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To the student

Dear Student

Words have friends!

You have probably spent a long time learning new words. However, it is not enough to know
only a word and its meaning.You also need to know what other words it combines with to make
natural expressions in English. Words have friends, and you need to know who they are! We call
this relationship between words ‘collocation’. This is a very important part of learning vocabulary.

Key words

This book practises the collocations of some of the most useful words in English. These ‘key
words’ are the nouns we use to talk about particular topics. For example, nouns like trip, flight,
passport are key words if you want to talk or write about travelling.

How is the book organised?

This book is organised into topics, divided into 22 sections. Each section consists of a number
of one-page units. Each unit consists of a box at the top of the page, which lists the most
common collocations of the key word.This is followed by exercises which help you to notice
and practise the collocations of that key word in natural expressions and sentences.

How to use this book

There is simply not enough time to learn all these collocations in class, so this book is designed
for self-study, and will help you to develop your vocabulary quickly and independently.

If you do one unit of this book every day, in under a year you will have learned over 3,000
expressions. That will make an enormous difference to your English!

This book can also help you with your work in class. For example, if the topic in your
coursebook is about jobs, then it would be a good idea to look at Unit 4 —Work.

Lastly, collocation practice is one of the best ways to prepare for the FCE and similar
examinations, especially for the speaking and writing sections.
Keep this book!

This is a book for life.When you have completed the exercises, it becomes your personal
vocabulary reference book — a resource book that you can return to again and again.

George Woolard
Edinburgh 2005
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Before you begin

I. What are key words?

‘Key words’ are the most common and most useful words in English. They are the most important
words to learn. The main reason they are important is because they can combine with lots of other
words in short expressions.We call these expressions ‘collocations’.

2. What are collocations?
Collocation is ‘the grammar of words’ — how words go together with other words. Collocation tells us
which words can come before or after other words. Here are some examples from this book:
= verbs with money
You can earn money, save money, lend money, and inherit money.
* adjective with price
You can pay the full price for something. Perhaps you only paid half-price.
* verbs with food
You can prepare, serve, eat and waste food.
These are just a few of the collocations you will learn in this book.

3. Why are all the key words in this book nouns?
Nouns are the most important words we know. All the other parts of speech — adjectives, pronouns,
adverbs, verbs, and prepositions — are important too, but they don’t tell us as much as nouns do.
Nouns tell us WHAT we are talking about:

a language
Verbs then tell us what we can do with a language:

learn it, acquire it, speak it or translate it.
Adjectives can then tell us what kind of language:

our first language, a foreign language, body language, bad language.
But the most important idea is to start with ideas or things which we express with nouns.
If you are having a meal and you would like the salt, you could simply say:

salt
Everybody knows that you want the salt. So you could have said:

the salt

or the salt, please

or pass the salt, please

or Could you pass the salt, please!?
We know that the last sentence is the best way of saying what we want. If we had said:

Could you pass the X, please!

nobody would know what we wanted! In this situation, the noun ‘salt’ carries 99% of our meaning.

4. Why is it important to learn the collocations of the most important nouns?

If we know 100 of the most important nouns, and we learn 10 verbs or adjectives which can go with
them, we will then know 1,000 expressions. Every time we learn 100 nouns with 10 collocations of
each, we add another 1,000 expressions to our vocabulary. Quite simply, learning to use more words
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along with the words we already know is the most useful way to expand our English. If you study all
three books in this Key Words for Fluency series, you will learn over 10,000 expressions.

5. Who chose the words in this book!

These words chose themselves! In all the modern databases of

\

English, the key words in this book are among the most
commonly used. The best way for you to improve your
English is to learn the most common collocations of
these most common words. This intermediate book

contains around |5 collocations of over 200 of the

s

“He makes too many silly mistakes!”

most useful words at this level. That means you wili
practise over 3,000 useful expressions if you study
this book. Dictionaries contain thousands of words
and expressions, but they cannot tell you which ones to learn or how to use them.

The 3,000 expressions in this book will help you to improve and help you to pass your examinations.

6. Why is this book called Key Words for Fluency?

Fluency is the ability to speak naturally, listen efficiently, read quickly, and write well. What does this
mean?
I. Speaking naturally means NOT making everything up one word at a
time, but speaking in whole expressions at normal speed.
2. Listening efficiently means understanding people at the speed at which
they speak. This means that when you hear the first word of an
expression of the first few words of a sentence, you know how it
is going to end.
3. Reading quickly means that your eye is ahead of your brain! You are
able to predict what the author has written.
4. Good writing is writing which expresses exactly what you want to say
in natural ways which the reader will immediately understand.
All those skills depend on having a large store of words and expressions which you don’t need to -
think about or construct every time you use English. The more coliocations you know, the less you
need to think! And the more fluent your English becomes.

7. Test yourself!

Here are eight common situations.You should be able to guess the missing words immediately.

. | need to work harder at my English. | make too many silly ........ .
The answer is ‘mistakes’. Although people would understand what you meant if you said faults’, it is
not the word we use in this situation. Again, ‘make a mistake’ or ‘make mistakes’ is a fixed expression
— a collocation.

2. Look, we've got plenty of time. I'd like to see what the countryside round here is like.
Let’s take the scenic....... home.
The answer is ‘route’.You wouldn’t say ‘scenic road’ or ‘scenic way’. The collocation is ‘scenic route’. If you
used ‘way’ or ‘road’, people would understand, but ‘scenic route’ is the natural choice.
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3. If your television breaks down in the first three months, we promise to replace it
freeof ........ :
The answer is ‘charge’.You might have guessed ‘cost’. Again, your meaning is clear, but the collocation
used in this situation is ‘free of charge’.

4. Not only did she win the marathon, she also seta new world ... ..... :
The answer is ‘record’. In fact, the whole collocation is ‘set a new world record’. This is a good example
of a verb + adjective + noun collocation. Most of the collocations in this book are two or three words:
verb + noun or adjective + noun or noun + preposition + noun
This example shows that collocations can be quite long. It is really important that you learn the whole
expression.

5. There’s been a coup and the president and his family have fled the ......... .
The answer is ‘country’.You flee a country’ if you are a politician and you want to get out fast! We don't
‘flee the nation’ — always the country.

6. On the way to Athens last week, we flew through an electric storm.The plane was struck by
The answer is ‘lightning’.You are ‘struck by lightning’.You can’t be ‘struck by thunder’.The collocation
‘struck by lightning’ is fixed.You never need to think about it! just learn it and remember it!

7. It’s so stuffy in here. | just want to get out into the fresh ........ .
The answer is ‘air’. You might think of saying: | just want to get outside. Because we have this
ready-made collocation ‘get out into the fresh air’, that’s the natural thing to say!

8. Sorry, I'm late. The traffic was terrible. My taxi got stuck in a traffic ........ ;
The answer is jjam’.The collocation ‘traffic jam’ is so common, it’s difficult to think of it as two words!
However, it is important that you notice and learn the whole expression ‘got stuck in a traffic jam’.
And it is equally important that you make yourself use the expression. Practise by changing the
pronoun, the tense, and the context. For example:
We got stuck in a huge trdffic jam on the way to the airport and missed our flight.
[ try to avoid the rush hour because | hate getting stuck in traffic jams.

Finally
| hope that these 8 examples help you understand why noticing and learning collocation is so
important:

* The more collocations you know and can use, the more fluently you will be able to
speak. It means you won’t have to make up everything new all the time — you can
just remember whole expressions.

* The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to understand people who
speak quickly — particularly native speakers.

» The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to read because you won't
have to read every word.

* The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to write well and accurately.
You won’t need to translate from your own language into English as much.
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Section 1

A place to live

world
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world

Verb + world Adjective + world World + noun
change the world a changing world world affairs
destroy the world an ideal world world peace

take over the world the outside world a world authority
see the world a safer world a world record

the whole world:

. Verb + world

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs:

w

As ayoung man [wantedto ........... the world before | settled down.That's why
| went off to Australia and New Zealand.

. Like many young people, my son is very idealistic and he wants to ...........

the world and make it a better place.

. Man is the only creature capable of ........... the world.
. Fast food outlets seem to have ........... over the world.You'll find burgers and

fries in almost every corner of the planet.

2. Adjective + world
Complete these sentences with the above adjectives:

. As the only survivor of the crash, | felt | was the luckiest maninthe........... world.
. We must get rid of nuclear weapons to guarantee our childrena........... world.
. Weliveinarapidly........... world and must learn to adapt if we are to succeed.

[0 ¥ 1 J—— world, no one would go hungry.

. The people on this small island have no telephones or radios — they are completely

cut off fromthe........... world.

3. World + noun
Complete these sentences with the above nouns:

Notes

10

Dr Voits, aworld ........... on UFOs, will be giving a talk in the main lecture
theatre this evening.

. Maurice Green broke his own world ........... when he won the 100 metres at

the Olympics.

. If you want to broaden your knowledge of world ......... , you should read a

newspaper every day.

. The recent increase in terrorism is a real threattoworld .......... .

Note these prepositional expressions:

The ceremony was watched by millions around the world / throughout the world / the world over.
Note these expressions:

There’s nothing in the world we can do about it. (nothing at all)

There’s no need to rush, we've got all the time in the world. (have plenty of time)

He carried on, without a care in the world. (not worried about anything at all)

The food was out of this world! (fantastic)

Thanks for coming. It means the world to me. (very important to me)

Note that if you break a world record, you become the world record holder.
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