through. - see also GET SR THROUGH, GET SB
THROUGH STH 1 2 to be successful in an examin-
ation, a test, etc: Tom failed but his sister got
through. o The whole class got through the exam.
exam pass, pass sth 3 to manage to
pass through a hole, gap, etc. to reach the other
side: The gap's not very wide. Do you think you
can gel through? o Sophie's probably small
enough to get through the window. o The sun was
still trying to get through (the clouds). win-
dow - see also GET STH THROUGH, GET STH
THROUGH STH 2 4 Lo be officially approved or
accepted: Do you think the bill will get through
(Congress)? 083 Parliament, Congress - see
also GET STH THROUGH, GET STH THROUGH STH 1
@ v+adv « v+prep

get 'through sth 1 (especially BrE) to use up the

amount or quantity of sth mentioned: She gets
through forty cigarettes a day. o Have we got
through all that milk already? 2 to manage to do
or complete sth: I've got a lot of work to get
through today. ¢ We must get through the sylla-
bus before the end of the year. 683 work

Get through sth can be used in the pas-
sive: Thereare a lot of jobs to be got through.

& v+prep

get sb ‘through; get sb ‘through sth 1 to

help sb survive a difficult or unpleasant experi-
ence or period in their life: I'm depending on luck
to get me through. o A good breakfast will help
you get through the morning. - see also GET
THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 1 2 to help sb to be
successful in an examination, a test, etc: My
mum got me through my driving test. ¢ These
grades should just get me through. - see also GET
THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 2 3 (to sth) to help a
player or team to reach the next stage of a com-
petition: He was responsible for getting them
through that round. © A stroke of luck may get us
through to the final.

[TEE Get sb through and get sb through sth
are not used in the passijve.

@ v+n/pron+adv e v+nipron +prep

get sth 'through (to sb/sth) to manage to send
sth to a person or place: I really need to get a mes-
sage through to them. © We must get food through
to Ethiopia.
Get sth through is not used in the passive.
@ v+nipron+adv

.get sth 'through: get sth ‘through sth1to
make sth be officially approved or accepted: I'm
still trying to get the proposal through. o Will he
manage to get the bill through parliament? B8
bill 2 to cause sth to pass through sth: Can you
get your car through the gate? & My hair was so
tangled that I couldn’t get a comb through it.
Get sth through and get sth through sth
are not used in the passive.
- see also GET THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 8
@ v+ n/pron+adv e v+nipron + prep

'get to sb (informaly to begin to annoy, anger,
upset or affect sb, even though they try not to let
it: His constant nagging is beginning to get to her.
o Don’t let her get to you. o Seeing him so sad
really got to me.
® v+prep

'get to sth to arrive at a place or reach a particu-
lar situation, age, time, etc: The train gets to Lon-
don at 6 o’clock. o I didn't get to bed until after
midnight last night. o It’s got to the stagelpoint
where I don’t want to go home. © When you get to
my age you're a bit more relaxed about things. ¢
It got to 4 o'clock and she still hadn’t arrived. o 1
wonder where Anthony’s got to (= where he
is/what he is doing)?
bed, stage, point
® v+prep

'get to doing sth to reach the point where you
do sth; to begin to do sth: He got to thinking that
perhaps she wouldn’t come after all.
@ v+prep

get to'gether (with sb) 1 to meet with sb for
social purposes or to discuss or organize sth: We
must get together for a drink some time. & The
management should get together with the union to
discuss their differences. o Local residents have
got together and started a petition. 2 to begin a
relationship with sb: Did you two get together
(with each other) at university? - see also GET
BACK WITH SB, GET BACK TOGETHER
® v+adv
» 'get-together n (informal) an informal social
meeting; a small party: a family get-together o
We're having a little get-together to celebrate
Jane's exam results.

.get A and B to'gether to help two people begin

a romantic relationship with each other: I was
the one who got them together.

bring A and B together

DEES Get sb together is not used in the passive.
© v+n/pron+adv
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get sh/sth to'gether to bring people or things energy 2 to organize sth such as a public event give jgiv/ (gave jgerv/given ;'givn/) hand sth back (1o sb): return sth (to sb)

together in one place: She's getting her things
together ready to leave. ¢ Do you think you could
get together a team for Saturday’s match? o We're
getting a band together. o (figurative) We'll need
some tirme to get our ideas together and come up
with a plan. ¢ Can you get the money together by
Friday? o Do you think you can gef together a pro-
posal by next week? o I haven't got anything
together for the trip.

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

[EXT get your 'act together (informal) to become
properly organized in order to be able to deal
with or achieve sth: If he gets his act together ke
could be very successful. o The government needs
to get its act together on unemployment. get it
to'gether (with sb) (informaly1 to startaroman-
tic or sexual relationship with sb: £ didn’t know
Bill and Gina had got it together! 2 to become
properly organized in order to be able to deal
with or achieve sth: The team needs to get it
together if they want to win the match.

get yourself to'gether to manage to control
your feelings in a difficult situation: She paused
outside the door to get herself together.

pull yourself together

@ v+pron +adv

get 'up 1 to stand after sitting, kneeling, etc:
Everyone got up when the President came in. o He
got up slowiy from his chair. o Get up off the floor!
2 [+ adv/prep] to visit or travel to a place (usually
somewhere further north in the country). When
areyou going to gel up to Glasgow for a visit? © He
dpesn’t get up to see me peryoften. © fwon't beable
to get up there until Wednesday. getdown 3
if the sea or the wind gets up, it increases in
strength and becomes violent: As the sun went
doton, a breeze got up.

& v+adv

» get-up-and-'go n [U] (informal) the qualify of
being energetic and determined: She's got lots of
get-up-and-go.

.get 'up; get sb 'up to get out of bed; to make sb
get out of bed: What time do you usually get up? o
Could you get me up early tomorrow? & Get up,
you lazy thing!

& v+adv « v+n/pron +adv

get 'up; get 'up sth to climb to the top of sth
such as a hill, steps, etc; How did the cat get up
there? o He can't really get up the stairs on his
own. < We used ropes to get up the mountain. o 1
had w get up on the desk and shout to get some-
body’s attention.

653 mountain, hill, stairs, steps 5P get
down, get down sth

& v+adv + v+prep

.get 'up sth 1 tomake yourself feel excited, full of
energy, etct I'm trying to get up the enthusiosm
to do sume Christmas shopping. B8] enthuslasm,

or action: Parents are gelling up a petition
against the closure of the local school. < We're get-
ting up a party for her birthday.
@ 1v+adven
2v+adv+n e v+pron+adv » v+n+adv(rare)
get up 'speed to start to go faster: We'll be
able to get up speed once we gel onto the motorway.
.get sbisth 'up 1 (to sth) to send or move shisth to
another place. often a place further north in the
country: We need to get somebody up there
straight away. ¢ How can we get all our equip-
ment up to Leeds? 55FE) gat shisth down 2 (alse
get sb/sth "up sth) to move sb/sth from a Jower
position to a higher one: Can you get me up onto
the chair? o How did you get the bed up the stairs?
get sh/sth down; get sb/sth down sth
Get sh/sth up is not used in the passive.
@ v+nipron +adv 2 also v +n/pron + prep
get sth 'up 1 to build sth; to put sth into au
upright position: Thay gut the building up in just
a fere months. © Can you get the tent up while I go
and find water? 2 if sb gets their hopes up, they
start to hope and believe that sth they want will
happen: I don’t want to get your hopes up, but
there will probably be a place on the course for
you. only hopes
Get sth up is not used in the passive.
@ v+ nipron +adv
get stv’s ‘back up (informal) to annoy sb: He
really gets my buck up when he behaves like that!
get it 'up (slung) (of a man) to become sexually
excited so that the penis is hard and upright

get shiyourself 'up as/in sth to dress shryour-
self in unusual or strange clothes: She was got
up as an Indian princess.
@ v+nipron +adv + prep
» 'get-up n (old-fashioned, informal) a set of
clothes, usually an unusual or strange one: He
looked ridiculous in that get-up!

get 'up to sth 1 to reach a particular point: We
got up to page 72 last lesson. ¢ ['ve gol to get up to
intermediate level in French in a year 2 (infor-
mal) to be doing or be involved in sth, especially
sth that is surprising or unpleasant: What on
earth will he get up o next? o What hauve you kids
been getting up to? o The boys are lively and get
up to mischief all dey. ¢ She's been getting up to
her old tricks again!
& v+adv+prep

ginger /dzndso),

.ginger sb/sth 'up (BrF£) to make sbisth more
active, interesting or exciting: Some duncing
would ginger up the party. o They need some
excitement to ginger them up a bit.

& v+adv+n + vin/pron+ady

~ away ~out

~ back 122 ~over

- for ~overto
~in ~up
~of ~upon
~off ~up to
~onto

give sb a'way 1 (in a marriage ceremony) to
lead the woman who is getting married to the
man she is going to marry and formally allow
her to marry him: Her father gave her away. 2
(BrE) to give a baby or a child to another person
to take care of as their own child: She had never
understood why her mother had given her away.
-» see also GIVE SBUP 2
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

give sb/sthiyourself a'way to do or say sth
that shows sth about sbfsthfvourself that was a
secret: It was her eyes that gave her away (=
showed how she really felt). o He never gives very
much away about himself” ¢ She had given away
state secrets Lo the enemy. < Ifound I could tell lies
corfidently without giving myself away.
B84 nothing, anything, little 157 betray sb/sth/
yourself (more formal)
@ v+adv+n ¢ v+n/pron +adv
6 ,give the 'game away to tell a secret, espe-
cially by accident; to show sth that has been hid-
den: Idon't want to give the game away by telling
vou how the movie ends.
» 'giveaway n (informal) something that makes
you guess the real truth about sth: He said he was
French, but his avcent was a dead giveaway!
(- showed clearly that he was pot French)
<> 5e¢ @ISO GIVEAWAY At GIVE STH AWAY

give sth a'way to give sth to sb as a gift: He
decided to give most of hix moneyaway. & Wehave
200 tickets to glve quway free to our viewers.
G vrnipron+tadv e v+adv+n
» 'giveaway n {(informal) something that a com-
pany gives free, usually with a product for sale,
to persuade people to buy it
~» S€¢ als0 GIVEAWAY at GIVE $B/STH/YOURSELF
AWAY
» 'give-away adj [only before noun) (informal)
(of prices)very low

give sb 'back (to sh) to return a child to its par-
ents: We love our grandchildren dearly, but weare
happy to give them back at the end of theday!
& vinipron+adv e vtadv+n

give sth 'back (to sb) to return sth to its owner:
You can't have it. Give it back! © Have you given
back the money you borrowed from your futher? <
Can you lend me $20? I'll give it back to you later. &
The new law gives some power back to the people.
o (figurative) The operation gave him back the
useof his legs.

(more formal)

In informal language give sb back sth
and, less often, give sb sth back are also used:
Could you give me back my pen? < Could you give
me my pen back? In very informal spoken Eng-
lish, you can also sav: I'l give you it back tomor
row or I'll give it you back tomorrow.

@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n

‘give sth for sth to pay or give a particular

amount to have or do sth: How much did you give
Jor the car? o I'd give anything for a cold beer.
Give sth for sth is not used in the passive.
© v+nipron+ prep

give 'in (to sbisth) 1 to accept that you have been

defeated or persuaded by sh: / give in - you'll
have to tell me the answer. o Fventually I gave in
to temptation and had an ice cream. 2 to finally
agree to do sth that you do not want to do: We
mustn't give in o terrorist demands. © She gives
in to the children all the time to avoid arguments.
5P hold out (against sbisth)

@ v+adv

‘give sth 'in (to sb) to hand sth to sb in authority,

for example a teacher: Please give your test in (to
the teachery when you've finished.

15YR) hand sth in (to sb)

@ v+nipron+adv e vadvtn

‘give of sth; give of yourself (formal) to give

vour time or money willingly to help other
people without expecting them to do anything
for yow: She's always willlng to give of her time fo
help the homeless. o The teacher encourages all
the children to give of their best.

time, bast

© v+prep e v+prep+pron

give 'off sth; give itithem "off 1 to produce

sth such as heat, light, smoke, etc: Burning apple
wood gives off a pleasing smell. smell,
aroma, light, gas = see also GIVE STH oUT 2 2 to
give a particular impression by the way you look
or behave: She gave off an air of confidence.

OEEE A noun must always follow off, but a pro-
noun comes between the verb and off.

@ v+adv+n e v+pron +adv (lessfrequent)

'give onto sth (BrE) if a door, a window, etc.

gives onto sth, it has a view of it or leads dir-
ectly to it: French windows give onto a balcony.
& v+prep

.give 'out 1 to come to an end: to be used up: My

patience finally gave out. o We were fine until the
batteries in the torch gave out. run out 2 if
an engine, a machine, etc. gives out, it stops
working, especially because it is old or damaged:
Oneof the plane’s engines gave out. o (figurative)
His heart gave out just before his eightieth birth-
day. break down

G v+ady
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give sth 'out 1 to hand sth to a lot of people: The
teacher gave oul the exam papers. ¢ I'll write up
the report and give it out to the whole department.
cards, leafiets hand sth out (io sb)
In informal spoken language give sb out
sth is also used: I'll give you out the cards later 2
to produce sth, such as light or heat: That lamp
doesn’t give out a lot of light. BEil fight, heat,
noise -» see also GIVE OFF $TH, GIVE ITITHEM OFr 1
3 (BrE) to tell people sth or broadcast sth: No
details of the eccident have been given out yvet. ¢
The leader of the opposition has given out thal
she is resigning. information Give sth
out is often used in the passive in this meaning.
© v+adv+n e v+nipron+adv

give 'over (BrE, spoken, informal) used to tell sb
to stop doing sth: Give over! I can’t work with you
shouting like that.
& v+ady

give sbisth 'over to sb to let sb have sh/sth so
that they can look after or have responsibility for
themfit: We gave the house over to my uncle when
we went to live abroad.
@ v+n/pron+adv+prep « v+adv+n+prep

give sth 'over to sth to use sth only for a par-
ticular activity or purpose: The newspapers gave
six pages over to the tragedy. o Much of the coun-
tryside is given over to agriculture.
IEER Give sth over to sth is often used in the
passive,
@ v+nipron+adv+prep « v+adv+n+prep

Jgive yourself 'over/'up to sth: give your-
self 'over/up to doing sth to spend all vour
time and energy on sth; to allow sth to com-
pletely control your Jife: After his wife's death, he
seemned to give himself over to despair. © I want to
give myself over to writing full-time.
@ v+ pron +adv +prep

give 'up; give sth 'up; give 'up doing sth1
to stop trying to do sth, usually because it is too
difficult: Ske doesn't give up easily — she keepson
trying. o I tried to fix the car myself but gave up
the attempt after a couple of hours. o I've given
up trying to understand her < see also GIVE 1% (TO
sn/sTH) 2 to stop doing or having sth that you
consider unhealthy: It’s about time you gave up
smoking.
@®v+adv e vtadv+n e v+pron+adv ¢ vin+adv

(less frequent) « v+adv +-ing

give sb 'up 1 to stop having a friendship or a
relationship with sb: I'm nof going to give up all
my friends just because I'm getting married. ¢ He
gave her up for a younger woman. 2 to give a baby
to sb else to bring up: She gave the haby up for
adoption. - see also GIVE s8 away 2 3 (also give
‘up on sb especially AmkE) to stop hoping that sb
will arvive or is still alive: Where have you been?
We'd given you up!
® v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n 2alsov+adv +prep

give sb up for ’lost/'dead (formal) to no
longer hope or expect that sb will arrive or is still
alive

,give sth 'up 1 to stop doing or having sth: He's
given up the idea of becoming a model. © She'd
given up all hope of seeing him again. 2 (to sb)
to let sh else have sth, sometimes because they
need it more than you: Children rarely give up
their seals to older people on buses now (= stand
up so that they can sit down). 3 (to sb) to hand
sth over to sb else: Do I have to give up my old
passport when I apply for a new one? 4 {0 spend
time doing sth when you would normally be
doing sth else: Thanks for giving up your time to
come and help us. time. the morming, etc. 5
(for sbito do sth) to stop doing or baving sth that
you: enjoy so that you can do or achieve sth that
you consider more important: I gave up every-
thing for my family. ¢ She gave it all up to be with
him.
Give sth up is not often used in the passive,
©v+adv+n e vpron+adv « v+n+adv (lessre

quent) 3v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n

let’s give it up for sh (spoken, informal, espe-
cially AmE) used to ask people to hit their hands
together several times (to clap) to show they
approve of sb or have enjoyed sth

give yourself 'up {to sb/sth) to allow yourself to
be arrested or captured: After @ week on the run
he gave himself up to the police.
surrender (to sb/sth)
@ v+pron+adv

.give 'up on sb (informal 1 to lose hope that sb
will get better, change, etc: 've given up on her.
She never replies to my letters. ¢ His teachers seem
to have given up on him. 2 (especially AmE) =
GIVESBUP3
© v+adv+prep

.give 'up on sth (informal) to stop hoping that
sth will be successful or will happen: I haven't
given up on my marriage yet {— 1 think we can
save it). ¢ Have you given up on the idea of emi-
grating?
© v+adv+prep

,give yourself 'up to sth; give yourself 'up
to doing sth = GI1vE YOURSELF OVER/GP TO STH,
GIVE YOURSELF OVER/UP T0 DOING $TH

glance 1alans; AmkE glaens/

glance 'off sth if a ball, etc. glances off sth, it
touches it lightly and moves away from it in a dif-
ferent direction: The ball gianced off the goal
post into the net.
© v+prep

glance ‘off/'on sth if light glances offion sth,
it flashes on a surface or is reflected from it: the
sun glancing on water
@ v+prep
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go after

Jglance 'over/through sth to look at or read

sth very quickly and not very thoroughly: Could
you glance over this document for me? o I glanced
through a magazine while I waited.

hook, list

® v+prep

glaze iglen/

glaze 'over if a person's eycs glaze over, the

person begins to look very bored or tired: Her
eyes glazed over when they started talking about
Joothall, o I started to glaze over at that point,
OO Glaze can also be used with the same
meaning: Her eyes gigzed with tears.

@ v+adv

glom fglom: AmE gla:m{ (-mm-)

glom ‘onto sth (AmE, slang) to hecome very
interested in sth such as a new fashion or an
idea: The whole nation glormmed onto the scandal.

& v+prep

glory fyloirif (glories, glorying, gloried,
gloried)

‘glory in sth (literary) 1 to get great pleasure or
enjoyment from sth: He gloried in his son’s suc-
cess. o I gloried in the beauty of the scenery. 2 to
take pleasure in sth: She seemed to glory in his
Sailure.

& v+prep

gloss /glos; AmE glos, glas/

gloss 'over sth to treat sth such as a problem,
mistake, etc. as if it was not important and avoid
discussing it in detail: The manager glossed over
the team's recent defeat. © The movie glosses over
the real issues of the war:
Gloss over sth can be used in the passive:
This question has been glossed over by politicians.
® v+prep

gnaw /nx/

‘gnaw at sb to make sb feel gradually more anx-
ious or annoved over a long period of time: These
doubts had been gnawing at him for seme time.
© v+prep

.gnaw a'way at sth to gradually have a harmful
etfect on sth over a long period of time: His atti-
tude towards her gnawed away at her confidence.
@ v+adv+prep

GO /gou; AmE gou/ (goes /geuz; AmE gouz/went
/went/gone /gon; AmE gom, ga:n;)
Been is used as the past participle of go
when sb has gone somewhere and come back.
go a‘bout; go a'bout sth (3rk) = 6o sroUuND,
GO AROUND $TH 3

~ about 128 ~infor

~ about together ~ in with

~ about with ~into

~ across ~off

~ after 128 ~ off with
124 ~ against ~on

~ ahead 130 ~out, out of

~along ~ out for

~ along with ~out of

~around ~ over

~ around together 131 ~overto

~ around with ~ past
125 ~at ~ round

~away ~round together

~ away with ~ round with

~ back ~ through

~back on 132 ~ through with

~ back over ~to

~backto ~ together
126 ~ before ~ towards

~ beyond ~ under

- ~up

~down ~ up against
127 ~downen ~upto

~down to ~ with.

~ down with ~ without

~ for 133 ~up against

~ forth ~upto

~ forward ~with

~in ~ without

go a'bout; go a'’bout sth; go a'bout doing

sth (Brk) = GO AROUSD, GO AROUND §TH, GO
AROUND DOING §TH

‘go about sth (o continue to do sth in your usual

way, especially after sth unusual has happened;
to keep busy with sth: Evervbody was golng
about their business as usual.
G867 your business, the busi
task

® v+prep

of..., work,

go a'bout sth: go a'bout doing sth to start

to work at sth; to approach or deal with sth: [
want to help, but Idon't know how to go about it.
How should 1 go about finding a job? © You're not
going abowt it the right way. © It seems a strange
way of going about things.

things ET0 set about sth, set about doing
sth; tackle sth

& v+prep

.go a'bout with sb; go a'bout together (BrE)

=G0 ARQUND WITH §B, GO ARQUND TOGETHER

8o a'cross; go a'cross sth to cross aroom, a

road, a river, etc. in order to get to the other side:
We borrowed a boat and went across to the island.
o Can you g0 across the road to the store for me?
@ v+adv » v+prep

go ‘after sb/sth 1 to chase or follow a person or

an animal to try to catch theny: He went after the
burglars. o Aren't you going to go after her to see
if she's all right? 2 to try to get or obtain sb/sth:
We're both going after the same job.

@ v+prep



go against 124

,go a'gainst sb if aresult, a judgement, etc. goes
against sb, it is not in their favour or to their
advantage: The jury’s verdict went against him. ¢
The war is going against us.

@ v+prep

.go a'gainst sb/sth to resist or oppose sbisth; to
act in a different way from what sbh tells you or
advises you to do: Anyone who goes against me
will he punished. ¢ He was going against his doc-
tor’s advice by continuing to work. o Don't go
against your parents ' wishes.

& v+oprep

.go a'gainst sth to be opposed or contrary tosth:
to not fit or agree with sth: This goes against
everything I believe in. ¢ Paying for my children’s
education goes against my principles.
principles, betiefs
© v+prep
[Ed] go against the 'grain to be sth different from
what is normal or natural for you and so sth you
do not like deing: It went against the grain to
have to agree with my brother.

go a'head 1 (a/s0 ,go a'head of sb) to go infront
of other people who are going in the same direc-
tion as you and arrive before them: She went
ahead of him into the house. ¢ You go ahead and
we'll follow when we're ready. 2 (of a plan, a pro-
ject, a deal, etc.) to be carried out or happen: The
building of the new bridge will go ahead as
planned. ¢ Filming went ahead in spite of the
bad weather. proceed (formal) 3 (with sth)
if sb goes ahead with sth, they do it, although
there may be a problem, or sb may have objected
or expressed doubts: In spite of her illness, Anna
decided to go ahead with the wedding. o ‘May T
start now?’ “Yes, go ahead (- I give you permis-
sion). " B proceed (with sth)
& v+adv 1 alsov+adv+prep
» the ‘go-ahead n [sing.) permission or approval
for sth to start: Has the boss given you the go-
ahead for the project?
» 'go-ahead adj (usually before noun] (BrE) very
ambitious; trying hard to succeed, often by using
new methods and ideas: a¢ goahead young
designer

go a'long 1 to progress; to develop or improve:
Things are going along nicely. 2 (to sth) (with sb)
to go somewhere or to an event with sh: J went
along to the club a couple of times. o Sam said
he'd go along to the party with us. 3 (especially
AmE) to do what sb else suggests or does: What-
ever Ed said, Max went right along.
@ v+adv
[BER as you go a'long while you are doing sth: He
made the story up as he went along, © I was never
taught how to use a computer. I just picked it up as
T went along.

go a‘long; go a'long sth to move forward or

from one end of sth towards the other: The bus
rattled as it went along. o Twent along o dark nar-
row passage, past several doors.

& v+adv + v+prep

go a'long with sbisth 1 (especially BrE) to

agree with shisth: I can’t go along with you on
that point. 2 to accept sth or do sth, especially
when you do not really want to: They didn't like
the idea, but they went along with it. o I didn't
want to make him angry, so Ljust went along with
him (.- [didn’t argue with him). IZY0 fall in with
sth (BrE)

& v+adv+prep

.go a'round (AmE) = 60 ROUND
go a'round; go a'round sth (BrE aiso go

‘round, go 'round sth) 1 to visit a group of
people or places, one by one: I'll go around and
check all the doors are locked. o We spent all after-
noon going round the shops. ¢ She went round the
table and said goodbye to everyone. 2 (of a note,
ete.) to be sent round a group of people so that
everyone can read it: 4 card’s going around for
people to sign. o A memo went around the depart-
ment. 3 (BrE also go a’bout, go a'bout sth) if a
piece of news, an illness, ete. goes around, it
spreads from one person to another: There’s a
rumour going around that Sam and Kate are hav-
ing an affair: ¢ There's a nasty virus going round
the school. float around, float around sthd
to move or be placed in a circle: The cyclist was
going round the roundabout the wrong way o
Theearth goes round the sun. < (figurative) We're
going round in circles in this argument. 5 to be
enough for everyone to have a share: Therearen’t
ennugh chairs to go round. o Is there enough food
to go around all the guests? 6 to move around the
outside of sth in order to get past sth or get to the
other side: We didn't go into the city We went
around it. o Because of the flood, we had to go
round by the minor roads to get to school. T to
travel in a country or place and visit lots of dif-
ferent things: We travel around by bus. © They're
saving up to go around the world. o We're plan-
ning to go round visiting all the temples. 8 1o visit
every part of aroom or building: How long does it
take to go around the museum? o A guide will go
round with you.

@ v+adv e v+prep

Xl what goes around ‘comes around what-
ever happens now will have an effect in the
future

,go a'round [+ adviprep], go a'round sth [+

adv/prep], go a'round doing sth (BrE also
g0 'round/about [+ adv/prep] ,go ‘round/about
sth {+ adv/prep] go ‘round/a'bout doing sth) to
dress or behave in a particular way; to do sth
regularly: She goes around barefoot most of the
time. o It’s not safe to go about the streets alone. ©
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You can't go round spreading rumours like that. ©
The kids went around in gangs, dressed com-
pletely in black.

Go aroundfround/abont and go around/
round/about sth are used with an adverb or a
phrase beginning with a preposition.

@ v+adv e v+prap

.go a'round sb/sth (BrE also go 'round sb/sth)

to surround or go in a circle around sb/sth: I felt
his arm going around my shoulder. & The belt
won't go round my waist!

© v+prep

go a'round sth (Brk also go 'round sth) to

move or travel around a corner: The car’s tyres
screeched as it went round the bend. ¢ Maggie
watched until Jess had gone around the corner
and was vut of sight.

[©BY, only cornar, bend

® v+prep

IX3 go round the 'bend/twist (informal, espe-
cially Brk) to go crazy: If { have to stay in this
place another day, I'll go round the bend!

.go a'round with sb; go a'round together

(BrE also go a’bout/round with sb, go a'bout/
‘round together) (becoming old-fushioned) to
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of
people: Ann goes around with Sue. & Ann and Sue
go around together. o Thesearethe people 1 usedto
goaround with.

Y% hang around with sb, hang around
together

@ v+adv+prep « v+adv+ady

‘go at sb to attack sb: He went at me like a wild

animal.
@ v+prep

'go at sth to make great efforts to do sth; to work

hard and with enthusiasm at sth: They went at the
Job as if their lives depended on it. © He was going
at the food as though he hadn't eaten for days.

® v+prep

[ go at it hammer and ‘tongs if two people go
at it hammer and tongs, they argue or fight
with alot of energy and noise

4o a'way 1 to leave a place or a person: Go away!

You're annoying me! ¢ Go away and think about
it a bit. 2 to leave home for a period of time, espe-
cially for a holiday/vacation: They went away for
the weekend. ¢ Are you going away on holiday
this year? o She goes away on business a lot. 3 to
disappear gradually: The smell still hasn't gone
away. © Has your headache gone away? ¢ The
longing never went away.

come back

@ v+advy

go a'way with sth to leave a place with a par-

ticular feeling or impression: I don’t want people
to go away with the wrong idea.
@ v+adv+prep

go 'back 1 (to sth/...) to return to a place where
you were before: Can we go back inside? © I made
a cup of tea and went back to bed, © When areyou
going back to Australia? 2 (fo sth) to return to
school or work after a break: The children have to
£0 back to school next week. 3 (to sbisth) tobe ina
situation that you were in before: Wecan never go
back to how things were before (= in a relation-
ship, for example). & Once you have taken this
decision, there’s no going back. ¢ I don't think
Emily will go back to her husband (= live with
him again). 4 (to sth) to return to work after
being on strike: The strikers won't go back (fo
work) until they get a pay rise. 5 (to sth) (infor-
mal) (of sththat you have bought or borrowed)to
be returned to the place where you got it: This
toaster will have to go back to the shop — it doesn’t
work properly. ¢ When does this video have to go
back? 6 {of clocks and watches) to be set to an
earlier time when the time changes at the ehd of
summer: The clocks go back tonight. We get an
extra hour in bed. go forward
© v+adv

.go ‘back... 1 if two people go back a period of
time, they have known each other and have been
friends for that time: Adam and I go back a long
way. 2 (also go 'back to sth) to have existed
since a particular time in the past: Qur friend-
ship goes back fifteen years. © This tradition goes
back to medieval times. date back..., date
back to sth 3 (aiso go ‘back to sth) to consider
sth that happened in the past: To trace the origins
of the problem, we have to go back to the 18th cen-
tury. & I'm going back a few years now... (- 'm
talking about sth that happened some years ago)
@ v+adv 2,3 alsov+adv+prep

.go ‘back on sth to fail to keep a promise; to
change your mind about sth: She never goes
back on her word (= fails to do what she has said
she will do). o He went back on his promise. ¢ I
don’t like to go back on what I said.
your promise, your word
@ v+adv+prep

go 'back over sth to think about sth again or
often: I went back over the day’s events in my
mind.
@ v+adv+prep

.go 'back to sth 1 to start talking about sth
again: To go back to what you were saying
before... 55790 return to sth 2 = GO BaCK... 2
3=coBaCK...3
@ v+adv+prep

.go 'back to sth; go 'back to doing sth1to
start doing sth again that you had stopped doing:
Tom turned over and went back to sleep. <1
wouldn’t go back (o living in the city. o She's
decided to go back to teaching. o John’s going
back to college to get some more gqualifications.
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2 (of a situation) to return to what it was before
sth else happened: Things haven't gone back to
normal yet.
B¥R return to sth
@ v+adv+prep

go be'fore (literary) (not used in the progressive
tenses) to exist or happen in an earlier time: The
present crisis is worse than any that have gone
before.
Go before is usually used in the past or
perfect tenses.
& v+adv

‘go before sbysth (of alegal case, a proposal or
an issue) to be presented to sbisth so that they
can discuss it or make a decision or a judgement
about it: When does his case go before the judge?
& v+prep

.go be'yond sth to be greater, better, cte. than
sth: The price we got for the painting went beyond
all our expectations (= was much better than we
had expected). ¢ The matter has gone beyond a
Joke (= has become very serious and is no longer
amusing).
exceed sth (formal)
@ v+prep

.80 'by (of time) to puss: As time goes by, my mem-
ory seems to get worse. & The weeks went slowly
by o Hardly a day went by without Anthony's
name being mentioned.
@® v+adv

‘go by ‘go by sb/sth 1 to pass sbisth without
stopping: Did you see a boy go by on a bicycle? o
We sat and watched the world go by (= watched
people passing). o They waved to is as we went
by the window. ZY% pass by, pass by shi/sth 2
(AmE) to stop somewhere or visit b for a short
time, often on your way to somewhere else: ['lf go
by and see him on my way home. o Would you go
by the grocery store for me? 3By drop by; stop by
& v+adv e vprep

‘go by sth 1 to be guided or directed by sth; to
form an opinion or a judgement from sth: That's
a pood rule to go by. ¢ If past experience is any-
thing to go by, Tom will be late! ¢ I shall go
entirely by what my solicitor says. 2 to call your-
self a particwlar name, which may not be your
real name: For her crime novels, she goes by the
name of Monica Simon. only the name of...
© v+prep

.go 'down 1 (to.../sth) (from.../sth) to travel from
one place to another, especially from the north of
a country to the south: We're going down to Lon-
don next week, go up 2 tofall to the ground:
She tripped and went down with a bump. 3 to
become lower or smaller; to fall: The price of pet-
rol is going downiPetrol is going down (in price).
< The temperqlure went town by 10 degrees over-
night. © Rental costs have gone down (£50) since
last year. ¢ The flood waters are going down. ©

Membership numbers have gone down recently. o
The swelling has gone down a little, ER drop;
fall go up 4 [+ adv] if a remark, a perform-
ance, an action, etc. goes down well or badly, etc.
it gets a good or bad reaction from people: Did
your performance go down all right (= did people
like it)? o The movie went down well in America.
o Jokes don’t go down too well with my mother (-
she does not like them). ¢ The band went down
a sftorm (= people liked them very much). 5 (of
the sun and moon) to disappear below the point
where the sky seems to meet the land or the sea
(the horizon): We tvatched the sun go down.
sat come up; rise B to get worse: The gual-
ity of the product has gone down since the com-
pany was sold. © He's certainly gone down in my
estimation (= I don’t have the good opinion of
him that I used to). © The food’s gone down since
the restaurant changed hands. deteriorate
(more formal) go up 7 (computing) if a
computer system goes down, it stops working
temporarily: I lostall my work when the computer
went down, 8 (of food, a meal, etc.) to be digested
or partly digested: Let your food go down before
you go swimming. 9 [+adv] if food or drink
willwill not go down, it is easy/difficult to swal-
Iow, or you enjoy ittdo not enjoy it: My drink
went down the wrong way and [ started cough-
ing. © A cup of tea would go down nicely (= 1
would like one). 10 when the curtain in a theatre
goes down, it is the end of the performance: The
audience were cheering as the curtain went down.
o {figurative) After 25 years, the curtain has
finally gone down on his sparkling career:
go up 11 when lights go down in a theatre, the
performance is about to start: She quickly found
a seat before the lights went down. 575 goup 12
[+ adv/prep] to reach down to a particular point:
Pepita’s coat is sv big it goes right down to her
ankles. 43 (of a tyre) to lose air: My fyre’s gone
down again, 44 (Brg, informal) to be sent to
prison: He’s gone down for twenty vears. 15 (of a
carpet) to be put on the floor: If'll feel a lot
warmer when the carpet goes down. 16 (of a
plane) to fall from the sky; to be brought to the
ground: “The plane’s going down!" hiecried, 17 (of
aship)to sink: Hundreds died when the ferry went
down. 18 to fail; to behave badly and lose
people’s respect: [f the business goes down, we go
down with it. 19 to be defeated by sb, especially
in a sports game or competition: Liverpool went
doumn 2-0 to Everton. 20 (to sth) (especially BrE)
to be made to move to a lower position, rank,
class, status, etc: We need to win the next two
games to avold going down. go up 21 (in
sth) (as sth) to be written down; to be recorded or
remembered in a particular way: Evervthing I
said went down in his little book. © 1998 will go
down as the company’s best year ¢ He will go
down in history as a great statesman. 22 (slang,
especially AmE) to be happening: She always
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knows what’s going down. ¢ What s going down?
23 (from..) (BrE. formal) to leave a university
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) at the end of a
term or after finishing your studies: She went
down (from Cambridge) in 1964. go up
@ v+adv

go 'down; go ‘down sth to move from a higher
position to a lower one; to go along sth from one
end towards the other: One end of the see-sqw
goes up while the other end goes down. ¢ The pain
goes down my arm. ¢ Pve just got to go down to
Jim's office with these papers. o Will we go down
any steep hills? © You'll see the museum if you go
down the road a bit. o It was hard enough to get
up here (= a mountain, for example), and now
we've got lo go down!e Their company has
decided to go down the same path (- do the same
things) asours.
road, stairs, hill go up, go up sth
@® v+adv e v+prep
go down the 'drain (BrE also go down the
‘plughole) to be wasted; to get much worse go
down 'that road to follow a particular course of
action, especiaily a difficult or harmful one: He
said he’d never used drugs because he'd seen (00
many talented kids go down that road.

.go 'down on sth tolower your body towards the
ground, especially so that you are kneeling: 7
went down on my hands and knees to look for
the pen. o I'm not going to go down on my knees
and beg him to forgive me.

BJ] hands and k .k one knee, all
fours
@ v+adv+prep

go 'down to .../sth to go to a place near where
you are, or a place you often go to: Shall we go
down to the beach for a swim? & I'mgoing down to
the corner shop for some milk.
© v +adv+prep

,g0 'down with sth (especially BrE) to become i1l
with sth; I think I'm going down with a cold,
come down with sth; sicken for sth;
catch sth; get s5th
® v+adv+prep

'go for sh/sth 1 to attack sbisth: She went for him
with a knife. o (figurative) The newspapers really
went for him over his defence of terrorism. 2 to
apply to sbisth; to be true of sbisth: What I said
about Tim helping goes for you too, Alex. o We
may have high unemployment, but the same goes
Jor many other countries. o Terry needs to relax
more, and the same goes for you. 3 {o go to get
shisth: Shall I go for a doctor? ¢ She's gone for
some milk. 4 (0 be attracted by sbisth; to like or
prefer sbisth; He’s not the type I usuaily go for. o
Children usually go for colourful packaging.

@ vtprep

X3 (have) a lot, nothing, ete. 'going for itiyou
(to have) many/not many advantages: She has a
good job. she's attractive and intelligent — she
has a lot going for her © The town doesn’t really
have much going for it.

‘'go for sth 1 to choose sth: I think I'll go for the
steak. o Which computer system are they going
Jor? 2 ta try to get or achieve sth: Did you go for
that job? ¢ He’s going for the world record. © Go
for it! You 've got nothing to lose. o That'su great
idea! Go for it! 3 to be sold for the price men-
tioned: These computers usually go for under
£1000.
© v+prep

g0 ‘