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Introduction

What are collocations?

Collocations are common combinations of words. If you want to speak and write English well, you need
to know them. For example, verb + noun, adjective + noun, noun + noun, noun + preposition + noun
combinations. Collocation is a major key to fluency.

Look at these sentences containing the word ‘problem’:

I. There is a great deal of indecision over how to tackle the problem.

2. | believe that traffic congestion in large cities is an insurmountable problem.
3. We must get to the root of this problem. We need to discover the cause.

You can see that problem collocates with the verb tackle, with the adjective insurmountable, and it forms
a noun expression with the root of. And these are only a few of its collocations!

Learning vocabulary

When learning vocabulary, it is not enough just to know the meaning or translation of a word.You also need
to learn its collocations if you are to use it correctly and naturally when speaking or writing.

Learning new vocabulary is not just learning new words;
it is also learning familiar words in new combinations.

Becoming more aware of collocation
It is important that you develop an awareness of collocations and begin to notice them more and more.

Task |
Underline the collocations of the word ability in these sentences.

I. She was so shocked by the accident that she lost the ability to speak.

2. She has exceptional abilities as a musician.

3. Tiger Woods may be the best golfer in the world, but the Open Championship
next week will be a real test of his ability.

To check what you think and find out more collocations of ability, go to the first unit in this book.You also
need to know which words do not go together.You need to be constantly aware of the fact that words with
the same meaning do not necessarily form the same collocations. The following task demonstrates this.

Task 2

Cross out the wrong collocations for progress in these sentences.

|. Fallen trees are stopping / holding up the progress of the rescue.

2. There has been fast / rapid progress in computer technology in the past few years.
3. We are making slow but steady / constant progress.

To check and find out more collocations for progress, go to page 108.

Key Words

This book provides practice in learning the collocations of some of the most useful words in English — the
key words you need at your level of English. These key words are the nouns we use to talk about a very wide
range of topics — very general nouns like ability, change, effect, progress, responsibility, views etc.

Nouns are the most important words in a sentence because when we talk about something, we usually name
it with a noun. Furthermore, studying nouns is a very efficient way of learning vocabulary because the noun
will naturally take us to the verbs and adjectives that combine with it. For example, in the sentence My mother
holds very strong views on the subject of marriage, a focus on the key word views leads to the adjective strong
and the verb hold. This means that you are learning expressions, not single words. In this particular case: hold
strong views on.
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How is the book organised?

This book is divided into two sections. The main section consists of 145 one-page units, arranged alphabetically,
each of which focuses on a single key word.The second section consists of 20 important nouns which are
followed by ‘of . For example: a series of, a lack of, a great deal of, etc.

Task 3

We talk about a lack of help, a lack of funding, a lack of support.

Can you think of more ways of completing the phrase a lack of ........ 7
To find out more, go to page 154.

Each unit consists of a series of exercises which help you to notice and practise the most common
collocations of a key word.The exercises usually focus on verb, adjective, preposition and noun combinations.
Notes are also provided to give further details on other common uses of the key word.

Some of the key words have different meanings. For example, chance means opportunity or possibility. Exercises
usually treat the different meanings separately.

Sometimes the collocations of a word are different if it is singular or plural. Pay particular attention to this in
the exercises and notes.

When you finish the exercises for a particular key word, you will have learned at least fifteen new pieces of
information about that word. So remember, you may be focusing on only one word, but you are learning other
words at the same time and learning groups of words in useful combinations. The collocations of the 165 key
words in this book amount to around 2,500 vocabulary items!

How to use this book

There is simply not enough time to learn all these collocations in class, so this book is designed for self-study.
It will supplement and add to the work contained in your coursebook, enabling you to develop your
vocabulary quickly and independently.You can do the units in any order that suits you.
For speaking and writing
You can use the exercises when you have to write an essay or discuss something in class. For example, if the
lesson in your coursebook is about Extreme Sports, then it makes sense to look at risk and danger. For
example, this will allow you to say:

If you don't wear a helmet while mountain biking, you run the risk of serious head injury.

It’s important that you are fully aware of the dangers of climbing in this area.
For reading and listening
The more collocations you know and can recognise, the easier you will find it to understand texts and to
understand films and people when they speak to you.This is because you won't need to listen to every single
word, but will recognise longer expressions.
To prepare for an examination
Collocation practice is one of the best ways to prepare for the FCE, CAE, CPE, [ELTS and similar
examinations, especially for the speaking and writing sections.

Keep this book!

When you have completed the exercises in this book, you should keep it as a reference book. It is like a
dictionary — a book that you return to again and again. It is a well-known fact that if you practise new
language, you will begin to speak and write English more fluently and naturally. So, think of this book as a kind
of ‘lexical gym’, in which you give yourself regular workouts!

George Woolard, Edinburgh
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ability

| Verb + ability

Use the correct form of these verbs:

dffect assess
overestimate lose
doubt show

|. Examinations are not the only meansof ..........

someone’s ability. There are other ways of
measuring potential.

2. At first | questioned his abilities, but he has done

the job so well. 'm now ashamed that | had so

little confidence in himand that | ........... his

abilities in the first place.

3. It is a well-known fact that even small amounts of
alcoholcan........... your ability to drive safely.

4. She was so shocked by the accident that she
........... the ability to speak.

5. Although Peter ........... a lot of ability as a
teenager, he just wasn’t good enough to go
professional.

6. | had to give up half way through the race. | had

obviously ........... my ability to run a marathon.
Go back and underline all the verb collocations

with ability.

2 Noun + preposition + ability
Use these nouns in the sentences:

confidence best
lack reflection
test use

I. Tiger Woods may be the best golfer in the world,
but the Open Championship next week will be a

reals s, ke of his ability.

2. Raymond is very clever, but he doesn't make full

......... of his abilities.

3. | was surprised when he failed his examinations.

His results are certainly notatrue......... of
his abilities.

4. He's extremely competent and will do the job
properly. | have every ......... in his ability.

5. He said that he would try to do the job to the
......... of his ability.

6. | believe he lost confidence. His failure was not
due toia . ...couise of ability.

Go back and underline all the noun + preposition

+ ability collocations.

3 Common adjective collocations
Use these adjectives in the sentences:

average considerable
mixed natural
incredible proven

. Most of us have to work hard to learn to play

a musical instrument. However, there are people
who are born witha............ ability and who
learn effortlessly.

. The students in my classare of ............ ability,

so | teach them in groups according to their level.

. | have no doubts that he has ............ ability,

but | don’t think his personality is suited to this
kind of work.

. We need somebody who has done this before —

With the oo ooonai ability to do the job.

. 'm not a genius and I'm not stupid. | would

describe myself as beingof ............ ability.

. | don't know how she does it, but Annie Lennox

hasithisy..... .. forioar ability to electrify her
audience.

Go back and underline all the adjective + ability
collocations in this exercise.

Notes

. Here are three ways to describe ‘great’ ability:
She has a remarkable ability to recall long poems after
only reading them once.
She has exceptional abilities as a musician.
His examination results are proof of his outstanding
ability.

. Remember that an adjective collocation can come
before or after the noun:
She has remarkable ability.
Her ability is remarkable.

. Notice the use of ‘best’ in 2-5.'Best’ is usually an
adjective, but it is used as a noun in the expression
to ‘do something to the best of your ability’.

. We can talk about specific abilities:

musical ability physical ability
linguistic ability technical ability
artistic ability acting ability

. When we talk about very intelligent children, we
often call them ‘children of above average ability’.
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account

| Verb + account
Use the correct form of these verbs:

accept differ corroborate
provide keep listen to
I. The priest .......... the old woman's account of

the death of her child with compassion.

2. I'migeingite.. oLl 1k a detailed account of my
travels in India. I'm going to write a book when |
get back.

3. The diaries &l izt a full account of the
writer’s experiences in prison.

4. Do you think we should ........... his account of
events? Can we really trust him?

5. The police only believed me after an eye-witness
........... my account of the accident.

6. There were a number of accounts of the
assassination of President Kennedy which ........
considerably from the official version of events.

Go back and underline all the verb + account

collocations.

2 Common adjective collocations

Use the following adjective collocations in these
sentences:

blow-by-blow account clear account
conflicting accounts fascinating account
full account graphic account

I. I didn't know who to believe.The two witnesses
PAVE Pl ot s e o e o of the incident.

2. We only wanted a brief account of the incident,
but he insisted on givingusa .....................
of everything that had happened.

3. Our new director gavea very ....................
of his plans for the future of the company. They
were well-expressed and easy to understand.

4. Her new biography givesa ...........ccovvenn....
of her travels in the jungles of Africa.
>Yes. It’s very interesting. There's a scary account
of how she was almost killed by a tiger.

5. The refugee gavesucha ....................... of
his torture that | thought | was going to be sick.
How can human beings do such terrible things?

6. The Prime Minister is expected to givea .........
............ of his meeting with the President to
Parliament this morning.

3 Adjective + account

Use the following adjectives in these sentences:
eye-witness faithful hair-raising
humorous sketchy moving

I. I think last night’s programme was just what we
needed.ltwasa.......... account of the events
leading up to the plane crash.

2. Accordingtoan.......... account, the robbers
escaped in a blue car.

3. Shevgaveall ' 5o, account of her escape from
a pack of wild dogs in the Australian outback.

4. The speaker gave usa.......... account of life at
university. He had us all in fits of laughter.

5. Weonly havea.......... account of the accident
at the moment.We can’t say if anybody has died.

6. The book providesa.......... account of the
suffering of ordinary people in war-torn Eritrea.

“An eye-witness account!”

g Notes

I. In 2-2 a‘blow-by-blow account’ gives all the details,
missing nothing out. Notice these similar examples.
He gave a comprehensive account of his movements on
the day of the murder. It was a very detailed account.

2. If you experience something yourself, you can give a
first-hand account or an eye-witness account.

| 3. When account means report, you can use glowing:
[ We were really proud. All our sons’ teachers gave glowing
accounts of their progress.

4. The expression by all accounts means according to
what people say. For example:
The mountain villages are really worth visiting, by all
accounts.
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